14 The Daily Star

Impressive
Imran!

LAHORE, Mar 5: Pakistani
Test debutant Imran Nazir
stood well-placed for a good ca-
reer Thursday, barely a month
after he landed himself in
trouble with the police here, re-
ports AFP.

The 17-year-old hit an im-
ressive 64 in the third Asian
est Championship match

against Sri Lanka.

"I thought the world was fin-
ished for me when [ was de-
tained in a police station but |
was given enough courage by my
elders and now I am happy that
I have started by international
career with success,” Nazir told
the news agency.

He did not show the ner-
vousness of a teenager and
played his shots with confi-
dence.

Nazir was released on bail
after being detained for al-
legedly possessing an unli-
cenced pistol, enabling him to
play against South African un-
der-19.

He fired 136 and 43 not out
in the junior Tests and followed
with scores of 95 not out, 59 and
102 in the three limited-over
games.

"The lad has confidence and
can go places if he keeps his de-
termination intact,” Pakistan
junior team coach, former Test
star Mohsin Khan said.

Nazir termed the pjstol inci-
dent a "trauma" and said more
jealous person had planted the
weapon in his bag.

akistani captain Wasim
Akram said of Nazir: "He is re-
ally a talented player and his
bonus point is his fielding."

"The boy has shots but he
needs to improve the movement
of his feet,” former batting great
of England Geoff Boycott said.

"I 'want to play more and
more for my country and create
baiting records. | know it will
be tough but I will do my best,”
Nazir said.

Srinath fit

MUMBAI, Mar 5: "I have
completely recovered from the
sore shin and an eager to play
in the Asian Test Champi-
onship final at Dhaka.," India's
pace spearhead Javagal Srinath
announced here yesterday, re-
ports PTL

Talking to reporters after
the formal launching of his
three-year tie-up with United
Television (U Sports, the
gangling Karnataka pace ace
said the brief rest from the hard

rind of international cricket
as done him a world of good.

"I wanted the rest as I
thought it (shin soreness) was
becoming chronic,” the my
sore-born Srinath, who was
rested for India's last league
match in the Asian Test series
agegnst Sri Lanka at Colombo,
sai

Srinath, who bag%fd a superb
eight for 86 in the second
innings of the Asia Test series
match against Pakistan at Eden
Gardens to complete the first
ten-wicket haul of his career,
rated his career-best second in-
nings figures of 6 for 21 against
South Africa at Ahmedabad in
1Ehe 1996 series as his better ef-
ort.

"The spell at Ahmedabad
fetched India the victory and I
rate that better than the Cal-
cutta effort,” Srinath said when
queried on how he rated the two
performances.

Barrera -Lloyd
bout Mar 27

LONDON, Mar 5: Marco An-
tonio Barrera of Mexico is to de-
fend his WBO super-ban-
tamweight title against En-
glishman Paul Lloyd at Derby
on March 27, the promoters
announced Thursday, reports
AFP,

The bout will be on the same
card as an all-British WBO
cruiserweight title bout between
Carl Thompson and Johnny
Nelson.

It will be Lloyd's second at-
tempt at a world title after he
was stopped in the second round
by American Tim Austin when
he fought for the IBF ban-
tamweight crown in March last
year,

Since then, Lloyd has suc-
cessfully defended his British
and Commonwealth crown
against drew docherty and also
won the vacant European ban-
tamweight title with a 12th-
round stoppage of Italian
Luigimancini. He has a 19-4
record.

Barrera, who had held the
title previously, beat England's
Richie Wenton for the vacant

title in Atlantic City in October -

last year. His record shows 47
wins against two defeats.

Duran upbeat

BUENOS AIRES, Mar 5: The
rescheduled bout between leg-
endary Panamanian boxer
Roberto Duran and Argentinian
Omar Gonzalez was billed as "a
question of honour" by organis-
ers Thursday following the far-
cical events that led to the post-

onement of the first match
ast month, reports AFP,

Originally billed as "the leg-
end continues,” the fight, to
held at the seaside city of Mar
Del Plata, was called off when
former world champion Duran
scaled in at the weigh-in at 83
l-r;i]ﬂ%ams, 6 kg over the 77-kg
weight limit.

ournalists laughed throu-
ghout the weigh-in and the once
proud Duran had to contend
with jibes that the bout should
have been called the "farce at
the seaside.” His nickname,
"hands of stone' was also
pargdied as "(double) chin of
stone."

This time around Duran, 47,
says he is ready.

"I am much better prepared
than the other time," he said. "]
am sure I will win, although I
think it will be a good battle."

‘I am perfectly well, I have
been working for some days and
the weight will be no problem.,
They humiliated me like a
delinquent and because of that I
will fight all the harder in the

rlng.

LONDON, March
5(Reuters/Inter-
net): In a move
likely to generate
J a shoal of angry

b ——- - letters from the
shires, English cricket authori-
ties released on Friday a list of
nicknames for county teams in
the new Sunday | A

Division one will feature the
Essex Eagles and the Lancashire
Lightning while the Durham
Dynamos and the Somerset
Sabres will fight for promotion
from the second.

The only team among the 18 °

counties to escape a soubriquet
is Kent, whose name has yet to
be decided.

The new competition, which
replaces the one-division Sun-
day league, was announced at a
news conference by the chair-
man of the English and Wales
Cricket Board (ECB) Ilan
MacLaurin.

Speaking little more than
two months before the World
Cup opens at Lord's, MacLaurin

Bat
ey

|Reuters/Internet)
y :Gabriel Batistuta,
oul with a knee
injury for the past
month, could wa-

tch Fiorentina's vital top-of-
the-table clash with Parma
from the substitutes’ bench on
Sunday.

The Argentine captain, who
twisted knee ligaments in a 0-0
draw with AC Milan four weeks
ago, has made a miraculous re-
covery. He played 20 minutes in
a practice match on Friday and
even scored a goal.

~The miracle has happened
because he desperately wanted
to get better," said er Gio-
vanni Trapattoni. ~~What
amazes me is the total absence
of fear."

Although the Fiorentina
manager is unlikely to risk
playing Batistuta before next
week's Italian Cup semifinal
second leg with Bologna, Trap-
attoni said merely the sight of
their inspirational captain sit-
ting on the sidelines would give
his players ~a psychological
boost."

Until Batistuta was carried
off at the Artemio Franchi on
February 7, the striker had
scored 18 goals in 20 matches.

Without him, Fiorentina
have taken just two points in
three matches, scored one
league goal and lost the first di-

vision leadership they had held

since November.

-They are now equal:second.’

with Parma on 44 points and
the result of Sunday's clash will
decide which of the two sides
will go on to challenge league
leaders Lazio in the champi-
onship run-in.

With Lazio four points in

English counties
get nick-names

said the new league was neces-
sary to lift England's standards
in the one-day game.

"“The National Cricket Lea-
gue is essential to our plans.” he
said. Gambling with the un-
predictable English climate, the
English and Wales Cricket
Board plans 20 [loodlit matches
and squad numbers will be
introduced for the players.

'Day-night matches attract
new spectators,”" MacLaurin
said.

In line with the proposed
new county structure, two divi-
sions have been introduced
with nine teams in each sec-
tion. Three teams will be pro-
moted and relegated each sea-
SOr.

Matches will be played over
45 overs rather than 40, moving
closer to the standard 50 overs
used in one-day internationals.

The league will be sponsored
by insurance group CGU, which
will pump 6.3 million pounds
sterling (9.7 million dollars)
into the competition over the

front and expected to make

light work of third-Irom-bot-
tom Salernitana at the Olympic
stadium on Sunday, neither
Parma nor Fiorentina can af-
ford to settle for a draw.

When the two sides last met
at the Tardini stadium on
November 1, a brace of goals
from Argentine Hernan Crespo
started Parma on a run of im-
pressive home victories over
their direct title rivals Juven-
tus, Inter and AC Milan.

But their title chances now
depend on achieving those same
results away from home; over
the last 10 weeks of the Serie A
season Parma travel to Inter,
AC Milan and Lazio.

Parma manager Alberto
Malesani places so much im-
portance on the outcome of the
game with Fiorentina that he
controversially rested several
first-team players for Tuesday's
UEFA Cup quarter-final in
Bordeaux.
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“goal out of our min

next four years.

A collection of leading Eng-
land internationals, dressed in
the new National League kit,
were introduced by former
England captain David Gower,
who made a wry reference to the
cold, grey London day which he
said was perfect for pre-season
training.

Gower had not been a promi-
nent advocate of net training in
his playing days. as Surrey
Lions and England batsman
Graham Thorpe pointed out
when asked how his prepa-
rations were going for the forth-
coming one-day tournament in
Sharjah.

The best performance, tho-
u]g_‘h. came from Darren Gough
who struﬁgled to keep a straight
face as he described how the
Yorkshire Phoenix were named
after the legendary bird who
rose from the Ashes once every
900 years.,

opefully, Gough quickly
added, one-day success would
come sooner for Yorkshire.

istuta boost for F'tina

Only after Bordeaux had
stormed into a 2-0 lead did the
coach remedy his mistake and
send on first-choice strikers
Enrico Chiesa and Hernan Cre-
spo, who claimed a vital away
goal late in the second half,

Malesani's decision has re-
vealed deep splits between the
players and the coach within
the Parma camp. ~"We had ex-
pected a different line-up," said
Francesca Tanzi, sister of club
president Stefano Tanzi and a
member of the board of direc-
tors.

According to one report in
Gazzetta dello Sport. a substi-
tute pleaded with one club offi-
cial to make Malesani change
the line-up when Parma were
trailing Bordeaux.

Just two weeks apo, star
striker Chiesa publicly lam-
basted his boss after he was in-
explicably dropped for a home
match with Venezia. [taly mid-
fielder Dino Baﬁgiu is report-
edly not on speaking terms with
the coach.

Despite a stormy relation-
ship with his players. Male-
sani's side, together with Lazio,
are the in-form team in Serie A
after taking 10 points from
their last four matches.

After last week's victory over
Perugia, the coach said his team
had finally recovered from thé
psychological blow of a 3-1
home defeat to Lazio -- inspired
by Roberto Mangcini's superb
goal -- last January.
~"We have _i_"iualjy got that

ninds. It is only
right that we too can think of
the title now," said Malesani.

On Sunday, Fiorentina will
be determined to prove Parma's
coach wrong for the second tirmne
in a week.

TOKYO, Mar 5: Ja-
pan's professional
soccer league Kki-
cks off on Satur-
tay lacking the
big-name supers-
tars of yesteryear but with
officials quietly confident the
worst is over regarding an
alarming slump in attendances
and income reports Reuters.

» When the J-League began in
1993, boasting World Cup
heroes such as Zico, Gary
Lineker and Pierre Littbarski,
soccer suddenly became all the
rage in the land of the home
run.

The players were worshipped
like pop stars and became
overnight sensations — some of
them overnight millionaires —
while the stadiums were packed
with shrieking schoolgirls, in
the first year alone, fans bought
over 3.6 billion yen (29 million
dollars) worth of merchandise.
In 1994, the average attendance
for league games was 19,598,
and the following year the ag-
gregate number of fans top
six million for the first time.

Then thcg football bubble
burst, the schoolgirls stayed at
home to feed their tamagotchi
virtual pets and the corporate
cash started running out as the
economy slumped into reces-
sion.

The average league gate in
1997 was down to 10,131, and
total sales of J-League goods

Mastercard, FfFA

renew deal

ZURICH, Mar 5: Mastercard
International ' on Tuesday
signed an agreement with the
world soccer body FIFA to re-
new its sponsorship deal for the
World Cup competition, reports
Reuters.

FIFA and Mastercard offi-
cials declined to discuss finan-
cial details of the arrangement.
But one source familiar with

' Lthe deal said Mastercard is pay-

ing about 40 million dollars to
be a sponsor, almost double the
23 million dollars paid last
year. |

The company also plans to
devote some 135 million dol-
lars to the event over the four-
year period leading up to the
2002 World Cup, the source said.

FIFA president Sepp Blatter
told a news conference that two
of the 12 top sponsors of the
1998 competition — General
Motors Corp (GM), N Andmars
Inc — had decided not to renew.,
but six others were already
commitied and he expected to

total of 14 top sponsors for the
2002 World Cup.

ped, =

was just 473 million yen.

Companies began to cut their
losses and this led to the demise
last season of the Yokohama
Flugels, who had won the Asian
Super Cup in 1995 with Brazil-
ian World Cup midfielders
Zinho and Cesar Sampaio on
their team.

Last season, on the back of
World Cup faver following
Japan's qualification for
France, the average attendance
rose from the 1997 low to
11,982, suggesting the market
had finally bottomed out,

"If you sit down and think
calmly. we now have a normal
situation,”" says Stakehiko
Sano, of the J-League's planning
department,

"The first few years were
something crazy, like the bub-
ble economy, and the players
were not just footballers, they
were icons. But anyone could
tell you that the people who
have left the game did not like
soccer in the first place. The

J-League special no more

high school dirls, college girls,
men in their 40s and 50s who
love beer and baseball...they are
all gone."

"Two years ago, people
started shouting that the J-
League was in crisis. We have
had our troubles and still do,
but the popularity among teens
and men in their 20s and 30s is
still strong. If the young gener-
ation lose interest, that is re-
ally a crisis."

Sano said the revenue from
merchandise and attendances
were loosely linked, and mar-
Kets were now restricted to the
home towns of the respective
clubs.

"At the beginning, people
who lived in Tokyo bought mer-
chandise of Nagoya Grampus
Eight, and people who lived in
Fukuoka bought the merchan-
dise of Kashima Antlers. There
was no logic to that: They just
wanted to be associated with the
best players or with the J-
League in general.”
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| Lazio’s Mﬁrcelu Salas being greet:d by Attelio Lombardo’

after the Chilean scored a goal against Panathinaikos of
Greece in the European Cup Winners’ Cup on March 4.

— Internet photo |

L
To raise
Calypso
] L
sprits

UNDATED, Mar 5 (Reuters/
Internet); West Indies have
turned to a cartoon crustacean
to revive their cricket fortunes.

Clarence the Walt Disney-
designed crab has been adopted
by the West Indies Cricket
Board (WICB) to inspire more
children to become involved in
the game.

"He's small, he's lovable and
he's here to get kids in the West
Indies more involved in
cricket,” the WICB said.

The West Indies, who lost the
Test series 5-0 and the one-day
internationals 6-1 on their re-
cent tour to South Africa, have
also adopted a new Calypso an-
them to create a sense of unity
among the Caribbean people.

The WICB said Clarence
would make his television de-
but during the Test series be-
tween the West Indies and Aus-
tralia starting in Port-of-Spain
this Friday.

"Clarence will celebrate on-
screen whenever a West Indian
batsman hits a four or a bowler
takes a wicket, thus drawing the
children closer to the game," the
WICB said,

Clarence, developed by the
WICB at the Walt Disney stu-
dios, will be used as a "kids'
mascot” to anchor the WICB's
marketing and development
programme for under-10s in the
Caribbean.

"The popularity of cartoons
in this age group is evidenced
the phenomenal success an
worldwide recognition of ... fa-
mous characters such as
Mickey Mouse, Bugs Bunny and
Donald Duck," the WICB said.

The anthem, written by
Trinidad and Tobago Calypso
composer David Rudder, was re-
leased ahead of the first Test
after an initiative started by the
WICB almost two years ago.

Adapled [rom a recording
entitled "Rally Round the West
Indies,” an unofficial anthem of
Caribbean cricket fans for
many years. The new anthem is
to be played at WICB events and
will be used by West Indies
teams wherever they play.

Rudder believes the anthem
could help create a sense of
unity among the Caribbean
people and also hopes it will be
a source of inspiration to the
cricket team.

Bierhoff blames
teammates

MILAN. Mar 5: AC Milan's
German striker Oliver Bierhoff
claimed on Thursday that a
lack of support from his team-
mates was to blame for his goal
shortage this season, reports
AFP.

Bierhoff, who hit the head-
lines with his golden goal in the
final of Euro '96 at Wembley,
was Lthe Serie A's top scorer last
season with Udinese; scoring 27
times in 32 matches.

i But since joining Milan, his
,scoring rate has slipped to 11
goals in 23 games, and the lack
of goals, at a time when his new
club are trying to challenge for
Lhe league title, has not gone
unnoticed by the team's critics.
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Tore Andre Flo of Chelsea (R ) and Tom Henning of Valarenga battle for the ball during

their European Cup Winners’ Cup quarterfinal final leg at Stampford Bridge on March 4.

LONDON, Mar 5:
Holders Chelsea
and Italian league

leaders Lazio
staved on course
to provide  what

wolttld be o great finale to the
European Cup Winners' Cup
when they both scored impres-
sive quarterfinal first leg wins
on Thursday, reports Reuters.

Chelsea msﬁ%d aside a poor
Valerenga team from Norway 3-
0 in a largely one-sided match
at Stamford Bridge, while
Lazio, who lost last season's
UEFA Cup final to Inter Milan,
kept their sights firmly fixed on
a second successive European
f[inal with an emphatic 4-0 vic-
tory over Panionios of Athens
in Greece.

Lokomotiv Moscow also
took a huge step towards the
last four with a 3-0 home in
over Maccabi Haifa, the first Is-
raeli team ever to reach a Euro-
pean quarterfinal.

Their hero was Georgian
striker Zaza Dzhanashia who
scored a second half hattrick
which included a 40-metre shot
the Israeli 'keeper could not
conirol.

The other tie ended more
evenly balanced with Spanish
side Real Mallexea olding
the home advantage after secur-
ing a 0-0 draw against. Varteks
Varazdin in Croatia. i

Chelsea, who are bidding to
become the first — and last —
team in the 39-year history of
the Cup Winners' Cup to retain

the trophy — were far too strong
for Valerenga who have not
played a competitive match
since November because of the
Norwegian wihter break.

With the Cup Winners' Cup
ending this season as part of the
re-organisation of European
club soccer, Chelsea are desper-
ate to retain the trophy when
the final is staged at Villa Park
in Birmingham on May 19,

Chelsea, Lazio on target

They ripped aside some
flimsy Valerenga defending
when Nigerian Celestine Baba-
yaro scored with a near-post
shot after only nine minutes
and virtually secured the tie
with a second from Gianfranco
Zola after 30 minutes. Dennis
Wise all but steered them into
the last four with a third in the
closing minutes.

Chilean Marcelo Salas was
behind most of Lazio's attack-
ing moves in their destruction
of Panionios — even though he
didn't score himself,

Lazio went ahead after only
three minutes when Dejan
Stankovic scored the opener.
Greek defender Athanasios
Gazis turned a Salas shot into
his own net after 14 minutes by
which time the tie was effec-
tively over.

Stankovic (60th) and Pavel
Nedved {63rd) wrapped up the
victugy whieh means Panionios
would have to score one of the
greatest comebacks in Euro-
FEE‘" history to reach the last
our.

— AFP photo

In Zagreb, Croatia goal-
keeper Marijan Mrmic pro-
duced an outstanding display as
Varazdin held out against Mal-
lorca.

The technically superior
Mallorca but could already
have established a significant
advantage but for the heroics of
Mrmic.

Sloppy Varazdin defending
presented the Spaniards with a
spate of chances, notably when
Dani Garcia had only the
keeper to beat in the 23rd
minute bul saw his shot di-
verted.

Dani came close again in the
64th minute when a great cross
by Francisco Soler from the left
found him alone on the edge of
the goalbox but Mrmic saved
his powerful header.

The 'keeper also thwarted ef-
forts by Leo Biagini, Serbian
Veljko Paunovie and Lauren
Etame-Mayer in the closing
half hour. '

The hosts created a few half-
chances but coach Drazen Besek
conceded they had been lucky
with a draw.

"We have to be realistic and
say that we were lucky tonight,
but also had courage to play
against such a good team."

Mrmic said the Spaniards
had proved they were a' very
good teamrtdespite failing to
score. But he remained hopeful.

“Although they played well
tonight, it does not mean we
could not surprise them in two
weeks time in Mallorca.”

"It's true, | haven't score
many," Bierhoff said. "But there

— my ankle injury, the way the
team plays and 3;& lack of as-
sistance from my teammates, |
want more crosses."” '

The German scored 40 per
cent of his goals from headers
last season, but has struggled 1o
find the same service he re-
ceived at Udinese, where new
Milan coach Alberto Zac-
cheroni built the team around
him.

"At Udinese, we'd known
each other for three years. the
team was more united," he said,
‘There was just one thought in
their heads, 'let's Five the ball to
Bierhoff and he'll sort things
out’.

"Here, | don't feel people have
that same faith in me."”

He went on: "The lack of co-
operation could be down to
players’' egos, but it's difficult to
ask the others to all play for
me. It would be better if they |
thought of it another way — that
helping me is helping the team.

"At Udinese (Paoclo) Poggi
and (Marcelo) Amoroso bot
scored goals, even though they
were playing for me. My team-
mates here have to understand
that."

Bierhoff, however, is confi-
dent he can come through this
latest test of character.

"Apart from the season that I
played for Ascoli, I've also been
through some really bad times
with the national side when I
was in competition with (UIf) b
Kirsten, even though I was scor-
ing important goals,

"But in the end,” he said. "]
won."

]
Nigeria, Ghana
L 3 ﬁ ]

ACCRA, Mar 5: Hosts Ghana
will meet favourites Nigeria in
the African Nations' Youth Cup
final after beating Zambia and
Cameroon respectively on
Thursday, reports Reuters.

Ghana beat Zambia 3-1
while Nigeria beat Cameroon 2-
1. The final takes place in Accra
on Sunday.

All four teams have quali-
fied for the World U-20 Cham-
pilonships in Nigeria in April —
Nigeria as hosts and Ghana,
Cameroon and Zambia as
semifinalists here — and will be

joined by Mali who beat Guinea
4-1 in a play-off on Wednesday.

Gazza's grand
. total

LONDON, Mar 5: Middles-
brough's former England mid-
fielder Paul Gascoigne was
Thursday given a one-match
suspension and fined 2,000
pounds by the Football Associa-
tion after reaching 11 bookings
this season, reports AFP.

are a number of reasons for that |[*

LONDON, Mar 5
(AP): After beating
[1iter Milan in the
Champions' Lea-
due, Manchester
United face ano-

brimming with

ten

{her
Italians and World Cup stars.

[t's called Chelsea.

The two teams, which lie
first and second in the Premier
League standings meet in the
quarterfinals of the I"A Cup on

the same Old Trafford ground
Sunday where the Reds out-
played Inter and gained a 2-0
first leg victory Wednesday.

Instead of Roberto Baggio,
Youri Djorkaeff and Diego
Simeone, United confront Gi-
anfranco Zola, Roberto Di Mat-
teo and French World Cup win-
ner Marcel Desailly. Another
French World Cup star, Frank
Leboeuf, is missing from the
Chelsea lineup because of sus-
pension.

With Chelsea also in action
in the Cup Winners' Cup this
week, both managers will be
forgiven for resting some of
their stars for the FA Cup game.

Vialli, who is suspended still
has Uruguayan midiielder Gus-
tavo Poyet and Italian striker
Pierluigi Casiraghi sidelined
with long term injuries al-
though he now has Norwegian

World Cup striker Tore Andre
Flo back to partner Zola in at-
lack. But Nigerian wingback Ce-
lestine Babayaro is another
missing through suspension.

United manager Alex Fergu-
son has Dutch defender Jaap
Stam suspended but holds the
edge in terms of choice. He can
call on Norwegian forward Ole
Cunner Solskjaer to team up
with Dwight Yorke and Andy
Cole in a strikeforce which has
hit b8 goals this season.

The United-Chelsea m
is the most eye-catching game
of the round. The others are;
Newcastle vs Everton, also on
Sunday, defen champions
Arsenal against Derby and Di-
vision One Barnsley against
Tottenham both on Saturday.

Third in the Premier League,
Arsenal can still emulate [ast
season's league and FA Cup
double and have an erratic
Derby standing in their way at
Highbury.

French World Cup midfielder
Emmanuel Petit is struggling to
recover from an injury but

coach Arsene Wenger likely will
field his other big overseas
stars, Dutch forwards Dennis
Bergkamp and Marc Overmars,
Frenchman Patrick Vieira and
in-form striker Nicolas Anelka
against the Rams.

From Inter to FA Cup

Veteran Derby manager Jim
Smith will rely on his own
multinational team, including
Italians Stefanio Eranio and
Francesco Baiano, Paolo Wan-
chope ol Costa Rica and Ja-
maican World Cup star Deon
Burton,

With Ruud Gullit in charge,
Newcastle are recovering
slowly from a lacklustre start
and last week gained a cred-
itable 1-1 tie with Arsenal. Eng-
land striker Alan Shearer ap-

ars to be returning to form

ut the Magpies will face Ever-
ton without hardworking mid-
lielder Gary Speed, who is sus-
pended.

David Ginola is in standout
form for Tottenham who have
also reached the final of the
League Cup and should have too
much talent on show to struggle
against Barnsley,

German international Stef-
fen Freund has sharpened up
the midfield while Les Ferdi-
nand and Chris Armstrong
look impressive in attack with
Ginola and Darren Anderton
prompting from behind.

'If we play as we have been
playing recently I am sure we
can go through,” Ginola said.

» At least we are winning again

now instead of drawing.”
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25 A couple 1 Liston 16 Apt. ad Charlotte
— ﬂu cups successor  abbr. gg Eith:lh CRYPTOQUIP
ncom- . _ X100 @ :pP 1
r::al a Bs:lrll!’nn :lr;up 24 :v::n:ﬂ g %45 OUE EQUX D BUU
pons EFEH"A.TIDFI T|OIM[E
30 Comer-  [glals[o[L[T[N[EMMOIPIEIN] _losers BH BUVBHBD BH BHHOBU
slone - KI1|TIF|A[m[1IN[E| 40 Ollie's pal
abbr. (AlS|S[E[T M T[M]1 41“Theway V B H O B U.
31 Ralphof [CIHIAINIRT[A[X]T1[C|A[8B We — Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IT'S NO BIG SECRET
;ha T :. : " :- : : D £ : ﬂ : 44 UIIII:I:IInnd-' THAT CHEERLEADERS LIKE DRINKING ROOT BEER.
altons” : e s
32 Altar D Aty 45 “Halll" to Today's Cryptoquip clue: V equals M
33 gfltg:natwa E[x[ 1|7l A|mM[O[R[E[T|T|O] 48 g:'“'l The Cryptoquip is a substitution cipher in which one
mau;llna EILIMORBNCIOICIKITIAIIIL bed letter stands for another. If you think that X equals O, it
symbols oy WM LEIABAIPIED] o PP, will equal O out the puzzle. Single letters, short
35 Boes' ' CSterday’s answer gqs dam ~ Wordsand words using an apostrophe give you clues to

e am

locating vowels. Solution is by trial and error.



