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There is a glimpse of silver
lining in the widening gloom of
traffic turmoil when there has
been a recent report that a total
outlay of Tk 1,000 crore is fixed
for implementing a co-ordi-
nated pr:::-if:ct for easing the
traffic medley in the metropo-
lis, This project is to be imple-
mented by Dhaka City Corpo-
ration, RAJUK, Roads and
Highways Department and
seven other government agen-
cies. The project is due for sub-
mission to the ECNEC soon for
approval.

The project covers a long
time-span beginning from
1998-99 to 2002-2009. incorpo-
raling both short-term and
lorg erm plan components.
There is greater interest and
concern in respect of the short-
cerm plan objectives for the ob-
vious reason that the popula-
tion of the metropolis has been
increasing at a galloping speed.

On the basis of the statistics
| for 1997, it is estimated that the
city population will increase to
10 million in the year 2000.
Keeping in view the objectives
of the short-term plans, which
in their essentials include the
construction of two fly-overs,
one at Mohakhali and the other
| at Jatrabari; construction of 10
bypass roads in the city to fa-
cilitate the movement of inter-
distriet transports: i{mprove-
ment of 20 road junctions and
provision of parking facilities
in three important areas, the
moslt vital question seems to be
whether these projected benefits
will be available within the
time-frame fixed for construc-
tion of such facilities, subject to
the availability of required
faads.

[n the light of existing reali-
ties, there may be little scope
for attaining optimistic results.
It is qluite. acgaparem that while
the planned facilities will be
under execution, the growth of
the city population will con-
tinue apace with concomitant
shortfalls in provisions of ba-
sic infrastructural needs.

The city dwellers are already
experiencing nightmarish traf-

Army black commandos using dog squad,
Bangabandhu Stadium before the

Yehudi Menuhin
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He started playing the violin
at the “ge of Ilfve anicd gave his
first concert one year later.

Al the age of seven, he ap-
peared with the San Francisco
Symphony Orchestra in Lale's
Spanish Symphony. The
English composer Edward Elgar
called him "the most wonderful
artist [ have ever heard."

At 10, he was playing in New
York's Carnegie Hall.

He was still only 13 when, in
1929, he appeared in Germany
with Bruno Walter and the
Berlin Philharmonic and dis-
played his virtuosity in the

concerts of Beethoven, Brahms

anr Johann Sebastian Bach.

~ ¢ his first world tour in
1935, he played in 63 cities.
Some of them would later make
him citizen of honour, while
governments and musical
academies showered other
awards upon him.

During his long career,
Menuhin gave countless con-
certs around the world, al-
though recently he devoted
more of his time to teaching
and conducting,

He also made numerous
recordings, published several
memoirs, such as his passion-
ate 1977 autobiography "unfin-
ished journey," and made doc-
umentary music films in
Europe and America.

fic congestion, as a result of
which tens of thousands are
regularly Lragped at various
points throughout the day, un-
sure of when they would be able
lo extricate themselves from
the frightening traffic mess. At
times on certain roads stranded
traffic comprising hundreds of
vehicles of all descriptions
stand in long queues for long
periods and then it may appear
that the whole system has col-
lapsed.

The city's traffic is bad
enough even in normal times.
On special occasions when the
city is hosting an important
international or regional con-
ference, a sports event or on the
eve of big lestivals, il pgoes
WOrsce.

What with new faces of rick-
shawpuliers now numbering
into lakhs, what with impa-
tient motorists, wayward au-
torickshaw drivers, and queues
of buses and trucks outmaneu-
vering their turnings ahead of
others at road-crossings, it
lakes hours 1o negotiate one's
way through such traffic med-
leys. Lately, to cope with con-
gestion on north-south routes
including the VIP route reserved
for motorised traffic, the au-
thorities decided (o dispense
with traffic light signals and
reverted to manual direction of
traffic with increased police-
men at road crossings, releas-
ing easl-west cross traffic only
when it gathered visibly to a
point of saturation. The result
has been transfer of congestion
to other related points that re-
main unregulated.

The problem worsens day by
day. Things have come to such a
pass that even the most phleg-
matic of our citizens have begun
deploring the delays caused hy
the overwhelming congestion.
Tralffic has become the topic of
the day. even more so than the
anomalous weather or the po-
litical shenanigans that keep
the media busy.

What is surprising is that
tew have been able to pinpoint
the root cause for traffic snarls,
They blame the proliferation of

-------

Any Silver Lining in the Growﬁig
Darkness of Traffic Chaos?

By ASM Nurunnabi

baby taxis and tempos, the
steadily increasing number of
rickshaws and burgeoning im-
ports of used cars from Japan.
They point out Dhaka city has
only about 2000 km of roads,
whereas it should have at least
8000 km. They also blame the
ill-planned lay-oul of streets
and the number of intersections
which have to cope with traffic
from five roads or more.

No one can deny that what
they say is true, but there are
other important factors. Rick-
shaws, the most maligned vehi-
cles of all, are a nuisance, a nec-
essary evil. Plans have been
made to phase them out, but to
be realistic they will never be
implemented, at least in the
toreseeable future. They provide
t*mljluyment to about half a
million of people in Dhaka city
alone. They also carry 45% of
the tolal passengers in the city.
We will have to live with them
until we achieve a more or less
respectable standard of living.

The baby taxis and tempos
are alse a nuisance and a dan-
ger. They weave in and out of
traffic without the least regard
for normal precautions or ele-
mentary road rules. They are
also, because of their two-
stroke engines, the greatesl pol-
luters ol air; if any vehicles
have to be phased out they
should be first. Govi have re-
pariedly given a deadline for
phasing them oul.

Another problem that ought
to be inmediately taken care of
is the invasion of footpaths by
all sorts of encroachments and
other tralfic offences including
dumping of construction mate-
rials and unauthorised struc-
tures that push pedestrians on
to the smoother passages of
traflic lanes.

The botwom line is that if the
proposed project for easing the
gigantic traflic problems of the
metropolis, at least with its
short-term goals, is not exe-
cuted and completed with all
expedition, the issue of liveabil-
ity in this place will present
VEry ominous consequences,

carrying out a security check at the VIP Gallery at
start of the Asian Test Championship Final yesterday.

— Star photo

Pakistan restrict SLL
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for Sri Lanka when Shoaib
Akhter knocked down the off-
stump of Arnold in the next
over, leaving the islanders tot-
tering at 19 for three, Shoaib,
the hero of the Caleutta Test
whnere the young learaway took
eight wickets against India, ap-
peared well charged-up in his

- lirst encounter with Sri Lanka

after being rested during the
Lahore Test. '

The 24-year-old fast bowler
from Lahore, who took the
cricketing fraternity by storm
after his faimous act in Calcutta
where he bowled Rahul Dravid
and Sachin Tendulker in suc-
cessive deliveries, came [iring
all his four cylinders much to
the delight of a handsome
Dhaka crowd. Although he [in-
ished with two wickets, Shoaib
once again showed how quick
he was with some express deliv-
eries.

The creditable performance
of the Pakistan bowlers could
not deny Sri Lanka's Aravinda
de Silva the kudos because the
master batsman stood amon
the ruins with a watchful 72 o
164 balls. It was his 19th half-
century. Coming in to bat at
number five, the experienced
right-hander put on 65 runs for
the fourth wicket with Atapattu,
who became the last batsman
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out before lunch after scoring
36 with the help of five fours
including an exquisite bowler's
back drive against Akram.

Atapatlu paid the penalty for
playing across oll-spinner
2aglain. But Aravinda was full
of concentration. In his 82-
minute vigil at the crease Ar-
avinda hammered ten sweetly-
timed hits across the rope be-
lore becoming the eighth bats-
man to be out just after the tea
break. He was adjudged leg-be-
lore after a failed attempt to
sweep Arshad.

When Aravinda was out at
201, Sri Lanka were still 24
runs short of their second
bonus point, Sri Lanka's hopes
of getting that bonus point
looked bleak when they lost
their ninth wicket eight runs
later. But thanks to a defiant
unbeaten 20 from Chaminda
Vaas! the islanders got their
second bonus point. Pakistan,
on the other hand, earned the
maximum four bowling bonus
points. .

Nevertheless, Vaas must
have ended the day with a heavy
heart despite his valiant effort
with the willow as the left-arm
seamer was deprived of a wicket
in his come-back match after
being sidelined during the La-
hore Test due to injury.

Saeed Anwar, on five, of-
fered a simple catch at second

slip, which Arnold failed to
grsltjb much to the hnrrnrenf an

increasuygly wearied Sri
Lankan side that had haplessly
watched as many as five catches
beln%drupped at Lahore,

The match resumes this
morning at 9.30 am.

Speaker Humayun Rashid
Chowdhury was introduced to
the players of both the finalists
before the match.

Opposition starts

7-day agitation
programmes
in Ctg today

CHITTAGONG, Mar 12:
Opposition parties here today
announced a week-long agita-
tion programmes against the
government for its "failure” to
check terrorism in the district,
reports UNB.

The announcement came
from a news conference of the
local chapter of the BNP-led op-
position at the local press club.

The programmes, beginning

tomeorrow, include rallies.
silent procession, mass-contact
and a token hunger strike.
_ Metropolitan BNP President
Meer Mohammad Nasiruddin,
Secretary Dastagir Chowdhury,
President of Metropolitan
Jatiya Party Mahmudul Islam
Chowdhury and Jamaat Ameer
Principal Mowlana Abu Taher
were present al the press con-
ference.

One shot dead
by outlaws

Actor Bulbul Ahmed (2nd left) handed over the Best Film Actress

_:'ﬁl ‘j ﬁ: .:".' £ o) ot -f:::

ward of the Meril-

Prothom Alo Best Stars Survey '99 to recipient Shabnoor, (1st left) at a ceremony in the
city yesterday. At right are TV stars Afzal Hossain and Shuborna Mustafa, the announcers

at the ceremony.

—Star photo

in Jessore

JESSORE, Mar 12: OQutlawed
Sarbahara Party shot dead a
yourng man and injured another
two, including a union parishad
member, in Chowgachha thana
of the district on Thursday
night. reports UNB.

The dead, Rintu, 22, was an
activist of Sramajibi Mukti
Andolon and son of Shafi
Sarder ol Syedpur village in
Fulchhara union.

Police said an armed group
of about 25 people, suspected to
be members of outlawed Sarba-
hara Party, first raided the
houses of UP member Mahabub
and Zoinur, and beat them up
mercilessly.

Later, the group kidnapﬁed
their cousin Rintu from his
house at about 8:30 pm and
killed him at a nearby field be-
fore leaving the area.

A land dispute was believed
to be the cause of the murder,

Police arrested one Sirajul
for his alleged involvermment in
the incident.

East Timor: Ballot
on autonomy .
package agreed

UNITED NATIONS, Mar 12:
Indonesia and Portugal reached
agreement Thursday on a 'direct
ballot' on a draft autonomy
package for East Timor, seen as
paving the way towards inde-
pendence, UN chief Kofi Annan
announced, reports AFP,

Annan made the announce-
ment at a news conference
winding up two days of talks
with the Portuguese and In-
donesian foreign ministers on
the future status of the former }
Portuguese colony.

'On the means of consulting
the East Timorese, which I
know is of great interest to you,
the meeting has reached an
agreement that a method of di-
rect ballot will be used to ask
the people of East Timor
whether they accept or reject
the autonomy proposal.” An-
nan said.

Details on page 5

Khaleda
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Barkatullah Bhulu MP, Giasud-
din Qader Chowdhury MP and
some other central leaders will
accompany the BNP Chairper-
SOT1.

The BNP chief will hold a se-
ries of mass contact pro-
grammes this month. She will
leave Dhaka for Bagerhat and
Satkhira on March 19 on a two-
day visit.

Begum Zia will address a
public meeting at Paltan
Maidan on March 22. She will
also address public meetings in
all the nine constituencies of
the city.

Jessore: Arrested Monirul says
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'l am an asami [accused),
that's why they did this to me",
Hasan said .

The CID said they seized
some cassetles spiced with
sounds of machineguns and
laced with urgings from a
stronig voice which said , "The
bloody way of sacrifice is the
only path the faithful could
trod to establish the views."
The CID also recovered some
books like "Seen Allah in
Afghanistan”, a kaffeyah
(Aranian head gear), some Ara-
bic scripted notes in an old di-
ary and a photo album of Tal-
ibans in action in Afghanistan,
they said.

Police raided the house of
Monirul hasan at Vayana vil-
lage under the Sadar thana this
evening but they could not find
his wife Selina Hasan .

Police suspected that she fled
to her parents home in India.
Her family lives in Munjilhatti
village under Deganga thana
under 24 Pargana in West Ben-
gal.

A neighbouring cloth mer-
chant at the Chhati Amtala
Bazar, Selim Hossain, said they
were surprised at Hasan's ar-
rest. He was an imam at a local
mosque, leading pravers five
times a day but he did not de-
liver any political message dur-
ing the Khutba (sermmons before
Friday prayer).

"Sometimes he played Is-
lamic songs, opinions and Say-
dee's sermons. Sometimes he
went to the Pir of Charmonai.
He married while he was a stu-
dent in Deoband in India. The
bride is from West Burgal.
whose brother was his class-
mate. He has been in cloth
business since he came back 102
12 years ago. After Eid he «le-
cided to close that, switchhug to
farm lools trade. Police came
and took him away saying he
had a gun” Selim said.

A neighbour, 88-year-old
Rafi Uddin said ,"He [ Hasan)
was a good chap. Did not know
anything about gun toting or

CU convocation
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Tight securily measures
have been taken and extra po-
lice. BDR, DB, CID, personnel
deployed on the Campus to en-
sure the smooth holding of the
convocation.

UNB adds : A joint meeting
of Chittagong Union of Jour-
nalists (CUJ) and Chittagong
Press Club tonight decided not
to cover the Prime Minister's
programme al the Chittagong
University.

The decision to boycott the
programme has been taken as
police authorities did not issue
any security pass for the jour-
nalists.

preaching Harkat ideals". -
"How did you get in touch with
Harkat?'. When this corre-
spondent asked Hasan ,he said
he was not that active but only
collected some money. Those
were sent twice to Mufti Abdul
Hye, Editor of 'Jago Mujahid

“Who is heading it now?" Af-
ter a pause, he replied in the
negative. The money. 2000 or
S0, was sent thrice ---first to
Hye the to one Abdus Salam, he
said .

"Did you join Jihad in
Afghanistan?", he was asked,
'No. I had a friend, Nurul Kabir,

“from Jessore, as a mate in De-

oband. He died in Afghanistan
in 1991.

Another Jessore
victim dies
By Staff Correspondent

Ratan Biswas, 23 , a victim
of Sundayis bomb explosions
in Jessore, succumbed to his
injuries at the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital yvesterday
night.

A doctor informed The
Daily Star over phone that
Ratan Biswas, son of Dulal
Biswas died at 11,55 pm. He
was injured with several splin-
ters and was admitted to the
DMCH on March 9.

With Ratanis death, the toll
from the Jessore Udichi bomb-
ing rose to nine.

1_..—'—

But who founded Harkat in
Bangladesh? Is not it Abdur
Rahman Faruqui who was also
al Deoband during 1980's?

"Yes, he was senior to me . He
died in Afghanistan. The
Harkat surfaced in 1989". That
was all he would say, leaving
may questions unanswered.

At the verandah of Jessaore
Collectorate Hajat, he was
preparing for an overnight stay
in jail.

But until 8-00 PM, it was not
clear if he would be placed on
remand for 7 days, sought by
CID,

Police said they also ar-
rested his elder brother, Sirajul
Hasan, a contractor, who came
to enquire about him.. He was
arrested under Section 54 be-
cause “"he came for the second
lime despite order from 'sirs’
nc;-ll to come again”, said an offi-
cial,

Out of 53 people including 46
Jamaat-Shibir supporters ar-
rested in connection with Sun-
day's incident, only one has
been taken on remand for ques-
tioning . Twenty-six of them are
hard core Jamaat - Shibir ac-
tivists. Police would not give
much details.

- Meanwhile, local police is
tightening security for the Op-
position leader Begum Khaleda
Zia's visit here tomorrow. She
is scheduled to address a rally
at the Eidgah Maidan and visit
the injured persons and the spot
where Sunday's incident took
place.

Alhaj Monirul Hasan, an alie-g

Jihad, arrested with arms from Jessore on Thursday.
—Star photo by Shehab Ahmed

Beef up ZIA security immediately
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duty spots. The one-man com-
mitlee has recommended re-
moval of the CAAB guard, Ab-
dus Sattar, from service while
the other committee has sug-
%f:sted taking departmental ac-
ion.

The two committees have
also given different observa-
tions about Wing Commander
Aminur Rahman, Director,
ZIA, and Major Mizanur Rah-
man, Chief Security Officer,
The four-member body has rec-
ommended that “Letters of
Warning” be issued by CAAB to
all the supervisors in the secu-
rity ladder including the Direc-
tor of ZIA and the Chief Secu-
n‘g Officer (CSQ). However, the
olther commmittee has suggested
withdrawing the Director and
the CSO. Incidentally, both
these officers are known for
taking stern action in cases of
harassment of passengers and
for improving the security sys-
tem at the terminal. Both of
them were 'attached’ even before
the inquiry started. Mean-
while, all CAAB personnel ear-
lier suspended for the purpose

of inquiry have already re-
sumed their duties ,except the
Director and the CSO.

The findings of the CAAB
Inquiry committee said that by
evading security guards and

personnel working at ZIA tar-
mac, the victim had climbed
inside the wheel bay through
one of the three restricted areas
at the Airport. These are the
VVIP Tarmac (Bay No. 14), Main
Tarmac (Bay No. 2) and North
Taxi Holding Runway-14.

On the responsibility of the
carrier involved, the CAAB
committee report said that be-
fore the departure of BA-144
from ZIA, tlge preflight checks
were carried out and certified by
BA Station Engineers. It
.however, observed “Since the
wheel bay was not checked by
climbing on to it, there remains
enough scope for a person to
hide inside because some of the
area of the wheel bay remains
out of sight if ground engineers
are checking standing on the

ound. However, the responsi-
ility of thoroughly checking
the wheel bay of the aircraft by
the ground engineers after it
had made a night stop cannot be
overruled and the overall re--
sponsibility remains with the
Frnun-::l engineers of the air-
ines. Additionally, in both the
extended and retracted position
of main landing gear, a person
can hide himself in the wheel
bay of B-747 aircraft.”

The report also pointed out
some other alarming flaws in
the existing security system of
ZIA. 1t said that the area around

North Taxi Holding position
and approach to Runway-14 are
covered with dense and tall
grasses where hiding is possible
and which obstructs views of
Air Traffic Controllers and ‘se-
curity guards. There is no gate
al the approach to Runway-14
and there are openings in the
barbed wire fencing. Besides,
unauthorized persons often en-
ler the restricted areas of ZIA
for cutting grasses and for
fishing around the northern
side.

The probe report stated in
unambiguous terms that some
of the recommendations fol-
lowing the same type of incident
on May 23,1997 ‘“are still
outstanding.”

Outlining the changes still to
be made, il said the outer
perimeter wall should be re-
paired and barbed wire placed
with V type angle bars on top of
the wall. Armed Fuard posts on
the flood control embankment
should be manned from sunset
to sunrise and search lights
should be placed on top of these
guard posts at an angle and the
operation switches should be
with the control tower to facili-
tate periodical checking of the
area.

It suggested levelling of the
area around the runway and
taxiways and construction of a

walkway/motorway around the
inner fencing from Radar sta-
tion up to the approach to Run-
way-14. At least four more se-
curity officers should be placed
under the Chief Security Officer,
it said. It also pointed out that
adequate outer perimeter
lighting is not there and that
personnel working in restricted
areas on the tarmac are not
putting on uniform or any sort
of distinctive apron/jackets.

The inquiry committee sug-
gested setting up of an indepen-
dent Directorate of Security and
Intelligence at CAAB headquar-
ters to implement security pol-
icy for all airports in the coun-
try and creation of a new post of
Duty Airport Manager for all
airports, It also suggested that
assistance be sought from the
Army for maintaining perime-
ter security and that Air Force
personnel may be deployed for
internal security at ZIA. Be-
sides, installation of Closed
Circuit Television at the earli-
est to cover maximum opera-
tional area and the terminal
building was recommended.

The committee also said,
"British Airways and all other
airlines engineers may be ad-
vised to carry out wheel bay
checks of aircraft at ZIA tarmac
physically by climbing on the
trestle/ladder properly.”

US Senate votes
against unilateral
declaration of
Palestinian state

WASHINGTON, Mar 12: The
4S5 Senate voted 98 to 1 Thurs-
day to oppose any unilateral
declaration of a Palestinian
state by Yasser Arafat and urged
the Clinton administration to
be stronger in its opposition,
reports AP.

The resolution calls for as-
surances from President Bill
Clinton that a declared Pales-
tinian state, with Jerusalem as
its ca%ital. would not be recog-
nised by the United States.

The House is expected to vote
on a similar resolution next
week, even though some law-
makers' concerns that it could
be seen as an attempt to inter-
fere in Israel's May 17 general
election prompted the House In-
ternational Relations Commit-
lee to delay a vote on it Wednes-
day.-

Statehood and all other out-
standing issues relating to the
Palestinians' permanent status
must be negotiated by Israel and

the Palestinians to avoid more
bloodshed, said Sen. Sam
Brownback.

"This resolution sends an
unambiguous statement to
Chairman Arafat

Road accident

From Page 1

Police said the dead could
not be identified immediately.

Police seized both the vehi-
cles and lodged a case with
Chandina thana in this connec-
tion.

In Jessore, two women were
killed and 20 others injured, six
critically, when a bus ¢ ing
a bridal party skidded off the
road and felt into a roadside
ditch at Barabazar Fulbari gate
in Kaliganj thana last night.

Hospital sources said the
driver of the bus lost control
over the vehicle while giving
side to a microbus coming from
opposite direction at about 7.45
pm.

The bridal party was going to
village Khetrapala in
Bagharpara thana from village
Pirojpur in Kaliganj thana.

Hazari Bala, 80, widow of
late Shema Charan, and Raju
Bala, 70, wife of Hazari Lal of
Pirojpur, died on the spot. Al
the victims hailed from the
same village.

The critically injured per-
sons were rushed to Jessore
General Hospital.

Dacoity
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The gang snatched the key of
the almira from the owner of
the house, MA Mannan and
looted 35 ounces of gold orna-
ments, diamond ring and other
valuables worth about Tk five
lakh.

A case was filed with
Hazaribagh thana in this con-
nection.

Burn injury
From Page 1

M M Reza told Dr Ronald durin
a meeting that construction o
the proposed burn unit would be
iven priority in the current
lve-year Health and Popula-
tion Sector Programme (HPSP).

Dr John Morrison, Coordi-
nator of the Project for Helping
Survivors of Acid Violence, and
two senior DMCH plastic sur-
geons accompanied Dr, Hiles
during the meeting.

The UNICEF-aided project
will provide funds for treat-
ment of acid burn patients and
for a campajﬁn to create social
awareness for prevention of
such incidents in the country.

Last year, about 2000 women
and children victims of burn
injury, majority of them poor,
were admitted to the DMCH.
There is no bed for male pa-
tients. Around 4000 patients
are in the waiting list till Octo-
ber 2001.

Because it is highly expen-
sive, treatment facility at pri-
vate clinies has not grown. A
burn injury patient requires
five to ten operations which
cost five to seven lakh taka.
There are two centres in the city
which treat a limited number of
patients. '

Banani Lake
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had been taken over by one
Akhtaruzzaman Babu. He said
he had been told that after fill-
ing up the lake, the land would
be used for creating a slum for
‘poor people’ of the area. The
slum dwellers of Kuril across
the lake are, therefore, support-
ing Babu, he added.

Along the lake up to Kemal
Ataturk Avenue, traces of fresh
earth-fillings are evident. At
several spots, trucks were seen
dumping earth into the water.
At Road-35, where a new slum is
emerging on a recently filled
area, dwellers said this part
was filled during the last Ra-
madan.

Serajul Islam of the slum
said as soon as Rajuk completed
the earth-filling ,they were
asked by a ‘'bara bhai' (elder
brother) to come here and start
living. Islam showed several
signboards and said those were
not put by actual owners of the
land. Several women from the
slum said one Engineer Zaman
of Rajuk came by a motorbike
recently and asked them who
had put the signboards. The
women quoted Zaman as saying
that Rajuk was yet to allocate
plots in that area.



