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AIM polls amid |

tight security
today

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Mar 13:
CBA election at the Adamjee
Jute Mills (AJM) will be held
tomorrow (Sunday) amid tight
security as violence is appre-
hended.

Campaigning ended at 9 am
today without any untoward
incident. But it was alleged that
the trade unions were bringing
out processions and carryin
oul propaganda in the name o
"zikir® and other religious
rites,

Official sources said one
thousand policemen and con-
tingents of BDR and Armed Po-
lice will maintain law and or-
der in and around the AJM dur-
ing the polis.

Ten magistrates led by an
Additional Deputy Magistrate
will also be there to take quick

decision in any emergency situ-
ation. the sources said.

Ten to fifteen ‘trouble spots’
have been identified and police
will also be deploved near
labour colonies to maintain
law and order.

See Page 12 Col 6

Share scam

Hearing on appeal
for transter of

cases today
By Staff Correspondent

Hearing on an application
for transfer of share scam cases
to the court of the First Addi-
tional Sessions Judge. Dhaka
will resume in the court of the
Metropolitan Sessions Judge
loday.

Defence lawyers had filed an
application betore the court of
Metropolitan Sessions Judge on
Thursday last praying for send-
" ing the cases back to the court of
the First Addilional Sessions
Judge | court for their quick
disposal since it had heard
those earlier.

The Metropolitan Session
Judge's court had started hear-
ing the application on Thursday
but the prosecution objected, to
the defence prayer,

The cases involve Beximco
Pharmaceuticals, Shinepukur
Huldinfs and Doha Securities.

Earlier, hearing on charge
framing a .inst the accused
had started on January 3 in the
court of Mia Mohammad
Sharif, First Additional Ses-

see Page 12 Col ]

Report on city
corporation
bills finalised

The Parliamentary Stand-
ing Comimittee on LGRD and
Cooperatives Ministry vester-
day finalised report on the four
City Corporation (Amendment)
bills for placing in the Jativa
Sangsad, reports UNB.

The bills are — The Dhaka
City Corporation (Amendment)
Bill 1999, The Chittagong Cit
Corporation (Amendment) Biﬁ
1999, The Khulna City Corpo-
ration (Amendment] Bill 1999
and The Rajshahi City Corpora-
tion (Amendment) Bill 1999.

The bills were earlier placed
hetore the House and sent to the
committee lor scrutiny, said a
press release.

The comn: ttee after elabo-
rate discussinii made the final
report with some amendments,
the release added.

Presided over -by commiltee
chairman Abdul Mannan. the
meeting was allended by LGRD
and Cooperatives Minister Zil-
lur Rahman. ‘dvocate M Rah-
mat Ali, Stats Minister for Dis-
aster Manag -nent and Relief,
Talukder Al I Khaleque and
Whip Mujibul laqg.

— Inside Today
Article

Issue (ing) a
Visa: Rushdie,
‘Freedom’ and
Communalism

Praful Bidwai writes
from New Delhi
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Law and Our
Rights
Litigating women's
human rights; and

Human Rights
Commission: Perspective
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Ambitious plan to
fund industrial

FALGOON 30, 1405 BS

projects

The government plans to
mobilise hundreds of crores of
taka in new funds to help indus-
trial ﬂ[m ects, Finance Minister
S A Kibria told business
leaders yesterday:.

According to the plan, the
government is eyeing as much
as Tk 2120 crore for the pur-
pose.
Kibria said the government
would issue industrial bond
worth Tk 1000 crore in two
phases. Bonds to ralse Tk 500
crore would be floated this
month,

Foreign currency bonds
would be floated soon to raise
US8S 200 million (Tk 1000 crore)
from non-resident
Bangladeshis.

The minister said the World
Bank had also agreed to provide
LS § 25 million [Tk 120 crore).

to be replenished after one year. -

The finance secretary returmed
last Thursday after signing a
deal in this regard with the
World Bank, he said.

Kibria said the process of
loan distribution would be dis-
closed shortly.

By Staff Correspondent

“Of the total amount USS
150 would be distributed as
loans for you,” Kibria told a
group of businessmen at a sem-
inar in the city on “Impact of
High Equity Requirement on
Industrial Development™, or-
ganised by the Dhaka Chamber
of Commerce and Industiry

(DCCI}.

Responding to a recommen-
dation from the DCCI President
MH Rahman to create equity
participation fund (EPF), Kibria
said that the government would
consider the suggestion of creat-
ing such a fund for the northern
region,

He said the opening of
Bangabandhu Multi-purpose
Bridge has created an opportu-
ity for the northern region.
“Such fund may be a good op-
tion for providing equity sup-
port to the entrepreneurs of LFIE.'
less developed areas.”

“During pre-Liberation time
it was felt that despite higher
debt-equity and underwriting-
cum bridge financing facilities
provided by the DFls. there ex-

isted an equity gap which hin-
dered the process of industriali-
sation. especially in the less de-
veloped regions including the
present region of Bangladesh,”
DCCI President MH Rahman
said in his key note paper.

“In order to help accelerate
the industrialisation in those
less developed areas, the then
government of Pakistan created
the ‘equily participation Ihund’

in 1969 by an act of parliament
for providing equity support to
the entrepreneurs of the less de-
veloped areas and placed the
management of the fund under
IDBP, predecessor of present
day Bangladesh Shilpa Bank.

“The fund is known to have
rovided equity support lo a
arge number of enterprises up

to 1971. After liberalisation the
EPF was merged with BSB and

none had hard anything of it
Lthereafter though BSB had se-
cured substantial cash re-

sources and investments in

Bangladesh belonging to EFP.™
the DCCI president said. (A de-

tailed story on Business Page|

AL won't use students
in party interest: PM

CHITTAGONG, Mar 13:
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
loday unequivocally declared
she or her party would never use
the studenis in petly party in-
terest and urged the opposition
to reciprocate her overture, re-
norts UNB.

‘The student community has
long been used lo serve party
and narrow political interests.”
she said urging all other politi-
cal parties to sincerely come up
supporting the initiative as a
measiire to free the educational
institutions from violence,

“We never used the student
comrmunity for political pur-
poses and will never do so," she
said addressing the second con-
vocation of Chittagong Univer-
sily as Chancellor of the var-
Sily.

Earlier, the Primme Minister,
as president of the ceremony,
lormally inaugurated the con-
vaocalion programme immedi-
ately after ascending the
podium, leading to a convoca-
tion parade,

Vice Chancellor, Pro-Vice
Chancellor. Deans of the Facul-
ties, Education Minister AS H K

Sadigue and renowned aca-
demic Professor Zillur Rahman

5iddiqui joined the parade
wearing tormal convocation
robes.

Shortly after the opening,

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
handed over diplomas to the
scholars who obtained PhD and
M Phil degrees from the Uni-

versity,

The PhD holders are
Souréndranaih Biswas (1983),
Shipra Rakshit Dastider (1989),
Gazi Salehuddin (1994), Sheikh
Sirajul Islam (1998) while Md
Wazrul Hagq Chowdhury got M
Phil in 1994,

The Prime Minister also
conferred diplomas on the MA,
M Com, M55, MSc, BA (Hons),
B5S (Hons}, BCM (Hons), BBA
(Hons), B5c (Hons), MBBS, BA
(Pass). BSS (Pass), BSc (Pass),
LLB, B Ed. BFA (Pass}, DA, DCH,
DCO, and DGO degree holders.

The Prime Minister in her
presidential speech told the
[unction that any solitary ef-
lort is far too inadequate to do
the onerous task of freeing the
universily campuses from ter-

See Page 12 Col 4

Russian Ballet Night at Dhaka Sharaton Hotel yesterday.

—Star photo

Protests against
terrorism in
Ctg continue

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Mar 13: Pro-
tests against terrorism con-
tinued in the port city.

Local dailies again kept
blank space on the front page of
today's issues protesting terror-
ism and published story on the
same page on crime incidents.

Chattagram Sangbadpatra
Parishad, Chittagung Union of
Journalists an hittagon

Press Cihull jointly demandeu®

arrest of all terrorists irrespec-
tive of party affiliation and this
was written in the blank space
of local newspapers again to-
day.

The 'Azadi’ today carried out
a story on the front page head
lined "Chittagong heaven flor
terrorism, people are hostage to
it

The local newspapers last

See Page 12 Col 4

Businessman's
son abducted
in Chittagong

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Mar 13:
Armed terrorists abducted a son
»f a businessman from the
v:ity's Agrabad area last night,

The victim, Shamsul Alam,
son of Raja Mia, was abducted
rom their shop at gun point at
around 8 pm after his father
vefused to pay tolls to the ter-
rorists, police said.

Raja Mia also received in-
juries as he tried to resist them,
police added.

Police failed to rescue the
victim till filing of this report
tonight.

JCD calls strike
at DU to protest
PM's visit
By DU Correspondent

Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD). the student wing of oppo-
sition BNP, has called for a
strike at Dhaka University on
'Tuesdaﬂ to protest Pritne Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina's visit to
the campus on the day.

JCD pgeneral secrelary
Nasiruddin Ahmed Pintu gave
the call at a rally in front of the
Aparajeya Eangﬁx yesterday.

Sheikh Hasina is scheduled
to visit the university on Tues-
day to inaugurate Bangabandhu
Chair in the Department of His-
tory.

"We are going to enforce the
strike to protest Sheikh Hasi-
na's arrival on the campus as
her government corntinues re-
pression on JCD men across the
country and failure of DU au-
thorities to take action against
those responsible for attack on

See Page 12 Col 8
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Pakistan's :;entury-maker Ijaz Ahmed off-drives during the second day's play of the Asian
Fest championship final at the Bangabandhu National Stadium yesterday.

— Star photo

ljaz unbeaten at 118

PaRistan take lead

[laz Ahmed scored his 11th
Test ton yestoerday as Pakistan,
thriving on a solid batting per-
lormance {rom their top order,
took a lead of 68 runs against

=i Lanka on the second day of

the Asian Test Championship
fipal at the Rangabandhu Na-
tional = aditm.

ljaz was unbeaten on 118 as
Pakistan, resuming on the
overnight score of 33 for no
loss, went art 10 amass 299 for
ftwo wickets after bowling Sri
Lanka out for 231 on the first
day

The experienced right-han-
der partnered with Inzamamul
Haq to put on 182 runs for the
Lthird wicket. This gave Pak-
istan two batting -benus points,
The islanders on the other hand
returned emipty-handed afier a
disappointing day under the
sweltering surmmer suin

Three more days left to de-
cide the fate of the first ever
Asian Test Championship,
Pakistan have ensured the

| Atale of |

generous'
muggers

By Staff Correspondent

The muggers were generous.
They left 50 taka for Shehab
Ahmed, Special Correspondent
ol The Daily Star, before rob-
bing him off more than Tk
3.000 and his tape recorder near
the Zia Airport. The thugs
boarded his auto -rickshaw,
which had stopped on the plea
ol engine trouble,

It was like a movie. Only
about a hundred yards away
f[rom a police patrol van., a
stocky man with cropped hair
and armed with a handgun and
his consort, a lanky short
vouth, boarded the auto-rick-
shaw at 7-15 pm.

The correspondent had re.
turned from Jessore by the
evening Biman flight. He had
then hired the auto-rickshaw
driven by a young man wearing
a white cap. the type normally
worn by Hajis, from the domnes-
tic wing's parking let. The auto-
rickshaw stopped at a short dis-
tance from Lhe airport on ac-
count of engine trouble. The
driver cleaned t(he scooter's
spark plug. started again but
carme afain te ‘a halt near a
shadowy place about a km from
the airport.

When the auto moved again
slowly the two muggers came
and torcibly hoarded the vehi-

See Papge 12 Col 5

By Al-Amin

Asian Test trophy if the match
was to end in a draw.,

Fakistan have six points --
four from bowling and two from
batting -- against Sri Lanka's
two from baiting, leaving Sri

mark with an exquisite cover
drive that went for four in an
eventful over from Chaminda
Vaas. _

ljlaz, when on 94, smashed
Lhree consecutive boundaries in

we SCOfE...

e = . wa? Rt

Lanka in a must-win situation,
Coming in to bat at number
three, [jaz found a perfect part-
ner in Inzamam after the left-
handed opener Saeed Anwar
departed lor a chancy 57.

The 32-year-old batsman
from Sialkot. who was going
through a lean patch, put be-
hind the disappointment of the
Calcutta Test [one and 11) when
he reached the three-figure

while others watch

"

the 91st over off the Sri Lankan
speedster, who took the second
new ball in the 83rd over but
ended up conceding 17 runs.

Let off by makeshift wicket-

keepr Hashan Tillekeratne
while on 59, ljaz played 176
balls and hit 14 boundaries to
become the ninth batsman to
score a century on this ground.
Tillekeratne siood lor regu-
See Page 12 Col 5
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Begum Zia demands

Form judicial body to
probe Jessore tragedy

JESSORE, Mar 13: Opposi-
tion leader Begum Khaleda Zia
loday asked the government to
form a judicial body with a sit-
ting judge of the High Court to
wobe the explosions here that

It at least 9 killed and more
than 130 injured early Satur-
day, reports UNB.

Addressing a public meeting
at the Eidgah Maidan here this
atlernocon she said the people of
10 southwestern districts have
become hostage of armed ter-
rorists under tﬁe rule of present
regime,

"Law and order has com-
pletely collapsed in this region
when all kinds of critmes have
imcreased manifold. Security of
life and property is at stake,”
Begum Zia said.

The BNP chairperson ac-
companied by her deputies flew
in here to sympathise with the
bereaved families of the
grenade victims.,

Coming out of the airport
she drove straight to the general
hospital and later to the
tiakeshift army hospital where
the injured were being treated.
She wanted to know about the
lragic incident from the in-

jured.

Begum Zia went to the resi-
dences of Tapan, Sandhya Rani
and Nurul I[slam who were
killed in the grenade blasts at a

cultural function of Udichi
Silpi Gosthi. She expressed
shock at the tragedy and sym-
pathised with the bereaved fg‘:]-
ilies while talking to them.

The opposition leader an-
nounced Tk 5,000 for each fam-
ily of the deceased and asked
the party members to extend all
possible assistance to them.

Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan,
Mir Shawkat Ali, Abdul Moy-
een Khan, Sadek Hossain
Khoka, Zahirul Amin Khan,
Barkatullah Bulu. Giasuddin
Kader Chowdhury and Ahmed
Nazir accompanied the BNP
chairperson.

Begum Zia also questioned
the origin of the powerful
grenades.

Exchanging views with the
local journalists at circuit
house, the BNP chairperson
said explosive experts of the
Army who examined the rem-
nants of the grenades said they
even do not possess such
weapon.

Repeating her demand Be-
gum Zia said judicial body with
a sitting judge of the High Court
should be formed immediately
to probe into the tragic inci-
dent.

Expressing views on the in-
cident, local journalists told
the opposition leader that the

See Page 12 Col &

80 pc structures in city deviated from approved plan'

By Staff Correspondent

Steps immust be taken urgently
to  implement the Dhaka
Metropolitan Developiment
Plapn (Master Plan)1995-2015
which was gazetted about two
years ago,

This was said at a seminar
on "Dhaka Melropolitan De-
velopment Plan (1995-2015)
lmplemnient: Siluation™
held at the Rajukh  aditorium in
the city yesterday:.

The seminar was jointly or-
ganiscd by Rajuk, Paribesh

Rakklia Shapoth [Parash]),
Centre for Urban Studies,
Coalition of Environmental

NGOs, Bangladesh Centre for
Advanced Studies. Bangladesh
Environimental Lawyers' Asso-
ciation, Centre for Sustainable
Development. Bangladesh En-
vironment Network and I[nsti-
tute for Environment and De-
velopinernt.

The speakers stressed the
need for immediate start of the
first phase of reviewing the rec-

ommendations in the Master
Plan. The plan suggested that
its recommendations must be
reviewed every five years, the
speakers noted and called for
formation of a high-powered
task force for this,
They observed that Rajuk
was not a people-oriented or-
anisation and it did not also
ave any accountability..The
common man must be involved
in Rajuk’s development process,
they stressed.

Among the speakers. Barris-
ter Amirul Islam focused on le-
gal issues i implementing the
Master Plan. He said thal until
1987, Rajuk was a trustee wilh
some sorl of people’s participa-
tionn . But that was replaced by
the present system in which
only six people including the
Chairman are ‘owners' of the
organisation. Rajuk is very
powerful and it does not have
any accountability whatsoever,
he said,

It is not necessary to have
new laws. Only if the existing
laws are implemented, a lot can
be achieved. he said adding that
the concept of trustee should be
brought back

Rajuk Chairman Azizul
Haque presented a list of devel-
opment activities but said the
organisation was facing various
prablems regarding land
acquisition. {1 has now become
a cullure in our sociely Lo vio-
late construction laws'. More

than 80 per cent of the struc-
tures in the city had some sort
of deviations from the approved
plan, he said.
Haque said that through le-
Eael loopholes, Gulshan lake was
ing derequisitioned by a sec-
tion of people. This must be
stopped. Rajuk has a lot of lim-
itations including serious lack
of manpower. Consultants were
being engaged to complete the
26 Detailed Area Plans for the

See Page 12 Col 3
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Opposition’s

mass contact

programme
March 22

BNP-led opposition alliance
will observe countrywide mass
contact programme on March
22 to gear up the current anti-
%uvernmcnt movement, reports

BNP, Jatiya Party, Jamaat-
e-Islami and Islami Okiya Jote
will hold separate public meet-
ings in the capital on the day.

It was decided at a meeting of
the liaison committee of the al-
lied opposition at 29 Minto
Road yesterday morning.

BNP will hold its meeting at
Paltan Maidan at 3 pm while
Jamaat at Muktangon and 10J
near its party office at Purana
Paltan.

Party sources said the Jati
Party would announce the
venue of its meeting later.

Chaired by BNP vice-chair-
man Shamsul Islam, the meet-
ing was attended by Anwar Za-
hid of BNP, Kazi Firoz Rashid of
JP, Quamaruzzaman of Jamaat
and A R M Abdul Matin of IOJ.

Alleged dacoit
beaten to

death in city

By Staff Correspondent

An alleged dacoit was beaten
to death by a mob in the city's
Kafrul area where two dacoities
were committed in the early
morning yesterday.

Police and hospital sources
identified the dead as Moham-
mad Selim, 22, son of Alauddin.

According to police, Selim
was caught by the mob while he
along with six others attempted
to escape after robbing Tk
79,000 in cash, gold ornaments
and valuables.

The gang broke open a win-
dow glass of a ground floor flat
at North Kafrul at about 5 am,
pointed a pistol at the old
mother of the landlord and
forced her to open the door.

When she opened the door,
the gang stormed into the
house, looted the cash and
valuables and tried to escape af-
ter a scuffle with some young
inmates.

Hearing a hue and cry. peo-
ple from nearby houses rushed
there and caught Selim but the
six others escaped,

The mob beat Selim. Police
rescued Selim from the mob in
a fatally injured condition and
took him to the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH) where
he died at about 10:40 am.

See Page 12 Col 7

Schoolboy beaten
to death in city

A schoolboy was murdered
allegedly by his friends in the
city's Kafrul area yesterday, re-
ports APB.

Hospital sources quoting
family members said Selim
Chowdhury, 14, son of Alauddin
and a student of class X at Lalar
Sarail High School of
Ibrahimpur under Kafrul thana
was called out from his resi-
dence and beaten up mercilessly
at about 9 in the morning.

Later, police rescued him
from the locality in a critical
condition and sent him to
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal where he succumbed to his
injuries at 10;30 am.

None was arrested in this
connection till the filing of this
report.

Rubber, soap

factories gutted

By Staff Correspondent

A fire gutted about 32 tinshed
rooms housing rubber, soap and
metal factories at Kamalbagh
under Keraniganj thana in the
early hours yesterday.

According to Fire Service -
sgurces, the fire originating
from the flames of a gas stove
engulfed the rooms of Kazi Hu-
mayun within an hour starting
from 3:30 am.

No casualty, however, was
reported in the incident till last
night. The extent of damage
could not be estimated imme-
diately.

Drilling of Well-5
at Rashidpur
Gasfield completed

From Igbal Siddiquee

SYLHET, Mar 13: Drilling of
Well-5 at Rashidpur Gasfield
has been completed, official
sources said tonight.

"Some highly technical and
post-drilling tests are now be-
ing conducted to ascertain the
depth of perforation point,” one
source said. However, it will
take a few weeks more to com-
plete cementing, casing etc of
the well. Drilling was done up to
a depth of 2980 metres, till yes-
terday, he added.

Drilling of the well began on
January 5 with a targeted depth
of 9500 feet. The project is being
implemented by lhet Gas
Fields Limited (SGFL), a unit of
Petrobangla under its Gas In-
frastructure Development Pro-
gramme (GIDF), financed by the
World Bank and IDA. Oil & Nat-
ural Gas Corporation (ONGC) of
India had been given the task of
drilling under a contract signed
on May 27 last year. A German
firm, Dowel Schimberger, is the

consultant for the project.



