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Cabinct approves
changes in city °

corporation laws
The Cabinct has approved

the proposed amendments to
the city corporation laws, re-
ports UNB.

The approval was given at
the cabinet meeting at the
Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban yester-
day wilh Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina in the chair.

The Cabinet also approved
in principle the draft of the
Medical and Dental Profession
and Private Clinic and Labora-
tory (Control) Bill, 1999,

It also adoupted a condolence
resolution on the demise of
Emir of Bahrain Sheikh Isa Bin
Salman al Khalifa, said an offi-
clal handout.

Special project
for women

launched
By Staff Correspondent

The International Women's
Day was obserVed in the coun-
try as elsewhere in the world
yesterday with a renewed call to
eliminate gender inequality.

This year's theme of the Day
was "Equality of Rights in State
and Family'.

President Shahbuddin Ah-
med and i"rime  Minister
Sheikh Hasinv gave separate
messages on iin oceasion.

This year':: programme in
the country iw.s marked by
launching of a Tk 15.58 project
to strengthen 1he + . \pacity of the

in Jessore amid

plenty of questions

JESSORE, Mar 8: The giant
replica of a dholi, the drummer
of rural Bangladesh, stands for-
lorn in vigil of the Jessore
Town hall maidan. Someone
has clamped a black flag lofting
over the drummer's head. The
black flag, like the hundreds of
others fluttering over the
southwestern city, mourn the
eight who were killed in a mas-
sive explosion, ripping through
the Udichi Shilpi Goshthi's cul-
tural night on Sunday:.

"When the first bomb ex-
ploded, it left all of us stunned,
shell-shocked and running all
around. some diving to cover. It
went off with a massive sound,
shaking the earth beneath my
feel. just when a baul signer had
sung his first two lines in Jes-
sore accent. The lyrics were
open your lamp oh my dear to
cut through the darkness,
Monir, 24, his arm still ban-
daged from a splinter, said.

The lean athletic rickshaw
van peddler from Nairampur.
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From Shehab Ahmed

Jessore, had been one of the
thousands of ordinary souls
who had come in search of a

late night escape from their day

to day struggle, They were walk-
ing down the mystic singer's
tunes and other musical presen-

Bombs exploded in
Jessore normally
used by army

By Our Correspondent

CID sources sald that the
splinters discovered at Jessore
Town hall indicated that the
bombs exploded there were
normally used by the military.

Ordinary people are not sup-
posed to have access to such
military hardware. The timin

device required to detonate suc
hﬂI{I:lth need specialists, they
said.

In south-western Bangla-
See Page 12 Col 2

tations harnessed from the rich
trove of rural Bangladesh that
marked the end of the Udichi's
three-day national conference
in the maidan.
The three-day conference
had enjoyed participation b
artists from rura

man
Hanﬁaﬂesh. providing not only

traditional sengs but also pip-
ing very strong messages
against [undamentalist and re-

actionary forces that would like

to turn ‘the clock back on
Bangladesh by a thousand
years.

But the early-hour explo-
sions that had left everyone
confused about the type of ex-
plosive and modus operandi of
the yet to be unidentified
bombers who left over a 100
wounded, 36 still in serious
condition in different hospitals
of Jessore, Khulna and Dhaka.

Just who were they? Every-
one asked as they continued to
visit the maidan where the

See Page 12 Col 1

Members of different cultural
protest killings in bomb blasts

at Jessore Sunday.

groups stand in silence at the Central Shaheed Minar yesterday where they gathered to
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