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LETTER FROM
Bangladeshis Hold the First Arsenic- Poisonin

N February 27 and 28,

Bangladeshi chemists in

North America held an
International Conference on
Arsenic poisonin in
Bangladesh, at Wagner College,
in the Staten Island borough of
New York City.
Bangladesh Chemical and Bio-
logical Society of North Amer-
ica (BCBSN and Intronics
Technology Center, Dhaka, the
conference was the brain child
of Dr. Mohammad Alauddin,
Professor of Chemistry at Wag-
ner College. The conference
was dedicated to 25-year-old
Pinjira Begumi of Miapur. in
the Pabna distriet of
Bangladesh, whe ie dying nf ar-
seiic induced caiacel.  Tinjirp
Begum was featured in a front
page arlicle in the New York
Times, on November 10, 1998.

The who's who among the

arsenic-poison experts of the
world attended the conference.
Epidemiologist Professor Allan
Smith, the keynote speaker
from University of California,
Berkeley, made the trip as did,
Dr. Dipankar Chakraborti of
Jadavpur University, Calcutta,
the person responsible for
bringing the arsenic-poisoning
catastrophe in West Bengal and
Bangladesh tc the world's atten-
tion. There were scientists
from America, Canada, Swe-
den, India and Bangladesh:;
from US Geological Survey,
Massachusetis Institute of
Technology (MIT}, University
of Connecticut, Lehigh,
Columbia and Harvard Univer-
sities.

Wagner College. a mar-
velous host, shared the cost of
the conference. Dr. Richard
Guarasci, the College Provost,
opened the conference. The
President of Wagner College, Dr.
Norman Smith, hosted a recep-
tion for the participants at his
gorgeous office overlooking the
Verrazano Narrows Bridge that
spans the boroughs of Staten Is-
land and Brooklyn. (Dr. Kamal
Das, President of BCBSNA,
thanked the Wagner College
President profusely for hosting
the conference.) All in atten-
dance were united in their re-
solve to bridge another gap —
that exists between the techno-
logical capabilities of
Bangladesh and the USA —and
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URING the past Lhirty

D}rear-s millions ol people
have lost their lives in
the many hazards that are
common to the area comprising
Bangladesh. An attempt to
eliminate one of the hazards,
disease caused by drinking
polluted surface water, millions
of shallow surface wells were
drilled into the delta alluvium.
These wells were or have
become contaminated with
arsenic: Millions of people
drinking water from these con-
taminated wells are showing
the symptoms of arsenic poi-
soning. Immediate steps must
be taken to identify those areas
affected by arsenic contami-
nated water and then supply
fresh potable water to the peo-
ple in those areas.

A research proposal will be
submitted to map the contami-
nated waters of the regions af-
fected, find the source of the
contamination, and esiablish a
syslem of water management
lor all the people of Bangladesh
1hat assures a continuing sup-
plv ol safe water for domestic

“*The present Bangladesh
calamity is caused by mass poi-
soning from arsenic in ground-
waler. Presently about 60 mil-
lion people are drinking and us-
ing water contaminated with
arsenic that is above the safe
maximum level of (>50 pph.).
Before 1970 about 35 million
people of Bangladesh depended
on highly polluted surface wa-
ter. To avoid using polluted sur-
face water, foreign and local
firms and villagers of
Bangladesh with the assistance
of World Bank and UNICEF in-
stalled about four million shal-
low tube wells. Presently about
116 million people depend on
water from these tube-wells for
drinking, cooking, washing and
bathing,

Contamination of the
grnundwater by arsenic was

iscovered in 1994 by the
Dhaka Community Hospital
and NIPSOM in the western ar-
eas of Bangladesh, Since 1994,
the Department of Public
Health Engineering (DPHE)
with the assistance of
WHO/UNICEF /DFID collegted
and analyzed 31,651 well water
sainples. The DPHE recently
indicated that about 59 out of 64
districts have been affected by
arseni¢ contamination. The
- known contamination covers
almost 60 per cent of total coun-
try area. Today many people in
Bangladesh and the neighbor-
ing Indian state of West Bengal
show one or more advanced
signs ol arsenic poisoning such
as ulcers or skin lesions on
their hands and feet.

During 1998 under "A Rapid
Action Programme,” 200 out of
60,000 villages were surveyed
for arsenic poisoning by Dhaka
Community Hospital and Ja-
davpur University of Calcutia,
India. They found arsenic con-
centrations above 50 ppb. They

Organized by -

to solve the arsenic poisoning
crisis in Bangladesh.

The water that the under-
ground tube wells bring up to
the surface is considered a
mineral. It contains beneficial

. elements such as iron, calcium
and other nutrients. It can also
contain deadly poisons such as
arsenic and lead. The real safe
level of these poisons in drink-
ing water is zero. That is not
obtainable. For safe drinking,
the World Health Organization
(WHO) recommends no more
than 10 parts per billion (ppb)
of arsenic in water. B agesh
adopted a much higher level —
50 parts per billion!

The rationale behind
Bangladesh's embracing of the
higher level of poison is that
thic USA, where drinking water
is not a prohlem. recommends
the saiuc level. That was a
mislake. Oia giver: dav an av-
erage Americall s iyuid intake
includes endless cups of coffee.
soda (Coca Cola, Pepsi. 7-upl,
beer and wine. An average
Bangladeshi villager drinks
water exclusively. And because
of the heat, he/she drinks lots
of it. And if the water is poi-
sonous, he/she ingests plenty
of poison. Therefore, the rec-
ommended levels of arsenic in

water for Bangladesh should be .

not higher, but much .lower
than the level recommended by
WHO!

Arsenic is a human car-
cinogen that quietly accumu-
lates in hair, nail and skin.
Common symptoms are depig-
mentation, rashes on palm and
soles of feet. As the poisoning
advances, il retards the growth
of limbs, resulting in deformi-
fies, birth defects and abor-
tions. The natural progression
of the poisoning is hyperpig-
mentation, through keratosis
and gangrene, to finally cancer,
Skin cancer looks like leprosy.
People mistakenly believe that
it is infectious. The victims are
shunned as social cutcasts; men
do not get jobs, women are de-
nied husbands. Because arsenic
is a slow-acting poison, it is not
an attention-grabber like a
sudden disaster. There is a la-
tency gap in this time bomb.
Silently but surely it kills in 15
to 25 years. Unless detected
early on, the poisoning is irre-

_Bangladesh walter,
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Becaus&: arsentc is a slow-acting poison, it is not an attention-grabber like a sudden disaster.
There is a latency gap in this time bomb. Silently but surely it kills in 15 to 25 years. Unless .

detected early on, the poisoning is irreversible. 43-98 per cent o
the most toxic trivalent form.

f the total arsenic is in

versible. 43-98 per cent of the
total arsenic is in the most
toxic trivalent form.,

Apart from the widely read
Chemical & Enﬁléwerm News's
reporter Wil pkowskt, the
conference was also covered by
local vernacular dailies, India
Abroad, and for the Voice of
America by Ms Zakia Khan.
Professor Mohammad Alaud-
din chaired the morning ses-
sion on the inaugural day. The
afternoon session was devoted
to analytical methods for the
detection of Arsenic in water.
The session was chaired by
Professor Abul Hussam of
George Mason University, who
has developed instrumentation
of his own for the detection of
Arsenic. In his presentation,
Dr Hussam reported on arsenic
speciation studies in
and re-
marked on the limitations of
Kit method widely wused in
Eangladesh for detecting ar-
senic, At the end of each day,
there was a panel discussion on
the papers and remedies pre-
sented: Drs. Quamrul Ahsan
and Shamsuddin [lias were the
co-hosts. All the technical ses-
sions on the second day, dealing
with the geological processes
and remedial methods, were
chaired by the writer.

There are about four mil-
lion tube wells in Bangladesh,
one million of which were dug
by UNICEF in the 1970s. It is
conservatively estimated that
70 million people are poisoning
themselves by drinking water
from these fouritains of death.
In 43 of Bangladesh's 64 dis-
tricts, the arsenic level is more
than 50 ppb; in 20 districts the
level is between 500 to 2000 ppb!
According to the physicist
Willard R. Chappell: "If this
were the United States, they'd
call out the National Guard and
%E‘t everyone bottled water. But

angladesh dees not have re-
SOUTCEes,

It may be pointed out
that

Bangladesh's per capita

income is 266 dollars. Poor
nutrition could also be a factor
as to who is affected more ad-
versely." -

In his presentation, Profes-
sor Smith cast some doubt on
the role of nutrition in combat-
ing poisoning. His study in Ar-
gentina showed that Argen-
tinians of European origin, on
high protein diet [(beel steak),
have also been suffering from
Arsenic poisoning since the
1930s. The more recent case of
Arsenic-poisoning in Taiwan
was very well known:. Yet, in
his talk, Mr. Gourishankar

Ghoslt, Chief, Water and sani-
tation Division, UNICEF. said
that amidst their enthusiasm
to drill tube ‘wells in
Bangladesh in the 1970s.
UNICEF forgot about the Tai-
wan experience. The deadly wa-
ler went untested for two
decades! Mr. Ghosh believes
thal emphasis should now be on
saving children. Dr. Bibudhen-
dra Sarkar, an expert on metal-
related diseases from the Uni-
versity of Toronto. showed a
video of the victims from a re-
cent visil to Bangladesh, that
brought tears into every eye in
the audience,

Dr Dipankar Chakraborti
believes that what is known
about . arsenic poisoning in
Bangladesh is only the tip of the
iceberg. Where Bangladesh is
[ailing is in the management of
the problem, he says. In remote
villages, people do not know
that they are arsenic patients.
In-one village in Jamalpur, 80

er cent of the people suffer
rom arsenic poisoning. The
bad news is that it is estimated
that only 33 per cent of tube
wells in Bangladesh are safe.
The good news is that there is
not a single village in
Bangladesh where all the tube
wells are unsafe.

Bangladesh is a land of
rivers, wellands, lakes — there
are over 11.000 cubic meters of

Arsenic Disaster in Bangladesh

An Urgent Call to Save a Nation

Many questions have been raised regarding the grnundwatef
poisoning by arsenic in Bangladesh: When did the arsenic poisoning

in Bangladesh start? How long have the people of Bangladesh been

drinking the arsenic contaminated water? How many people have al-
ready been exposed to it? What will happen to this nation if the people
continue to use the arsenic contaminated water for their daily
requirements? Can we protect and save the people of Bangladesh from

the arsenic disaster?

In this foregoing article by Thomas E. Bridge Ph.D., Professor
Emeritus(Geology), Emporia State University, Emporia, and Meer T.
Husain, Environmental Geologist, Kansas Department of Health
and Environment, Wichita, Kansas who are currently developing a
research plan for arsenic disaster mitigation in Bangladesh, an

attempt has been made to find some answers to these questions.

also diagnosed severe arsenic
poisoning among the people
drinking contaminated tube-
well water . They estimated
about 50 per cenl of all (b
wells in the country exceec ES
the safe maximum conlami-
nant level. According to the re-
cent report of UNDP, 40 per cent
of all wells are contaminated by
arsenic,

The deseription of the nature
of arsenie toxicity:

1) Arsenic compounds are
known carcinogens.

2) Amount of arsenic intake
reguired to cause harmful effect
depends on the chemical and
physical form of arsenic.

3} Inorganic forms of arsenic
are more toxic than organic
forms.

4] People are more sensitive
to arsenic than animals are.

5) Medical tests demonstrate
a variation in contamination
among individuals: Some can
Ingest over 150 png/kg/day with-
out apparent ill-effects. Sensi-
live individuals can be affected
at 20 ug/kg/day (1000-1500
pg/kg/day for adults).

6] Doses of 600-700
pg/kg/day (around 50,000
pe/kg/day for adults: 3,000
pug/kg/day for infants] have

* gaused death in some cases.

7] Maximum Acceptability
of Arsenic Conecentration in
Drinking Water: The US Enwvi-
ronmental Protection Agency
[USEPA] has Maximum Con-
taminant Level (MCL) of arsenic
set as 20 pg/L. Many scientists
view this amount as above the
acceptable threshold. There is
Frt}wing support in favour of
owering this to 10 pg/L that is
equal to the WHO approved
limit,

They also described the
usual symptoms of arsenicosis :

The symptoms of arsenic
loxicity may develop over a

lengthy period ¢! time often
taking up lo #- 14 vears lrom the
initial days o! coiitamination.

This [}Ermd diflers frong indi-

vidual to individual dependin
on the quantity ol arsenic tc

volume of waler ingested, im-
munity level of the individual
and the total time-period of ac-
tual arsenic ingestion.

The two following diseases
are common indicators of ar-
Senic poisoning,

1. Melanosis: Melanosis re-
sults in the gradual change of
complexions towards black-
ishness and or duskiness. Gen-
erally, the limbs are first af-
fected and subsequently the
change affects all of the body. In
the process of melanosis, white
and black spots occur aver the
body, medically termed as
‘spolled melanosis’, and this
stage ol melanosis is generally
d precursor of cancer.

2. Reratosis: Initial stages of
Keratosis witnesses the harden-
ing of hand palms and foot-
soles. In medical terms, this
hardening is ‘diffuse keralosis’
and may gradually lead to gan-

grenous ulcer. Physicians often. .

relate this kind of uleer to a pre-
cancerous stage. Gangrenous ul-
cer has the potential of turning
into skin cancer, such as squa-
mous eell carcinoma and basal
cell carcinoma. If the gangrene
or ulcer atfects the limbs, am-
putation is the final remedy,
Worsl cases of keratosis may
result in wart-like seeds grow-
ing on palms and soles. These
seeds (tumors) are commonly
referred to as 'spotted kerato-

sis'. Other relatively minor
symptoms might be evident
such as. physical weakness,
burning sensation, constarnt
warm feeling, chronie c¢ough,
etc.

- Relevant information ob-
tained from ‘Arsenic Pollution

i Groundwater of Bangladesh,’
Dhaka Community Haospital

“(DCH] Trust, September 1997;

A number of commen social
problems arise out of arsenic
conlamunation:

Some of the symptoms of ar-
senic poisoning are mistaken
for tnore lethal disease such as
skin cancer or leprosy.. This
mistaken identity often leads to
quarantining.. Those affected
are often refused water from the
neighboring tubewells. The af-
fected are ecither avoided or dis-
couraged to appear In public,
Affected children are often
barred from attending schools
and adults discouraged from
attending offices, visit medical
professionals in the hospital,
ete. Those affected with a higher
level of contamination are con-
sidered incapable of working
and hence victimized by grow-
ing poverty. Young women af-
fected by the contamination are
often compelled to stay unmar-
ried. Married women affected
by arsenic are sent back to their
parents with children. Contam-
ination in one could potentially
aftect the lives of both the cou-
ples in a given family. Eligible

ersons are refused jobs when
ound suffering from arsenico-
s1s. N

Arsenic is both carecinogenic
and mutagenic. Thousands of
arsenic impacted patients have
already been identified. If the
people of Bangladesh continue
to use the arsenic contaminated
water for their daily require-
ment, irrigation and industries,
tens of millions will lose their
health or die within a few
decades. Those who will sunive
are in danger of carrying ge-
netic diseases to fulure genera-
tion.

There are thousands of feet
ol old buried river channels and
their associated floodplain de-

fresh water for every person.
Yet, there is excessive use of
ground water for irrigation {80

er cent), drinking and cooking
Fl[} per cent) and industry {10
per cent). More, or deeper tube
wells is not the answer. 100-
200 it tube wells can be the most

contaminated.  Luckily, the-
food chain has not been con-
taminated.

Dr Alan Welch of US Geo-
logical Survey showed how ar-
senic can be released from iron
oxide through an increase in
ptl. Dr. Muhammad A. Miah of
the University of Arkansas
wondered whether Farakka
Barrage had something to do
with the arsenic contamination
in Bangladesh: Dr. Shibtosh
Roy reiterated the effort ex-
pended by Dhaka Community
Hospital in analyzing hair, nail
and urine samples to establish
the magnitude of arsenic poi-
soning in Bangladesh. Dr Stute

of Columbia University pre- °

sented their study on how Ar-
senic is mobilized in sediments

and transported by ground wa-
ter. Dr Prosun Bhattacharya of
Royal Institute of Technology,
Sweden, reminded everyone
that arsenic, the 20th most
abundant element in the earth's
crust, is nol a "contamination;”
it is a natural occurrence.

Dr Timir Hore was con-
cerned about the faulty con-
struction of tube wells in
Bangladesh. Good construction
should be double-cased to avoid
vertical seepage from upper to
lower aquifer. He explained
whiy of the two tube wells sepa-
rated by 10 feel. one can be con-
taminated and the other safe,
and how faulty construction
can result in bacterial contam-
ination of groundwater. He sug-
gested that contaminated tube
wells be sealed, not just painted
red. Ms Susan Murcott of MIT
summarized the remedial
methods currently available, as
well -as her experience with
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posits. Many of these old buried
channels contain potable water.
[n order to save lives of
millions ol arsenic affected
people and those jeopardized by
arsenic contamination, an
'Emergency Clean Waler Supply
Plan' needs to be developed and
implemented within a short
time. Potable water for domes-
tic use should be oblained from

reliable sources and delivered .

to the population as a dovern:
ment service. Belfore any
aquifer is usecd to supply water
the water must be thoroughly
analyzed. According to the 1955
Year Boeok Of Agriculture;
Prophet Mohammed[SM) saw
water as an object of religious
charity. He declared that [ree
access to water was the right of
every Muslim community and
that no Muslim should want for
it, The precept of the Holy Ko-
ran, "No one can refuse surplus
water without sinning against
Allah and against man,” was
the cornerstone of a whole body
of social, traditions and of regu-
lations governing the owner-
ship, use, and protection of wa-
ter supplies. All persons who
were hetfl responsible s 4pe
maintenance and cleaning. The
whole commmunity was respor-
sible for the care of large walter-

BB or more of the following
measures should be imple-
mented, depending on cost ef-
fectiveness, availability and
ease of water distribution.

1. Extraction and distribu-
tion of arsenic free groundwater
from deep aquifers.

2. Removal of contaminants |

in water at existing well sites.
3. Collect, filter, and chlori-
rate rain or surface water.

“A comprehensive research
plan should be developed to de-
termine the gen]ngical. hydro-
geological and geochemical fac-
tors contrelling the chemical
reactions generating and re-
leasing arsenic to groundwater;
determine the sourcefs) and na-
ture of contaminants, how thev
are mobilized, direction of
movement, and transpeort
mechanism; evaluate the po-
tential risk of each contami-
nant to human health and the
environment; determine the
vertical and horizontal extent
of arsenic contamination in
both soil and groundwater. The
information gained from this
research should be used to im-
plement a comprehiensive water
distribution and monitorin
plan to provide good water an
prevent future contamination

disasters. 1 _
The situation is so serious

that immediate steps should be
taken to f{ind and deliver
enough potable water to ali se-
riously affected areas for drink-
ing and cooking. Bangladesh
has an abundance of water.
This water is the life blood of"
the nation. The people need a
project 1o protect the quality of
water and provide good potable
water to all. |
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YOU DIDNT GET A
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fresh water harvesting in
Myanmar.

Dr Mohammad Alauddin
summarized the analytical
techniques currently in use and
recommended ways of handling
massive number of samples.
Analysis of water from 15 loca-
tions in Dhaka city in his labo-
ratory showed an arsenic level
of less than 3 ppb. Dr. Arup
Sengupta of Lehigh University
discussed a water purification
system, in operation in India,
capable of providing arsenic-
free water to at least 400 fami-
lies for 10 years (Cost: $1500 per
unit; he was willing to split the
cost of the first unit in
Bangladesh.) Dr Alauddin vol-
unteered to install the first unit
in Bangladesh, at his own cost.
Dr Dalilur Rahman presented
analysis of water collected from
four tube wells in Dhamrai, out*
of which one was exceedingly
Pure! (He was advised to put a
ence around the well and
commercialize the water!] Fi-
naily, Dr A H Khan of Dhaka
University Chemistiry Depart-
ment presented data on arsenic
in water collected from
Noakhali, Sitakund and Chit-
tagong. He answered questions
on the current thinking in
Bangladesh on this life and

death issue.

" drinking

Now that the problem has
been enunciated, what is the so-
lution? The best solution is not
to attempt to "purify" poisonous
water, but to move away from it
altogether to "purified" surface
water. Every claim of filters
that rhake arsenic disappear,
must be regarded with skepti-
cism. It's not that simple. Em-
phasis should be on "safe"
water, not merely Ar-
senic-free water. The affected
population must be urged to
drink water from safe tube
wells, IMMEDIATELY! These
must be monitored regularly.
The non-safe ones should
sealed off permanently. There
is a saying that, "Pani bashi
khabe”; if you have to, drink

aged water. Let water age in a

kalshi; some harmful minerals
may be absorbed. Filtration
through 0,1 micron filters also
helps. Arsenic waste can be
placed in cow dung, where it
will be methylated, according to
reports.

Arsenic hospitals must be
set up for the victims. Most
importantly, over-dependence
on ground water must be ended.
Efforts must be made to tap
-other sources of water, such as
harvesting of rain water
(bacterial contamination is an
easily overcome problem),
which are practiced by our
neighbours in Myanmar and
Thailand. Low-cost water
treatment plants to purify sur-
face water must be considered
seriously. Bangladesh must
terminate its mnaster-servant
relation with UNICEF and
WHOQO, and rely more on its own
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g Conference in America

Dr Fakhruddin Ahmed writes from Princeton

scientists.

Ironies abound in this
traﬁedy. Switch from surface to
underground water was a jump
in technology. Alas, technology
is not always benign. In a

~country of "water, water every-

where," there is "not a drop to
drink!” This writer was touched
by the depth of the warmth and
goodwill for Bangladesh exhib-
ited by non-Bangladeshis at-.
tending the conference. MIT's

- Ms Susan Murcott broke down

as she described the suffering of
the people. That goodwill must
be harnessed for the good of
Bangladeshi villagers. Drs Di-
ankar Chakraborti, Bibud-
endra Sarkar and Timir Hore
were all born in Bangladesh.
There was genuine disap-
pointment with Bangladesh
government's inadequate re-
sponse to the catastrophe, Ar-
senic-poisoned Bangladeshis

write to Dr. Dipankar
'Chakraborti for help, not their
OwWIl government! e first case

of arsenic poisoning in West
Bengal was reported in the
Daily Telegraph in 1983.
Bangladesh government was
informed of arsenic poisoning
in its ground water in 1992: but
was very slow to act. Since
Dhaka was not affected (I am
not convinced of that) the gov-
ernment sat tight, The patriotic
Bangladeshi expatriate com-
munity in North America is
willing, eager and desperate to
aid eir fellow country folks
in their hour of need. The ques-
tion is: will the Bangladesh
government let them, or stand
in the way?

Mustafizur Rahman aé I KneW_Him

—

By Barrister Harun ur Rashid k

T is with great sadness that 1

write a few words about For-

eign Secretary Mustafizur
Rahman who is no more with
us. He was my colleague in the
Foreign Office. While I met with
him in late December last year
he looked to me in good health
and little did 1 realise that |
shall not be able to see him
again. He was polite and courte-
ous as always and was happy to
see me after several years.
I heard Mustafiz’'s name for
the [irst time in 1971 as he was
one of the courageous diplomats
who gave away diplomatic
privileges to serve the cause of
the Bengali people. During the
Liberation war in 1971
Mustafiz played a key role for
Bangladesh while he was posted
m Kathmandu as a junior
diplomat in Pakistan Embassy.
He was so appalled with the
atrocities of the then Pakistan
military regime on the inno-
cent Bengali people, that he
could nol stomach the brutali-
ties and switched his allegiance
from Pakistan to unborn
Bangladesh and worked ac-
tively for the independence.
This decision of Mustafiz
demonstrated his total com-
mitment towards the welfare of
the Bengali people.

First 1 met him in 1974 in
Dhaka Foreign Office. Over the
vears 1 had the privilege of
knowing him and I had the sat-
isfaction ol observing him:
work at a close range. We were
together in mid 70s and then in

1987 in the Foreign Office. |
hardly saw his feathers ruffled
even under pressure. He was
quiet but confident a person. He
had a deep voice which at-
tracted attention at the meet-
ings.

Mustafiz was able to iden-
tify the core fssue in a piven
matter and quick in the dis-
ﬁnsal of matters entrusted with

im. In my view the purpose
was more important to him
than process. He was committed
to public service in the broadest
sense of the term. He had a pic-
ture of the kind of Bangladesh
he wanted to contribute to and -
he worked in pursuit of what he
believed. Mustalfiz occupied the
highest paosition as a career
diplomat after having served as

Late Mustafizur Rahman § .. .
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- diplomat

Bangladesh Ambassador to
Russia and China.

While we were posted over-
seas, we met several times ina
third country. In 1982 on my
way to Australia, I stopped at
Kuala Lumpur with Mustafiz
who was High Commissioner to
Malaysia. In 1985 he came for a
visilt to Manila with his wife
Suraiya and lived with us while
[ was posted in the Philippines.

*Again while I was returning to

Dhaka Foreign Office from
Manila, 1 stopped in Rangoon
and Mustafiz received me at the
Rangeon airport. It may be
mentioned that my wife and
Suraiya were together teachers

- at the Green Herald School dur-

ing mid 70s. Our children be-
came closer to Mustafiz's f?n- :
ily. . - L

I wish to comment on the

- splendid diversity of his inter-
Focests vand  contribution. -He

started with a career in Airforce
and ended up as a seasoned
joining Pakistan
Foreign Service in 1964. He was
a person with great love of art
and music. He played violin
during his leisure. time.

It is a great tragedy that he
should have left us at an age of

‘only 57. He was a Bengali first,

last and always. Let me end

with the lines that Horatio

spoke on the death of Hamlet :
Now cracks a noble heart. -

- Good-night, sweet prince,

And llights of angels sing

| thee to thy rest.

An Officer in the Minisiry of Foreign Affairs

For obvious reason [ de-
clined to be named, But a cer-
tain event that | have observed
as an officer in the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, 1 find it too ir-
resistible to keep from sharin
with other readers. It happene
recently. A two-year contract
for the outgoing Foreign Secre-
tary.

There had already been so
much speculations on the ap-
pointment of a new Foreign
Secretary. There almost ran a
competition among the diplo-
matic correspondents and po-
litical analysts to first dig out

the confidential move by the
governmen!. They analysed,
judged and ascertained the

principal candidate and the al-
ternate candidate. From their
choice ol good places(!) the UK
and the USA,

[n one hazy languor of an Oc-
tober afternoon the despatch-
man delivered a circular on my
desk at work. I grabbed it per-
functorily as we do mostly the
governiment circulars! My good.
God. the government has ex-
lended the tenure of the Foreign
Secretary! [ straightened my
back and sat tightly on my
chair.

[ am basically not in favour
of such extensions. It might

turn boomerang for me!

turn of becoming the Head of
any office could be badly af-
fected. Undeserving people will
try (I have already seen them
doing) their utmost to deprive
the deserving of their due cred-
its, Who would not like to leave
their children saying dpr-:}udl}r —~
‘yves. my father retired as Secre-

tary /DG'. Instead of faltering

Yeh, he was AFS/DDG'.

But this time I experienced
myself a new feeling. | felt re-
lieved and not discontent at
least. Gradually I began think-
ing and analysing (in order to
have a critical appreciation)
how justified the government's
decision was (where else on
earth people look for justifica-
tion In government's decision!)
in: putting a man on contract
again. The contract person is to
be working under duress giving
lacklustre performance. Al-
though there comes a very few
exceptions, depending on the
individuals.

It's better than the specu-
lated new appointment — heard
myself saying. The unfair lob-
bying and flat sycophancy by
some of them, as were being
speculated, was already in the
air and also evident. This is
quite reflective of their person-

alitg. :

ompetence may be a com-
mon aspect but INTEGRITY is
truly a rare thing among our
senior officials. Perhaps there
has been a single instance in
the extension of service of a sec-
retary that there came no reac-
tion or any repercussion either.
It is our Foreign Secretary
Mustafizur Rahman's. Suffice it
to say his contributing factors
are, apart from his %'g es&imﬁai
competence — his being soft-
spoken yet firm, his calm dis-
position and forbearance in
place of sycophancy (a common
trait in many others] and
vengeance, his pleasant per-
sonality and above all that
matters. his integrity. His being
Foreign Secretary was due ear-
ller but he was deprived of it.
Despite that fact, he was not re-

- their goals which are too high

- someone in the service as has
Rahman.

ported to have shown any re-
sentment or have gone for any
lobbying. It could be because of
his habit of writing he is sus-
ceptible in nature. Otherwise as
being a pro-liberation force and
a translator of Ekatturer Din-
guli he could have duly taken
advantage or exploited his plus
point in turning to be an astute
person. It should stand as an
example for other aspiring offi-
cials,

The present government is
already disappointed and not
happy with the performance of
some of the persons put to the
top of some offices on contract
basis. These people are seen as
barely deserving but they leave
no stone unturned to attain

for them. It is a good sign and
we feel relieved that the gov-
ernment now realises to take
stern measures in m Sen-
sitive selections discarding any
kind of strong tadbir for any
unworthy person. It would be
wise of the government to con-
sider competence, integrity and
acceptabllity in choosing
someone from outside on con-
tract or extending the tenure of

been in case of Mr Mustafizur

While we hail the govern- |
ment's commendable decision
of extending the tenure of For-
eign Secretary it is also ex-
pected that it will closely moni-
tor the performance of the per-
sons on contract and will not
vacillate to take the right deci-*
sion again whenever it becomes
necessary in the interest of the J

country.

MILT KREST

DOESN'T LEAVE ALL THE
THINGS TO CHANCE, ¥ TIME WE WERE
. FELLA! BACK IN PORT,

I'VE HAD A CREW
COMBIN' IIIESE
WATERS AROUMD
THE REEF FOR
THAT ONE LITTLE
FISH !

DIST.BY ASIA FEATURES

THEY'RE SURFACING
ITS THAT LITTLE
OPENER | PROMISED
YOU WHEN WE GOT
TO THE ISLAND
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