CU convocation
amid tight

security today

From CU Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Mar 12: The
second convocation of Chit-
tagong University will be held
lomorrow,

Prime Minister and Chan-
cellor of the University Sheikh
Hasina will inaugurate the con-
vocation and distribute certifi-
cates among the graduates from
1984 to 1992, M Phil and Ph.D
degree holders up to December
1998. Education Minister AHSK
Sadek will be present as special
guest.

Sheikh Hasina will also
take part in the convocation
rally on the campus at 11.15
am.

However, BNP and Jamaat

backed White Panel teachers,

Jatcilyatabadl Chhatra Dal (JCD]}
and Islami Chhatra Shibir
(ICS) have decided to boycott the
convocation.

They said the present acting
Vice-Chancellor (VC) has no le-
gal right to arrange this pro-
gramme as the decision ol the
convocation was not approved
by the academic council of the
University.

The first convocation held
in 1994 was presided over by
Begum Khaleda Zia, former
Chancellor of the Universit
and Awami League backed Pini::
Panel teachers had boycotted
the convocation.

The University authorities
have formed eight sub commit-
tees. including a 17-member
ceniral organising committee
headed by professor Zahurul
Alam, registrar of the Univer-
sity to oversee the whole ar-
rangement.

Professor Abdul Mannan,
VC of the university urged all
concerned to make the convoca-
tion a success.

See Page 12 Col 5

AJM polls: BDR,
armed police to
be deployed

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Mar 12:
High police officials from
Dhaka today visited Adamjee
Jute Mills (AJM] to see security
measures for CBA elections
scheduled to be held on March
14.

"We are examining all pos-
sible security measures to avoid
violence,” one visiting police
official told The Daily Star.

The Collective Bargaining
Agent [CBA) elections are to be
held in AJM after a lapse of
nine years,

Depuly inspector general
(DIG) of Police, Dhaka Range,
Matiur Rahman, Additional
DIG Abdul Hannan and offi-
cials ol district police adminis-
tration discussed with the mills
authorities the security mea-
sures on Lhe election day,

It was decided that two com-
panies of BDR personnel, two
armed police battalion and
2.000 police personnel would be
deployed to ensure a peaceful
polling.

"However, the number of se-
curity personnel might be in-
creased if needed.” another po-
lice official said.

The police officials visited
the AJM following a report in
The Daily Star that a tense sit-
uation was prevailing at the
jute mills ahead of the elec-
lions.
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Arshad Khan bags five wickets

Pakistan bundle out

Sri Lank

By Al-Amin

Arshad Khan came from
nowhere to return with a ca-
reer-best haul of five wickets to
give Pakistan an edge over Sri
Lanka on the first day of the in-
augural Asian Test Champi-
onship final that began at the
Bangabandhu National Sta-
dium yesterday.

The tall right-arm off-spin-
ner from Peshawar. playing
only his third Test, took five
wickets for 38 runs as Sri
Lanka, batting first after win-
ning the toss in the morning,
were bundled out for 231 runs.

In reply, Pakistan were 33
for no loss at stumps with the
left-right combination of Saeed
Anwar and Wajahattullah
Wasti walchfully encountering
the torrid ten overs in the last
45 minutes.

Although Pakistan ruled the
day, it was the spectacular Test
venue with a legacy of a glorious
past, which for an umpteenth
time won the heart of the crick-
eting world by offering a full 90
overs of an absorbing battle de-
spile a light drizzle before tea.

The wicket was harmonious
to both bowlers and batsmen.
the oullield was fantastic to say
the least. -

A regular visitor to the very

Big stretch of Banani Lake

a for 231
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ound, Arshad, who plaved lor
urjo Tarun in Dhaka's Pre-
mier league this season, was
rewarded for maintaining a

good line and length on a wicket

that produced lively bounce.

The 28-year-old Pathan
more than justified his inclu-
sion as a third spinner when he
went to create a personal
record. He erased his previous
best bowling figures of 3 for 73,
that against Australia in the
third Test at Karachi last
September.

Although Arshad, who can
hardly turn the ball, stole the
limelight on an eventful day,
Pakistani speedster Shoaib
Akhter returned to action in
style by uprooting the off-stump
of Sri Lankan opener Russe]
Arnold. It was, however. none
but captain Wasim Akram, who
inflicted an early Sri Lankan
collapse, claiming two wickets
L1 successive deliveries,

Arguably the besl man in the

while others watch
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business with the shiny ball,
Akram took little time to vin-
dicate his counterpart Aravin-
da's decision to bat on a gloomy
morning when the left-arm
seamer struck in the third over
of the innings.

Bowling only his second
over from the Pavilion End,
Akram had opener Aviska Gu-
nawardene caught by Wasti in
second slip with an outswinger.

He then returned ﬂ[lE-dDW[l.

Mahela Jayawardene for =
lirst-ball duck. The young Sri
Lankan right-hander was un-
done by yel another outswinger
from the left-handed Akram
that cut back sharply on to him.

Akram. who scored a hat
trick in Lahore, was however
deprived of an unique double in
successive Tests when Atapattu
safely negotiated the fourth de-
livery alter the third one was
declared ‘no’ by the umpire.

But there was little respite

See Page 12 Col 2

sold out to developers

The entire stretch of the
city's Banani Lake between Ma-
hakhali Road and Kemal
Ataturk Avenue in the north
has been sold out to developers
violating the Prime Minisler's
order,

Many of these developers
have already started filling u
the lake. The remaining E[Iﬂt{:ﬁ
of the lake is now full of demar-
cation pillars with signboards
naming the owners. Trucks car-
rying earth to fill up the lake
keep rolling day and night, res-
idents of the area said.

The prime minister had is-
sued an order to different gov-
ernment and semi-government
oragnisations in April last year
saying that no lake, open space,
low lying area or canal in the
city can be filled up without
prior permission of the PM.

Rajuk Chairman M Azizul
Haque has categorically denied

By Staff Correspondent

that Rajuk allocated any plot in
the lake and termed the act
‘tllegal occupation’. He said his
ollice was in the process of
identifying such land grabbers.
And ‘measures were being
taken even to prosecute the cul-
prits’, ;

In many cases .Rajuk lost
ownership of the lake as illegal
occupices  LOuk advantage of le-
gal loopholes and tufned parts
of the lake into their own prop-
erty. Haq said a move was un-
derway to requisition those
and save the lake,

But local people said most of
the occupiers were producing
Rajuk clearance before demar-
cating their boundaries.

At Road -16 on the Gulshan
side of the lake, several people
were injured recently when two
groups fought over occupation
of a part of the lake. One group
arrived at the spol lo put their

claim on a stretch of the lake
which had already been demar-
cated by an influential person.
Al one stage, the group clashed
with the other group protectin
the demarcated portion, loca
people said. Gulshan police,
however. denied any knowledge
of the incident.

Al Lhe same spot, this corre-
spondent found aboul wWo-
thirds ol the lake covering an
area ol more than 20 acres have
been demarcated. Truckloads
of earth were being dumped into
the lake. Several young men
who were guarding the site said
the area belonged to one
Akhtaruzzaman Babu of Chit-
tagorig.

At Road-28, a few hundred
yards from Road -16 in front of
the residence of State Minister
for Jute Faizul Haque. one
Sikim Ali  also said the lake

.........

A truck is dumping earth into the Banani Lake near Road No 15.

........
........
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"OFF STUMP AIRWAYS' TAKES OFF!
A super-fast Shoaib Akhter delivery sends Sri Lankan Russel Arnold's off stump flying
during the opening day of the Asian Test Championship final at the Bangabandhu

National Stadium yesterday.

Khaleda visits

Jessore today

By Staff Correspondent

BNF Chairperson and Leader
of the Opposition in Parliament
Begum Khaleda Zia will visit
Jessore today to console the
family members of bomb blast
victims.

Al least eight people were
killed and over 100 injured in
powerful explosions at a cul-
tural function of Udichi in the
early hour of Sunday.

Begum Zia will also visit
Jessore hospital to see the con-
dition of the injured people.

| Later; she wilt=<dress a protest

rally at Jessore Eidgah Maidan
al 3 pm,

The opposition leader will
exchange views with local jour-
nalists and the leaders and
members of Udichi at Jessore
Circuil House separately,

BNP secretary general Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan MP, Lt Gen
(Retd) Mir Shawkat Ali, Major
Gen (Retd) Zahirul Alam Khan,
Sadek Hossain Khoka MP, Dr
Abdul Moyeen Khan MP,

See Page 12 Col 4
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LEASE FINANCING
Are You Looking For Financial Assistance In

Capital Machinery

Medical Equipmeant
Marine Transport
Generator & Boiler

Heavy Construction Equipment

PHOENIX LEASING COMDANY LTD.

Shadhinata Bhaban (1st fi.) 88, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka
Phone: 9569007 (Auto Hunting) Fax : 9567787
“gtabad Branch, R.M. House, 31 Agrabad C/A; Ctg. Ph : 710089, Fax : 710086

+ Vehicle like Luxury Buses,
Microbuses, Trucks, Tractors
Cargo Camers, Pick-Up, Cars

+ Lifts/Elevators

+ Arr Conditioning Plants
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Arrested Monirul Hasan says

I support Harkat, but

the gun 1s not mine

From Shehab Ahmed

JESSORE. Mar 12: After
nearly 24 hours in police cus-
tody. 37-year-old Maulana
Monirul Hasan did not buckle
and remained firm on his
statement that he was a sup-
porter of Harkatul Jihand b
neither had a gun nor was in-
voived in Sunday's bomb ex-
plosions at Udichi's cultural
[unction here.

" No, I have not done any-
thing.. [ did not have a gun.. |
have support for the Harkat. I
collected subscriptions from
people lor them.. But nothing
else.” Hasan told The daily Star
early today at Kotwali thana.

He was kept until [ am at the
CID office where plainclothes-
men questioned him inten-

sively, trying to ferret out in-
[ormation from him.

Police arrested him from his
empty cloth shop at Chati Am-
tala Bazar, 10 km from the
town yesterday as a suspect in
Sunday's ineident at the Towmn
Hall Maidan and claimed to
have recovered a Us-made pis-
tol from his possession.

‘Bul he did not wilt despite
some rough interrogation
which he took stoically. He
would not give anything. He
started to recite verses from the
Quran when faced with tough
questions, and sometimes to de-
ter exasperated officials trying
to break him down", a CID
source said

See Page 12 Col 5

Probe bodies suggest beefing

up of security at ZIA

Two inquiry committees
formed to investigate the death
of a Bangladeshi in the wheel
carriage of a foreign airliner
have recommended immediate
beefing up of securily arrange-
mernts at Zia International
Airport (ZIA) to prevent recur-
rence ol security-relaled unto-
ward incidents.

The committees were set up
lollowing Junaid Ali's death on
January 2 alter he managed to
sneak into the wheel bay of a
British Airways aircraft al
ZlA. His body was found in a
Irozen state in the plane after it
landed in Delhi. It was the sec-
ond such incident involving a
stowaway. The [irst was the
tdleath of one Mahbub whose
body was found in the wheel
carriage of a Saudi bound Bi-
man aircraft in early 1997,

Bolh the inguiry commit-

M Anwarul Haq

lees, whose reports were ob-
tained by The Daily Star, felt
that lack of proper security su-
pervision might have enabled
Junaid to sneak into the wheel
bay of the British Airwavs
plane when it stayed overnight
on January 1-2. They also felt
that failure to implement most
of the recommendations made
by a probe body two years ear-
lier contributed to recurrence of
a similar tragedy. Following
Malibub's death, 10 recommen-
dations were [orwarded by the
probe body headed by Group
Captain Igbal, Member, CAAB.
In the case of the latest
tragedy, a one-member commit-
tee put forward 14 recommen-
dations and a four-member
committee made 26 recommen-
dations. The one-member body
was headed by Nurul Huda, a
Joint Secretary in Lthe Ministry

of Civil Aviation and the other
was headed by Director Flight
salety of CAAB Group Captain
Ashraful Azhar,

Both the committees have
identified, among other rea-
s011s, securily lax and absence
of the guard concerned from the
tarmac in the early hours of
January 2. However. it ignored
the absence of Armed Police
Baltalion personnel from their

See Page 12 Col 4
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Opposition's
protest day’
today

By Staff Correspondent

The BNP-led Opposition will
observe "Protest and Demon-
stration Day" throughout the
country today.

The BNP, Jatiya Party, Ja-
maat-e-Islami and Islamic
Oikya Jote will simultaneously
observe the day to protest gov-
emment's 'failure’ to ensure se-
curity of life and property of
people, repression on opposi-
tion activists and arrest of their
leaders and workers,

As part of the central pro-
gramme, the BNP will organise
a rally at city's Muktangan at 4
pm today and bring out a pro-
cession. Other parties of the al-
liance will also organise sepa-
rate rallies and bring out pro-
cessions from different parts of
the city.

Meanwhile, BNP secretary
general Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan in a statement yester-
day urged the leaders and ac-
tivists of all city, district and
thana committees as well as
people in general to make to-
day, programmne a success
through holding rallies and
processions.

Ten killed in
Comilla road
accident

Al least 12 people were killed
and 31 others injured in sepa-
rale road accidents in Comilla
and Jessore lasl night, report
agencies. '

BSS adds: At least 10 persons
were killed and 11 others
seriously injured in a road ac-
cident on Dhaka-Chittagong
highway at Gobindapur under
Chandina thana of Comilla dis-
trict last night,

Police and hospital sources
said the accident occurred when

‘a Dhaka bound bus ecarrying a

bridal party [rom Nabinagar of
Brahmanbaria collided with a
container truck coming from
opposite direction. -

Four persons died on the
spot and five others succumbed
lo their injuries at Chandina
thana health complex and an-
other in Comilla Combined
Military Hospital (CMH).

The critically injured 11
persons, including the newly
mdrried couple were admitted
to Chandina thana health com-
plex and Comilla CMH.

See Papge 12 Col 8

Yehudi
Menuhin
dead

BERLIN. Mar 12: Yehudi
Menuhin, one of the most bril-
liant and celebrated violinists
of the century, died here today
after a heart attack at the age of
82, his agent Hand Adler said,
reports AFP.

The attack was brought on
by a bout of bronchitis, an ill-
ness which had freguf:ntl:,r af-
fected him, Adler said.

Menuhin was in Berlin to
conduct the Warsaw Symphony
Orchestra in a concert of music
by Brahms and Medelssohn on
Tuesday this week. The concert
was caricelled because of his
illness.

Born in New York on April
22, 1916 to Russian Jewish
immigrants, Menuhin was a
child prodigy who developed
into one of the most influential
interpreters of classical and
modern music.

See Page 12 Col 1

Treatment of burn injury: UK
experts to train up local docs

British surgeons and nurses
will train up Bangladeshi doc-
tors and nurses in treatment of
burn injury and plastic surgery
at the proposed 50-bed 'burn
unit’ to be set up at the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital com-
pound.

The training will continue
for five years. officials at the
DMCH said.

British Overseas Develop-
ment Agency (DFID) will pro-
vide "all necessary support” for
the training, they said.

The DMCH has been selected
for the proposed unit by the
Overseas Interest Group of
British Association of Plastic
Surgeons, Dr. Ronald William
Hiles. chief of the Association
told The Daily Star during his
recent live-week visil. Con-
struction of the project is ex-
pected to start in July.

During his stay, Dr. Hiles
ave training on treatment of
urn injury including acid burn

and plastic surgery, and oper-
ated upon 99 patients at the

By Naimul Haq

DMCH free of cosl. He left
Dhaka on march 7.

"The need for supporting the
local doctors and transferring
technology is great and there is
an urgent need lor addressing
the problem. The massive
problem in the country needs a
separate burn unit which
should have a stable support for
continuity,” DR Hiles said.

An estimated ten lakh cases
of burn injury including acid
burns take place in the country
every year. But only a fraction
of the patients can be admitted
to hospital for treatment due to
lack of facilities and trained
doctors and nurses.

DMCH. withs allocated 16
beds, is the only hospital in the
country providing treatment on
a very limited scale.

A British physiotherapist,
Ruth Ann Fanstone, who ac-
companied Dr Hiles during his
visil, told this correspondent |,
"Presently, burn injury pa-
tients are dying. But they can be
saved if certain improvements

are made. Disability can also be
reduced if care is improved.”

Ruth also put forward a
number of suggestions which
include intensive care for the

atients. For this, nurses need
)asic training  specially on
physiotherapy, she said .

Asked how seriously the
ministry was looking at the
problem, State Minister for
Health and Family Welfare
Prof. M Amanullah said, "We
consider this as the number one
problem and it would be given
priority in the next budget.”

“Development of treatment
facility at the DMCH where al-
mosl all the patients are re-
ferred to is very urgent,” said Dr
S L Sen, one of four plastic
surgery consultants at the hos-
pital.

“But it never got any atten-
tion from the authorities al-
though repeated requests were
made over the years for {mprov-
ing the facilities, "he said,

Dr Sen said Health Secretary

See Page 12 Col 8

Night coach looted near
Fenai: 1 killed, 16 hurt

FENI. Mar 12: One person
was killed and another 16 were
injured when a gang of armed
dacoits swooped on the passen-
gers of a night coach on the
Dhaka-Chittagong Highway at
Barairhat in the early hours of
teday, reports UNB.

The bandits looted valuables
worth about Tk 50,000 from the
passengers, police and trav-
ellers said.

Harun-or-Rashid, 41, of vil-
lage Chhayani in Chatkhil,
Noakhali succumbed to his stab
injuries at Feni Sadar Hospital.
The injured were also admitted
to the hospital.

Police arrested one of the
robbers, identified as Zahangir
Alam, 25, son of Tajul Islam of
village Charkhoa of Laxmipur.

Police and the passengers
said a gang of about a dozen da-
coits, who were travelling in the
same bus in the guise of passen-

gers took control of the Ram-
gati-bound coach and swooped
on the passengers when it
reached Feni bypass at about
1.30 am.

They got down at Lemua,
nine km off Feni town, leaving
16 passengers injured.

Hearing alarms police pa-
trols rushed to the spot and
nabbed one of the telons.

The injured were rushed to
the hospital where Rashid died
after admission.

With the latest swoop on the
night coach, the number of
highway robberies on the Feni
bypass in laslt three months
rose o 10.

Dacoity at

a city house

By Staff Correspondent

A gang of dacoits looted gold
ornaments., money and other
valuables worth about Tk five
lakh from the residence of a
businessman in the city's
Hazaribagh area in the early
hours of yesterday.

Accnrdin% to the police the
dacoits numbering about six cut
the grills and entered House No
8/1 Charakghata under
Hazaribagh thana at about 4
am. They tied up members of
the family and confined them
in a room at gun point,

See Page 12 Col 8

INNALILLAHE WA INNA ILAIYAHE RAJEUN

We, at Apex Tannery Group,
deeply mourn the sudden death

of Md. Ruhul Ameen, our
Dy. Managing Director. He was a
source of great strength and
inspiration. We have lost a great
visionary and above all, a .
wonderful human being. Our
heartfelt condolences to his
family in this time of grief.




