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Stargazing at Bangabandhu

Zakaria Simon

event, and the Test

Hn}' big
final at the Bangabandhu is no
mean one, sends the adrenaline
Fl.lmpiﬂg to the extent of often
winging out the exceptional
among men of Eremium qual-

ity. Dhaka and the world will be
watching closely the events at
the Bangabandhu National
Stadium. And in the five days to
come, one or two will emerge
the better amongst the best.
Both Pakistan and Sri Lanka
house a number of world greats
and also some stars that have
just begun to twinkje Only time
will tell, which will pro-
vide the star of 1 E D aka T&st
As an appetiser, we offer sam-
lers from both sides:; stars who
1ave already made the grade,

SAEED ANWAR

In the game of cricket when
the job is to score runs, Saeed
Anwar's name can be found in
the upper echelon of a list of
batsmen who are best in doing
so. The short and skinny Pak-
istan opener may not be an im-
posing figure but his occupancy
of the crease means the score-
board will find itself in motion.
Once the Karachi-born left-
hander getls going, runs seem
very easy lo come by. A sweet
timer of the ball, Anwar has
even command on both sides of
the wicket and all the grace of a
traditional left-hander. And
after being in and out of the
Pakistan team in the early days
of his career, he has now be-
come an md;s{gens&ble mem-
ber. His records testify to his

talents. After an uncertain start
‘!._q_lgs career, Anwar has acpu_—_._i

mulated 3,027 runs from 68
innings in 40 Test matches at
an average of 45.86. He also has
eight centuries and 18 [ifties
under his belt. His highest score
is 188 not out.

But over the years, Anwar, a
national side member for al-
most a decade, has proven to be
a player who performs his best
only when in the right frame of
mind.

Still, Anwar is the type of a
batsman one would not hesitate
spend money to watch and the
followers of the game in this
country would be expecting him
to rise to the nccasinn

CHAMINDA VAAS

Chaminda Vaas has in many
ways been the architect-in-
chief of Sri Lanka's recent up-

surge in the international
arena. His incisive left-arm
pace bowling, which has invited
comparisons with Wasim
Akram, albeit somewhat pre-
maturely, has given the Sri-
Lankan attack the bite that was
sorely missing previously. Vaas
became the first Sri Lankan to
take 10 wickets in a Test match
in 1994-95, and at 25, a veteran
of 27 Tests, he still thinks him-
self as a learner of the game.
The Colombo-born player, who

lays for Colts Cricket Club,

as 84 wickets to his name at
an average of 30.65 with one
ten-wicket and four five-wicket
hauls. His best figures are six
for 87,

Vaas clearly has much to
give to the future of Sri Lankan
cricket and the Asian champi-
onship linal here in Dhaka.

MAHELA

JAYAWARDENA

Born on the 27th of May in
1977, Mahela Jayawardena is
in the genesis of his career. The
Colombo-bom batsman has %o
far played only eight Test

matches and already entered a
high sncteti.' of batsmen by scor-
ing a double century just in his
sevenith Test -- the second fix-
ture of the Asian Test Champi-
onship in Colombo. The right-
hander, who plays domestic
cricket for Sinhalese Sports
Club, made 694 runs from 12
innings at an average of 57.83
with two hundreds and four
half-centuries.

But what the youngster

shnwed durmg h:s 242 Ia::'

month against India is that he
has a strong approach towards
the game and that again couid
serve the Sri Lankan purpose in
this final.

SHOAIB AKHTAR

“The fastest bowler in the
world will be making his Test
debut tomorrow”, said the Pak-
istan captain about Shoaib
Akhtar ai‘tr:r the bowler was

called up by the selectors for the
nd Test against West Indies
at 'Rawalpindi in 1997. But the
speedster could not do justice to
his captain's comments then.
And until the first match of the
Asian Test Championship in
Calcutta last month, his per-
formance had been pretty ordi-
nary in the intermational arena
other than a five-wicket haul --
his best so far -- in South Africa
against the hosts last year,
However, in the Asian Test at
Calcutta his two furious con-
secutive deliveries that up-
rooted the leg and middle
sturups of Rahul Dravid and
Sachin Tendulkar, made him a
hero overnight. Consequently,
the Rawalpindi lad is being
considered by miany (o be a de-
cisive factor for his team in the
final of the championship.

This 24-year-old paceman
has an inherent capability to
generate ferocious speed on par
with the world's fastest. More-
over, to make himself more of a
fast bowler he has already
added variety in his deliveries
and this adaptability has
helped him to become a lethal
bowler by now.

Young and brimming with
zeal and talent, Dhaka could be
a perfect place for Shoaib to
reign in pace.

U-21 snooker

Sajjad keeps
title

Sved M Sajjad of Dhaka
Club won the national U-21
snooker championship for the
fourth time defeating Ashique
Aziz of Dhaka Billiard Centre
6-3 (7/57, 60/63, 57/50, 55/39,
41/50, 75/52, 50/52, 51/43 &
60/12) held at the Dhaka Club
yeslerday, says a press release,

Earlier in the semifinals,
Sajjad defeated compatriot Zi-
aur Rahman Azad 5-3 and
Ashigque had to use all his skill
to beal Numayer Mahbub of
Dhaka Club 5-4.

In the third place playoff,
Zﬂur had 3-1 easy win against

Numayer.

Kabadi in 8th
SAF Games

KATHMANDU, Mar 11: This
year s South Asian Federation
(SAF) Games will host events in
12 fields, including the regional
sport of kabadi, host Nep a?ls top
spbrts body, the Nf‘pal Sports
Council said Wednesday. re-
ports AFP.

"We have chosen twelve
sports events for the forthcom-
ing 8th SAF Games scheduled to
be held between September 25 to
October 4, 1999 in Kathmandu,"
South Asia Sports Federation
president and Nepal Olympic
Commiitiee president Rukma
Shumsher Rana said.

Unique Eastern

51/B, Kamal Ataturk Avenue
Banani, Dhaka, Tel : 605416

Himu Enterpriﬁ
-~ House - 84/6,
New Aj

BAEE

Road # 1, House # 11
O.R Nijam Road, Chittagong
Tel : 031-650171, 011858437

Intra Global

Plot-3. Road-5, Sector-7

Uttara, Dhﬂka

Tel : 892970, 892114

Nahar & Brothers
Co-operative House

149, B.B. Road, Narayanganj o

Tel : ﬂﬁ?l '}'3[193

The Metal {Pvt.'}" Lid.'
692/B Bara Maghha;ar

Dhaka

Tel : 836408, 415798

- Maghna Builders

Meghna Ghat, Sﬂna:gaan

Narayanganj
Tel : 011-863391

Mollah & Brotheri Co. .~ -
D N Road, Pagla, Narayangani -
Tel : 243488, 341171, 9712

Bismillah Enterprise
50/Ka Progati Saranj
Gulshan
- Dhaka Tel : 870177, 9836?49

Jagannathpur,

Lucky En
9IC Mutl]hﬂel CfA
Dhaka-1000

Tel ; 9553038, 9'5_53713.?;

Brothers Corpo

Tel :

S. S. Enterprlse
Mukti Sawrani -
Chittagong Road

Permissible Dealer :

: Airport Road, Banani
Dhaka Tel : 87 HHZ 339{}90_

ration
10/1 Nawab Yusuf Road
Nayabazar, Dhaka-1000
24'?443 Gll Eﬁ1425

I{atchpur Narayanganj

= Sport

DHAKA FRIDAY, MARCH 12, 1999

Cricket was always consid-
ered the last froritier in sports.
It was one of the few games, is
not the only one. which was
governed by Laws, not Rules. It
was the only game where each
shot had its own name. It was
the only game where the people
who played were referred to as
Gentlemen and Players, unlike
other games where you could
call them amateurs and profes-
sionals. In the not so olden
days, when an individual
turned pro, the public address
system at English country
grounds were wonl o announce,
"Today Cowdrey has become a
Player, and so has ceased to be a
Gentleman. He will from now
on be reterred to as MC Cow-
drey, and nol Cowdrey, MC."
The times began to charnige,

It is said that the only per-
manent thing in life is change.
So it was with crickel; the bas-
tions of the once greal and no-
ble game Erurnb%f'd with the
Packer Series, and from then
on the Ferris wheel of cricket
fortunes began turning so furi-
ously that cricket remained
cricket no longer. No longer did
cricketers get out of bed to don
their flannels and play a
match. They began to drive to
the grounds, and THEN don
their coloured pyjamas to play
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a match. No longer was it the
red cherry flying across the
lush green outfields. It was
[hurrnr of horrors!!] a WHITE
ball speeding across the spon-
sor's logo at long on. No longer
did the batsman pull his cap
down rakishly over one eye, as
he squinted into the sum at ex-
tra cover. Now the LIGHTS (7)

are all user-friendly. The di-
alectics and sociology of night
cricket have turned the game

around. The times have defi-
nitely changed.

No longer do umpires raise
the fingers to signal a dis-
missal: they now draw a hollow
box in the air. No longer is it the
?rerugauve of host countries 1o

eld their best umpires: neutral
umpires now have to be im-
ported. Diclionaries are being
rewritten, and Webster is aghast
because Lhe term umpire” actu-
ally MEANT neutral. The times
have indeed changed,

Tesl cricket was all about the
conscious transcending the
stibconscious. It was a never
ending sequence of happenings
in a cricket match played at the
highest level over a prescribed
period of time. It was time ver-
sus energy, where only one or
the other could fashion an out-
come or determine a result. It
was not meanl (o be charled or
segmenled into compartments
for runs or wickets. Test cricket
was not meant to be graded by
points. Cricket was always a
game of chance, because it be-
gins with a toss. | went through
the rules for the present format,
and it seems that, when nothin
else works, it is supposed to en
with a toss. | can't take any such
changes anymore, But we live
and learn as we grow older and
wiser. And so it must be,

There is talk now of how the
ﬁame needs 1o be revamped and

ow the poor. long-suffering,

Sri Lanka_'s star batsman Mahela Jayawardena (L) is being attended to by the team physio
after hurting his wrist during practice at the Bangabandhu Stadium yesterday:.

—5Star photo by Anisur Rahman

ULES, LAWS AND VIDEOTAPES

paying public should be given
their just desserts, by way of
massive doses of excitement
lurking in every nook and
cranny of test cricket. Bonus
points and outright wins are the
jargon of today. So also are
bets, bribes and match-fixing.
There is talk of the Lahore
match, that a team that "should
not" be in the final has reached
the rarefied atmosphere by de-
fault. totally discounting the
fact that the team which
"should have"” been there had
choked when the chips were
down.

There is talk also that the
point system be revised, How?
Perhaps we could introduce a
jackpot over, say the 66th,
where if the battmg side can hit
three consecutive sixes, it earns
two extra batting points. Or,
say, in the 82nd over, if the
bowling side gets two wickets in
consecutive balls, it also bags
two exira points. We can get
carried away here and suggest
that three diving catches by the
keeper in an innings count for
power play and three points. Or
maybe even ... The possibilities
are endless.

But the framers of these
rules have, in their time, played
their cricket in quite the fash-
ion that most dictionaries
would term dour. Results were
the farthest item on their
cricket agenda. Great players
they may have been. but not
greal enough surely to Cf)l ay god
to this game. The world used to
be amazed at the way they
played the fastest of all bowling
with the dead meant of the bat
standing on tiptoe. There would
in all likelihood be a collective
hush, and collective ochs and
aahs, as the ball would drop
dead at their feet, mocking the
vultures clustered around the
batting crease.

They were also those who
wheeled their arms over loop-
ing the ball in the air, pulling it
back and forth with nobody be-
yond thirty yards from the bat.
And not a run would be scored.
And there were those like me,
who were prepared Lo walk
miles, spend a fortune and sit

for hours transfixed by such
spectacles.

Lata Mangeshkar cannot be
asked for obvious reasons 1o
sm& her songs attired in leo-
tards, nor can Shweta Shetty
romp around in a Kanjeevaram.
But they have their own slots
and their own prime time rat-
ings. Each in their own way,
Why ask them to change? Does
art imitate life, or does life imi-
tate Jagmohan Dalmiya?
Should 1 ask?

These gentlemen in question
are, | understand, in Dhaka at
the moment, perhaps only a
three iron distance from where
I'am, but do | dare or do [ dare?
That's another story.

Heartiest welcome to Dhaka

The participants of the

Asian Test Championship

Cricket Cup
Final Match
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