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BGMEA’s Role

Elections to the executive committee of the
Bangladesh Garments Manufacturers and Ex-
porters Association (BGMEA) usually attract pub-
lic interest. But this year’s elections, which were
held on Thursday last, held a little more interest
than previous ones. The role of the BGMEA in
promoting growth of the garments industry has in-
creased immensely over the years. The BGMEA has
also acquired a high profile political role, thanks
to various wrongdoing — alleged or real -- by gar-
ments exporters, such as poor safety records, quota
manipulation, abuse of tariff facilities etc. On the
other hand, the garments sector is now seen as a
potential source of investible surplus funds, which
are badly needed to build up a high quality textile
industry. Indeed, this backward linkage is vital for
the prosperity of the garments sector itself.

Against this backdrop, the election of a new ex-
ecutive council of the BGMEA has the potential to
inject new ideas and approaches, and fresh enthu-
siasm in the association. The BGMEA is at a cross-
roads today. On the one had, it is perhaps the most
professional and forward-looking among all the
business associations in the country. The BG-
MEA’s role in eliminating child labour from the
garments sector stands as an example for other in-
dustries — indeed, other countries - to follow. On
the whole, the BGMEA has played the role of a cata-
lyst in turning garments into a dynamic sector. But
this means the association carries a great deal of
responsibilities as well, from helping to secure the
industry's future in the global market, to ensuring
its members refrain from manipulation of facili-
ties.

The garments sector now requires a major re-
rientation in attitudes among the entrepreneurs
who drive the industry. There is an urgent neces-
sity to increase value addition, through establish-
ing forward and backward linkages. The industry’s
excessive reliance on buying houses for marketing
of products may have been necessary in the early
stages, but that needs to change. Growth of local
textile industries is a must if garments exporters
are to remain competitive in the world market in
five years’ time. But such'backward linkages would
not take place, unless garments exporters began
sourcing their inputs locally, rather than from
overseas. The BGMEA's new leadership can play a
major role in establishinﬁ a partnership, which
would help the growth of textiles and ensure a
prosperous iucaie lor readymade garments.

Tax Dodging by MPs?

Given our scale of improprieties committed by
the high and mighty, the news of 186 MPs out of a
total of 330 in the Jatiya Sangsad evading income
tax payment may not quite strike as a bombshell.
But this is certainly an instance of the worst
breach of trust on the part of lJawmakers to-date. A
parliamentary majority, mind you, has by some
strange, but not quite an inexplicable neuro-chem-
istry, opted out of the tax obligation. On top of the
piling up of telephone bills by MPs this disclosure
on tax evasion sheds ample light on the tumble
icakgn by the lawmakers' respect for the laws of the

and.

To our mind, the list of income tax payees
among the MPs sent by the NBR to the Parliamen-

tary standin% committee on Finance at the latter's
request which cracked open the story, speaks of an
accountability process Eaving been already initi-
ated. Now this needs to be carried forward to a con-
clusion. The allowances they draw as Members of
Parliament are tax-free alright, but these do not
constitute all their sources of income. If they had
paid taxes before they became parliament mem-
bers and have not entirely delinked themselves
from their previous avocations then their incomes
must have been taxable. When anybody earning
more than Tk 60,000 per annum has to pay income
tax there is hardly any reason for an MP to be
Elﬂﬂﬂd below that measly income bracket. They

ad got elected on a campaign expenditure ceiling
of Tk 3 lakh each, which many of them might well
have overshot in the actuals. With that recorded
spending capacity and their identifiable sources of
income it defies understanding as to how they
could have dodged their dues to the national ex-
chequer.

The non-payees cut across party lines, belong as
they do to AL, BNP, Jatiya Party and Jamaat, We
thank the parliamentary standing committee on
finance for the initiative it took to establish
transparency at the highest level of public repre-
sentation. It would now be in the fitness of things if
the JS committee pursues the matter to a point of
getting the taxes paid where due together with
statements procured on the sources of income of all
the members of parliament.

Crimes in Chittagong

There has been an alarming rise in the inci-
dence of crime in the port city in recent times
which ranges from mugging to murder. Reports of
armed robbery, murder and abduction of busi-
nessmen for ransom by political héodlums have
been published in abundance by almost all leading
dailies of the country. The crimes committed at
Chittagong Polytechnic Institute have resulted in
the murder of 10 youngmen during the last 15
years. The Institute has been identified as some-
thing of a spring board for extortionist forays by
maastans who included students wing of the ruling
as well as the opposition political parties. The In-
stitute had been under the control of Chhatra Dal
and Chhatra Shibir but now it is the Chhatra
League which holds sway. The chronology of events
shows a bizarre nature of crimes committed by the
armed goons in the city and how the police showed
helplessness in nabbin% the culprits. The business
of toll collection is so lucrative that often the in-
. volvement of police has been alleged by knowl-
edgeable circles. Perhaps the most disturbing as-
pect of the whole issue of law and order is the rising

incidence of abduction of businessmen. A number

of such cases were reported to the police and lead-
ers of the business community recently voiced
their concern over the spate of crimes in a meeting
with the police boss. The recent attack on a city po-
lice station in broad daylight has sent a chill down
the spine. Citizens have started asking questions
about the motivation and efficiency of the law en-
forcing agencies. Instead of lecturing the public the
administration must tighten its p over the vices
and bring the culprits to book.

get the protection of agencies they pay for.

€ citizens must |

D-8 Summit in Dhaka and its Future

summit of the eight popu-

lous and developing
Muslim-majority

countries from Asia and Africa

(Bangladesh, Egypt, Iran,
Indonesia, Malaysia, Ni-%::ria.
Pakistan and Tur eg]
commonly known as the D-8,
was held for the second time in
Dhaka for two days on March 1
and 2. Bangladesh Prime Min-
ister inaugurated the Summit.
The Dhaka Summit is reported
to have focused on the areas of
co-operation among the eight
countries in various sectors.
The D-8 bloc of countries
was initiated by Turkey in 1997
and the first Summit was held
in Istanbul on June 5, 1997.
The pertinent questions that
arise are: Why was il necess
to constitute another small
group of Muslim countries? Is
the Organisation of Islamic
Conference {QIC) rceived in-
effective because ulrﬁle deep di-
visions among the Arab coun-
tries? Why did the D-8 exclude
oil-rich Arab countries of the
Middle East ?

Why D-8 bloc ?

The stereotyped image of
Muslim countries to the West is
that they are being torn by the
Islamic militants and represent
by and large Islamic fundamen-
talism. This image obscures the
fact that many Muslim coun-
tries are moderate and demo-
cratic and have sustained eco-
nomic growth in their respec-
tive countries. Most of the west-
ern media fail to take account
the quiet revolution going on in
their economic architecture.

In the days of fierce compe-
tition and globalisation of
markets and financial transac-
tions. Turkey took the initia-
live lo group large and populous
Muslim nations as the D-8
comprising almost 800 million

‘ ﬁ JHILE peace and security
is the larger purpose of
the current visit of the
Special Envoy on Afghanistan,
Mr Lakhdar Brahimi, its
thrust is just as strong on
getting UN staff back into
Afghanistan and providing safe
and secure work conditions to
them. Mr Brahimi, who started
his Alghan diplomacy nearly a
year ago along with OIC, with
the goal of resolving bloody
izhting between the Taliban
aiitt te Northern Alliance dnd
creating a workable,
representative mechanism to
govern Afghanistan, now finds
that the aim to re-engage the
UN in Afghanistan is just as
important.

The urgency of the task,
which has taken up most of Mr
Brahimi's time so far, can not
be overstated. Since it pulled
out its 39 foreign staff from the
Afghanistan in the wake of the
kiling of an Italian officer,
Colonel Carmine Calo, in Au-
gust, the United Nations has
been increasingly
marginalised in a country
where it has a formidably role
to play — of peace-keeping,
peace-making and reconstruc-
tion and development.

The physical absence of the
UN [rom the Afghan scene has
dealt a deadly blow to the clout

,».of the international body with
“*the rulin

_ authuriti{. the Tal-
Iban. reducing the level of its

practical involvement in the
Alghan affairs, at worst, to New
York-based decisions and UN
Security Council resolutions,
and, at best, to quarterly visits
of Mr Brahimi to the area to
have short meeting with the
Taliban leadership. This is an
odd situation for an organisa-
tion which has so far done
some commendable work in
Alghanistan and has extremely
imptﬂirtant tagks cut out for it,
walling to be urgent ~
_furmecﬁ 2 , 7 per
While the pulling out ol its
international staff in the wake
of the killing of the ltalian of
ficer and an increasingly in-
hneﬂ::itahle environment cre-
ated by the inflexible attitude ol
the Taliban, sent the signal
that the UN would not take dic-
tation. the decision broke UN's

by Barrister Harun ur Rashid

If there are long-term co-ordinated policies and programmes among the D-8 countries, in areas
of business and industry, services, food security, agriculture, health, science and technology,
environment and information and communications, they will certainly bring economic

people. Each member-country

is important within its respec-

tive region largely because ol
their large populations and po-
tential markets.

Furthermore, all the mem-

ber-countries have embarked.
on moving to a market-based

economies and privatisation
has been in full swing in these
countries. The liber
their economies is bound to at-

tract foreign investors and all
of the eight countries have al-

ready attracted foreign invest-

ments. (
in all the member-countries is

the democralisation of political

institutions through periodic
elections.

It would not incorrect to say
that the OIC is going no where,
A view prevails that it has not
been able to play a meaningful
role politically or economically
in the affairs of Islamiec coun-
tries because of the diver%’ence
of views among the mem
During the Irag-Iran war the
ineffectiveness of OIC was
glaring, although it attempted
to negotiate a peace deal be-
tween the two nations. The Is-
lamic Summits produce pious
statements of intentions with-
out any concrete steps to follow.
However, the Arab countries
appear to find the Islamic
Summits valuable since the
Summils provide forums for all
Arab countries to meet, even
though often they hold diamet-
rically opposite views on many

~ issues. There is a view that if

isation of

Another common factor

ers. .

dividends to them.

Gulf Arab countries were in-
cluded in this group of the D-8,
the deep divisions among them
on the lines of anti-West and
pro-West will surface and no
cohesive economic strate

could be formulated by the D-8

group.

It may be noted that Turkey,
a member of NATO, could not
yet become a member of the Eu-
ru{)ean Union when they are
willing to admit three East Eu-
ropean countries as new mems-
bers. Further Greek-dominated
Cyprus’s application received

better treatment than that of

Turkey by the European Union.

Turkey needs to demonstrate to
the European Union that it has
a strategic edge and is seen to be

economically and politically

powerful if it can group together

another seven large Muslim

countries from Asia and Africa.

Other member-countries
found the group as a convenient
vehicle to fulfil their national
aspirations. Each member-
country wish to play a mean-
ingful role in regional and
world affairs. A few of them
within the D-8 desire to become
permanent members of the UN
Security Council when the
membership of the 15-seat
Council is increased. By being a
member of the D-8 the standing
of each m-f'.lnl::uF:r-u::-:::«untr[!rl is be-
ing strengthened. [t is the self-
enlightened interests which led
all the 8 countries to form this
group and why not ?

Is it a good strategy?

Turkey's role is to be lauded
because the truth is that we live
in an unequal and harsh world
where a small minority of
countries have the bulk of
world’s finances. In this year
the UN reported that there are
225 billionaires who collec-
tively own 51 trillion which
equals the annual income of
almost half the world’'s popula-
tion, About 30 individuals
have assets exceeding the total
GDP of SAARC —group of coun-
tries. In the days of globalisa-
tion of financial markets, the
developing countries appear to

" be at the mercy of western capi-

tal markets. The financial cri-
sis in South East Asia largely
originated from the flight of
capital by the western investors
and this has driven home the
nnint that the economies of all
the developing countiries are
very vulnerable to the whims of
foreign short- term investors.
The developing countries are
powerless to control the direc-
tions of the world econgmy. The
challenge to the developing na-
tions is to mobilise and deploy
their resources mare effectively,
nationally and collectively, to
energise their development,
draw ]
undertakings, exploit global
opportunities, and to make
international system
responsive to their interests, In

this context the move to form

the D-8 appears to be a sound
strategy. The

strength from l]n:}in L

more

developing

countries wish to see a truly in-
terdependent world organised
on the basis of human equality

and human variety in pursuit of

jointly defined common pur-

poses where there is peace, se-

curity and dignity for all per-
sons and all peoples,

Another feature in the eco-
nomic domain is that no coun-
try. however big and powerful,
can remain alone in the inter-
dependent world. In every re-
gion the countries have consti-
tuted their own exclusive clubs
lor economic interests. We have
witnessed the growth of the
economic clubs in Europe, in
the Americas and in Asia.
Again we have witnessed some
mega-clubs which transcend
the regions. For instance,
APEC (Asia Pacific Economic
Co-operation) groups together
Asian, Pacific, Australia, New
Zealand and North as well as
South American countries and
is expected to embrace Russia as
a member,

These economic compul-
sions make the D-8 group rele-
vant. The purpose of D-8 coun-
tries appears to become increas-
ingly self-reliant and to make
greater use of their own re-
sources, national and collec-
tive, It also stresses the role of
united action by the D-8 coun-
tries in
strength as a group and in se-
curing a voice in the global af-
fairs in the negotiations with

Lthe industrialised countries.

Each of the eight countries has

UN's Uphill Task in Afghanistan

Syed Talat Hussain writes from Islamabad

The crucial question now is whether the Special Envoy can ensure safe and secure return of the
UN Staff in Afghanistan without compromising on the basic principles of the UN Charter and
other understandings reached between the UN and the Afghan Authorities embodied in the
Memorandum of Understanding of May 1998?

contact with Afghanistan at a
critical juncture, cutting off its
links with the Taliban which
could have been used to resch
some . Lhe peace-making, re-
construction and development
ﬁﬂals in the country in most

esperate need ol it. An exten-
sion of this consequence of UN
absence lrom Afghanistan has
béen  that Afghanistan's
changing realities are esca ing
the notice of UN policy ma.[ieré
who have been out of the loop
for almost ten months.

Their assessments on whait
IS going inside Afghanistan, the
changing profile of the Taliban
movement, the new needs of the
Afghan people and the worsen-
ing of the existing ones, is based
on second-hand information
and 'guesstimates', divorced
from reality. Worse, since the
UN pulled out its staff last Au-
gust, the Taliban have become
increasingly suspicious of the
motives of the UN in
Afghanistan as they identify
UN's absence from their soil as
part of the US-led sanction cen-
tred response of the interna-
tional community to their rule
in the country.

S50 whereas their own prob-
lems of assistance and diplo-
malic recognition are forcing
them (o talk to the UN and to
give guarantees of security to
the UN staff, the level of trust

between them and the UN is at
rockbottom.

This is bad for the UN he-
cause the most important pre-
requisite for it to successtully
carry oul its operations. in
Alghanistan is to have the trust
of the local population and of
the ruling political authority
with which it has to deal. and
with the co-operation of whose
offices it has to discharge its
various responsibilities. The

=

Dhaka Press Club

meeting point

Sir, The authorities may
consider bannimg the area in
front of the Dhaka Press Club
for holding public and protest
meetings, and shift the venue
elsewhere to maintain traffic
flow. This location is popularly

used almost daily perhaps to.

draw media attention. This is
an arterial road with hea
density of traffic almost 1
hours a day.

Abul M Ahmad
Dhaka

Health service

Sir, With ihe existing woe-
fully pitiable condition of gov-
ernment hospitals, general atti-
tude of government doclors,

“private clinics, registered or

unregistered, on top of it the
corrupt practices in the offices
of Civil Surgeons. how does the
government proposes to achieve
its oft repeated goal "health for
all by the year 2000"?
[ beg to differ from you when
ou say, if I am not wrong, "
ere is hardly any mechanism
by which these death chambers
(private clinies) can be detected
and their owners are brought to
book"( DS, Feb. 25, 99). The Di-
rectorate of Health Services
[DHS] has in its disposal three
agencies that can conduct nec-
essary enumeration of all exist-
ing private health service
roviders and the government
as its own rules and regulation
to deal with unauthorized clin-
ics and the quality of all service
roviders. These agencies are:
anagement Information Ser-
vice [MIS], The National Insti-
tute of Population and Social
Medicine [NIPSOM]}, Lastly, The
Bangladesh Medical Research

- mation.

.

[
-

1N

Council [BMRC]. In addition.
there is the National Institute
of Population Research and
Training [NIPORT] under the
Ministry of Health and Popula-
tion Control. Apart from these
there is a plethora of NGO re-
search agencies, which could be
requested for the needed infor-

Why forget thousands of
field level health and famil

planning workers? -

Syed Waliullah
Dhaka

The two-stroke
Turkey

Sir, It's good to see that, un-
der the auspices of World Bank
funding, the government is tak-
ing measures to control pollu-
tion and traffic. While import-
ing unleaded fuel is long over-
due, I am dubious about conver-
sion of 2-stroke to 4-stroke en-
gines. A drive in the chaos of
Dhaka city traffic makes it
abundantly clear that 3-wheel-
ers make life intolerable on the
roads.

Our emphasis should be on
developing a mass transit sys-
tem which works, and also
providing a decent taxi-cab
service to the residents of
Dhaka. The initiative should
also address rehabilitation of
the displaced workers. If the
government funds new taxi-cab_
service, the workers could be
trained to drive them. Ulti-
mately, the problem stems from
too much development in
Dhaka at the se of the rest
of country, which aggravates
migration into the city. It's
time to decentralise and bring
development to the people.

—

Sadat Omar
Dhaka

UN absence from Afghanistan,
which has brought to a halt
most of its work in
Afghanistan, except for the
World Food Programme's food
assistance, which met 90 per
cent of its target for year 1998,
looks all the more odd against
the presence and work of other
international agencies such as
the ICRC and some NGOs which
have been weathering
Alghanistan's many storms in
thie line of their duty.

How handicapped the UN
has become since its August

pull-out to respond to the needs
el the Afghan sociely has been
clear in the most recent earth-
quake which badly hit Maydan-
Wardak and Logar provinces,
one hundred miles south of
Kabul. The devastating tragedy
leit 65 dead, 498 injured, some
6356 houses destroyed, and
11,000 damaged besides 278

mosques. While the ICRC and
International Federation teams

were able to reach the spot in
less than 24 hours and started
relief and emergency work in
_the nexi 48 hours. the UN emer-

gency response bogan nearly a

week later when the ICRC was
almost done with its reliel and
distribution work.

The most notable difference
between the ICRC and the UN
response was that of proximity
and presence. The ICRC was
Lhere on the ground and could
move swiltly; the UN was not
there with full force &#and thus
moved late. Similarly the

World Health Organisation's

operations are also badly af-
tected by the fact WHO has to
operate through the local staff,

increasing their

its own strengths. Primary
commodities such as jute. cot-
ton. rubber, wheat, tobacco. co-
coa and tin, are still the main-
sltay of the member-countries.
We may not forget that two
member-countries, Nigeria and
Iran, have large oil reserves,

Conclusion

The collective resources of
all the member-countries have
great promise and can be ex--
ploited fruitfully to benefit the
nations. If there are long-term
co-ordinated policies and pro-
grammes among the D-8 coun-
tries, in areas of business and
industry, services, food secu-
rity, agriculture, health, science
and technology, environment
and information and commu-
nications, they will certainly
bring economic dividends to the
D-8. After all D-8 countries
must recognise that their basic
growth impulses must be found
in their collective national
economies and that self-re-
liance among the D-8 will be a
greal economic strengih in the
new global context.

In my view, it is a sound
diplomatic move for
Bangladesh to host the second
Summit in Dhaka. It demon-
strated the importance Bangla-
desh attaches to the D-8 group.
If the Dhaka Summit achieves
in re-inforcing the collective
efforts in strengihening and
consolidating economic co-
operation among the member-
countries, they have a fair
chance to lift themselves out of
poverty. The future of the D-8
depends on how committed and
sincere the leaders are in mov-
ing forward in implementing
the programmes. We wish all
the success for the D-8 coun-
Iries. T o

The writer (s Former
Bangladesh Ambassador to the
UN in «Europe, Geneuva.

which though competent, finds
itself either too stretched out to
measure up to health and dis-
ease challenges in Afghanistan,
Or. on occasions, not well-
equipped to do quick diagnosis
as has been the case with the
spread of a mysterious virus in
Badhkhshan province which
has already killed 300 people.
It is understandable why Mr
Brahimi wants to re-engage
Alghanistan and why it is one
ol the topmost items on his
agenda,

The crucial question now is
whether he can ensure safe and
secure return of the UN Staff in
Alghanistan without Ccompro-
mising on the basic principles
of the UN Charter and other un-
derstandings reached between
the UN and the Afghan Authori-
lies embodied in tﬁe Memoran-

duin of Understanding of May
19987 )

'OPINION

Spot the quality and gquan-
tity ol leadership in the conti-
nenis. Global leadership is a
scarce commodity, bringing in
uncertainty, delays, loss of di-
rection, releasing multifarious
problems, which nations, big
and small find it chaotic to con-
trol or solve. Today's leaders
cannot get out of the traps set up
by the self and the societies. The
world has to be led nobly.

Conlining the focus to Asia,
the most populous, with most of
the poor, (with Africa compet-
ing in the poverty factor), one
odd factor stands out: Japan.
Lhe most prosperous materially
and financially, is unable to
provide the mobility and confi-
dence which sound leadership
should provide to the teeming
masses salve and salvation.

It is not that the industrious
Japanese cannot get their, and
other's hearlnF. but the
Japanese way of life and think-
ing has built up an invisible
wall in this closed society
which prevent the citizens from
extending a helping in the
management of world affairs.

It is because Japan did not
deliberately mix business with
international politics. They
produced better and cheaper
products and dominated the
world markets, and became the
richest nation in the world.
with the highest foreign ex-

~ billion

Leadership in Asia

A Husnain

change reserve. Now the global
business slump has stumped the
Japanese. Who are gnudes in-
novators but weak inadjusting
to external changes. The Amer-
ican prosperity is spread thick
and thin — and sometimes the
toast is buttered on both sides!

The formality observed by
the Japanese inside and outside
the business hours is ad-
mirable, but this very rigidity
tells, and stalls, further incur-
sions into the human minds
beyond Japan. Now comes the
shockin
ollars by the Japanese
communications giant NEC.
The recession continues, and
}_he Yen rides too high fo com-
ort.

Are the rigid Japanese insti-
tufions cracking up — under
pressure or vacuum?
Bangladesh sulfers from the
human factor or the human
systemsloss. It is the reverse
with the Japanese. Are they too
dehumanised, although they
are good souls? Islanders have
some complex — note the love
and hate equations prevailing
between Britain and the Euro-
pean continent,

Iluman relationships are
changing in the age of the global
village. These changes in this
information age are providin
too fast for isolated, tradition

news of the lossof 1.2 .

«nd formal societies, regardless
of their GNP and GDP (which
indirectly indicates that money
or prosperity cannot allect the
human soul, deep inside),

Today the world is ruled by
surface effects, and cosmetic
movements shake up the foun-
dations and basic concepts of
the past. Adaptability is the
severesl Lest of the times. There
are many [ailures and few sur-
vivors. Al Lhe end of the century
the crackup of the mores and
the moods has started, and it is
difficult to forecast the end
products. Cultivate the open
mind zlong with the open mar-
ket, and the glass panes of the
heart will open.

A new world order appears to
be in the making, The motto of
the time is better to change than
to stagnate; better to adjust and
be accommodating than to al-
low cracks through strain
maintaining rigidity. Adapt-
ability is consideration, and
consideration leads to adapt-
ability. It is the flow that mat-
ters — the difference between
flowing and stagnant waters,
the blessing of the flowing
breeze, the changing clouds, and
the changing shadows with the
changing position of the sun.

High noon is not the peak of
life. The crest ol a curve is not
always the best point to relax. It
is lonely al the top, Democracy

and mini happiness are down
below, in the valleys of good
cheer, chirping sound, and
bubbling riviilets. When the so-
cial barriers are down, life
looks up, as spring is the
harbinger of the year ahead.
Leave the winter behind and
come out to enjoy the sunshine
of plain living and quiet think-
ing.

Back to Asia. The Asians di-
versily is ma]|est1'c and magnif-
icent, but isolated in the masses
of poverty and islands of pros-

rity. Search for the leveller,
or mobility to function. What
is life if the circulation is slug-
Fish? Life depends upon the
iver. both internally and ex-
ternally. The liver tonics are
available in different models:
in allopathic mega doses, or
molecular homeopathy. Some
mix up capitalism with mate-
rialism, and materialism is
again mixed up with con-
sumerism. Consume what?
Leave something for others.

The legendary gentleman
who whispered 'His need is
greater than mine' is dead, but
the idea is very much alive to-
day, dormant, rested, and ready
to be applied on one all of the
five billion human beings, the
noblest creature in the Uni-
verse.

bl it e B R R T,

What 1s Happening to Us?

" Munira Khan

Once I heard a story about a

man who was travelling by boat
from one
his family and belongings. Af-

place to another with

ter two days, a storm raged and
the boat sank. The man some-
how swam ashore and sat with
his hands on his forehead.
Some of his belongings were
still visible, floating on the wa-
ter. Somebody from the river-
side asked him: "What are you
thinking about, why don't you
try to salvage some of your {le-
longings and also see whether
anybody is alive? Perhaps you
can still rescue somebody if you
try."

The man replied: "I am not
thinking about my wife and
children who must have died
because they could not swim. I
am also not thinking about my
savings. | am not thinking how
I am going to live without my
family and belongings — | am
only thinking, holo ta ki?"

After three days of appalling
hartal we are also thinking
“what is happening to us?" Year
after year politicians are giving
hartal programmes against
their rivals keeping the citizens
hostage and we cannot do any-
thing about it but to say "what is
happening"?

The children could not go to
schools, the patients could not
get treatment because the doc-

l_tura were not available, poor

labourers, small businessmen

could not earn, all other devel-
opment works were stopped,
ports came to a standstill and
all of us remained captive in
our home — watching television
or feeling irritating towards the
politicians.

So many things have been
sald against hartal, so many
statements and write-ups were
published in the newspapers
and magazines, but no visible
effect was noticed. The politi-
cians went on, finding no other
weapon against each other,
making the citizens prisoners
in their own homes. During re-
cent hartal one of my good
friend's husband expired — 1
could not go to her place and
help her with funeral arrange-
ments, One of my colleagues
who is a social worker broke
her leg and was lying in a clinic
with severe pain almost unat-
tended, waiting for operation
when the hartal was over.

Many of my own relatives
died during earlier hartals due
to lack of treatment or delay in
treatment. [ am not taking ac-
count of the useless killings of
innocent people or losing limbs
from hnmg explosions as, to us,
they are only nameless victims
of hartal not our relatives. No-
body feels for them except 'their’
near and dear ones. We have
gone beyond all humane feel-

ings.

ing or doing
choose to do that. Well, if the

gramme voluntarily
Nobody has also any right to
check it. At the same time, the
administration or I can say the
government machinery
ultimate responsibility to
us protection from the hood-
lums when we exercise our civil ,
rights. They
Losses incurred from the har-

Who are to be blamed? Who
are accountable to us for all
these losses: lives, private and
public property and state earn-
Ing? I hear that Indian High
Commission, Thailand and
Singapore Embassies issued a
large number of visas to
Bangladeshi people because
many thought it wise to go out-
side the country for a few days,
as they did not want to be bored
at home. How much foreign cur-
rency was spent when these
people spent time abroad?

I believe many like me will
hold the politicians responsible
for all these. Not only now, we
the people were always against
hartal, Nobody can snatch our
right to do what we wish. No-
body has any right to stop us
from going out with our own
transport and drive through the
road for which we pay taxes,
nobody can stop us from work-
usiness if we

politicians give such pro-

grammes, then certainly their

supporters can observe the pro-

and freely.

has the
give

cannot sit idle.

politicians to
unitedly. They must find other
ways to show resentment
against each other, to
their demands, to achieve their
political goals without harass-
ing the people; without putting
the lives and properties of the
people in jeopardy, without ru-
inin

tals will ultimately have to be
borne by the state not by any
politician. The party which is
in charge of the governance
must think and plan correctly
and seriously so that nobody
becomes the victim of hartal.

We are being apathetic and
startled like the man of my
story, only thinking but not do-
ing anything positive. Some
people are being [rustrated and
thinking nothing good will
happen to us any more and we
will remain the same as before
— one of the poorest nations of
the world. Frustration and
idleness become habit. If we
slop our people from working, it

become a habit not to work.

It is high time we started to
rescue our family members like
in the story (if they are alive),
try to recover our valuables
some of which are still floating
on the water in this stormy
weather.

all concerned
ink and to act

1 am askin

press

the count

They should start afresh

without recalling their past.

'S economy. . J




