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Message Secretary

b . -
Creneral UNO
1o lunger questioned,
+ It many countries, pro-
visions guaranteeing the
enjoyment of human rights

without discrimination on the
basis of sex have been included
in constitutions or integrated
into legislative reforms. Discri-
minatory legal provisions have
been repealed and legal literacy
and other measures intro-
duced to alert women to their
rights and ensure their access
to those rights. The world
cominunity has identified
violence against women in its
various forms as a clear
violation of women's rights.
Strong actions have been put in
p[r,u;t- at  the mirrnatmnal
regional and national levels,
confront what should alwa}!a
have been consi-dered uncons-
cionable,

Yet much remains to be
done. As we stand on the
threshold of the new mille-
nium, we are confronted by
challenges both new and old. At
the forefront is the impact on
women of globalization, liberali-
zation, cconomic restru-cturing
and privatization, Poverty
among  women -- especially
heads of households and older
women -- appears to  be
deepening. Women are over-
represented among the unemp-
loved and under-emploved. If
employed, they are more likely
than men to be found in poorly
paid, part-time employment or
temporary and insecure jobs.

Women continue to pay with

their lives for inade-guate
provision of health care.
Preventable diseases  and

unequal access to health care
still affect women and girls,
those in the rural
sector. To our shame, matemal
and infant mortality remain
high in several countries, both

as a result of inadequate ante-
‘natal and maternity care,

and
of lumitations in family planning
programmes. HIV  infection

amot - women  continues to
mcrease, and  countries  still
lack progra-inmes targeted  to
HIV/AIDS prevention and
treatinent ﬂumnp, women and
girls.

Next yvear, five }’t‘ﬂ]‘ﬁ will have
passed since the RBeijjing
Declaration and Platform for
Action -- the world's first truly
compre-hensive plan in the
areas of critical concern to
women's advancement. Let us.
reco-minit ourselves to its full
implementation. The ideal of
gender equality, to which we
have so long aspired, is still far
from a reality. High on our
agenda must be the completion
of the structure of international
legal protection. 1 urge those
Gavernments that have not yet
done so to ratify the United
Nations Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women.
In: December this vear we will
comimmemorate the 20th
mmweramv of the adoption of
the Convention, which sets out
steps  required to eliminate
discrimination against women
111 all spheres of life, including
in' the family. The com pletion of

“the legal framework for equality

must be comple-mented by the
creation of an enabling
enviuonment to secure de facto
equality for woinen. .

(m this last Interma-tional
Women's Day before the new
millennium, let us rededicate
ourselves
disrri-minafﬂn and disadvan-
tage to whdch women are still
subjected ‘- whether in the
world of work, in access to
health care services, in the
provision of social services and
social safety nets, in peace-
building and recons-truction or,
perhaps most importantly, in
the home. Let us enter the new
millennium with the prospect of

gender equality in sight for
women evervwhere,
KOF]I ANNAN

secretary General
Inited Nations.

to "eliminating the’

Message UINICRE

seen a third of the elected
members to the Union
Parishads are now womén
and the same in true for the
forthcoming elections to
Pnurashavas Though these
are important steps in
ensuring the civil and
political rights of women, we
need to go a long way before
these rights can be fully
secured. The elected women
need to be
the knowledge and skills
they need to fulfil their, roles

in the local government
bodies. I am glad that
UNICEF could be of

assistance to the Govern-
ment of Bangladesh in
producing a training module
for the elected representa-
tives of local bodies, which
can be of some use in this
context,

The theme of the Inter-
national Women's Day 1999
is the prevention of viclence
against women. This is a

very appropriate theme,
considering the gravity of
the problem in many
countries of the world,

including Bangladesh. We
are horrified every morning
on opening the newspaper
to stories of rape, murder
and abduction of women

and young  girls. The
Government of Bangladesh
an{i the strong NGO

cammunit}r in this countiy
are fully concerned about
this problem. In a small
way, UNICEF has been able
to assist an effort to address
one of the most heinous
formms of this violence, the

throwing of acid by
channeling assistance to
vicims including recon-

equipped with -

hands with the Government
and our development part-
ners and re-dedicate our-
selves to the cause of the
WOITIEn
Bangladesh on
national Women's Day.
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Government Action to Comb-
alhviolenc against Women.
May 24-25.1998.

91 Papers submitted by India.
Nepal. Pakistan and Bangla-
desh at the subregion sub-
rcgional Expert Meeting on
Eliminating. Violence against
Women. Dhaka. December.
1997,
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1 The United Nation. The
and The
Beiging Declaration Sepien-
ber. 1995 :

Message ‘High Comissoner of CANADA

themselves and their part-
ners around the world of the
accomplishments of women
and their contribu-tion to
humanity. While a celebra-
tion 6f womanhood, Interna-
tional Women's Day also

provides us with  the
opportunity to reflect on the
persistent discriminatory
practices  which  deprive
women of theiwr rightful
place 1n  soclety, and

readedicates us to the fight
tor equality and justice,

Canada 1s proud to
associate itself with the
evident comnitiment of

Bangladeshi NGOs, women's
advocacy groups, and the
Government, to bring about
a more equitable Bangla-
desh, one where both
womern and men are given
an equal opportunity to
contribute to the country's
political, economic, and
social  advancement, and
ane where the repression of,
and violence against women
is a thing of the past.

His Excellency Nicholas
Etheridge
High Commissioner of
Canada to Bangladesh.

AR IR 3

T

structive surgery. Howeve
we need to go much further.
Unless we are able to
address the root causes of
violence, to identify why
some men behave in this
aberrant fashion and
change such behavior, we
cannot hope to eradicate
this problem.

In Bangladesh, one of
the causes of exploitation of

women is - their lack of
knowledge regarding the
laws that give them

protection. The laws that
govern marriage and divorce
1s one such important area.
Many women are disposse-
ssed of their security in the
absence of any proof of
marriage. The importance of
formally registering every
marriage is therefore a
matter which needs to be
understood widely in the
country. I am particularly
pleased that we have been
able to assist the Ministry
for Women and Children
Affairs in bringing out an
attractive booklet on the
subject of marriage
registration in Bangla and
English and 1 hope that this
booklet will be used widely
by Government and NGOs
in giving wide publicity to
the importance of marriage
registration.

We are happy to join

children of
this Inter-

and

Shahida Azfar
UNICEF Representative

Message IINFRA

International Women's ﬂay.
which comes on Monday, 8
March.

"The very same hm.lnmml
function that ensures that
societies sm'vive, thrive and
reproduce, is the very same one
that makes women the targets
of violence, "Dr. Sadik said, "It
is time that everyone of us,
individually and cnllechve]}r.
lakes a stand to eradicate
violence against women in all
its manifestations. We must
break the culture of silence on
violence against women, We
must promote zero tolerance of
violence against women
everywhere.”

In her statement, Tir, Sadik
urged a strong stand against
the "most endemic form of
violence against women",
domestic violence. The I‘Hmil},
often thought to be a safe
haven for girls and women, is
now increasingly a locus of
violence, "Women and girls are
actually at greater risk of
violence from members of their
howseholds, than frome
strangers, "Dr. 8Sadik said,
"Violence against women, "Dr.
Sadik continued, “"knows no
class, race, or age. "Where
resources are scairce, boys are
oftenn more likely to receive
enough food education or
adequate ' medical care, which
logically leads to poorer health
i girls, and even to higher
mortality rates on their part.”

UUNFPA is fighting violence
against women in several ways:
by helping to establish women's
health  ecentres,  supporting
violence counseling and
campaigning against  female
genital  mutilation  where it
persists. | Also, it has named
Goodwill Ambassadors 1o call
attention to the plight of women
evervwhere, All over e world,
HNEPA supports advocacry o
inprove the status of women
and  point  out  the  harmful
effects of violence on families,
woren and girls,
society as a whole,

-..Pr. Nafis Sadik,

as well as o

Executive NMirector

Linited Nations Popnlation
Fune

(VINFPA)

Message LIND)}]’

hed by the Prime Minister.
The subsequent period has
seen the development of the
National Action plan and
the Institutional, Review of
the WID Capability of the
Government of Bangladesh,
These are key steps towards
achieving "Gender Equality,
Development and Peace’,
the theme of next year's
Special  Session  of  the
General Assembly which
will review the implemen-
tationn of the Beying Plat-
form for Acuon. Notwith-
standing these achieve-
ments, major challe-nges
still lie ahead. One of these
relates to Women and
Health, which has been
chosen as this year's focus
for International Womens
Day celebrations at UN
Headquarters. Already at
disadvantage due to
cultural and social practices
which have negative impact
on their nutritton and
health status, factors such
as the gender disparity in
treatment of illnesses, early
marriage, early and frequent
pregnancies cause further
deterioration in women's
health leading to high
maternal mortality rates
and ultimately higher
morbidity: rates compared to
mern, ;

The low status of
women's health takes a high
toll on their personal
development. In addition to
the price they pay 1
personal terms, women are
also unable to reach their
full productive potental,
which has an impact on the
development of their fami-
lies and communities, and
ultimately, society at large.
But there is hope. Bangla-
desh has for instance made
big strides in the lowering
the fertility rate. In addition
to concrete policy measures
and direct interventions, the
madst  important  factors
contribu-ting to this
reduction have been higher
literacy rates, higher labour
force parti-cipation and the

general improvement iIn
wornen's SOCI0-economic
statils.

'While the National Plan
of Action and WID policy
constitute an important
step forward, these must be

pronged approach whereby
action can be  taken
simultaneously at various
levels, Upstream interven-
tions must be undertaken
for capacity building of the
national government to
jmake it more responsive to
the needs of women. This
can be accompanied by
interventions to address the
priority areas identified in
the Beiyjng PFA to raise
awareness regarding wom-
ens human rights and to
piot mnmitiatives at the field
level which contribute
directly to the empowerment
of various groups of women.
UNDP is participating in
this process through a
number of initiatives under-
taken with the Government
of Bangladesh.

-A  multi-sectoral project
aimed at developing capa-
city for _ gender mains-
treaming envisages the sen-
sitisation of policy makers
to the 1mportance “of
‘women's advancement; the
commissioning of gender
research; and awareness
raising through different
communications media.
-Issues related to women's
participation in the arena;of
governance are being
addressed by a number of
UNDP-supported  projects

with the Government of
Bangladesh. These  are
working, among other

things, to build the capacity
of wormner politicians
through training.

-The holistic changes that
need to be brought about in
the position of women i1n
Bangladesh require field
level interventions as well as

more upstream efforts as
mentioned before. To this
end, several projects for

disadvantaged womern have
beenn undertaken n the
areas of skills traiming and
credit provision, community
empowerment, ENVIIOn-
ment, food aid and empo-
werment of commercial sex

workers.

These efforts, addre-
ssing a variety of sectors,
seek to play a mutually

reinforcing role i support
of women's advancement. |
hope that we can all work
together using a® multi-
faceted approach to the
1Issue of women's empower-
ment in Bangladesh. We will
find that the significant

concretised in the form of progress in women's health

targeted development inter-
ventions in order to address
the issues which ppse
barriers to women's develo-
pment effectively. This must
be done through a multi-

will indeed be an achievable
goal in the new millennium.

David E. Lockwood
Resident Representative
UNDP



