14 The Daily Stur

Green Delta huckﬂy

Abahani beat

Sadharan Bima

Sports Reporter
Two goals in either half pro-

pelled title aspirants Abahani °

to a 2-0 win over Sadharan
Bima Krira Sangstha in their
Green Delta Premier Division
hockey league opener at the
Moulana hasani Stadium
yesterday afternoon.

In a dull and boring en-
counter, Abahani dominated

. the entire proceedings but failed

ject

to score more than twice be-
cause of poor performance by
the forwards, defender Ma-
munur Rashid struck the first
goal from a short corner at the
siroke of the breather while
midfielder Mahboob Harun
sealed the match converting
another short corner in the
68th minute.

Yellow cards: Giasuddin
Rubel [Abahani) and Hasan (S
Bima)

TODAY’S MATCH

Green Delta Insurance Pre-
mier Division Hockey League

Mariner Young's Club v Ajax
SC (3:30 pm) '

Harkness
on sale

LIVERPOOL, England, Mar 9
(Reuters/ Internet): Liverpool
will sell defender Steve Hark-
ness Lo Benfica providing they
can be sure the 1.21 million US

dollar fee will be paid, club
sources said on Tuesday.
The 27-year-old travelled to

Portugal on Tuesday to discuss
a move to the club now coached
by former Liverpool player and
manager Graeme Souness.

But Liverpool are taking
steps to make sure they are not
caught up in Benfica's financial
problems.

LONDON, Mar 9
M1 (Reuters/ Inter-
net): Cotnplacency
and lack of in-
vestment during
the great years
laid the seeds of West Indies'
calamitous fall from grace at
Port-of-Spain on Monday.

West Indies, who ruled the
cricketing world from 1980 to
1995, were dismissed for 51 in
their second innings in the first
Test against Australia, their
lowest total in Test cricket.

It was their sixth Test loss in
a row after a 5-0 defeat by South
Africa and the prospects for the
remainder of the four-Test se-
ries against Australia look
bleak.

A players' strike before the
South African tour, headed by
captain Brian Lara and his
deputy Carl Hooper, revealed
the open divisions between the
team and the West Indies
Cricket Board (WICB).

Once in South Africa, Lara's

slipshod approach to both the

captaincy and his batting be-
trayed the arrogance developed
by leading West Indies players
over the lyears.

Finally, the results in South
Africa showed the stream of
talent inh the Caribbean has
dried up, at least temporarily,
partly through the counter-at-
tractions of U.S. sport and
partly through the failure of the
WICB to invest at the grass-
roots level.

The despair on the faces of
the spectators in Port-of-Spain
on Monday as they watched
Glenn McGrath and Jason
Gill~=rle scythe through the
feeble West Indies batting was
eloquent testament to the grip
cricket retains in the

Caribbean. ’
There are no more passion-
ate or knowledgeable cricket
watchers in the world and de-
spite the predictably optimistic
post-match soundbites from
Lara they know their team are
unlikely to match let alone de-

e —

BRIAN LARA

feat the upbeat Australians.

"All in all I think the team is
going to %ﬂin something posi-
tive out o
important,” Lara said.

"We can't dwell too much on
negatives. We are one-nil down.

"l know it is easier said than
done but if we get 300-350 on the
board we are going to be compet-
itive because the bowlers seem
to be able to be doing their job."

In the first innings Lara
batted with the skill and deter-
mination he singularly failed

this, which is most:

to show against South Africa.

But, in the absence of Shiv-
narine Chanderpaul and
Hooper, he was the only bats-
man likely to surmount for
Iun‘f the vagaries of the pitch
and the skill of the four-
pronged Australian attack,

"l think that it is important
for myself and West Indies
cricket that I try my best to
solve my batting problems and
see how best [ can go out and get
similar scores like | used to four
years ago,"” Lara said.

The problems with the bowl-
ing are less widespread but the
West Indies attack is still car-
ried by the ageing warriors

Courtney Walsh and Curtly
Ambrose, the only pair in the
side to show Eunsistent‘l_r the
impersonal pride which distin-
guished their side's play during
the 1980s,

Lara, himsell, is on proba-
tion as captain and his position
will be reviewed after the first
two Tests, although a likely re-
placement is not immediately
apparent.

Tony Cozier, the respected
Barbardian commentator and
writer, said the paositions of
manager Clive Lloyd and coach
Malcolm Marshall were also in
jeopardy.

“This is their sixth succes-
sive defeat and in any other in-
ternational sport the coach and

. manager would feel compelled

to hand in their resignations,"
he said.
- Cozier also criticised the
Weslt Indies Cricket Board deci-
sion to put Lara on probation,
"Either he was their man or
he wasn't," Cozier said. "If they
were ﬁning to replace him they
should have bitten the bullet."

Sport
Complacency at the core
Caribbean downfall

"OPINION

No more cricket at

The past few days saw a wave
of opinions voiced out by a
number of readers of this news-
paper relating to the titled sub-

Although there were some
sparkling differences in each
opinion it was an unanimous
conclusion that whatever hap-

ed on the last two days of the
ateful match at the Eden Gar-
dens last month was indeed a
disgraceful occurrence for both
the game and Calcutta city in
general. It was a cruel blow to
the spirit of this historic match
which was supposed to convey
peace to an otherwise strained
relationship between our two
major neighbours. The fact that
the match was finally: con-
ducted till a result was obtained
was the only silver lining.
While fans at both sides now sit
back and dwell on what went
right or wrong as far as cricket
is concerned, the incidents have
triggered a chain of reactions
from different quarters. Will
Eden Gardens be allowed to
hold any more international
matches in future? Should a
ban be imposed? It remains to
be seen. i

Meanwhile, a thought has
also crossed the neutral mind.
Is the Eden Gardens the first
and ‘only venue in World
Cricket to harbour such hoaoli-
ganism as we have had the
chance to witness in recent
times? One could be excused for
thinking so after having read
various commentaries where a
non-too-subtle attempt has
been made to stamp the Eden
Gardens crowd as the one and
only unsparing and partisan
group in the world.

Having followed the game
earnestly for over twenty years
now, the answer is NO. In fact
one feels that it is yet another
Egisude of a ]ur:f running series

at has hounded the game of
cricket for years. A series which
should have been closed and
banned a long time ago.

In retrospect crowd trouble
in an international cricket
match has always been a bane
and very few countries can
boast of a clean slate in this is-
sue. One of Pakistan's most cel-
ebrated cricketers and former

Ig::ti:'s.in Zaheer Abbas in his au-
lography, Zed-Zaheer Abbas

ca
1o
while commenting on crowd re-

actions of his own country
wrote. "The reputation is an un-
enviable one, There is a sS01TY
chapter of disturbances, moti-
vated by everything from polit-
ical unrest to sheer boredom, .
Chair fights, stone throwing

Reaz Shaheed

police have been a predictable
pattern,
Board and of course the players
earnestly hope that a new era
has arrived.”

Popularly known as Run-
Machine during his salad days,
Zaheer was particularly pained
at the crowd at Karachi "...
Rarachi holds so many sad
memories. There is always a
trouble of some sort. The sup-
porters can be over demanding
... This is not an attack on the
National Stadium where after
all I have frequently done well
and where 1 appreciate the
warmth and kinaness shown to
me. But, in truth, I do not enjoy
playing there. The crowds are
altogether too fickle, a criti-

*'cism which also applies to some

other grounds in Pakistan.
They slap us on the back and
say: Well done, well done: when
we win something. At other
times they throw stones and
abuse us ... I shall remember for
a long time the way our skipper
(Imran Khan) pulled up a stump
and warded off trouble makers
who appeared to be making for
Gavaskar, one of the batsmen at
the time. That's the ugly face of
international cricket — and 1
am only pained that Karachi
L.as oo often been the setting.”

Sunil Gavaskar in his first
book Sunny Days called the
crowd at Jamaica barbarians
and, felt that they still belonged
to the jungles after the way t
kept urging Michael Holdin
(arguably the fastest bowler o
his time) to bowl beamers and
knock the heads off the Indian
batsmen!

Way back in 1969, a test
match between England and
Pakistan at Karachi had to be
abandoned because of rioting.

When the Windies were tour-
ing Pakistan under Clive Lloyd
in 1980 fast bowler Sylvester
Clarke was pelted with oranges
from the crowd at the Multan
Test. He retorted by throwing a
brick back at them injuring a
spectator and predictably chaos
broke out everywhere until
Alvin Kallicharan went up to
the crowd near the bound
fence and pleaded to restore
peace.

During the Karachi test in
1982 between Pakistan and
Australia stones and debris
were thrown at the Aussie field-
ers prompting the then Aussie
skipper Kim Hughes to take his
players off the field twice.
Barbed fences were torn down,
Appeals by the officials went in
vain. Even there was a baton
charge by the police!

though the Cricket -

On the last day of the first
test of the 1982-83 Ashes series
at Perth, a group of drunken
English hooligans clashed with
Terry Alderman, the Aus-
tralian pace bowler fielding
near the boundary and in the
process dislocated his shoulder
and damaged his nerves. Al-
derman was forced out of the
game for two years!

In 1983, after India was
comprehensively beaten by the
West Indies at the Eden Gardens
the crowd threw rubbish at
Gavaskar's wife marsheneil
who was standing alongside
Clive Lloyd's wife near the
pavilion! :

In his aulobiography All
round View Imran Khan ex-
pressed his amazement'at the
treatment given out to his team
that toured Sri Lanka in 1986
for a three Tesl series, In one of
the tests the crowd was so abu-
sive and caustic in their slogans
and comments that a very ugly
incident involving Javed
Miandad and a section of the
crowd near the pavilion took
place where a seemingly agi-
tated Miandad ran up the stairs
of the gallery to beat up a spec-
tator. With the issue of biased
umpiring already colouring the
matches, the Pakistanis were so
frustrated at that stage of the
tour that it was on the verge of

, being called off and it took the

supreme head of the then Pak-
istan government to intervene
and c down his players.

In the 1987 Test against In-
dia at Ahmedabad, Pakistani
fielders near the boundary wore
helmets to avoid possible in-

juries caused by persistent

stone throwing from the crowd.

In 1988 when India toured
the West Indies the Jamaican
crowd were at it again and it
took the then Windies Captain
Viv Richards to do a
Kallicharan act to pacity the
crowd, who were incensed at the
nature of his dismissal.

In the last one-day match of
the 1989 Pakistan tour of India,
play had to be called off after
merely an hour in the face of
growing crowd violence
prompting Imran Khan, the
then Pakistan captain, publicly
condemning the crowd.

Memories of crowd trouble
at the 1996 World Cup semifinal
at the Eden Gardens and the
subsequent abrupt end to the
match are stilliresh in the
mind.

There was an incident simi-
lar to the one involving Javed
Miandad at Sri Lanka in a neu-
tral ground like Canada during

la--

Eden

the 1997 Sahara Cup when In-
zamamul Huq (a soft spoken
cricketer by nature) was so in-
furiated at the mindless taunt-
ing by an Indian supporter that
he climbed up the gallery with
his bat to beat up the man.
Thanks to the timely interven-
tion by the authorities the inci-
dent died an early death.

Even as recently as last year
when the Sri Lankans were
touring Australia (termed by
many cricketers as the best
place to play cricket) their main
strike bowler Muttiah Mu-
ralitharan came under a bar-
rage of orchestrated boos and
shouts of Cheat! Cheat! from the
crowd whenever he bowled. It
was so intense and upsetting
that peor Murali lost his
rhythm and confidence com-
pletely and came back from
Australia a shattered man
prompting his captain Arjuna
Ranatunga (a soft spoken and
articulate cricketer, who faced a
similar treatment from the
crowd] to say that he would
never tour that country again.

There have been many other
incidents but these are among
the most glaring ones. However,
for reason best known to ICC
and a section of Lhe popular

ress incidents like the above
with the odd exception of the
1996 World Cup semifinal)
never followed the condemna-
tion they thoroughly deserved.
The resull is for us to see.

Under these circumstances
one tends to agree that such acts
in other games like soccer
would mean a severe punish-
ment by FIFA. Remember the
ban meted out to the English
football clubs in the mid and
late 80s because of the unruly
English supporters. No one
claims that the English crowd
has softened since then but they
now know that they are doing it
at the cost of their clubs, and
authorities around the waorld
know what to expect from them,

It is indeed in the best inter-
est of cricket that a ball is set
rolling before these recent con-
demnations of Eden Gardens
take a purely political look,
which a section of the popular
press is trying to give. Il is a
curable cancer detected long
time ago but was ignored to al-
low to raise its ugly head to
millions watching the game
now with the advent of the
satellite channels, For the game
of cricket to survive and flour-
ish, time has now come for im-
mediate and extreme measures
strictly because it is a gentle-
man's game, after all.
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Taylor sitting in

ceremony in the host city yvesterday.

Tubby rallies behind Warne

Taylor joins
Olympic
movement

SYDNEY, Mar 9: Retired
Australian cricket captain
Mark Taylor will chase a new
record after his recruitment by
Sydney Olympic organizers to
promote tickets for the 2000
Games, reports AP.

SOCOG is-aiming to sell 9.6
million tickets for the Games, a
record by a host city. It needs to
sell about two-thirds of those to
reach is tickel revenue targets.

Taylor quit the national
captaincy last month and is ex-

ected to play his final game of
irst class cricket for New South
Wales against Tasmania this
weekend. Late last year he
matched the Australian run
scoring record of 334 set by Sir
Donald Bradman.

‘I've never been to an
Olympic Games but as a sports-
mad Australian I reckon it's go-
ing: to be sensational,” Tayvlor
said. "I'll be informing people
dbout when and where they can
det tickets.

"When | was first approached
I think | was like most Aus-
tralians, 1 didn't know about
the tickets and I thought most
of themn had gone, but that isn't
the case.”

Taylor will be seen in a se-
ries of television, radio and
print advertisements starting
Tuesday.

SOCOG chiel executive
Sandy Hollway said he planned
to use other famous Australian
sporting figures to help promote
the Games.

TV quiﬁ show
double faults!

LONDON; Mar 9 [Reuters/ In-
ternet}: What is the minimum
number of strokes with which a
tennis player can win a set?

A 29-yvear-pld British ware-
houseman won 200.000 million
U dollars on a television guiz
show by giving the wrong an-
swer, the Daily Mirror reported
on Tuesday.

Faced with four choices
Tony Kennedy went for the ob-
vious -- but incorrect - answer
and said 24.

The ecomputer on the popular
prirne time "Who Wants To Be A
Millionaire” show immediately
doubled his winnings and let
him play on until he stopped to
take his 125,000 pounds in
winnings.

But the correct answer was
12. To win a set a tennis player
must win six games,

Theoretically; a player could
win his three service games in
12 shots and win his opponent's
three service games without
taking a stroke, if the opponent
double faulted each time.

"I's a trick question which
coaches sometimes give to
youngsters,” the Mirror quoted
a spokesman at a London ten-
nis school as saying.

A spokesman for the quiz
show said he did not know
whether Kerinedy would be al-
lowed to keep the prize money.

Jonty attributes
it to hard work

CHRISTCHURCH, New
Zealand, Mar 9: South African
batsman Jonty Rhodes, in the
middle of a brilliant scorin

DHAKA WEDNESDAY, MARCH 10, 1999

front of a mega size Sydney 2000 Olympic Games ticket during a

— AFP photo

SYDNEY, March 9
[AFP/ Internet):
The strength of
the current Aus-

lralian cricket
- - — team can be gau-
ged by gquestions about
champion leg-spinner Shane

Warne's place in the world's
No.l Test team, former skipper
Mark Taylor said Tuesday.

Australia routed the once-
great West Indies for 51 to seal a
crushing 312-run victory in the
first Test in Trinidad Monday:,
giving Steve Waugh a dream de-
but as Test captain,

Taylor, who retired from in-
ternational cricket after Aus-
tralia won a sixth straight
Ashes series last January, said
the ftour-day win in Port of
Spain was a combination of
Australia's current strength
and West Indian woes.

It's ot the worst ever West
Indian team, that's a harsh

Teenager
Impresses

Ribbeck

BONN, Mar 9 (Reuters/ In-
ternet): Germany coach Erich
Ribbeck, desperately looking
for talented youngsters to reju-
venate his ageing team, may
have found one in Borussia
Muenchenlgladbach"s"lﬂ—}rear—
old midfielder Sebastian
Deisler,

"He's a jewel." Ribbeck said
on Tuesday of the former under-
18 international, who scored a
dazzling goal in his side's 2-0
win aver TSV 1860 Munich on
Saturday. "He has an obvious
impact on his team's game and
he gives everything he has. We
need such plavers.”

comment (but) they're playing a

Ve d Australian side." Tay-
”!nrgrég'ig(? during a press co e]f:—

ence lo announce his appoint-
mernl to promote ticket sales for
the 2000 Sydney Olympics.
"Talking to the English
Rla;-,u:rs after this vear here in
ustralia they were disap-
pointed about losing 3-1 and I'm

sure most English people would
be disappointed as well, but the
Australian side at the moment
is a very, very good outfit.

"There's talk in Australia of
leaving Shane Warne out of a
Test match - well that's just un-
heard of.

'No other country in the
world could afford to make that
sort of comment, but that's how
strong Australian cricket is at
the moment."”

Warne, the new Australian
vice-captain and the taker of
313 Test wickets, is under some
pressure to retain his position
in the side on pitches that don't
favour spin bowling after going
wicketless in the first Test
while fellow leggie Stuart
MacGill continued his meteoric
rise with three first-innings
wickets.

"There were timmes in the
game when the West Indies had
the chance of putting the pres-
sure on and taking the initia-
tive but every time it got to that
sort of stage of the game Aus-
tralia grabbed it," said Taylor,

"It's a great result once again
for Australia and it could her-
ald the side for the rest of the
Series. - 0, o

"I think they're gc&z;g-{nube

very, very hard to beat."

. Shivnarine

Taylor said the West Indies
were struggling without leading
batsmen Carl Hooper and
Chanderpaul,
whose absence further in-
creased the pressure on belea-
guered skipper Brian Lara.

Taylor will decide whether
to continue lor one more season

with New South Wales some
time after final Sheffield
Shield game against Tasmania
siarting in Hobart on Thursday.

Cantona to
return in tribute

to Cruyff

BARCELONA., Mar 9
(Reuters/ Internet): Former
French international Eric Can-
tona makes a brief return on
Wednesday in Johan Cruyifs
tesh‘mﬂniara’[ the Nou Camp.

Cruylf, who as Barcelona
coach guided the Catalans to
their sole European Cup tri-
umph in 1992, returns to his
former club on Wednesday to
coach his "Dream Team"
against the current Barca side.

Cantona is among seven
players who have offered to join
up as reinforcements to

Cruyff's team in tribute to
the great Dutchman, who ear-
lier this year was voted the Eu-
ropean footballer-of-the-cen-
tury.
Paul Gascoigne (England),
Jm‘ﬁe Campos (Mexico), Mario
Jardel and Aloisio Pires Alves
(both Brazil), Joao Pinto
[Portugal) and Lue Nilis
(Belgium) are other top names
conlirmed for the gaFa occa-
sion.

They will join the likes of
Michael Laudrup, Hristo™ Sto-
ichkov-and Ronald Koeman in
the reunited Dream Team.

Cantona, voted greatest
player in the history of Manch-
ester United in a recent poll of
the club's fans, retired from
soccer at the end of the 1996-97
season alter figuring high in the
English game, first with Leeds
‘}Jn{ljted and then at Old Traf-
ord.

Salt Lake City paid

SYDNEY, Mar 9:
Australian Inter-
w national Olympic

Committee mem-

ber Phil Coles

went on paid hol
idays in the United States as
payment lor helping Salt Lake
City win the 2002 Winter
Games, the former head of the
bid committee claimed today.
reports AFP,

Tom Welch, forced to stand
down as Salt Lake Games chief
after revelations he had organ-
ised a cash-for-votes policy
running teo millions of dollars,
told the Sydney Morning Her-
ald that Coles had provided in-

- valuable advice on how to sell
" their city to the IOC members:

Coles has claimed he went
on only one approved trip to
Salt Lake City A:R,Lring its ]i:lcl—
ding campaign and
other holidays himself.

A Salt Lake City ethics
committee has released scores
of documents detailing 60,000
dollars (38,000 US) worth of
lavish holidays run up by Coles
and his family in Utag.

aid for

But Welch said Coles and his
partner Patricia Rosenbrock
never asked for anything.

'l was offered. | never left
abused by them,"” he told the
Herald.

‘1 never felt exploited by
them," he added, "If anything we
exploited them, they brought to
us a great deal."

He said Coles "was a contin-
ual stream of advice" on every-
thing from licensing arrange-
ments for the sale of Olympic
goods to the sale of interna-
lional television rights to the
games.

Welch defended his policy of
offering inducements in the
form of cash, shopping trips,
holidays and scholarships to at
least 25 IOC members and their
relatives.

"l don't think Salt Lake
City s bid was that much differ-
ent than anyone else's bid," he
said.

‘In 1999 we're trying to es-
tablish a value system for what
was transpirinig in a political
campaign that took place six or
severn years ago in the Olympic

thousands to Coles

bidding process." he said.

He said he had not engaged
in anything corrupt.

'l believe the process to be
one of excess, not a corrupt pro-
cess," he said.

Coles has, meanwhile, been
urged to explain a gift of dia-
mond and gold jewellery from
the Athens team bidding for the
1996 Olympic Games.

Kevan Gosper, the other Aus-
tralian IOC member and an ex-
ecutive board member, told the
financial review: "1 am encour-
aging him to come out and ex-
plain his position now on this
matter."

The financial review ob-
tained documents which show
the jewellery was valued at
10,000 dollars (6,000 US) — well

in excess of the 1988 guidlines
limited gifts to 200 US dollars.

It was alleged last week Coles
and his former wife Georgina
accepted a set of diamond-stud-
ded cufflinks and a gold Neck-
lace from the Greeks in 1990.

Alhens lost the 1996 Games
to Atlanta later that year.
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