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Tension over delimitation
PATUAKHALI, Mar 12: Tension has been prevailing at
Charhadi in between Dasmina thana here and Lalmohan thana
of Bhola over establishing of an Adarsha Gram due to delimita-
tion conflict, reports UNB.
Sources saicptohat the claim and counter-claim of the two dis-
trict administrations over the area has been a long-standing
feud between the two neighbouring districts. A negotiation was
held on January 10 between the two sides in presence of Barisal
Divisional Commissioner and an agreement was reached for
taking no decision about any permanent project at Charhadi
before the completion of the Diara EUWFH. The survey will de-
termine the ownership for certain, said official sources. But dis-
trict administration sources here said Lalmohan thana admin-
{stration in Bhola has taken up the initiative of setting up a
Adarsha Gram in the area ignoring the decision of January 10
meeting. They started earthwork at the spot from March 6 and
did not pay any heed to the objection raised by Dasmina thana

land office.

10 killin? in two months

FENI, Mar 12: Ten ineidents of killing were committed here
in the last two months, reports UNL,

According to police sources aiul reports published in differ-
ent newspapers, some 253 other erinies wete also comunitted
during the period. Other crimes included dacoity, snatching,
stealing, rape, clash. highway robbery. kidnapping aud inci-
dents of arms snatching from police. Maximum cruues were
committed in Sadar thana. At least 123 incidents of crime. in-
cluding three killings were committed in the thana in January
while 29 incidents, including two killings, in February. The re-
ports claimed that cases in less than hall of the incidents were

registered with police.

Four with fertiliser held

NARSINGDI, Mar 12: Police arrested four people with huge
quantum of urea fertilisers from a car%:: on Shitalakhya river
in Polash thana on Monday, reports UNDB.

Police said Shamsudding Ahmed, 45, Shafiqul Islam, 21,
Jahir, 20, and Masud. 19, were arrested while they were tryirg,
to smuggle the fertilisers by cargo MV Muguni. The four lifte
8.050 sacks of fertilisers, allocated for the dealers of Dinajpur
and Pabna districts from Ghorashal Urea Fertiliser Factory
and sold out to a trader of Gazipur district. Police seized the
cargo and the arrested were produced before the court on Tues-

day.

Workshop on office management
MYMENSINGH, Mar 12: A three-week workshop on 'Office
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Management and Communication' concluded at Bangladesh .

Agricultural University (BAU) here on Sunday, reports UNB.

Vice Chancellor Prof Mohammad Hossain was the chief
guest at the concluding session held at the Graduate Training
[ristitute (GTI). Member Director of Planning and Evaluation
Department of Bangladesh Agriculture Research Council AB M
Nurul Alam was the special guest. The function was presided
over by GTI Director Prof M Hajrat Ali. A total of 22 trainees
took part in the 328th workshop of GTIL.

Woman killed in earth collapse
MANIKGANJ, Mar 12: A wonian labourer was killed and five

nthers were injured in an earth collapse at Beraripara village in
Gheor thana here on March 8. reports APB,

Witniesses said Shantana Begum, 50, died on the spol in the
incelent that ok place when 12 women were digging earth
161 o canal. Three of the injured have been admitted to Gheor

Thana Health Complex while the rest were given lirst aid,

Punishment to Aref's killers sought

MANIKGANJ, Mar 12: Manikganj Bar Association at a
rotest meeting has demanded exemplary punishment to the
illers of JSD leader Kazi Aref Ahmed, a valiant freedom

fighter, reports APB. .

The meeting was addressed by. among others, District
Awami League president Advocate Moslemuddin Khan, ex-MP
Mir Abul Khair Mantu, Advocate Abdul Wahab Khan, Jubo Dal
Central Leader Golam Shariar Khan Shipar and Advocate
Jamilur Khan. Advocate Abdul Latif presided over the meeting,
held at the Bar Library auditorium on Saturday.

Fundation of Ainjibi Bhaban laid

-BAJITPUR (Kishoregonj) Mar 12: Law Minister Abdu
- Khasrun, on March @ sald the judiciaryis.tHe gfeates
modern civilisation and js a means :;-?' ensuring g
the country, reports BSS.

The law minister was addressing as the chief guest at a gath-
ering organised in connection with the foundation laying of the
"Bajitpur Ainjibi Samitly" Bhaban here. The minister said since
law and courts are the last resorts of the people, the government
is duty-bound to provide any logistics the people needs to ensure
speedy, easy and inexpensive justice in society.
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Abducted man rescued

HABIGANJ, Mar 12: Police rescued a centenarian man after
two weeks of his abduction from the house of a UP chairman in
Baniachang thana here, reports UNB.

rolice said some local hoodlums abducted the man, identi-
fied as Haji Naziruddin, 103, on February 20 from his house.
The old man was confined to the house of the local UP Chair-
man and the abductors demanded Tk two lakh as ransom from
his relatives, Zahura Khatun, daughter of the centenarian, filed
a general diary with the police who, acting on a tip-off, rescued
the man on the night of March 5, according to the report avail-
able on Sunday. No arrest was made so far in this connection.

Women's Day observed

KHULNA, Mar 12: The International Women's Day was ob-
served here in Khulna on March 8 as elsewhere in the country in
a befitting manner.

The theme of this years international day is "stop women re-
pression and build a happy society”, reports BSS.

Various socio-cultural and women organisations in the city
observed the day through holding different programmes includ-
in? rally, discussions, meetings and musical soiree, Jatiyo Mo-
hila Sangstha of Khulna branch held a discussion meeting at
it's office on this occasion. Presided over by the chairperson of
the Khulna branch Prof Hosnieara Runu. T{E meeting was also
addressed, among others, bﬁ Nurtaz Begum, Lutfunnessa Lufta,
Mukti Roy, Aleya Saeed, Rehana Akhtar, Sahana Balee, Fatema
Khatoon, Halima Akhtar Ruhina, Johra Khateon, Suraiya
Banoo and Momota Rani.

Cotton procurement drive begins

RANGPUR, Mar 12: Cotton procurement drive has be
Rangpur Zone through 19 purchasing centres of Cotton
opment Board, reports UNB.

The board is purchasing the seed and non-seed cotton at Tk
27 and Tk 26 per kilogram respectively from the growers. Offi-
cial sources said cotton was cultivated on 900 hectares of land
in 19 units of the zone comprising of Rangpur, Gaibandha, Kuri-
gram and Lalmonirhat mtﬂ a production target of 800 metric

tons. The harvesting of the crop is going on in full swing in the
currernt season.
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892 crimes committed last year

JAMALPUR, Mar 12: Some 892 crimes were recorded in the
district last year marking the deterioration of law and order
situation, reports UNB.

According to palice, the crimes included rape, dacoity, bur-
glary, clash, kidnapping, incidents of acid throwing and women
and child repression and murder. But local people claimed that
the actual number is much higher than the crimes recorded
with police stations. A police officer, on condition of
anonymity, told that they have failed to take stern action
against the culprits due to political pressure, interference by the

local influential quarters and lack of necessary and modern
equipment,

Female UP member raped

JESSORE, Mar 12:_1'& female Union Parisad (UP) member was
raped by an armed miscreant at her residence in Sarsa thana
last week, reports UNB.

According to a delayed report, the hoodlums entered into the
house of the member of Nizamgur Union Parisad by breaking

the door open at night on March 2 and raped her at sun poi
Villagers rushed to the house on hearing t gun: point.

victim and caught the rapist red-handed.
complices snatched him from the hands
fled the scene. The villagers alleged that the rapist being the
brother of a male Union Parisad member of the same union and

the activist of the ruling party had been threatening the victim
not to file a case with the police

e hue and cry of the
But later on his ac-
of the villagers and

Tobacco factories pollute environment

RANGPUR, Mar 12: The tobacco processing factories locs
UR, ocated
{:ﬁeth; :r'ltildenti?l areas ntharagach Fuuragava are T:ulluting
environment causing health A
i LD £ health hazards to the dwellers, re
Some dwellers alleged that they are facin health h
azards
due to environmental pollution .:-mt;lY expresaedgtheir concern for,
allowing the tobacco processing factories in the residential ar-
eas. Some local physicians said, “"tobacco Prm:esslng in the res-

idential areas is injurious to human h
gerous than smoking." ealth as it is more dan-
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COX'S BAZAR: Automobiles moving fast on the sea beach here creating problems to the tourists. Accidents may occur

Fuel price up in dists

at any moment causing death or injury to them. But there is none to halt such trend. — Star photo by A K M Mohsin

KUSHTIA, Mar 12: The two-
day 'Lalon Festival, 1999 con-
cluded here on March 3 in a be-
fitting manner at the Lalon
Academy premises at village
Cheuria, two miles away from
Kushtia town.

Lalon research workers,
artistes and disciples of great

oet Fakir Lalon attended the
unction from various parts of
the country and abroad.

It may be mentioned here
that twice in a vear ‘bauls’, dis-
ciples of Fakir Lalon Shah meet
at Lalon Mausoleum, once in
the month of March during the

" Lalon festival concludes in Ku

From Fokhrun Nessa

and again in the month of Octo-
ber during his death anniver-
sary. During the festivals they
pay rich tributes to their leader
‘Baul’ Emperor Fakir Lalon
Shah.

They sing throughout days
and nights keeping everybody
spell-bound. This year on the
first day Deputy Comimissioner
of Kushtia Md Abdus Salam,
President of Lalon Academy in-
augurated the 'Swaranotsab’ by
hnif'ding a short discussion
meeting where General Secre-
tary of Lalon Academy and

other members spoke. Deputy

Commissioner said that a

scheme for development and
expansion of Lalon Academy
has been taken up which was
passed by the Ministry of Cul-
tural Affairs. Several admirers
of Lalon Shah and local resi-
dents expressed their eagerness
to donate land for expansion of
the academy premises.

Lalon Shah died some 108
years back. Mystery is there
over his birth and details of his
life is not also not known as
nothing is written about his bi-
ography. But Lalon Shah who
lived within the ‘Zamindary' of
Rabindra Nath Tagore kept a
tremendous impact on him.

full moon (Falpuni Purnima)

o £ e w g
e e S p 2
I R -‘-.. e - _ -2
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. two miles off

Kushtia town. Lalon followers from various parts of the country and abroad wvisit here

throughout the year.
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Tagore himself admitted it in
his lectures delivered at Oxford,
England in 1930.

Lalon is the spiritual leader
of 'bauls' who represent an ob-
scure religious cult. Their icon-
oclasm, disregard of caste and
attempt to make a merger of dil-
ferent religious traditions %ave
them a separate entity, a free-
dom to confront life outside the
prevailing social and religious
custom. They do not preach re-
ligion or religious custom. They
do not preach religion or reli-
gious doctrine but woe others
with their songs which speak of
humanism. During festivals
lwice in a year men and wommen
go on signing and dancing
throughout days and nights.
They take hemp and it is quite
customary with them. Bauls
come from far and near. They
pay rich tributes to their leader,
Lalon Shah through songs.

Prominent 'bauls' who regu-
larly participated here for a
long time were Fakir Chand,
Khoda Baksh, Khejmat Ali,
Jharu Shah, Ranjita, Nemai
Shah, Shukur Shah, Khorshed
Shah and Laily.

During these days, Kushtia
lown wears a  festive 'look.
‘Bauls' bothh men and women
pay homage to their spiritual
leader, Lalon Shah who was a
metaphysical thinker. These
'bauls' who are mystics in a typ-
ical way are free from all desire,
quite indifferent to the worldly
gains and consider themselves
dead. In fact they are dead with
regard to every pain and sorrow.
They are also considered as
religious mendicants, a sect
representing an obscure reli-
gious culture. They believe that
all human beings belong to one
single caste. As God is one and
as He belongs to all see see all
men alike. The structure of the
‘Baul' culture is based on hu-
manism and in this regard Su-
fism of Islam has kept a great
impact on them.
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term rigorous imprisonment
(RI) with a fine of Taka 10,000,
in default, to suffer six months
more imprisonment for killing
a man.

The convicted persons are
Prafullah, Nikhil, Susanto and
Prasanto of Thaipara village in
Shalikha thana here.

Golam Rabbani, Additional
Sessions Judge, Magura deliv-
ered the judgement after con-
gucting the trial on February

3.

The prosecution story in
brief is, the convicted persons
accompanied by others injured
Raton, Tapon and Khokan of
Thaipara village with sharp
weapon when they went to till
land with their brother Sarojit
for killing them. They were
admitted to Magura Sadar Hos-
pital in critical condition, Ra-
ton died at the hospital.

Police submitted
chargesheet against the con-
victed persons after investiga-
tion.

The convicted
absconders when
was delivered.

Corrupt dealers
creating
fertiliser crisis

COMILLA, Mar 12: A severe
crisis of chemical fertilisers
has been prevailing in different
areas for about a month, re-
ports APB.

During a visit to some thana
headquarters, farmers told this
correspondent that the artifi-
cial crisis has been created by a
section of corrupt fertiliser
dealers.

A 50-kg bag of TSP is being
sold at between Tk 320 and Tk
350 ggainst its official price of
Tk 280.

Farmers complain that cor-
rupt dealers are also selling In-
dian SSP fertilizer in the name
of TSP, which is not up to the
standard.

There are 104 fertiliser deal-
ers here. It is alleged that most
of the dealers are selling their

uota at the mill Fa_tes. creating
the artificial crisis.

Ersons were
e judgement

amenities causing untold suf-
ferings to the patients, reports
UNB.

Official sources said four
doctors outl of nine and three
nurses against six are working
in the hospital, but most of
themn remain absent during the
duty hours due to lack of super-
vision and care depriving the
patients of proper treatment.
The emergency patients are the
worst suflerers.

The X-ray machine set up 10
years ago is still lying inopera-
tive though its operator is draw-
ing 'salary regularly.

The patients admitted in the
hospital are also facing a lot of
problems due to lack of proper
care and nursing. They are
served with substandard foods
and are to buy necessar
medicine from outside at hig{l
prices.

Environment of the health
complex is also being polluted
day by day due to negligence of
the authorities concerned. As a
result, not only the patients but
also the visitors are becoming
sick for unclean and filthy at-
mosphere.

Local people alleged that the
authorities have been cultivat-
ing IRRI-Boro and transplanted
Aman on about three acres of
land in the health complex

medicines allotted for the hos-
Bita! find their way in the

lack-market causing suffer-
ings to the poor patients.

Another report says: The 10-
bed Begumganj thana health
complex is yet to be upgraded
into a 50-bed one after 12 years
of its announcement by the au-
thorities concerned.

The health complex was es-
tablished in 1976 at
Choumuhani in the thana and
the decision to upgrade it was
taken in 1986.

Health Ministry also asked
the authorities to acquire five
acres of land adjacent to the
hospital which is yet to be im-
plemented.

- As per direction, Noakhali
Civil Surgeon office sought five
acres of khas land for the hos-
pital from Mouja-283 in Be-
gumganj thana to the district

- administration,

Assistant Commissioner
(Land) of the thana selecting the
land for the hospital sent it to
the Land Reforms Board in
Dhaka in 1997 with a forward-
ing to okay the proposed land.

The board after necessary
approval sent it back to the lo-
cal authority and since then the
prnﬁct is lying shelved.

eanwhile, a vested quarter
has already occupied the pro-
posed land for the hospital.
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A training programme of horticulturists in

progress which was held recently at Natore Horticulture

Centre.
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KISHOREGANJ, Mar 12: A
newly-married housewife
committed suicide in her fa-
ther's house at village Shimul-
bag in Bajitpur thana on Febru-
ary 26. Police sources said,
Snigdha Begum, 18. daughter of
Shahbaz Mia swallowed poison
for unknown reason.

She was married only five
months ago, police said. An un-
natural death (UD) case was reg-
istered with Bajitpur thana in
this connection.

Regional meet
of Nat'l Child

Award Competition

RANGAMATI, Marl2:In a bid
to select competitors in the
National Child Award
Competition-'99, organised by
Bangladesh Shishu Academy,
the regional competition al}:
ready commenced here from
March 2, reports UNB.

This year Rangamati was
selected as the venue for the re-

ional level final competition
or the first time.

Competitors from six dis-
tricts — Chittagong, Cox's
Bazar, Feni, andarban,
Khagrachhari and Rangamati —
have been taking part in the
competition, which will con-
tinue till April 17.

Local organiser of the
academy Shudhamoy Chakma
told that the winners of this
competition would be able to
take part in national level
competitions.

Two-types of this Award
Competitions have been classi-
fied into 62 subjects — 42 on ed-
ucation and culture and 20 on
sports,

Besides, the competitors also
divided into two categories —
"Ka", from class one to seven
and "Kha" up to class ten.

He said the four-phase com-
petition has already begun in
thana level and will continue
Lill March 15 while in district
level it will be held from March
19 to 22 and regional level from
April 2 to 4 and finally na-
tional level from April 14 to 17.

Massive venture to set up

DHAKA SATURDAY, MARCH 13, 1999

From Our Correspondent

FARIDPUR, Mar 12: The
price of jute sticks has gone up
excessively causinﬁ much in-
conveniences to the common
CONSumers.

A medium size bundle of jute
sticks is being sold here be-
tween Taka 400 and Taka 500,
though the price of jute fibre is
decreasing day by day.

A jute stick trader of Haji
Shariatullah market in the
town when asked told this cor-
respondent that the demand of
Jute sticks has increased greatly
for its multipurpose use. More-
over, socores of trucks are car-
rying heaps of jute sticks to
other districts, particularly to
Dhaka daily resulting in its ex-
cessive price like.

A jute grower of Char Haji-
ganj area in Char Bhadrasan
thana said that said that jute
stick, a by-product is more prof-
itable than the jute fibre — the
original product now-a-days.

He added that 1,300-1,400
bundles of jute sticks worth
about Taka 4,000 are grown on
one were of land. On the other
hand 10 to 12 maunds of jute
are produced on the same land,
he aid.

S0, with the increasing de-
mand of jute sticks, the growers
are cultivating jute with much
interest, he further said. '

UNB from Nethrakona re-
ports: Scarcity of fuel has been
Frevailing across the district
or the last few months affect-
ing the daily household activi-
ties of people.

A maund of firewood is being

sold between Taka 80 and Taka
100. The supply of firewood has
decreased to a great extent and
the problem has been prevail-
ing in nine thanas.

The people of Sadar, Mo-
hanganj and Durgapur towns
are using LP gas cylinders for
their domestic cooking. But, the
supply of it has also been re-
duced abnormally creating
much trouble for the dwellers.

The town dwellers started
using electric heater illegally
for their cooking.

Recently, in a drive launched
against the illegal users of elec-
tric heater and electricity in
Sadar. Mohanganj and Durga-
pur lown areas, many people
were fined, said an official of

local Power Development
Board.
Baby burnt
alive

From Our Correspondent

KISHOREGANJ, Mar 12: An
one and-a-half year old baby
was burnt alive when a fire
broke out in the house of Siraj
Mia of village Alirchar in Ku-
liarchar thana recently.

The victim was identified as
Imam Hossain. Two other
members of the family who sus-
tained burn injuries were ad-
mitted to Kaliarchar Thana
Health Complex. Three houses
including all household articles
were gutted. The cause of the fire
could not be ascertained.

poultry farms in Narsingdi

NARSINGDI, Mar 12: The
people of 14 villages in Polash
thana here have taken up a
massive venture to set up poul-
try farms to achieve self-suffi-
ciency, reports UNB.

They set up about 500 large
and medium scale farms of the
domestic fowl for and meat.

Hundreds of students. un-

employed educated youths as’

well as professionals engaged
themselves in these farming.

Their efforts have already
set up instances of successes in
the race of self-development
and self-employment.

Local sources said there are

«about 2 lakh hens in these

farms. The farm owners grow
the hens both for collecting eggs
and chicken as well as for meat.
The cost involved in the main-
tenance is too low.

Nagendra Nandi, a farm
owner of Barabo village said Tk
100 to Tk 120 is needed for
making a hi-breed chicken

own up which can lay 300 to

20 eggs a year. The owner can
earn at least Tk 1000 annually,
he added.

He said cost of poultry feed
against a hen per day is on an
average Taka one only. He in-
formed that one of his neigh-
bour first set up a poultry firm
in the area and became success-
ful. He earned a lot just in the
first year. After that poultry
farming spread in nearby 14
other villages including Gho-
rasal, Paiksha, Khanepur, Ra-
ban, Kuraitoli and Algi.

It has now become a major
source of income of the local
people. he added.

he small entrepreneurs
said they sell their products at
Ghorasal Bazar where the

‘traders buy e%gs daily. Besides,
e

the wholesale businessmen
collect eggs from remote vil-
lages.

Some owners of the farm
said they did not get any credit
facility from the banks so far.

They even did not receive any
government assistance or pa-
tronisation in this regard. Last
year's deluge inflicted huge
damages to their farms, but the
government did not take any
rehabilitation programme for
them.

Local people said if they get
government assistance, they
could flourish their small en-
deavors more.

Problems grip
Bandarban Sadar
Hospital

BANDARBAN, Mar 12:Sadar
Hospital here is beset with
manifold problems seriously
hampering the treatment of pa-
tients, reports UNB.

Hospital sources said short-
age of manpower, lack of blood
bank, specialist physicians and
ambulance are the main prob-
lems of the modern hospital,
constructed at a cost of Tk 40
million.

They said lack of necessary
doctors is a problem prevailing
across the district and only, 20
doctors are how working in the
seven thanas against 68 sanc-
tioned posts.

There is no doctor in
medicine and surgery depart-
ments of the Sadar Hospital
hampering Lhe treatment of
regular patients.

The hospital also lacks a
blood bank and the serious pa-
tients who need blood suffer se-
riously at the time of their
need. The sources said it is run-
ning without any specialist doc-
tor in ENT and Eye depart-
ments.

Civil Surgeon told that there
is nmno ambulance in seven
thanas and the serious patients
cannot be moved from remote
places to the hospital and to
other parts of the country.
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JHENIDAH: Executives of 13 non-governmental organisa-

tions including Unnayan Dhara of Jhenidah attended a
two~day workshop on 'Our Thoughts and Strategy on
Development' held recently at CARITAS Development
Institute (CDI) in Dhaka. The workshop was arranged by

Training Task Group (TTG), Bangladesh.

— Star photo.

Work on Jinarpur dam
yet to be started

SUNAMGANJ, Mar 12: The
work of Jinarpur eross dam 1o
save the adjacent villages and

cultivable lands from the on-

slaught of hilly water is yet to
be started for fund constraint,
reports UNB.

District Water Development

Board sources said an allot-

ment of Tk 41 lakh was given
for the dam, but it has later
been re-allocated for another
project. ,

ources said at the prelimi-

_nary stage Taka 60 lakh and

100 metric tons of wheat were
sought for the dam in fiscal
1998-99, but no approval so far
came from the concerned au-
thorities.

Meanwhile, Jinarpur Dis-
tressed People Weliare and
Flood Protection Committee
submitted a scheme to the au-
thorities concerned for proper
construction of the dam.

They mentioned that if any
one of the four enclosures are
not constructed at the bank of
the river Cahlti, 30 villages and
25,000 acres of land, schools,
madrashas and Tekerhat power
line will be inundated by the
hilly water from Indian state of
Meghalaya.

Freedom fighters Moham-
mad Nazrul Islam and Mo-
hammad Ekhlasur Rahman
said in the previous years, peo-
ple of this area have lost their
dwelling houses and land due to
the on rush of hilly water.

The lands have already been
covered with sand due to lack of
the cross dam, they added.

People of Jinarpur and
Kharchar haor recently staged
demonstration in front of the
Deputy Commissioner's office
to press home their demand for
construction of the dam and
threatened to go for action pro-
gramme if their demand is not
met immediately.

Hemp recovered

“From Our Correspondent

BRAHMANBARIA, Mar 12:

. Police recovered one kilogram

of hemp from a nearby place of
a booking counter of AI]J(hauar
rail station recently.

According to police sources,
acting of on a secret informa-
tion, a team of police headed by
ASI Ali Karim raided Akhaura
rail station and recovered a big
bundle of hemp from the area.



