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Khaleda

From Pﬁ_l_
shid Jahan Hagq also ad-
dressed the rally.

Begum Zia claimed that Sa-
jal's killer, a ruling party MP,
chaired a recent meeting which
was addressed by the Prime
Minister as chief guest.

The former prime minister
expressed grave concern at the
law and order situation and
said there is no security of life
of people. She mentioned the
bomb explosions at the recent
Udichi function at Jessore that
left eight people killed and
many injured, killing of JSD
leader zi Aref Ahmed and
others at a public meeting in
Kushtia, attack on a JCD pro-
cession at Dhaka University
and incidents of rape at Ja-

hangirnagar University.
She alleged that the govern-
ment had failed to ensure secu-

rity of life and honour of
women and called for launch-
ing an all-out resistance
against this "autocratic™ gov-
ernment.

She also decried that a
leader of Chhatra League,
Awami League's student front ,
allegedly celebrated his century
of rape incidents at Jagangir-
nagar University.

A colourful procession was
brought out after the rally. The

rocession was terminated in
ront of BNP central officer af-
ter parading different streets.

Meanwhile, BNP Secretary
General Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan at function at 29
Minto Road in the evening said,
Sajal’s killer has destroyed the
good image of Dhanmondi, a
posh area, because he resides
there.

He function was arranged
marking the joining of about
500 leaders and workers of
Jatiya Party and JSD of Khok-
sha thana in Kushtia to BNP,
party sources said.
dre’;‘he function wa?h also ad-

sed by , among others ,Syed
le:ll:an:iij'1r Ahrﬂ%d Rumi,
Ahasanul Haq Mollah MP, Prof
Shahidul Islam MP, Abdul
Khaleque Chantu MP, Principal
Shohrabuddin and Kazt
Mosharraf Hossain.

City developers
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bazar, within 200 metres of the
SAARC fountain.

In an unprecedented move,
the DoE recently asked all city
service organisations including
land and works ministries, Ra-

juk, WASA, DESA, Titas Gas

and Dhaka cgrll‘}ﬂ Corporation
not to issue cates, approve
plans or provide new connec-
tions to buildings that do not
have environmental clearance,

The DoE also had served no-
tices on 39 developers who did
not obtain the clearance. |

The Environment Conserva-
tion Act 1995 and Environment
Conservation Rules 1997 re-
quire almost all developers to
apply to the DoE for environ-
mental clearance prior to con-
struction. The DoE issues the
clearance certificate after re-
viewing the Initial Environ-
mental Report (IER) which has
to be submitted by the devel-
oper. The developer is also re-
%uired. at one stage, to submit

nvironment anagement
Flan to the DoE.

DoE officials had earlier
said that in the process of issu-
ing the certificate, they would
see whether the building has a
proper installation of gas, sew-
erage, electricity and water
lines as prescribed by the de-
partment. It would also look
into various aspects of envi-
ronmental impact arising out
of the construction.

DPower tower
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source at 9.45 pm.age

PDB engineers located the
collapsed tower at around 2 am
yesterday. .

At 9.25 am yesterday, the al-
ternate source of power was
shut down and PBB started
restoration works there. D
the time, PDB again arrang
another alternate source
and supplied 13 MW power to
Narayanganj town.

PDB chairman Nuruddin -
Mahmud Kamal along with
other PDB high officials went to
see the collapsed tower and in-
structed officials concerned to
restore normal power supply to
ﬂ;;]a.ﬂ'ected area as soon as pos-
sible.

The Design Department of

PDB has taken emergency mea-
sures to iden

% tify a new location
to re-erect the collapsed tower.

The PDB lodged an FIR with

IFnlicc in this connection.

Lankan team -
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The ACC officials will stay

in the city till the final of the
Agian Test final ends on March
16. )

The following cricketers and |
officials of the Pakistan team
arrived yesterday: Wasim
Akram (captain), Moin Khan,
Saeed Anwar, Wajahatullah
Wasti, ljaz Ahmed, Imran
Nazir, Shahid Nazir, Shoaib
Akhter, Yousaf Youhana, Ar-
shad Khan, Shahid Afridi,

Mahmood, Sagqglain
Mushtaq and Inzamamul 'i:!laq
Officials: Miah Mohammad

B i s

BNP Chairperson Begum Khaleda Zia inaugurated the

Mahila Dal rally marking the International Women's Day
by releasing balloons at Siddeswari Balurmath in the city

yesterday.
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Accord on Ekushey TV
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sent on the occasion said :
“There will be no interference
from the government in run-
ning the private channel but the
operators will have to follow
the existing censorship laws
and the guidelines.”

It is a transparent order and
the organisers will do all that is
necessary regarding transmis-
sion with their investment, he
added.

The State Minister, however,
said the government would
monitor the ETV programmes
every month to review possibil-
ities for giving permission to
more private TV channels.

The entire project will earn
its revenue from advertise-
ments which would not be for
more than five minutes per
hour and they will not get any
E%vernment subsidy or fees

m the viewers, he added.

Receiving technical support
from the BBC, the private TV
channel will be extended all
cooperation by the National In-
stitute of Mass Communication
(NIMCO).

ETV's broadcasting facili-
ties and transmission network
is being installed by experts
from the UK, Australia, New
Zealand and Canada.

The Prime Minister okayed
the proposal to operate private
TV channel in the country and
approved the guidelines of the
g:lvate TV networks in Novem-

r last year.

According to the agreement, the

operator will have to start
broadcasting services within a
year and 41.6 per cent of the
transmission time would be for
entertainment, 37.5 per cent for
news and current affairs and
20.9 per cent for educational
and informative features.

ETV will also broadcast one
BTV news bulletin daily, apart
from the government handouts
free of cost.

The channel has been al-
lowed to use BTV towers for set-
ting up its antennas without
disturbing the BTV broadcasts.

ETV will have to pay Tk
23,00,000 per year as license fee
and deposit Tk one crore as se-
curity money which is non-re-
fundable.

Joint secret of Informa-
tion Ministry Khondokar Fa-
zlur Rahman, and Chairman of
Ekushey Television Ltd AS
Mahmud signed the agreement
while Information Secretary
Akmal Hossain, Managing Di-
rector of ETV Simon Dring and
other government officials were
presernt.

Liaison body
meets today

A meeting of the liaison
committee of BNP-led opposi-
tion alliance will be held at 29
Minto Road this afternoon.

BNP vice-chairmman Sham-
sul Islam MP told UNB that
they would discuss the current
political situation and pro-
grammes to start off a second
phase of movement

Firefighters, with the hal_p; of local peuple,_ tryiﬁg to .

extinguish the flames at the warehouse of Bangladesh
Rural Telecom Authority at Gulshan in the city

yesterday.

— Star Ehutn

Ombusman by
June: PM"

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina informed parliament
yesterday that an Ombudsman
is likely to be appointed by
June this year, rts UNB,

Replying to Ali Reza Raju
(AL-Jessore), the Prime Minis-
ter said the government ho

Munir (manager), Javed Mian- | to appoint a celebrity, acc

dad (coach) and Dr. Dan Keisel :l:rgn . 88 early as possi-

(physio). ——= ~'| ble. | .
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” 3 DU students

hurt in brawl

over concert

By DU Correspondent

Three students of the Dhaka
University were injured when
BCL activists allegedly attacked
them at a concert at audi-
torium yesterday afternoon.

The incident occurred when
some students tried to stop BCL
activists from entering the au-
ditorium,

Both the &:'oupa bad an al-
tercation at the entrance of the
auditorium and at one stage, the
BCL activists s on them,
leaving three injured.

Of the injured, condition of
Nipun, 22, a first year student of |
Social Welfare artment, and
also a resident of Ziaur Rahman
Hall, was stated to be critical.

PM asks police officials

Take stern action

against terrorists

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday directed the
police officials to control ter-
rorism maintaining strict neu-
trality and come down hard on
the troublemongers, reports
LUNB.

Asking the police officials to
take effective steps for im-
provement of law and order, she
said: "Terrorists have no party
... whoever they may be, take
stern action no matter which
party they belong to.”

Addressing the senior police
officials. at the International
Conference Centre, the Prime
Minister said peace and stabil-
ity are the prerequisites for
economic progress,

"Ensure peace for the sake of
development,” she told the law
enforcers,

Hasina advised them to hold
talks with the political and
cominunity leaders in respec-
tive locality which she said,
would help contain wviolence
and terrorism.

"You should remain extra
vigilant in the vulnerable areas
and take preemptive measure so
that law and order may not de-
teriorate.”

“You'll also have to create
awareness among the ple so
that they come forward to resist
the anti-social activities and
help you to curb crime,” the
Prime Minister said, callin
upon the police to earn fai
and confidence of the people.

She said it is the responsi-
bility of all citizens to abide by
law. The formation of commu-
n:itfy ?ﬂliclng unit can also be a
helpful device for ensuring
peace and security in public life.

Hasina asked the police to
arrest the identified terrorists
and take legal action against
them to restore peace and sta-
bility, Expedite investigations
and dispose of the cases quickly
to ensure Iiustir:e to the people.

She told the senior police of-
ficials to take special care about
the cases of repression and tor-
ture on women and children.

She announced that if any
police person dies on duty
would be given Tk two lakh as
compensation instesd of pre-
sent Tk one lakh.

Sheikh Hasina said from
now on, a female police officer

‘would be inducted as an ADC of
the Prime Minister and added

that police officers promoted to
the rank of Police Superinten-
dent would automatically get
the new rank.

She said a staff college for
the police would also be set up
and asked the authorities con-
cerned to select a suitable place
for the college.

The Prime Minister said the
main objective of her govern-
ment is to reach the fruits of in-
dependence to the doorsteps of
the pf\%ﬂle and said "indepen-
dence only be meaningtul if
we can establish a poverty and
hunger free society.’

Earlier, Inspector General of
Police AYBI Siddiqui in his in-
augural address assured the po-
lice forces of total support to es-
tablish peace and stability in,

the society.

Senior police officials, in-
cluding Additional |G (CID) Nu-
rul Huda, Additional IG

[Administration) Abdur Rahim
Khan, Dhaka Metropolitan Po-
lice Commissioner Shamsud-
din, Additional DIG Abdul
Hannan Khan, Police Super of
Khulna Ataul Gani and Police
Super of Munshiganj Rawshan
Ara Begum also took part in the
discussion, .

Sangskritik
Jote's hunger

strike today

By Staff Correspondent

Samrnilita Sangskritik Jote
will stage an eight-hour 'mass
hunger strike' at the central
Shaheed Minar from 9 am to-
day demanding trial of those
responsible for bomb attack on
Udichi's cultural function at
Jessore and murder of JSD
leader Kazi Aref Ahmed in
Kushtia

Jote leaders will exchange
views with leaders of different

olitical parties at the Jatiya
gresa Club after the hunger
strike. .

All including poets, artists,
litterateurs and cultural ac-
tivists have been requested to
join the token hunger strike to
make it a success.
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PM: Politics of killing

From Page 1
mount pressure for their re-
lease,” warned the premier.

Coming down heavily on re-
cent opposition activities,
Hasina said. "We've to consider
the link between Jessore bomb-
ing and provocative writings in
a BNP-run newspaper.”

When BNP MP Mohammad
Ali referred to the Jessore
bombings and wanted to know
whether the home minister was
sleeping, Hasina retorted,
“We're not in sleep, rather we
were observing with deep con-
cern how some people out
killings and bombings just to
credte instability in the coun-
try.”
She recalled that late presi-
dent Ziaur Rahman freed
killers from jails to float his
party. “Till today, those killers
are active in various parties
which are associated with BN-
P's current movement. There is
no issue for movement, they're
doing it just to save killers.”

Hasina also said that the
then BNP government post-
poned probing of Zia Murder
Case on June 16. 1981, and
“that remained postponed until
my government took over”. In
the meantime, although an-
other  BNP government ruled
the country from 1991 to 1996,
it never revived the murder
case, the prime minister added.

ohe again urged the opposi-
tion to stop toying with the

lives of people and politics of
killing. Otherwise, she said,
foreign investors would not
come in Bangladesh.

Replying to gueries about
leasing of gas blocks, Hasina
said, We're finalising negotia-
tions with foreign companies
after floating open tenders. Ear-
lier, BNP had silently leased out
some gastields without tenders,
keeping people in dark.”

About the latest position of
26 cases lodged against former
president HM Ershad, the prime
minister informed the House
that a murder case against him

was under trial in a sessions
judge court in Dhaka while one
case was withdrawn during BN-
P’s rule and Ershad’s name was
dropped from the charge sheet
of one case and he was relived
from another.

Besides, nine under-trial
cases remained suspended fol-
lowing orders by the Supreme
Court, two others are under
trial, one awaits verdict, hear-
ing on appeals against verdicts
in two other cases are in
progress while final reports
against Ershad have been de-
posited in eight other cases,
Hasina told the House.

The prime minister also
replied to questions on issues
including the Vested Propert
Act, promotion of local prod-
ucts in world market and post-
flood relief operations.

From Page 1
volving local maastans hurling
maize at women.

But no further details were
available on the type of explo-
sives that were used in the two
explosions. Nor the modus
operandi of the bombers,
whether they detonated the ex-
plosives could be known. Secu-
rity sources believe those were
grenades,

But the investigators were
still unable to break the puzzle
whether those were triggered by
remote control or timing de-

-vices or were simply hurled

from behind the dais, a police
source told The Daily Star.

In a separate raid as part of a
crackdown on suspected terror-
ists and exiremists a youn
man, Shamim Ahmed, 20 an al-
leged cadre of an underground
extremist Group Sramajibi
Mukti Andolan and its self-
styled 'Peoples Liberation
Army,' was arrested yesterday
from Mirzapur village under
Chowgachha thana, about 15
miles from Jessore.

A cache of assorted
weapons, including a bolt-ac-
tion, 303 rifle, two double bar-
reled and two single barreled
shot guns, one home-made gun
and a revolver with 18 rounds
of ammunition were also recov-
ered, SP of Jessore Bazlur

' Rahman and OC of Chowgachha

Asrar Hossain said. _
Eight others fled Eeeinﬁ 30-
lice but Shamim, an HSC-

46 Jamaat-Shibir men

Fassed youth from Jhenidah
ailed to escape. They were sus-
pected to have been gathering.

Meanwhile, six of the in-
jured were shifted to the Gen-
eral Hospital today from differ-
ent clinics in the town. They are
Munna, 20, Sandhya Biswas 22,
Babul, 30, Kankar Chandra Pal,
28, Birbal, 20 and Swapan
Chandra 26.

A contingent from Army
Medical Corps is helping treat-
ment of the 30 victims at the
hospital.

rime Minister Sheikh
Hasina is likely to visit them
tomorrow also meet the
fcaﬁul members of the eight
illed,

She is scheduled to address a
rally at the Eidgah Maidan in
the afternoon after meeting
leading citizens and officials to

- discuss law and order in the dis-

%{:& and in the region, officials

hiassi?: security arrange-
ments hdave been made for the
PM's visit in the wake of the
bomb explosions. BDR and

ﬂ' dog squads are also being

Meanwhile, SP Jessore Ba-

zlur Rahman told this corre-

spondent that four policemen
led by an SI were deplg;ed since
3 to provide security for
the Udichi function. |
léhdicrs that they Wire aok Poo:
not 5

vided with Eﬁcug . He saldpfhol;
Udichi leaders did not make

any written request for security. k °
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lakh tonne more than the ini-
tial projection which was at
four lakh tonne. And another
three lakh tonne is needed to
offset Aman crop loss estimated
at 20 lakh tonne, they said.

Under private sector initia-
tives, 26 lakh tonne of rice have
already been imported in first
eigriht months of the current fis-
cal.

Food and agriculture minis-
ter Motia Chowdhury is cau-
tious about the prospect of a
good Boro yield due to the fact
that the acreage has been up by
over three lakh hectares this
year.

A prolonged dry spell for
almost three months coupled
with problems in irrigation due
to frequent power failures,
diesel price hike and fear of
hailstorms prior to Boro har-
vest kept farmers guessing
whether their efforts and huge
ix}Festment would finally pay.
off.

In February alone, farmers
have used 60,000 tonne of fer-
tiliser more than they had done
last year. "They (growers) in-
vested a lot to recoup loss in
Aman and now, as market is
flooded with imported rice, I
fear a price crash,” said a con-
cerned rice trader at Moham-
madpur Krishi Market, one of
the biggest rice wholesale mar-
kets in the country.

Food secretary Mahbub
Kabir has got the answer. “We'll
offer attractive price to farmers
and go for an early procurement
drive.” The government has al-
ready had an all-time high
stock of 13 lakh tonne of food,
It would buy as much as possi-
ble to see growers happy, the
secretary said.

If so happens, market play-

ers hoped, the government's
price wguld set th% tone ]l:gr en-

suing Boro season and that
would dtﬁnitﬂfff have a positive
impact in the flood-ravaged ru-
ral economy.

Motia Chowdhury would not
subscribe to the general fear

Boro procurement

that a slight rise in rice price
would make her government
unpopular. "We've to give price
support to the farmers who
toiled much to grow Boro ex-
tensively to cover up Aman
loss.”

Price data from the city's
wholesale market yesterday
showed that coarse rice being
sold at Tk 14.50 per kg in
Dhaka. However, official fig-
ures of price monitored in
northern districts showed the
price below Tk 14 per kg.

Monowar
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Ratan Biswas whose condition
is stated to be critical at the
DMCH.

Eight of the victims are un-
der treatment at the Pongu Hos-
pital and one each at the
Suhrawardy Hospital, Chest
Diseases Hospital and Islamia
Eye Hospital.

" I saw the wife of Gopal, one
of my neighbours, fell on the

round when the second bomb

lasted 7 to 8 yards from me.
After some time I realised that
my legs and abdomen were
burning and lot of blood coming
out”, Monwar said .

“Then I alone walked a few
sieps, got on a motor-bike any
how and went to Jessore hospi-
tal. On way to hospital, I asked
passers-by to send the message
to my family”.

Monwar, father of two chil-
dren said , “At the Jessore Gen-
eral Hospital, I was kept more
then four hours without treat-
ment and I lost huge blood.
Later they refereed me to
Khulna General Hospital, At
last 1 was brought to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital."

Victims Nahid, Sukanta,
Samir, Badal Das, Razzak, Khe-
lafat, Hasan Liakot and Bulu
have been admitted to the
Pongu Hospital.

i Ahmed is at the Islamia
Eye Hospital , Niranjan is at the
Suhrawardi Hospital and Gokul
is at the Chest Diseases Hospi-
tal.
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Tofail

1
said. FromEage

"Zero tariff market access is
the only solution to narrow the
gap and expand the intra-

trade, he said, request-
ing the Indian government to
implement decisions on tariff
readjustments taken at the
Colombo meeting of SAARC
leaders.

"We reduced our tariff uni-
laterally., Now we expect some
concessions in reciprocal.”

Tofail invited Indian in-
vestors to come to Bangladesh
to explore the opportunities of
setting up gas-based industries,
inclu ackward linkages to
feed the Bangladesh's garment
sector. :

He said the government
would think over about the ex-
port of surglus gas only after
assessing the exact stock and
meeting domestic reguirerfient.

After repeated hammering,
the four LDCs within the
SAARC (Bangladesh, Bhutan,
Maldives and Nepal) have been
awarded 30 per cent value added
contents instead of 40 per cent.
The decision, he hoped, will
come into effect in the middle of
the current year after signing of
the agreement in Delhi in May.

Shazneen

From Page 1
filed with the same thana by
Latifur Rahman. The trial of
the murder case has already be-
gan at the Metropolitan Ses-
sions Judge's Court.

In charge sheets of both the
cases police accused seven per-
sons — domestic help Shahid,
contractor Hasan, supervisor
Badal, carpenter Shani Ram, '
guard Humayun Kabir and
maids Parveen and Minu. Of the
accused guard Humayun Kabir
died of a cardiac arrest on Jan-
uary 11.

All the six accused were pro-
duced before the court yester-
day. Due to the absence of the
R.{:dge Tapan Kumar Rudro,

arch 24 was fixed yesterday
for hearing on framing charges

. in the case.
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