DHAKA TUESDAY, MARCH 9, 1999

Benson & Hedges
concert cancelled

The Benson & Hedges "Twist
& Shout" concert scheduled to
be held on March 12 at Gulshan
park has been cancelled due to
unavoidable circumstances.
says a press release.

This was announced yester-
day by sponsors British Ameri-
can Tobacco Bangladesh
thruth a press release on be-
half of the organisers Sandhani
National Eye Donation Society
and Theatre School,

Those who have bought tick-
ets have been requested to get
full refund by handing over
their tickets at the place of pur-
chase.

Prominent Housing
contradicts report

The general manager of
Prominent Housing sent a letter
protesting the news item pub-
lished on the front page of The
Daily Star on Saturday under
the head line "Flat owners at-
tacked by hired goons” where he
claimed that there was no such
attack and the involvement of

Major (retd)] Monzur Kader in
the incident does not arise as he
was outiside Dhaka.

Our report was based on an
FIR lodged with the Moham-
madpur thana on March, 6, and
a press release signed by the
president of Prominent Welfare
Society the same day.

ADB seminar on
use of consulting
services begins
today

A three:-dair seminar on the
“Use of consulting services" or-
ganised by the Asian Develop-
ment Hanﬁ (ADB) will begin to-
day at the Dhaka Sheraton Ho-
tel, says a press release.

It will be attended by about
forty participants from differ-
ent ministries and executing
agencies implementing ADP-

hunded projects. The main pur-
pose of this seminar is to help
the participants improve pro-

ject quality through timely re-
cruilment and effective use of
consulting services when im-
plementing current and future
ADB financed projects.

The seminar will be con-
ducted by Benny Kosinda, Se-
nior Consulting Services Spe-
cialists of the bank central op-
eration services office.

AGM of CUJA
held

From CU Correspondent
CHITTAGONG, Mar 8: The
Annual General Meeting of the
Chittagong University Journal-
ist Association (CUJA) was held
at the association office on

Kéun_da}r. |
© The meeting was presided
over by Ahmed Karim. Presi-
dent of the association.
Among others Tawhid
Chowdhury, Ofiul Hasnat
Ruhin, Jasim Uddin Khan.
Hamidullah, Ataul Gani

Ssumon, Fahad Fardus and
Satyajit Dalta took part at the
discussion in the meeting.

Workshop on
potato seeds at
BARI from today

A "Regional workshop on In-
formal/formal potato seed sys-
tem” will begin under close
collaboration of International
Potato Centre (CIP} Limma, Peru
and the Tuber Crops Research
Centre (TCRC) of Bangladesh
Agricultural Research Institute
(BARI) Joydebpur, Gazipur from
today, says a press release.

Dr MM Rashid Director Gen-
eral of BARI will inaugurate the
workshop at 10:00 AM today as
the chief guest. Dr. Sarath Ilan-
gantlleke, Regional Represen-
tative of CIP South Wesl Asia
Region, New Delhi, India will
attend the workshop as guest of
honour and Dr. MA Razzaque,
Director {Research), BARI as
special guest.. The workshop
will be presided by the Director
TCRC DR.ABM Salahuddin. It
will be held in the seminar
room of BARI.

45 participants including
nine foreign deléegates from
Pakistan, India. Nepal, Peru,
ori Lanka and the Philippines
will attend the workshop. It
will provide an oppertunity to
policymakers, scientists and
extension workers of the gov-
ernment and non-government
agencies working in potato re-
search and development for an
open discussion to formulate a
guideline for overall improve-
ment of the potato seed system
in this south west Asia region.

The 3-day workshop will end
on Thursday.

Obituary

Mostafa Kamal, a senior as-
sistant secretary of the Jativa
Sangsad secretariat died of a
heart attack at Suhirawardy
Hospital yesterday. He was 36,
reports BSS,

He was taken to the hospital
after he complained of pain in
the chest. Attending doctors de-
clared him dead on arrival.

He left behind his elder]
parents, wife and a host of ad
mirer and relatives to mourn
his death.

* ok

Rehana Begum, wife of for-
mer sub-assistant director of
BDR and freedom fighter Md
Ishak Bhuiyan died of a cardiac
arrest at 10.30 am on Saturday
at the Combined Military Hos-
pital [CMH). She was 65, says a
press release.

Rehana left behind her hus-
band, six sons and daughters
and relatives te mourn her

death.
Her namaz-e-janaza was
held at Baitul Mukarram

Mosque and she was later
burred in her family graveyard
in village.

Her qullkkhivani will be held
at her residence at Uttar Badda
tomorrow after Asr prayers.

News

Elice a§ked_t0 ensure law & order

Negligence and irregularities
won't be tolerated : PM

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday asked the po-
lice forces to discharge their
duties with honesty and dedica-
tion and warned that no negli-

ence and irregularities in per-
ormning their duties will be tol-
erated, reporis UNB.

"You have to be more active
to maintain law and order and
take measures against the foul
aclivities that create unrest in
public life” she said while inau-
gurating the Police Meet '99 at
the Rajarbag Police Lines in the
morning.

The Prime Minister in-
spected the parade and took
salute from a smartly turned
out police contingent.

Hasina mentioned that sta-
bility is needed for economic
development of the country told
the police forces to perform
their duties with utmost sincer-
ity to ensure law and order in
the country.,

'People wants to see the
country's development and that
can only be ensured in an im-

proved law and order situation,"
she said.

The Prime Minister said af-
ter assuming power, her gov-
ernment took sincere steps for
curbing crimes and improving
the law and order. To achieve
the objective, police forces is be-
ing modernised.

She said during the last two
vears and eight months, several
new thanas were set up, includ-

‘ing six in the Dhaka metropoli-

lan area, and 5,655 police per-
sonne] were recruited while re-
cruitment of another 8,000
members is under process.

She said the government has
undertaken a project to mod-
ernise the seven police hospi-
lals, including the Rajarbag Po-
lice Hospital in the city. Tk 30
crore has been earmarked to
improve the health facilities of
the police forces.

She said : "Without any de-
mand from you, we have raised ’
the family ration yuota to 40
per cent from 20 per cent for the

lower level members of the po-
lice forces.”

Compensation has been
doubled for policemen killed or
injured in any incident while
performing their duty, she
added.

Hasina said the Finance
Ministry has been asked to al-
locate money in the next budget
for providing "risk allowance"
to those police personnel who
are engaged in hazardous task,

She recalled the glorious
contribution of police during
the liberation war, responding
to the call of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

Home Minister Major (retd)
Rafiqul Islam and Inspector
General of Police AYBI Siddiqui
were, among others, present at
the function.

Later, the Prime Minister
pinned the Bangladesh Police

Medal (BPM) and the Presiden-

t's Police Medal (PPM) to 32

members of the police forces of
different ranks.
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Drama festival: 'Jhaia Pala’, Jago Sundor Chiro Kishore'
and 'Porikha Pasher Montra’ will be staged on the 6th day of the
National Child-Juvenile Drama Festival. Organiser: Bangladesh

Shilpakala Academy in cooperation with People's
Central

Association. Venue:

Public

Theatre
Library auditorium,

Shahbagh. Time: 4:30 pm. 6 pm and 7:30 prn respectively.

Discussion: D-:parm'lent of Political Science, Dhaka Uni-
versity has organised a discussion meeting and cultural pro-
rarmime as part of its 2-day programime on freshers reception and

Im.

Club meet: The weekly meeting of Rota
will be held. Rin ABA Sirajuddowlah will spe

?arewell ceremony. Venue: T5C auditorium, DU campus. Time: 9:30
a

Club of Romna
on "0il and gas

exploration” as guest speaker. Venue: Dhaka Club. Time: 5:30 pm.

Club meet: The Rotary

Club of Dhaka New City will hold its

weekly meeting. Venue: Vintage Restaurant, Road No: 28,

Dhanmeondi. Time: 5:45 pm.

Club meet: The weekly meeting of the Rotary Club of Dhaka
will be held. Rtn Hasan Maniruzzaman, DGN 2000-2001 will be the
guest speaker. Venue: Sonargaon Hotel. Time: 5:30 pm.

JU Bangla Dept

holds freshers’

reception
By JU Correspondent

A freshers’' reception to wel-
come the newly admitted stu-
dents of the Department of
Bangla of Jahangirnagar Uni-
versity (JU) was held yesterday
at the 'Akashmoni Chattar' of
the university,

Or, Emis«ecl}r by Department of
Bangla, the reception was
presided over by Dr Rabeya
Moin, chairperson of the de-
partment. She introduced the
students with the teachers of
the department.

Among others present were
Prof Idris Ali, Dr Souda Akhtar
and Prof Daniul Hag.

Later a discussion was held
at the chattar.

The discussion was followed
by a cultural function per-
formed by the students.

Different Islamic organisations held rally protesti
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education at Paltan Maidan yesterday.

hg the “'-t;);lspir-azéjr' against Madrassah
' — Star photo |
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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina inspecting guard of honour at the Annual Police Rally '99
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at Razarbagh in the city yesterday.

— PID photo

Jessore killing
condemned

By Staff Correspondent

Speakers at a rally at the
Central Shaheed Minar yester-
dagv strongly condemned the in-
cldent in which eight people
were killed in bomb blasts at
Jessore.

They blamed religious fanat-
ics for the killing and de-
manded immediate arrest and
punishment of the persons re-
sponsible,

The powerful explosions at a
cultural function of Udichi
Shilpi Goshthi also wounded
more than 100 others in the
early hours of Sunday. The
Sammilito Sangskritik Jote
organised the protest rally.

Expressing grave concern,
Lhe speakers said that it was
pre-planned and executed very
efficiently.

The incident at Jessore is
not isolated from the incidents
of recent killing of political
leader Kazi Aref and attack on
poet Shamsur Rahman, they
said,

They also vowed to resist the
communal florces and de-
manded a ban on all religion-
based political parties includ-
ing Jammat-e- Islami, Nezam-
e- [slamd, and Harkatul Jehad.

Presided over by Ramendu

Majumder, president of the
Jote, the rally was also ad-
dressed by Syed Hasan Imam.

Kamal Lohani, Ataur Rahman.’

Shahriar Kabir, A F M Mah-
bubul Haq, Asaduzzaman Noor,
Nasir Uddin Yusuf Bachchu,
Shamsuzzaman Khan. Monju-
rul Ahshan Khan, Golam Qud-
dus, Mohammad Samad and
Towhid Reza Noor.

Also yesterday, more sorio-
cultural and political orpanisa-
tions condemned the incident
at Jessore and demanded pun-
ishment of the persons respon-
sible. The organisations are
Jahangirnagar University Tea-
chers' Association, Bangladesh
Muktijoddha Sangsad central
command council, Jatiya
Samajtantrik Dal, Bangladesh
Gana Shilpi Sangstha, ADAB,
Ganatantrik Chhatra Oikya,
Bangladesh Lekhak Shibir, and
Shikkha and
Charcha Kendra.

——

Sangskriti

'Govt has no plan to curb
Madrassah edn, JS told

The government yesterday
categorically said in Parha-
ment it has no plan whatsoever
to close down Madrassah educa-
tion, reports UNB.

Responding 1o a supplemen-
tary gquestion of Jainal Abedin
Farooq [BNP), Comimerce and
Industries Minister Tofael
Ahmed quoted the prime minis-
ters public announcenient
Sunday that the povernment
will never sgueeze Macrassah
education.

"Rather, increased budgetary
allocation was made under the
present government to develop
the education system in
Madrassah,” said Tofael who
replied on behalf of the Educa-
Liorn Minister in the House, He
noted that the goverriment has
increased the allocalion to Tk
295 crore Madrussah education
during the eurrent fiscal year
from Tk 206 crore in 1995-96.

He urged Macli i~<ahteachers
not to be used for dishonest po-
litical purpose aid remain alert

against evil political Li-:jS:iiFI'l-

He also said that a Madrassah

Teachers Training Institute has
been established and comiputers
intruduced to publish results of
Madrassali examinations,

The Minister said some 5969
Macdriissah were incorporated
in the MPO list till June 1998

—

covering 91 per cent of total
Maddr. issahsin the country.

l11 reply to Begum Farida
Roul Pasha {AL), State Minister
lor Primary and Mass Educa-
tion Satish Chandra Roy said
there are 37,706 government
primary schiools, 19,684 regis-
tered private primary schools
and 3,472 non-registered pri-
vate primary schools in the
courntry,

Scouts observe
birth anniversary

of Lord Powell

The 142nd birth anniversary
of Robert Stephenson Smith,
Lord Baden Powell of Gilwell,
best known as BP was observed
Sunday by Bangladesh Scouts
at the National Scout Bhaban,
says a press release,

An art compeltition of the
cub children and a discussion
meeting was held on the occa-
S1011.

Mohammad Abu Hena, Chief
Election Commissioner, at-
tended the ceremony as chief
guest, while Manzoor Ul Karim,
Chief National Commissioner,
Bangladesh Scouts, presided.,

Platform to Resist Violence Against Women in association

e e

with Manobic ‘Shahajjva Sangstha organised relief dis-
tribution programme yesterday among the female victims
of the recent fire at the Agargaon slum as part of their

International Women's

Day programme.

Leading

organisations at the country participated in the pro-

gramme.

el

UK to provide more money |

- for tiger protection

British Deputy Prime Minis-
ter John Prescott said the
United Kingdom will become
the first non-tiger range state to
join the Global Tiger Forum,
reports BSS,

Speaking at the Millennium
Tiger Conterence in New Delhi
on March 5, Prescott announced
that UK to provide more money
for Tiger Protection Projects,
said a press release of the
British High Commission
issued in the city yesterday.

He said, "the UK government
has been assoclated from the
outset with the efforts of the
Global Tiger Forum to mesh to-
gether initiatives in individual
range and consumer states to
lind practical solutions to en-
forcement and conservation
problems.”

Prescott said, "We feel that
the time is right to show our
support for the work of those.
countries committed to protect-
ing their tiger populations by
Jjoining the Global Tiger Forum.
We are the first non-range state
to do s0."

The British deputy prime
minister said, "We cannot sit by
and watch another species
heading for extinction. The
plight of the tiger is of just as
mmuch concern to people in Hull
as it is to those here in Delhi.”

Prescott said, "In the last few
vears we have contributed
150,000 pounds in direct sup-

port ol valuable protection
work. | am pleased to announce
a further grant of 50,000 pounds
from my department (Depar-
tment of Environment,
Transport and the Regions-
DETR] to the 21st Century Tiger
initiative, We have earmarked
25,000 pounds of this to sup-
port the courageous and esseil-
tial work being done by volun-
teer bodies such as the Wildlife
Protection Society of India to
stop tiger poaching and brin,
those who profit from suc
crimes to justice,

The other 25,000 pounds will
match funding being given by
Fauna and Flora International
for a new projeet in Indonesia
to help save the Sumatran tiger,
he added.

Highlighting the United
Kingdom's own efforts to eradi-
cate the illegal consumption of
liger parts and derivatives
Prescott said, "Like many other

states discovering to their dis-
may that as consumers of tiger
products they were part of the
problem, the UK has redoubied
its elforts to become part of the
solution.

The three-day Millennium
Tiger Conference was organised
by the government of India as

art of its Silver Jubilee cele-

rationns of the conservation
initiative Project Tiger, which
was launched in 1973.

Dry weather forecast

Dry weather is likely to prevail across the country with partly
cloudy sky over Chittagong and Barisal divisions till 6 pm today,
reports UNB.

Day
country
The country's high

temperature may remain nearly unchanged over the
during the period, Met Office said,
est temperature at 37 degree Celsius was

recorded yesterday at Rajshahi and Chuadanga, and the lowest

17.4 degrees at Jessore,

The sun sets in the capital today at 6:05 pm and rises tomorrow

at 6:13 am.

Maximum and minimum temperatures and humidity recorded
in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidity in
in Celsius Percentage
Max Min Murnn;g Eveni%‘

Dhaka 36.7 21.2
Chittagong 32.4 21.4 88 86
Rajshahi 37.0 18.0 55 30
Khulna 36.7 18.4 ) 37
Barisal 35.8 20.0 63 43
Sylhet 34.4 21.0 65 23
Cox's Bazar - 22.0 82 -

Student bodies condemn bomb

blasts at Udichi confce

Ditferent student organisa-
tions brought oul separate pro-
cessions and held rallies on
Dhaka University eampus on
Monday condemning the bomb
attack at Udichi conference in
Jessore on- Sunday, reports
APB,

Awami League-backed Ba-
ngladesh Chhatra League (BCL)
brought out a procession on the
campus and held a rally at the
foot of Aparajeyo Bangla.

Chaired by BCL central pres-
idenit Bahadur Bepari, the rally
wads addressed, among others,
by Ajoy Kar Khokan, Prasantu
Barua, Anjamm Masud and Saj-
jad Hossain.

Leaders at the rally blamed
the right wing extremists for
the gruesorne murder and said a
vested quarter was conspiring
to retard the onward march of
democracy. The brutal incident
was a part of thal plot. they
maintained.

Ganotantrik Chhatra Oikyva
(GCO) held a separate rally in
front of DUCSU building, de-
manding the removal of the Po-
lice Super of -Jessore, the GCO
leaders blamed the extremist
groups for the explosions and
said Lhe country's law and order
situation has totally collapsed
due to inefliciency of the gov-
errrnernt.

Our JU Correspondent adds :
Different student bodies also
brought out separate proces-
sions and held rallies on the’

Jahangirnagar University
campus protesting the bomb
attack.

Bangladesh Chhatra Union
{BCU)J. a left-leaning student or-
ganisation, brought oul a pro-
cession and chanted slogans
against the fundamentalists
blaming them for the attack.

Later, the BCU heild a rally
al the Arts Faculty premises
which was addressed by general
secretary Monishankar Das
Gupta and organising secretary
Aniruddha Das Anjan.

Condemning the attack the
leaders demanded immediate
resignation of Home Minister
for his failure to tackle the sit-
uation, -

‘Sammilita Sanskriti Jote'
(8SJ] of JU also brought out a
silent procession at the evening
protesting the attack,

S53J will cbserve Wednesday
as the mourning day to pay
tribute to the eight persons
killed in the bomb attack.

Samajtantrik Chhatra
Front (SCF) brought out another
procession on the campus
condemning the attack and de-
manded immediate action
against the persons involved,

Meanwhile, Bangladesh
Chhatra League (BCL) student
wing of the ruling party and
Jatyatabadi Chhatra Dal also
brought separate procession
and held rallies on the campus
condemning the attack.

Indian cultural
programme
begins

A nine-day Indian cultural
function started in the capital
yesterday on the occasion of
that country's trade fair begin-
ning here today, reports UNB.

The cultural programme was
inaugurated by State Minister
for Youth, Sports and Cultural
Affairs {}baié)ul Quader and In-
dian Commerce Minister
Ramkrishna Hegda at Osmani
Memorial Hall.

Renowned dance artiste Pro-
tiva performed Bharat Natyam
at the inaugural function,

The cultural show will re-
main openr from 7 in the
evening everyday till March 16
at the Osmani Memorial Hall
and the National Museum.

- sisted by Bang

Int’l seminar on
Mar 13-16

The Public Admitistrative

Reforms Commission {(PARC)
will hold a 3-day international
seminar in the city an March
14-16 to hammer oul concrete
and consensus recommenda-
tions for much-needed adrmin-
isirative restructuring, reports
LINB.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina is expected to inaugu-
rate the seminar at Sonargaon
Hotel on March 14.

sponsored by UNDP, and as-
\ adesh Unnayan
Parishiad [BUP) and Centre for
Policy Dialogue, the seminar,
titled "Administrative Reforms
for Development of Bangla-
desh.” will be divided into 11
SCS5I0NS.

Workshop on 'Pl'actising People’s Participation'

Integrated approach to water
resource management stressed

Experts at a workshop in the
city yesterday called for an in-
tegraled approach to water re-
source management with a
strong bias towards community
parlicipation, reports APB.

This view was expressed at a
day-long workshop on "Practis-

ing People's Participation." or- -

ganised by LGED's Small Scale
Water Resources Development
Sector Project [SSWRDSP).

Addressing the opening ses-
sion, Resident Representative of
Asian Development Bank (ADB])
Phiphit Suphaphiphat said

gor sustainability has been a
ong-debated issue of water con-
trol operations in Bangladesh,

He said the government of
Bangladesh and the ADB de-
signed the programme as one of
a new generation water man-
agement project which took
into consideration the innova-
tive concept on the development
of the sector.

Lack of beneficiary partici-
pation and sustainability of
water control system has often
resulted in the failure of such
projects in the past, the ADB
Resident Representative ob-
served,

GIORMSHOP FOR PRUKSES
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Through supervision mis-
sions, the ADB has closely
monitored the development
that took place during the im-
plementation of the project, he
said.

The ADB Resident Represen-
tative said, in implementing
the project the LGED took con-
crele measures to ensure close
interaction between the process
of physical infrastructure and
management institutions of lo-
cal communities,

LGED Chief Engineer Quam-
rul Islam Siddiqui inaugurated
the workshop at its auditorium.

Among others, First Secre-
tary of the Royal Netherlands
Embassy Peter de Vires, project
director of SSWRDSP Md Nurul
Islam, Md Yusuf of Agrani Irri-
gation Project. Chapainawab-

anj and Ayub Hossain of Ma-
%eahwar Chandra village in
Kaliganj. Jhenidah participated
in the workshop.

Noted waler expert and
Country Director of IUCN, the
World Conservation Union,
Prol Inun Nishat analysed and
made recommendations on var-
ious aspects of the project.

sl T
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YEARMENT ENGINEERING DEP ARTMENT

A workshop on Practising People's Participation under
LGED's Small Scale Water Resources Development Sector
Project was held in the city yesterday. Sitting from left
Md Nurul Islam, Project Director, SSWRDSP, LGED; Dr
Phiphit Suphaphiphat, Resident Representative, ADB;
Quamrul Islam Siddique, Chief Engineer, LGED and
chairperson of the workshop and Peter de Vires of the

Roval Netherlands Embassy.
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Banks facing
liquidity crisis,
Khaleda tells
British MP

By Staff Correspondent

British parliamentarian
Ona King yesterday met Leader
of the Opposition in Parliament
Khaleda Zia at her official resi-
dence and discussed the latest
political and economic situa-
tion in Bangladesh.

The BNP chairperson ap-
prised her of the situation and
problems relating to the demo-
cratic process, a BNP press re-
lease said.

The former prime minister
said her BNP government had
taken various liberal measures
lo attract foreign investment
and got massive response, but
the investors have now become
frustrated due to "wrong doin
of the government and lack o
facilities".

. The government has even
Jailed to ensure adequate suppl
of gas, electricily, water anglr
other facilities for the indus-
tries. Moreover, the commer-
cial banks are facing a liquidity
crisis as the government con-
tinued to borrow to meet ad-
ministrative expenditure. Con-
sequently, the banks have be-
come unable to provide capital
o the investors, she said,

Khaleda also told the British
MP about "rigging™ in the recent
Pabna-2 by-election, the four-
point demand of the opposition,
“incompetence” of the Election
Commission and “unilateral”
holding of municipal polls.

King told the BNP chief that
she would brief the British gov-
ernment on the overall situa-
tion in Bangladesh.

BNP leaders Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan, Dr Abdul Moyeen
Khan and MM Rezaul Karim
were present at the meeting,

Meanwhile, the opposition
leader in a statement strongly
condemned attack on JCD ac-
tivists during a demonstration
on Dhaka University campus
on Sunday. She alleged that a
good number of activists, in-
cluding female workers, were
injured in joint attacks of po-
lice and Chhatra League men.

Ershad discusses
party situation

By Staff Correspondent

Jatiya Party chairman H M
Ershad discussed latest situa-
tior: of his party with party MPs
at his Baridhara office yester-
diy,

Twelve MPs attended the
meeting, pa.r?r sources added.

Ershad leit for Saudi Arabia
for medical check-up after the
meeting, He will stay there for
three days.

The JP Chairman at the
meeling-entrusted Dr. T 1iMiFa-
zle Rabbi to act 'as acting Par-
liamentary Party Leader in his
absence.

Meeting sources said Ershad
advised the party's acting leader
to keep in contact with the op-
position Chiel Whip during his
trip to Saudi Arabia,

HC.: Hartal

From Page 1

fence, the government said.

"Hence no exception can be
taken to a hartal which urges
the people {but nol compels the
people) to observe hartal,” said
the affidavit.

The [gﬂvemmeut opined that
use of force or threat to use of
force to dissuade people from
carrying on their normal pur-
suits is a criminal act under the
penal laws of the land and the
same infringes the fundamen-
tal rights of the citizens guaran-
teed by the Constitution.

The government has a legal
and constitutional obligation
to maintain law and order in
the country and to fulfil the
guarantee of fundamental
rights given in the Constitution
and the government cannot sit
idle and be an onlooker, said
the affidavit.

"The government's measure
to prevent the people from
coerced is being met with illeg
foree by the organisers of har-
tals and the government's effort
in this regard cannot be termed
as illegal by calling it as anti-
hartal activities." the govern-
ment saicd.

Even i case people bring
procession in opposition Lo
hartal their activities cannot be
termed as criminal acts so lunﬁ
those activities were directe
against the criminal activities
of pro-hartal activists and do
not exceed the right of private
defence of person and property,
the affidavit argued.

"In fact. if use or threat to use
of force by the pro-hartal ac-
tivists can be prevented and the
people are rendered free to-
choose between hartal and no-
hartal, there will be no ques-
tion of resisting the use or
threat to use of force by the pro-
hartal activists and there will
be no question of taking cog-
nizance of criminal activity of
anti-hartal activists,” the gov-
ernment said.

It was also stated in the affi-
davit that the law enforcin
agency has registered crimin
case in respect of offences
which has come to its notice
and it will be an incorrect
statement if it is said that the
government is not taking any
action against the criminal acts
done under the cover of hartal
and during the period of hartal.

During the hearing Barrister
Shaukat Ali Khan and Barris-
ter Jamiruddin Sircer who were
appointed as amicus curiae by
the court, were present in the
court,

The Division Bench of the
HC comprising Justice Md Go-
lam Rabbani and Justice Md
Latifur Rahman on February
15, 1999 issued the suo moto
rule on the government, AL and
BNP to show cause as to why
pro-hartal and anti-hartal ac-
tivities should neot be declared
cognizable offence and the
Criminal Courts and the police
shall not be directed to take ac-

tion accordingly,



