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Indonesia must address increasing
violence in E Timor: Albright

JAKARTA, Mar 5: US Secre-
tary ol State Madeleine Al-
bright told Indonesian leaders
Friday that she was encouraged
by the nation's burgeoning
democracy, but she also sai
they must "urgently and boldly”
address growing violence in
East Timor and social unrest,
reports AP,

“This is a pivotal moment in
the history of one of the world's
great nations,” Albright said at
a news conference with Indone-
sian Foreign Minister Ali
Alatas. "Events here in Indone-
sia over the next year, espe-
cially over the next few months,
will go far to determine the ex-
tent of democracy. the pace of
recovery and the prospects for
social tranquillity for this
country and. by extension. of
all of southeast Asia,"

Albright said she was en-
couraged by preparations for
Indonesia's June 7 parliamen-
tary elections. The voling will
lead to selection of a new presi-
dent by a sﬁeﬂal assembly, de-
termining the fate of the nation
experimenting with democracy
since the ouster of President

Suharto last May.

Alter meeting Friday with
President BJ Habibie, Albright
said he understands the need
for international monitors to
assure the voling goes
smoothly. '

"He is obviously devoted to
having this happen — a free,
fair and open election.,” she
said.

Albright also meet with De-
fense Minister Gen, Wiranto be-
[ore ending a week-long Asia
trip. |

Demonstrating US support
for all groups participating in
elections, Albright was meeting
separately with leading mem-
bers of opposition groups as
well, including Gus Dur, Amien
Rais and Megawati Sukarnopu-
tri, the daughter ol the late
Sukarno, Indonesia's first pres-
ident alter independence from
the Dutch.

Alatas told Albright the gov-
ernmernt is seeking a peacetul
solution in East Timor, where
separalists and those seeking
autonomy have clashed since
Habibie offered to grant the ter-
ritlory independence if the ma-
jority of its 850,000 people re-

ject a self-rule plan.

Indonesia has not yet deter-
mined how to gauge public opin-
ion on the plan. It rejected the
idea of a referendum. saying it
could lead to increased violence
and would be difficult to con-
duct quickly.

Albright said the United
States feels that whatever pro-
cess emerges should be "accept-
able to the people,” be "deemed
free and fair and open." and
possess "the possibility of hav-
ing a peaceful resolution.”

"There are also grave con-
cerns, which must be addressed
urgently and boldly,” she said,
listing fighting and the avail-
ability of arms as well as the
social and economic concerns
of Indonesians still recovering
from the Asian financial crisis.

Before Albright's arrival,
East Timorese rebel leader
Alexander "Xanana' Gusmao
had urged the United States to
suspend military cooperation
with Indonesia until peaceful
inmdependence for East Timor is
secured. He accused factions
within Indonesia's military of
arming and organising anti-in-

dependence militia groups in
East Timor — a charge Alatas
told Albright was “totally un-
founded."

‘It is necessary to stop mili-
lary aid until it can be proven
that (Indonesia's military) is
committed with the Indonesian

overnment to stop the prob-
ems in East Timor," Gusmao
said Thursday in an interview
with The Associated Press. "We
are afraid of new attempts to
d]ilvi»::le the East Timorese peo-
ple.”

Alatas told Albright the In-
donesian government has been
training "auxiliary guards" to
help Enlir:e. who don't have
enough forces to handle riots
and demonstrations. But most
of those guards are unarmed or
carry only wooden sticks, he
said.

"Why should we want a situa-
tion that is uncontrollable in
East Timor?" he asked.

Indonesia invaded East
Timor in 1975 and annexed it
in 1976. Years of human rights
abuses and guerilla warfare fol-
lowed, but Jakarta began easing
its policy toward the region af-
ter Suharto's ouster.

Killing of opponents
Jyoti Basu
declines to

comment

CALCUTTA, Mar 5: West
Bengal Chiel Minister Jyoti
Basu today declined to com-
ment on the centre's decision to
examine the Trinamool Con-
gress' charges of 'large scale'
killings of political opponents
by the CPI (M) in the State, re-
porits PTI.

“l have nothing to say", an
angry Basu retorted when asked
by newsmen for his comment
on the union home minister L K
Advani's instruction to the
union Home Secretary to exam-
ine Mamata Banerjee's charges.

"This is a barbaric and un-
civilised government". the chief
minister added.

Advani’'s instruction fol-
lowed the Trinamool Congress
leader Mamata Banerjee's meet-
ing with him in Delhi on
Wednesday where she briefed
him about law and order situa-
tion in the state., Banerjee also
submilted a list of her party ac-
tivists killed by CFPI (M) since

last year's Panchayat elections.

US govt urged to recognise China,
not Pakistan as India's adversary

WASHINGTON, Mar bH: A se-
nior US congressmarn has asked
the Clinton administration to
recognise China, and not Pak-
istan, as India's chiel adver-
sary, and said the Indo-Pak bus
diplomacy was an effort prﬂf_{-
nant with promise of possible
rapprochiemerl between the lwo
neighbours, report AFP.

"l believe the tiitne has come
for us to closely examine our
basic premise in policy-making
toward South Asia, especially
toward India, Senator Gary
Ackerman said on Wednesday,
claiming he reached the conclu-
sion about the China-threat
through talks with- Indian lead-
il

'l have just returned from
India. China and not Pakistan,
is India's main adversary in the
region, the Cochairman of the
congressional caucus for India
and Indian Amecricans told the
Asia Pacilic subcommitlee of
the House International Rela-
tions Committee,
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at a farm in the area.

Chinese ethnie minorities walk out,
egates from all over China, after the opening session of
the National People's Congress (NPC) at the Great Hall of
the People in Beijing yesterday. China has been hit
harder than expected by the Asian financial crisis,
Chinese Premier Zhu Rongji said in His first annual work

Jaffna demining

The long-overdue Jaffna land mine clearing operation has been
further delayed alter the Sri Lankan military objected tc the
United Nations Development Progranune using civilians,
Jaflna's top military general said Friday. AP reports [rom

along with fellow del-

— AFP photo

project delayed:

"We have serious objections about using civilians in the
sensitive work. We have suggested that the UNDP use our retired
personnel.” Major General Lohan Gunawardene told reporters.
After the military's objection, UNDF's demining operations

Cracker blast kills 6 in India: s
people were Killed when a large quantity of fire crackers

exploded near a Hindu temple in the southern Indian state of
Kerala, The Times of India reported yestlerday, AFP says from

Ten others were injured in the accidental blast Thursday at
Aloor. The crackers were being brought to the shrine for a

affects 19 in UK:

Nineteen people were being {reated Friday after an outbreak of
food poisoning in northern England, health officials said, and
a further six cases were suspected, AFP reports from London.
Most of those hospitalised over the e.eoli outbreak in North
Cumbrnia were children. Three including one believed to be 18
months old, were receiving kidney treatment. The food
‘poisoning is thought to have come [rom a milk pasturising unit

India-Pakistan ties are un-
dergoing some dramatic
changes, he said on Prime Min-
ister Atal Bihari Vajpayee's re-
cent bus journey to Lahore. Al-
though mostly a symbolic ges-
ture, the joint effort by Vajpayee
and his Pakistani' counterpart
Nawaz Sharif is pregnant with
promise,

Just see this as a beginning
of a possible rapprochement be-
tween the two neighbours,"
Ackerman said.

Pakistan does not worry the
Indian leadership as much as
China does. Beijing still occu-
pies a large chunk of Indian
territory and it is a nuclear
power of course. In a hid to
maintain the charade of diplo-
matic nicety, Indian ]eadrérs
shy away [rom publicly identi-
fying China as its main mili-
tary threat, he said.

On the need for a shift in US

policy towards India, he said, '

no amount of attention from
US in the US is too much atten-

tion or too much effort or too
complicated a task when it
comes Lo dealing with one of the
world's great civilizations, one
of the most important markets
in the world, one of the richest
reservoirs of highly talented
and skilled human resources in
the globe.

For the past 50 years, our
relationship with India has
been governed more by mistrust
than by trust. This is a sad but
blunt conclusion one comes to
if one weighs dispassionately
all the ups and downs in our on-
again, off-again relationship.

I believe that the time has
come to change the conrse of our

mutual relations. This phe-
nomenon of 'trust deliciency’
syndrome, if [ may call it so,
must be overcome by both na-
lions. for, absent trust, any re-
lationship between two great
nations, especially vibrant
democracies such as ours, will
end up being built on rather
shaky [oundations, he said.

Cambodia lobbying for

full ASEAN membership

PHNOM PENH, Mar 5: Cam-
bodian Foreipn Minister Hor

‘Namhong today lobbied for the

countrv's full admission into
ASEAN a day after parliament
voled overwhelmingly to form a
new Senate, reports AFP.

In a meeling with eight am-
bassadors from the regional
grouping’'s member states, Hor
Namhong argued that concerns
from some ASEAN siates that
the coalition between Hun Sen
and Prince Norodom Ra-
nariddh was incomplete should
be put aside, a statement said.

Al a December summit of the
Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) in Hanoi,
Cambodia failed to gain full
membership amid concerns
that its proposed Senale, a key
clement ol November's coali-

tion party. had not been
formed.
However, on Thursday MPs

linalised three days of debate to
make the extensive constitu-
lional changes and groundwork
needed to form the upper house
— designed as a counter balance
to parliament’s overwhelming
POWET.

With the bill only needing
the formal royal stamp of ap-

proval from King Norodom S5i-
hanouk. officials have asserted
the new 61-seat Senate will be
up and running within weeks.

Cambodia has therefore, re-
quested that a ceremony for
joining ASEAN should be or-
ganised "as soon as possible,”
the foreign ministry statement
said,

FUNCINPEC leader Prince
Ranariddh said Senate seats
would be shared by each party
in proportion to parliamentary
seats won in last July's elec-
lions, giving Hun Sen's Cambo-
dian People's Party (CPP) 31
seats, FUNCINPEC 21 and the
opposition Sam Rainsy party
seven,

Twe seats in the Senate will
be also filled by figures ap-
pointed by the king, while
members from the three parties
will be initially appointed by
the respective party presidents,
and the Hmuse‘wiﬁ sit for five
years.

Under the terms of the three
month-old coalition pact, Hun
Sen was placed as premier and
lormer parliamentary Speaker
and CPP president Chea Sim
was shifted to president of a
new Senate body.

——

Aspirin turns 100 today

FRANKFURT, Mar 5: Il's
been said to cure or prevent ev-
erything from headaches o
heart attacks, report Revters.

Some call it the 'wondordrug’
Felix Hoflmann. its German
inventor, called it acetylsali-
cylic acid,

Most know it simply as as-
pirin.

Tomorrow, Lhe German
company Bayer will celebrate
Hoffmann's discovery by mark-
ing the 100th anniversary of
aspirin's launch.

Simple to make and even
ecasier to administer, aspirin
like Coca Cola and Levis, is one
ol only a handful of brands to
banve transcended cultures. bor-

- ders and generations to enjoy

almost universal recognition.
Mentioned in films and lic-
tion the drug has become as en-

during an element of life in the
20th century as the car and
lelevision,

The Spanish philosopher
Jose Orlega Gasset summed up
the remedy's influence in the
1930s saying modern man lived
in 'the age of the aspirin.’

One hundred years after its
introduction, Bayer's annual
sales lotal about one billion
marks (555.6 million dollars) —
a tidy sum for a product whose
potential was at first doubted by
the firm's management.

Despite Hoffmann's cham-
pioning of his discovery, his
bosses at Bayer were more in-
terested in his laboratory's
work on another compounds,
diace‘g,rlmc}rphine, which they
viewed as an alternative for pa-
tients given morphine to beat
coughs.

UNSC deplores

fighting between
Ethiopia, Eritrea

UNITED NATIONS, Mar 5:
Security Council members on
Thursdag deplored continued
fighting between Ethiopia and
Eritrea, even though both have
accepted a peace plan, and re-
gretted that Ethiopia was press-
ing ahead with military action,
reports Reuter.

"Members of the council ex-
pressed their concern at the
continuing fighting along the
borders between Ethiopia and
Eritrea,” Council President Qin
Huasun of China told reporters
after closed-door consultations.

Members noted that both
countries had accepted a
framework agreement proposed
by the Organisation of Alrican
Unity {OAU), he said.

Eritrea last weekend
dropped its earlier opposition
to the OAU plan, previously ac-
cepted by Ethiopia.

Women's rights
trampled on
globally: Hillary

UNITED NATIONS, Mar 5:
First Lady Hillary Clinton said
Thursday that women's rights
continue to be trampled on
throughout the world and
pointed to Afghanistan as one

of the worst violators, reports
AFER.

"An estimatled one to two
million women and girls are
trafficked every vear around
the world. forced into labour,
domestic servitude or sexual
exploitation,” she said in an
address delivered to the United
Nations.

The First Lady said
Afghanistan probably is unri-
valed in its "egregious and sys-
tematic trampling of lunda-
mental rights of women today."

The fundamentalist Taliban
militia, which controls about
80 per cent of Afghanistan in-
cluding its capital, Kabul, has
imposed a strictl interpretation
of the Islamic Sharia law.

They have shunned western
fashion and barred women
from work and education, be-
sides making it compulsory for
them to cover themselves from
head to toe outside the home,

"It is no longer acceptable to
say the abuse of women and
men -is cultural, it should be
called what it is: criminal,” the
First Lady said.

Shevardnadze

slates Yeltsin's
firing of CIS
chief

TOKYO. Mar 5: Georgian
President Eduard Shevard-
nadze expressed displeasure
Friday with Russian leader
Boris Yeltsin's [ailure to inform
him of plans 1o fire the contro-
versial head of an alliance of
former Soviet republics, reports
AP. !

Shevardnadze, speaking to
reporters Friday during a five-
day visit to Japan, also wel-
comed Japanese Prime Minis-*
ter Keizo ‘Obuchi's pledge to
boost financial assistance to
Georgia and strengthen bilat-
eral economic ties.

On Thursday, Russian Presi-
dent Yeltsin reportedly dis-
missed business tycoon Boris
Berezovsky as executive secre-
tary ol the Commonwealth of
Independent States, an unruly

alliance of 12 former Soviet re-

publics.

Shevardnadze, once foreign
minister of the lormer Soviet
Union, said he had not been
briefed by Yeltsin before the lir-
ing of Berezovsky, a billionaire
who was named to the CIS post
A year ago.

'MILF challenges

govt to prevent

execution of 3

ZAMBOANGA, Philippines,
Mar 5: Muslim separatist in-
surgents today challenged the
government to prevent the exe-
cution of three captives accused
of murdering a Christian

i trader, reports AFP.

"We challenge them to stop
us [rom carrying out the execu-
tion." said Ustad Shariff Jula-
bbi, regional chairman of the
Muslim separatist Moro Is-
lamic Liberation Front (MILF).

The MILF on Wednesday
threatened to execute three
Muslims after they were found

uilty by a Shariah (Islamic
aw} court of murdering and
robbing the trader in South

Cotabato province last year.

However, Philippine Presi-
dent Joseph Estrada's
spokesman Fernando Barican
said it would violate the Philip-
pine constitution and fruce
signed last month between the
military and the rebels in the
southern island of Mindanao.
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DPRK deploys missiles near

its border with China

TOKYO. Mar 5: North Korea
has deployed several medium-
range Rodong missiles at a
launch site near its border with
China, a newspaper said Fri-
day, quoting US and Japanese
military officials, reports AP.

The report — which Japanese
officials refused to confirm or
deny to The Associated Press —
came about seven months after
North Korea fired a missile over
Japan that landed in the Pacific
Ocean.

[t was believed to be a Tae-
podong missile with a range
long enough to strike any part
of the Japanese archipelago,
and Japan, the United States
and Soulh Korea criticized
North Korea and used the test-
firing to study their defense sys-
lems,

The national Sankei news-
paper also reported that a ma-
jor North Korean missile fac-
lory is located near the Rodong
missile site in Yongdong. an
area north of Pyongyang near
the Chirese border. :

Japan's Self-Defense Agency
refused to comment about the

report. which glso said a total
of about 30 Rodong missiles
have been deployed in several
unidentified siles in North Ko-
rea. The paper did not identify
Hljgl Hﬁhlﬂg{ﬁapaﬂese officials

Since the August test-firing,
Japan, the United States and
South Korea have expressed
concerns about Pyongyang's
missile development pro-
gramme and discussed their
own military defense systems,

In January, Japanese media
reported that North Korea is
building at least five under-
ground launch sites for long-
range Taepodong missiles near
its borders with China and

South Korea. .
North RKRorea hias said the

rocket it lired in August
launched a satellite. but Japan
has dismissed that claim. Re-
ently. Pyongyang sgid the e
Sreparint 16 e dnather™
satellite.

The Rodong was last test-
launched in 1993. The single-
stage, liguid-fuel missile can
fire a 450-pound warhead up to
620 miles (1,000 kilometers).

Myriad of challenges facing

Vietnam's communist leaders

HANOI, Mar 5: Vietnam's el-
derly former prime minister
Pham Van Dong once said fight-
ing a war lor independence was
easier than running a country,
reports Reuters, )

The current generation of
communist leaders might agree.

Myriad challenges hover
over the Communist Party — a
slowing economy. disheartened
foreign investors, rising unem-
ployment, widespread discon-
tenit over corruption and a mas-
sive population of young people
expecting a better life than their
parents.

Moreover, there is a danger
that the party's indecisive lead-
ership might dash the growing
expectations among 79 million
people eager to tap economic re-
torms adopted a decade ago.

All of this adds up to a rather
uncertain future, political ana-
lysts say.

A nation that has known
little but conflict and depriva-
lion this century risked slip-
ping off the world's radar
screenl, said Robert Templer, au-
thor of "Shadows and Wind," a
book on contemporary Viet-
nanl.

‘Vietnam is not really in a
crisis, more a slow-burming de-

scent into international irrele-
vance." he said.

"These wha control interna-
Lional eapital are sceptical of
leconomic) reforms and don't

- seg¢ significant prospects. The

dovernment is also unwilling to
address political reform which
i1s essential for real economic
change and development.”

Many foreign businessmen
fed up with bureaucracy and
high costs have already written
Vietnam off as an investment
destination in the short term.

Hanoi has made clear the
government will reform the
economy at its own pace, focus
on mobilising internal re-
sources and keep a tight lid on
political controls.

Alluding to internal ills,
Communist Party general sec-
retary Le Kha Phieu early in
February listed a catalogue of
woes such as graft and disunity
afflicting the party and said
conditions were ripe for at-
tempts to sabolage the regime.

But political analysts said
the party was not about to split
— or the population rebel — any-
linie soon despite the economic
ditficulties in one of the world's
poorest nations,

Japan urged to open archives

on WW II human experiments

LOS ANGELES, Mar 5: Japan
mus!t eopen its archives on
ghastly human experiments
during World War 1. and
Washington should rescind
amnesty granted to those who
conductied the tests, the Simmon
Wiesenthal Center said here
Thursday, reports AFP.

Japan has ignored requests
lor the release of files — seized
by Washington after the war
arnd not returned to Tokyo until
1958 — that would help identify
people responsible for the
deaths of thousands, officials
said.

The US Justice Department
warits to add the names of those
involved in the human experi-
ments and germ warfare testing
of suspected war criminals
barred from entering the United

States,

"This has been [rustrating.”
said Eli Rosenbaum. Director of
the Justice Department's office
ol special investigations. "We
are dismayed that the Japanese
government has notl provided
Ay assistance in (his matier.”

Rabbi Abraliam Cooper,
Dean of the Wiesenthal Center,
has called for a congressional
probe of Japanese war crimes
and urged the Japanese gov-
ernment (o convene a panel of
experts to investigate the alle-
gation.

Japan has come under criti-
cism from international histo-
rians, as well as intellectuals
there, who have charged that
even b(} yvears later Japan has
refused o acknowledge atroci-
ties it committed during World
War Il

|
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Opposition leader
demands AG's
resignation

in Malaysia

KUALA LUMPUR, Mar 5:
Malaysia's top opposition
leader demanded Friday the
resignation of the attorney gen-
eral for not acting against the
lormer police chief who as-
saulted ousted Deputy Prime
Minister Anwar lIbrahim. re-
ports AP,

Mohtar Abdullah should re-
sign for "failing to take effective
action in the past five months
over Anwar's black eye while
under police custody," said Lim
Kit Siang, leader of the Demo-
cratic Actioni Party.

The statement by Lim, the
leader of the opposition in Par-
liament, came one day after an
independent commission of in-
quiry concluded its hearings,
tor Gen-
eral of Police Abdul Rahim
Noor confessed to beating An-
war in‘a police cell.

Former Mumbai
Mayor survives
murder attempt

MUMBAI, Mar 5: Former
Mumbai mayor Milind Vaidya

| was in hospital today after suf-

fering gunshot wounds during
ar  assassinatio allempt
which lelt two people dead. po-

- lice said, reports AFP.

Suspected underworld. gun-

.1ien opened fire from a car on
' Vaidya and his companions

near the former mayor's resi-
dence overnight Thursday. Two
members of Vaidya's entourage
were killed instantly.

Vaidya was hit and rushed to
a hospital, where doctors said
he was out of danger.

"He is all right and talking,"
Police Commissioner Ronald
Mendonca said.

Vaidya is a member of the
Hindu militant Shiv Sena
party which rules Maharashtra.
He had survived an assas-
sination atlempt two months
ago.

Washington denies
- Mossad taped
Clinton-Lewinsky

conversations

WASHINGTON, Mar 5: The
White House has dismissed as
nonsense Brilish author Gor-
don Thomas' claim that Israeli
intelligence service Mossad
taped President Bill Clinton's
conversations with Monica
Lewinsky to blackmail, reports
Pl

"The book is nonsense, to
tell you the truth,” White House
deputy press secretary Barry
Toiv said on Wednesday of
Thomas recent release,
"Gideon's Spies — The Secret
History of the Mossad.”

"Booksellers ought to con-
sider selling it in the fiction
section,” he said.

The book alleges Mossad was
privy to all calls between Clin-
ton and Lewinsky and used the
information to blackmail Clin-
ton into dropping a FBI hunt for
an Israeli mole in the White
House.

We are not aware of a mole in
the White House," said David
Leavy of the US National Secu-
rity Council.

Security of the president's
communication is sound.,”
Leavy sald refusing to comment
on the possibility of taping of
Lewinsky's telephone conver-
salions by spies.

— - e
Belgrade deploys 10,000
troops north of Kosovo

WASHINGTON. Mar 5: Bel-
grade has positioned some
9,000 to 10,000 Serbian soldiers
just north of Kosovo, a Pen-
tagon spokesman said Thurs-
day, reports AFP.

Spokesman Kenneth Bacon
said the Pentagon does not
know why Serbians have beefed
up their military presence in
the region.

Serb forces have broughnt
with them some 100 tanks.
slightly fewer than
moured vehicles and some 100
pieces of artillery, Bacon said at
a press briefing.

"We don't know exacily why
they're there," he said. )

The spokesman said that the
soldiers may be part of a reserve
force in case of an attack
against the Iorces of the Kosovo
Liberation Army, or an effort

100 ar- -

_peace

by Belgrade "Lo oppose the entry
of NATO troops” in Kosovo.

Bacon said a move 1o block
NATO makes no sense because a
NATO-led force would enter
Rosovo only after the signing of
4 peace accord that requires
Serbian approval.

"NATO policy is that NATO
troops would not go in until
there is a peace agreement,” he
said.

Troop presence also has in-
creased within Kosovo at the
rontier with Macedonia, Bacon
said,

After 17 days of talks in
Rambouillet, France, Serbians
and Kosovar Albanians agreed
February 23 to reconvene on
March 15 to try and finalise a
tentative peace settlement for
in Lthe embattled
province.

Indian f{ilm star Sunil Dutt_waves from his vehicle yesterday in Colombo, Sri Lanka, while
launching a "peace drive” that will also pass through India, Bangladesh. Nepal, Bhutan
and Pakistan. Dutt said he expected to raise awareness about the problems of poverty in

South Asia, the world's poorest region.

— AFP photo

Tale of a survivor of recent Ugandan
rebel attack on tourists

KAMPALA, Mar 5: After sur-
viving a rebel attack that killed
eight foreign tourists, Eliza-,
beth, Garland left the remote
jungle of southwest Uganda
with a sinking heart rather

‘than a sense of relief, reports

AP.

The other 15 tourists who
had escaped captured by Rwan-
dan rebels Monday couldn't
wail to get away.

But the American anthro-
pology student, who was living
in the Buhoma region to study
the effects of wildlife tourism
on local communities, was
leaving behind her friends.
kKnowing they face a bleak fu-
lure without tourism revenue.

"My heart was sinking." Gar-
land, a Fulbright scholar from
the University of Chicago, told
The Associated Press Thursday.

'l knew it was going to be the

last time that any Bazungu
(white people) were going to be
in Buhoma for a really long
time and how heartbreaking
that was to people already try-
ing to deal with this incredibly
lraumatizing thing that has
happened to them." she said.

Garland hid in her tent when
rebels stormed several camps in
Bwindi National Park on Mon-
day, firing guns and throwing
grenades.

She knew that she was
lucky. Fourteen tourists were
abducted and marched through
Uganda’s Impenetrable Forest
on the border with Congo. Eight
would be killed with machetes
and axes; six were release Gar-
land said she was shocked by
the world interest, since
Africans in the region have
been suffering similar attacks
for years.

“l in no way want to dimin-
ish the tragedy that the families
that these people who died are
gﬂinﬁ through, but they have
much company in this part of
the world," she said.

Even as she spoke, world
leaders continued to condemn
the slaughter. Meanwhile, 600
Ugandan troops. backed by
Ugandan police and Rwandan
soldiers, headed into eastern
Congo on Thursday to hunt
down the rebels. At least 15
rebels were reported killed.

"We are pursuing them and
we are going to kill them,” Lt.
Col. Benan Biraaro, divisional
commander of Uganda's south-
western region. "It won't be a
daly, it won't be a week, but we
will

95

et them."

e search came as rebels
warned in leaflets that they
would launch further attacks.



