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The Admiral Speaks Out

Weeks after his controversial dismissal, Admiral Vishnu Bhagwat breaks his
silence at a press conference in New Delhi, raising disturbing questions about

forces that threaten the integrity of the military
security. Sukumar Muralidharan in N

FTER weeks of seclusion.
Admiral Vishnu
Bhagwat, the Chief of the
Naval Staflf (CNS) whose
dismissal from service on
December 30 caused a storm of
controversy, broke his silence
about the events leading to the
dramatic denouement to his
military career. The occasion
was a media conference at the
capital city's Press Club on
February 22. At his combative
best, the Admiral took on the
olitical establishment that
Ead victimised him, pulling few
punches and sparing few sensi-
tivities. In equal measure, his
fire was directed at those sec-
tions of the media that had
played the indispensable func-
tion of justifying the Govern-
ment's decision with supposed
evidence of his wrongdoing.

"l have not come to the me-
dia earlier, though there were
tremendous pressures on me to
do so." said Bhagwat in his in-
troductory remarks. But he had
assured the nation on January
14, two weeks after his ouster
and just prior to his departure
from .Delhi, that he would not
let the "tissue of lies” that had
been fabricated by the Govern-
ment to stand. This was a duty
that he owed to the armed
forces, and his appearance be-
fore Delhi's press corps was his

AEIEIERE L Rasonuts with po;
the integrity of the military and
endangered national security.

Bh t took on the allega-
tions of wrongdoing that had
been levelled against him,
When the tension began rising
between him and the Govern-
ment, he asserted, an inquiry
was ordered against him by the
Central Bureau of Investigation
and the Intelligence Bureau.
The senior police officers who
were assigned this mission
were, he said, "ashamed” of the
sordid task that they had to do.
And their final report was a cer-
tain "desperate question” to the
Government: '&{nw will this
Naval Chief live after retire-
ment?”

The Admiral chose to put on
record this fact in evident in-
dignation at a report featured in
a daily newspaper published
from Delhi on the morning of
his media conference. With no
effort at subtlety, .the report
made out a case that Bhagwat
had been unduly solicitous of a
junior -officer, Rear Admiral
S.V. Purohit, despite evidence of
his alleged malfeasance. He had
allegedly appointed the Rear
Admiral to the pivotal position
of Chief=of ' Logistics -in ‘naval
headquarters, allegedly

is alleged wrongdoing, and
then allegedly falsified records
to recommend his promotion to
the next higher rank,

These were supposed to be
damning allegations; they left
Bhagwat unfazed. The charges
against Purohit had first sur-
faced in an anonymous note
circulated widely in October
1997. It had subsequently been
put through a departmental
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deflect ‘an official prob& into!:

scrutiny and then relerred to
the CBIL Crucially. neither ex-
ercise had turned up the slight-
est corroborative evidence
against the officer. The sudden
re-emergence of these allega-
tions in the media on the morn-
ing of Bhagwat's meeting with
the media was evidently an ef-
fort to doctor opinion to his
disadvantage. And Bhagwat did
not conceal his disgust with the
stratagem.

The former Navy Chief's
main indictment was, however,
reserved for Union Minister of
Defence George Fernandes. His
actions, which culminated in
the unlawful removal of a mili-
tary commander on December
30, were clearly a "politico-mil-
itary coup", said Bhagwat. The
supposed ground for his dis-
missal was his deliberate defi-
ance of the established princi-
ple of Cabinet control over the
defence services. But no such de-
fiance could be proved. "Civil-
ian control.” said Bhagwat, is
defined within a policy frame-
work: "It relates to issues of war
and peace; it relates to matters
of strategic consequence. It
prohibits day-to-day interfer-
ence in matters of appointment,
posting and promotion.”

The immediate cause of his
dismissal was his refusal to ac-
cept the appointment of Vice
Admiral Harinder Singh,
Fortress Commander in the
Andamans, as Deputy Chief of
the Naval Staff (DCNS). His
grounds for doing so, said
Bhagwat, had been spelt out in a
detailed note sent to all mem-
bers of the Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet on
December 10. In all, they ran to
23 counts — from the damning
charge that Harinder Singh had
snu% t to foment communalism
in the armed forces to basic
questions about his competence
and commitment to duty. Fer-
nandes, said Bhagwat, took
none of his reservations into
account. In complete disregard
of the offensive lone {hat
Harinder Singh had employed
in a ‘redressal of grievance” pe-
tition against the Chief of the
Naval Stail, the Defence Minis-
ter chose to describe him as a
"decent and competent” officer
and actively championed his
appointment as DCNS. In the
process, he entered into a series
of direct communications with
the Vice Admiral. A parallel
channel of communication was
also set up concurrently, be-
tween the then Defence Secre-
tary Ajit Kumar and Vice Admi-
ral Sushil Kumar, chief of the

Soutliern Naval Comtmand. """
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Bhagwat!s munmming up of
these events 'wis dramatic:
"Never in the fifty years of our
history since 1947 has the sub-
version of the chain of military
command been carried out in
such a blatant manner — de-
stroying the entire civil-mili-
tary relationship, underminin
the disciplinary framework o
an armed force of the Union."
There must evidently have
been a purpose behind the ex-

traordinary actions of the De-
[ence Minister and his top bu-
reaucrat. Bhagwat's conclusions
on this were crisp and clear:
"The Minister has supported a
senior officer who has
employed a communal appeal
to cﬂvide the armed forces of the
Union. For George Fernandes'
mandate is identical.”

Beyond this, there are sug-
gestions of a deep and menacing
nexus between the political es-
tablishment, top naval com-
manders and a flourishing
arms brokerage business run by
a former CNS. Admiral S.M.
Nanda, best remembered as the
CNS during the 1971
Bangladesh war, today runs a
multi-crore rupee arms busi-
ness in partnership with his
son Suresh, also a former naval
officer. Harinder Singh has ac-
knowledged that he accepted the
hospitality of this firm on a
visit to Moscow and London in
1997, This fact was entered into
his confidential report, only to
be later e;lgpunged at the inter-
vention of the Defence Min-
istry.

This was, in Bhagwat's read-
ing, highly irregular. And de-
spite his repeated requests, the
adverse observations against
Harinder Singh were not re-
stored. Part of the reason. he
now suggests, is that Admiral
Nanda and Fernandes were in
"direct communication” and
met both before and after the
recalcitrant CNS was dis-
missed. Bhagwat's reading of
the Nanda nexus is little short
of alarming. The Indian Navy,
he says, has the highest EﬂPiI.‘l]
expenditure component of all
the defence services, It is for
this reason a favoured target of
the global arms brokerage
firms. A single deal could mean
a big payofl for them.

Further, the Navy is the only
one among the three wings of
the military which has the "po-
tential to extend a nation's in-
fluence beyond its borders and
extend its reach up to its strate-
gic frontiers". International
interests have, on this account,
targeted the Indian Navy in two
principal ways. First, "by di-
verting it from its strategic pur-
pose to limit its objective to
that of a mere 'coastal' force.”
And secondly, "by subwverting
the outlook of its personnel, by
encouraging them to be mem-
bers of a cosy club," the officer
corps is transformed into a sell-
serving bunch who will sacri-
fice the cause of their force for

personal aggrandisement.

StiNl ' more” damning  are

. Bhagwat's revélations' on the

nexus between the political es-
tablishment and an arms
smuggling operation that
flourishes in the Andamans
Sea. with a djrect nexus to in-
surgents in India's north-east-
ern region. In February 1998,
the Navy had along with the
Army and the Coast Guard
launched a major operation to
interdict a shipment of contra-
hand in the Andamans area.
The operation yielded a rich

and endanger national
ew Delhi writes

haul of arms and narcotics.
Surveillance and seizure opera-
tions have since continued in
the maritime region around the
Andamans,

On July 27, Defence Secre-
tary Ajit Kumar conveyed Fer-
nandes’ instructions to the ser-
vice commanders. They were
that the interception of vessels
suspected of ¢ ing narcotics
and arms should not be done
without the prior approval of
the Ministry. "One such ship-
ment,” says Bhagwat, "could
mean a division of troops being
tied down in counter-insur-
gency operations for a year.”

Moreover, the interdiction
operations against operations
that threaten national security
are sarnctioned by the United
Nations and have been proceed-
ing since 1996 on the basis of
Joint military intelligence in-
puts. On August 8, the three ser-
vice chiefs jointly told the De-
fence Minister that the inter-
diction operations in the An-

damans were "mandated opera-
tions” which did not require Lthe
puor approval” ol the Min-
islry.

The Defence Secretary then
reportedly followed up with a
communication that opera-
tions should be confined within
India's exclusive economic
zone. The concept itself was ab-
surd, says Bha
economic zone has little to do
with the zone of operation of
arms and narcotics smugglers.
But the sequence of dubious in-
terventions leads the former
Navy Chiefl to a question that
perhaps cuts Fernandes rather
close {o the bone and suggests a
possible reason for his undue
interest in the Andamans oper-
ations: "Why are LTTE, Burmese
and the northeastern rebels op-
erating from the house of the
Defence Minister?"

Clearly, Fernandes now has
much to explain about his con-
duct in office. Sheltering an of-
ficer who sought to introduce
the communal virus into a force
that prides itself on a secular
credo was bad enough. The
nexus with gun-runners and
arms brokers makes things
still more sticky for him.

The challenge from Bhagwat
has now been forcefully articu-
lated. His blunt speaking on the
professional perlﬁrmance of a
section of the media is guaran-
teed to make him some enemies
but none can question the fierce
sense of integrity and profes-
sional commitment that drives
him. Nor can the former Navy
Chief's belief in secularism, in
fair play between communities
and equal opportunity for all be
challenged. After weeks of
enigmatic silence, Vishnu
Bhagwat has surfaced with a
renewed force as a participant
in the public discourse. The
questions he poses could well
spell the death of the unsavoury
political coterie that believed it
had administered the final so-
lution on December 30.
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The 'Vital'|

Instincts

Ar my wants to pl&y a ]_“{)le in peace ta]ks . TEaneren{:e of peace lovers

with Tigers, reports Sugeeswara
Senadhira from Jaffna

HE top army commander

in Sri Lanka's war-

ravaged northern Jaffna
peninsula has said the
military’s involvement in any
pcace negotiations with the
separatist Tamil Tiger guerril-
las is "vital."

However, northern military
commander Major General Lo-
han Gunawardene said negotia-
tions with the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) could
only start after the completion
of the ongoing military opera-
tions aimed at weakening them.

It is the first time that a se-
nior army official has publicly
demanded that the military be
involved in the peace talks with
the Tigers. The earlier round of
peace talks were held between
civilian officials and the Tiger
representatives, though a senior
military official was on hand
for consultations.

With 45,000 troops deployed
in the peninsula, the former
bastion of the LTTE, the heavy

presence of the military is very

visible in this town, bearing the

same name of the surrounding

Kenlnsula which is entirely in-
a

bited by the island's minar- '

il '

y mﬁm's residents believe
that the military, which
wrested control of the penin-
sula from the LTTE in late 1996,
would remain there for a long
time to come. Gunawardene
said that of the total population
of 738.788 in 1995, about one-
third was still living in areas
controlled by the LTTE or in
Colombo and other southern
areas. "An estimated 120.000
former Jaffna residents still
live in Wanni, which is under
the LTTE control, but they will
relurn as soon as possible," he
said,

. The entire population va-
cated Jaffna with the retreating
rebels when the milit took
control of the reglun.mguhse‘
quently, more than 400.000
People returned after civil ad-
ministration was partly re-
stored with military assistance.

Many people who fled to the
South are waiting for resump-
tion of transport services to go
back to the peninsula.

"My father, brother and
many relations are stranded in

Trincomalee (in the Last), wait-
ing [or resumption of ferry ser-
vice to come to Jaffna,' said
Sathkunanathan Arulini, a 19
ear-old-girl, who has finished
f.elg studies and is looking for a
ob.
. "We cannot find jobs as
there are no industrial or eco-
nomic activities. All men and
some women too are in agricul-
ture, the only employment
available in the peninsula". She
said that although Tamil girls
married early, there were many
unmarried : girls now in the
Eeninsula because of few eligi-
le bachelors,

Most of the young men had
fled the peninsula, with some
migrating to the West and the
others moving to Colombia and
other parts of the island's
south, The rest had joined the
LTTE. she said. Y

Durga Dharmarathnam, 20.
said the fear of military admin-
Istration was gradually de-
creasing in the peninsula. "We
don't come across military per-
sonnel except at check points,
where they ask all sorts of un-
necessary questions. But now
they have deployed female sol-
diers for body checking and
there is no harassment".

There are over 1,000 check-
points all over the town
manned by troops, almost 90
percent of whom are members
of the majority Sinhalese
community. -~ "Now we deploy
more and more policemen for
security duty." said Senior Po-
lice Superintendent Nimal
Mediwaka. He said there was a

ood number of Tamils and

uslims, who also speak
Tamil, among the policemen in
the north.
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Giving Peace a Chance

M.B. Naqvi explains why Pakistan is in a no-go' area with IMF direction
of the econamy

HE declaration issued by a

in Karachi said 'give peace
a chance and it may open many
doors for you.' A ferment of new
thinking was apparent and the
conference was its best expres-
sion.

Economic adversity seems to
have done it. Some sort of a
dam seems to have burst. People
are beginning to think for
themselves and new alterna-
tives are being discussed that
did not seem likely before. Old
inhibitions and even taboos are
being overcome and disre-
garded. It is this strange un-
shackling of minds that was re-
sponsible for the kind of suc-
cess that Karachi's national
peace conference achieved,

Pakistan has been known as
a country where hawks rule and
where toleration of dissent is
scant. Intolerance has been all
around and many of the ex-
tremists of all kinds have
sported as badges of honour
their bigotry and tendency to-
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aE{;t' ﬁ!x%ms?t uation is happily
changing. No, the ultras haven't
gone away. Clnlty. others have
woken up to the fact that the un-
thinking bigotry and extrem-
ism favoured by the elite have
landed the country in a no-win
situation. It has begun to dawn
on many that the country has
been led by its elite into a blind
alley. The economic policies of
successive governments have
led it in the direction of wild
consumption in all sectors,
both by the government and the
society as a whole while the
foreign policy has committed
the country to a course of action
that requires continuous and
heavy militarization. But there
is no money for it.

The economy is at sixes and
sevens just because of these
gulicles and the government is

roke. It is for to sell all its
assels, usually at a throw-away
price simply to plug the holes in
the national accounts and all
the money that it can somehow
borrow gets devoted to what is
mainly consumption. Some de-
velopment does go on but that is
mostly for statistical purposes.
The net effect is to keegu{hpe bu-
reaucracy employed and all out-

The intimations that the non-
official experts were receiving
suggest that the country was
lurching toward a mighty crash
that was to have begun in a de-
fault “in external payvoents.
That has been averted thanks to
the US and the IMF — lor a time:
for lwo years at the most. If the
economy is not turned around
quickly and the trends re-
versed, the same problems will
confront the people in the fiscal

ear 2001-02. Everybody will be

ack to square one and the fi-
nance minister will again have
to perform miracles.

What Pakistan has got is a
breathing space of two years at
most. For the rest, we remain up
against a major contradiction:
national policies demand a
level of debt servicing plus mili-
lary effort — conventional as
well as nuclear, with missile
development thrown in — that
simply cannot be paid for. All
our economic policies have
landed the country in hock to
the creditors: every detail of the
budget has to be cleared bﬂ' them
and its structure has to be ap-
proved. Pakistan's freedom of
action has been totally lost.
Islamabad's budget simply can-
not sustain the national poli-
cies. Where can we go [rom

here?
= ainst this backdrop, what

Karachi conference signified
was not only a quest for a new
way. It was meant to show
readiness to probe alternative
approaches. The main thrust of
the conference was, of course,
on exploring and recommend-
ing the peace option, The adop-
tion of new paradigms based on
possible new economic, politi-
cal, social and foreign policies
would provide alternative lines
of approach that will lead to
more satisfying and workable
policies.

The major assumption that
underlay the basic purpose of
social endeavour is the satisfac-
tion of what social philoso-
B_hers say halp?inﬂss through

eedom and full enjoyment of
human rights by all the people.
Everything has to be done that
promotes the interests of the
people constantly: an improv-
ing living standard of the com-
mon man that is to be measured
in concrete things like better

nutrition, affordable health
care, more educational facili-
ties, housing, and so forth. All
or most of the national re-
sources need to be devoted (o the
purposes that underpin the en-
deavour in all spheres of activ-
ity, without ignoring collective
security of the people. This ap-
proach is, in fact, a sharp de-
parture from the unending and
emply rhetorics.

Alter 50 years' effort by suc-

cessive govermunents and with
much popular support, neither
are the Kashmiris anywhere

near the stage where they can
leel free, nor are the people of
Pakistan much better off than
they were in 1947. Even today
the per capita consumption of
calories is at best the same as il
was 51 years ago. The same goes
for per capita consumption of
cloth. Expansion of kachchi
abadies throughout the count

sends ils own message. Healt

and education facilities, by all
accounts, are inadequate and in
a less than satisfactory state.
How can the policy erientation

that has held sway over Lhe
lortunes ol the nation so lar be

continued, il we are at all inter-
ested in the people's welfare?
The [acl of the matter is that the
whole national effort has been
‘supposedly focused on enabling
the people of Kashmir to exer-
cise their right of self-determi-
nation. Pakistan governments,
from day one. have strained ev-
€ry nerve to support a military
deterrent against India
mainly for the sake of Kashmir.
The economy has been more or
less largely militarized because
of that, though there have been
other causes as well: A lot of
needless consumption has been
permitted; a development
model was adopted that re-
quired heavy borrowing. '
Moreover, the country has
fought three wars with India,
none of which could be won.
Now, of course, the viability of
the economy has been ques-
tioned and further scope for fi-
nancially sustaining a credible
deterrent, conventional and
nuclear, is rapidly disappear-
ing. It is futile to expect to rec-
oncile the demands of the arms
race with the IMF direction of
the economy, The IMF lays
down something else and it is

bound to win hands down.
Therefore we are in a 'no go'
area. That provided the peace
conference with all of its sub-
lexts,

One of the major decisions of
the conference is the appoint-
ment of a five-member com-
mission to produce an alterna-
tive policy orientation in the
tield of national security. It is
loo early to think of what al-
lernative defence doctrines it
will recommend. The commis-
sion has been mandated to pro-
cluce progressive reports. The
intention is to put before the
Eenple new ideas that will be

oth affordable and workable.

The commission is sure to
lake into account the depth of
common leeling on Lhe
Kashuir quesiionn Tt is likely to
take the Kashmiris' right to
lreedom or scli deteruwiination
seriously indead in view of (e
popular support that the
Kashmiris have enjoyed in (his
courntry. But the task before it
IS 1o suggdest ways of achieving
this objective that does not
bring in their wake what the
Kashmir policies of successive
gnvernments have done to

akistan,

Special note can be taken of
another decision of the confer-

.ence; setting up of a commission

on minorities. The question of
the treatment of minorities
throughout the subcontinent is
one that requires deep and
earnest thought with a view to
chalking out requisite action
plan by mainly the minorities
in this country and hopefully
elsewhere.

It should be emphasized that
the problems confronting the
minorities have not received as
much attention and sympathy
as should have been the case. it
is to be hoped that the commis-
sion will suggest ways and
means to the nation - govern-
ment as much as the people -
that will promote more toler-
ance all around. The minorities
have to enjoy all their funda-
mental rights unhindered and
in peace - and nobody should
dictate to them or try to brow-
beat them.

Courtesy: The Dawn of

Pakistan

— India Abroad News Service, |, '3YS are to pay for its perks.
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The 30-Cent

Citizens

Spreading slums show urban poverty in
India is rising, reports Lalit K. Jha from
New Delhi

HE growth of squatter set-

tlements and shantytowns

across Indian cities and
towns bears testimony to Lhe
rising urban poverty in this
country, experts said.
Unplanned growth, rapid
industrialisation and large-
scale rural-urban migration are
the major reasons for the
growth in urban poverty, said
experts at a seminar on urban
poverty organised here by the
National Institute of Urban
Affairs [NIUA) in collaboration
with the World Bank. NIUA is
the country's apex institute for
urban poverty research and
training, According to esti-
mates, about 30 to 40 per cent of
the population of the Indian
cities lives in slums. Nearly 40
per cent of Delhi's 11 million
population lives in settlements
that are devoid of basic civic
amenities.

Over 32 per cent of India's
urban population is estimated
to be below the poverty line. In
other words, their daily income
is less than 30 cents a day.
"Over the years there has been a
decline in the percentage of ur-
ban poverty," said NIUA direc-
tor Vinod Tewari. "But the abso-
lute number has increased due
to increase in population and
large-scale rural-urban migra-
tion," Tewari told India Abroad
News Service.

The percentage of urban
poverty declined from 40.12 in
1987-88 10 32.36 in 1993-94. But
the absolute number of urban
people below the poverty line
increased from 75 million in
1987-88 to 76 million in 1993-
94. In 1983, 40 per cent or 71
million people lived below the
poverly line. Over 37 per cent of
the people rural areas are below
poverty line.

The three-day national con-
ference of representatives from
BOovernment, non-governmen-
&"ll organisations and interna-

onal agencies like the World
Bank and the International
Labour Office (ILO) recom-
mended the creation of a
database on the poor, launch of
community-based programmes
and private sector involvernent

in the effort to address urban
poverty.
industrialists are responsible
for tremendous growth of
slums, which have now become
a part of urban landscape. This
can drastically decline if they
Ernvidf: housing facilities with

"Businessmen and

asic amenities for them."

Tewari said.

Slums and squatter settle-

ments across India are notori-
ous for their inhuman condi-
tions. Stinking and clogged

drains. poorly ventilated and
congested houses, noise pollu-
tion and stagnated water pools
are a common feature, resultin

in poor health conditions o

penRIe who live there. Most
such settlements are located on
the banks of rivers or major
drains and along railroad
tracks.

The  incidence of urban
poverty is highest in the central
state of Madhya Pradesh, Indi-
a's largest state, where 48.38 per
cent of the urban population is
estimated to be below the
poverty line, said urban plan-
ner P.K. Gopinath of the Uni-
versity of Birmingham in his
paper at the conference. Urban
Pﬂ"-’fﬂ"tﬁ is lowest in Punjab
which has 11.55 per cent below
the poverty line, he added.

The absence of a relevant
database created problems for
policymakers in framing effec-
tive programmes to address the
issue, experts said. "At present
we do not have a database giv-
ing details like who are the ur-
ban poor. where they live and
what they do,” Gopinath said.

The Indian government's
Economic Survey for 1998-99
conceded that the country's per-
formance in poverty allevia-
ton was not up to the desired
level., "Although reduction of
li}e overall poverty ratio in In-
dia from 55 per cent (1973-74) to
36 per cent (1993-94) during a

period of two decades is signifi-
cant. India's performance in
poverty reduction has been
weak as compared to some of
the East Asian countries " the
survey said.

— India Abroad News Service



