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Historic
March 7
tomorrow

The historic 7th March will
be observed tomorrow with an
elaborate programme chalked
out by the ruling Awami League,
reports UNB.

The day's programmmes in-
clude laying wreath at the por-
trait of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman at Banga-
bandhu Museum at 8:05 am and
a public meeting at Paltan
Maidan at 3 pm. Party chief and
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
will address the rally.

On March 7, 1971, Father of
the Nalion Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman deliv-
ered the historic speech giving
an indication of independence
of the country at the then Race-
course Ground (now Suhrawar-
dy Udyan).

In a thunderous voice in
front of about a million people,
Mujib proclaimed: "Now it is
the struggle for freedom ... now
it is the struggle for indepen-
dence.”

In a statement on the eve of
the historic 7th March. Awami
League general secretary and
LGRD Minister Zillur Rahman
termmed the day as milestone to
independence of the Bengalee
rnation,

Shop owners to
protest ‘politics
of hartal &

violence' Mar 8

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Dokan Malik
Samity (shop owners) will stage
an eight-hour token 'mass
hunger strike” on March 8 in
the city to pressurise the politi-
cians to give up 'politics of
strike and violence' and create
a wellare-oriented political en-
vironment in the interest of the
country,

The hunger strike will begin
at 10 in the morning at the Na-
tional Stadium.

"We have taken up the token
mass hunger strike programme
to make the government under-
stand that we are concerned
over its dilly dally in solving
political problems and the op-
position parties thal we are led
up with their [requent hartal
calls,” BDMS said in a slate-
menl yvesterday.

The sarhily biamed the gov-
erninernt for its 'apathetic atti-
tude' lowards resolving the po-
litical impasse. This is leading

See Page 12 Col 2

Rajuk approves
bldg plan
violating govt

directive

By Staff Correspondent

Rajuk has approved the
plans for a seven storied build-
ing in the city's Lalmatia area,
directly viclating a government
directive that prohibits any
construction over six floors.

Rajuk approved the building
plans on the basis of a
‘recommendation” by the
Dhaka Housing and Settlernent
Seclion-2 office in Moham-
madpur. The Housing and Set-
tlement is the original owner of
Lalinatia plots and has doled
out the plots on 99-vear leases.

According to a government
directive nio construction above
5iX stories can be undertaken in
any residential area of the city.
A Haiiuk source said Dhan-
mondi. Lalmatia, Gulshan,
Baridhara, Banani, Uttara and
other residential areas --- all
fall under the government stip-
ulation.

However, recently

See Pape 12 Col 5
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Source: Islamic Foundation
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Liaison body to hold more meetings

Programmes soon 'keeping
SSC exams in mind'

The Liaison Comimittee of
the BNP-led opposition allianice
at a meeting here yesterday dis-
cussed anti-government agita-
tion programmes for the cur-
rent month.

“We will not hesitate to an-

nounce tougher programmes if

situation demands. Butl we will
definitely consider the on-going
58C examinations. It
(examinations) is in our mind",
sald a member of the Commit-
tee after the meeting.

"Unlike the then opposition
party now in power, the re-
sponsible leadership of the op-
pasition alliance, since its for-
mation, has been considering

By Staff Correspondent

people’s causes”, another mem-
ber said.

"The Opposition till today
didn’t announce any pro-
gramme that creates suffering
of the commonman. Our pro-
grammes are aimed at protect-
ing the interest of the people,”
he added.

Discussions are also going
on at party level and the Al-
liance will hold a series of
meetings in the next few days to
l[ix a programme, to be an-
nounced soon, they said.

The meeting thalt lasted one
and a half hours from 4 pm. was
attended by BNP leader Anwar
Zahid, dJatiya Party leaders
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Most wornen and girls in the
country still suffer great dis-
crimination that results in
deaths through negligence and
vialence.

From birth. they enjoy fewer
rights and opportunities in-
cluding medical care, a United
Nations Population Fund
[UNFPA] report has said.

Fifty-six per cent of boys get
all vaccines under EF1 while for
girls the coverage is 52. Thirty-
seven per cent of under-five
boys suifering from acquired
respiratory infections (ARI) are
taken for treatment, bui the
percentage for girls is 29,

Women in their reproductive
ages {15-34) have a higher death
rate than men. The proportion
of chronic stunting and severe
malnutrition is higher in
women tharn men. |

Literacy is 48 per cent among
men and 35 among women . The
average wage rate for day
labourers is 46 taka for men,
but 26 taka for women. the re-

KRazi Zafar Ahmed, Kazi Firoz
Rashid and ABM Golam
Mostafa, Jamaat-e-Islami lead-
ers Mohammad Kamaruzza-
man, Abdul Kader Mollah and
ATM Azharul Islam and Islami
Oikya Jote leaders Fazlul Haq
Amini and ARM Abdul Matin.

BNP leader M Shamsul Is-
lam MP presided over the meet-
ing, held at the Minto Road offi-
cial residence of the Leader of
the Opposition in the Jatiya
Sangsad.

Anwar Zahid said the Com-
mittee evaluated last month's
agitation programmes and dis-
cussed luture course of action.

See Page 12 Col 2

to ICU, no
sign of
improvement

By Staff Correspondent

Thirteen-year-old Parvez,
who was fighting death at the
neurosurgery department of
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-

tal, was removed to Intensive

Care Unit {ICU) Thursday.

"His condition deteriorated
further since Wednesday
evening. He needs consiant ob-
servation. In addition Lo other
complications, he is suffering
from respiratory problems,"
attending intern doctor Sabuj
told The Daily Star last night,

Farvez was hit in the head by
a brick on the last day of the
Opposition-called 66-hour
hartal [February 25), in Said-
abad area of the city while
crossing the main road. His
mother, a cousin and a tempo
driver rushed him to DMCH
emergency wing.

To remove the blood clot in
the brain, Parvez was operated
upon for the second tine
Wednesday evening. He first
underwent brain surgery Friday
lasi, a day after he was adinittec!
to DMCH.

‘Parvez is in ICU, still in
coma. He is on oxygen since he
was removed to ICU Wednes-
day." a doctor said.

Another doctor said earlier
even if Parvez survives, he may
have 'permanent loss of sensa-
tion and memory.'

Parvez shifted

By Naimul Haq

port said

Bangladesh is one of the lew
countries where men outnum-
ber women — 105 men per 100
WOTIIETL.

Wonen have an in-built bio-
iogical advantage that allows
them to live five years longer
lhan men on an average. In
Bangladesh, the advantage is
evident in the lirst few months
after birth, girls having a lower
infant mortality rate than
boys,

But this is soon overweighed
by soclal discrimination. In 1-4
age groups. Lhe death rate for
bays is 91 per ten thousand, but

for girls it is 102. And later on,

women are gravely exposed to
the dangers of childbirth. Less
than five per cent of women
have access to obstetric emer-
gency care which is largely re-
sponsible for about 450 deaths
per 100,000,

All these shorten lile ex-
pectancy — 58.1 years for men
and 57.6 for wornen. As a result

n, girls still widely
discriminated: UNFPA

some three million women are
missing’, the UNFPA report
Saicl.

From the perspective of
women s health needs, family
planning programmes have re-
ceived disproportionate share
of attention and resources. The
attention to health needs of
womern beyond their maternal
role has been neglected, a recent
World Bank report said.

"The low status of womern in
the society (mainly in rural ar-
eas] is responsible for some tra-
ditional social reasons, Parents
view a girl as a lemporary guest
who will Ieave the housechold al
marriage and cost a dowry. Bul
even aiter marriage the girl
carries her low status into Lthe

new household by being domi-
nated by her husband,” a social

worker said on gender discrim-
ination. '

In 1994 in Cairo, 180 na-
tions met at an International
Conterence on Population and

See Page 12 Col 1

World Conterence on Science

SAARC states for jt
stand on agenda

From Pallab Bhattacharya

NEW DELHI, Mar 5: South
Asian Association for Regional
Cooperalion [(SAARC] countries
have agreed to adopt a commeon
approach atl the World Confer-
ence on Science to be held at
Budapest, capital of Hungary. in
June this year.

The agreement was reached
at a meeting of SAARC techni-
cal committee on science and
lechnology held here recently
with experts from India,
Bangladesh, Pakistan, Nepal,
Bhutan. Sri Lanka and Mal-
dives attending it.

The seven member-countries
decided to project a joint stand
on Lhe agenda and the docu-
mernits to be adopted at the
World Conference which is ex-
pected to discuss the relevance

| of science to the needs of society

in Twenty First Century.

The SAARC technical com-
mittee also agreed on a proposal
for setling up a regional stand-

ing commiltee on biotechnology
to coordinate the efforts of
member-countries for conser-
valion and sustainable har-
nessing of the region's bio-re-
SOLITCES.

A decision was taken 1o pre-
pare a detailed consensus report
lor this to be placed at the
SAARC Council of Ministers
scheduled for later this month.

The S5AARC standing com-
mittee also decided on popular-
isation of common guidelines
relating to protection of intel-
lectual property rights, biodi-
versity and traditional knowl-
edge in the region,

It also identified a number of
areas of cooperation, including
plant tissue culture, prepara-
tion of an inventory of medici-
nal and aromatic plants and
development of vaccines and
diagnostics for humans and an-
imals. among member-coun-
Lries.

Happiness
is a solar

cooker

By Gobinda Bar, back
from Tangail

Anowara Begum, 27, is
happy to cook in a solar cooker.
The reason is that she can do
other things while cooking. "It
is convenient and 1 have been
using the solar cooker for a
year,” a jovial Anowara told re-
porters at Anando Solar Park
opened at Bhurbhuria village

under Nandail thana on

Thursday.
"It has changed our lives,

making us more comfortable in
cooking. It has also reduced the
cooking cost drastically,” said
Anowara, wife of a labourer of
village Baruha under Delduar
thana. ;

Asked how she manages
cooking during the rainy sea-
son, Anowara said she uses im-
proved chula [oven) when the

See Page 12 Col 3

PM unveils
sculpture
tomorrow amid

controversy
By DU Correspondent

The scheduled re-inaugura-
tion of a sculpture by Prime
Minister Shei]i:h Hasina on
Dhaka University campus to-
morrow has sparked contro-
VET Sy,

The original work sculpt by
Shamim Sikder was inaugu-
rated by the late Dr. Ahmad
Sharif in February 1990.

Sikder recently added torsos
of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mu-
jibur Rahman and his son
Sheikh Russel atop the original
work and changed the title of
the sculpture to Shwadhinatar
Sangram (siruggle for freedom)
from "Amar Ekushey”

Swadesh Chinta Sangha, a
cultural thinktank, condemned
changes to the Language Move-
ment memento saying that it
carried memories of the late
professor. It also called upon
the authorities concerned to
place the sculpture without any
distortion in its configuration.

However, Shamim Sikder,
who teaches fine arts at Dhaka
University, has had her own ar-
guments in favour of re-inaugu-
ration.

Talking to newsmen at the

See Page 12 Col 3

Indian Commerce
Minister Hegde
due Mar 8§

NEW DELHI, Mar 5 Indian
Commerce Minister Ramkr-

"ishna Hegde leaves here for

Dhiaka on March 8 on a three-
day visit to Bangladesh, official
sources said here today, reports
BSS.

During his stay in Dhaka,
Hegde will call on Prime Minis-
ler Sheikh Hasina and Foreign
Minister Abdus Samad Azad.

He will have a discussion
with his Bangladesh counter-
part Tofail Ahmed on matters
relating to the bilateral trade
and commerce between the two
neighbours.

3-yr-old girl

raped 1n city
By Staff Correspondent
A three-year old girl was
raped by an unidentified mis-

crearnt at her house at Hariram-
pur under Mirpur thana in the

| city Thursday evening.

According to the FIR lodged
by Lhe victim's grand mother,
she was sleeping at the house.
Al about 7 pm, she found the
minor girl in a pool of blood.

Immediately, she was rushed

| to Dhaka Medical College Hos-

pital. Her condition was criti-
cal, doctors said.

Tension prevails
at Faridpur over
ADAB confce

FARIDPUR, Mar 5: Tension
has been prevailing in the town
over a NGO conference and a
gathering called by an Islamic
party on Monday, reports UNB.

Associalion of the Develop-
ment Agencies of Bangladesh
(ADAB) convened a grand con-
ference of the members of dif-

ferent NGOs working in greater
Faridpur at the local Mahim
Institute ground at 11 am the
samme day.

Islami Oikya Parishad also’
announced to organise a gather-
ing at the Housing Estale
ground. adjacent to the Mahim
Institute, at the same time the
same day,

ADAB sources said all are set
to make their conference a suc-
cess and they expected that
some 50,000 women members
ol various NGOs from five dis-
lricts in the region would attend
iL.

The leaders of Islamic Oikya
Parisad, however, vowed to re-
sist the NGO conference and
will hold a public meeting in
the town tomorrow against the
holding of the ADAB confer-
ence.

Imams of different mosgues
in the town. after Jumma
prayvers today, called upon the
devotees to attend the Islamic
conference, -
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Violence, crime unabated in Ctg

Worried business leaders urge
- CMP to take effective steps

CHITTAGONG, Mar 5: The
port city and its surrounding
areas witnessed an increase in
incidents of violence and crime
including murder in the past
few weeks.

Consequently, business cir-
cles and others feel concerned
over such deterioration of law
and order here.

Leaders of Chillagong
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry and other business bod-
les here met the commissioner
of Chittagong Metropolitan Po-
lice {CMF% yesterday to register
their concern and to check
crimme demand effective steps
including attacks on business
houses by armned terrorists.

The CMF commissioner as-
sured the business leaders of

From Nurul Alam

taking stringent measures to
curb crime, by stepping up po-
lice patrol, meeting sources
said.

Hardly a day passed here
without incidents of killing,
mugging and dacoity while po-
lice could do little in this re-
gard.

Last night also, an activist of

the ruling Awami League-
backed BCL was gunned down
by armed rivals in Nayahat
area under Panchlaish thana,
police said.

The gunmen fired on Md
Shahjahan, 16, at about 9 pm
when he along with some other
BCL activists was slappin
posters on a boundary wall.
Shahjahan was rushed to Chit-
tagong Medical Hospital where

doctors declared him dead.

The day before yesterday, ex-
tortionists gunned down the
manager of a petrol pump near
Love Lane crossing, a busy spot
in the city, in broad day light
and looted about Tk one lakh
and a licensed gun from the
petrol pump.

Police said the armed men
fired on the manager as he re-
fused to pay toll demanded by
them.

Police so far arrested three
suspects in this regard but could
not recover the money and the
gun,

A BCL activist, Abdul Kader
was killed on March 2 after ab-
duction from Chittagong Poly-
technic Institute area due to ri-

See Page 12 Col 5

Sinha tells The Dail Star
Priority to backward

linkage industry

By Monjur Mahmud

The leader of the Forum-
Sammilita Parishad. Anisur
Rahman Sinha, yesterday said
e will give priority to develop-
ing backward linkage indus-
tries in the country to face chal-
lenges of the next millennium.

Sinha was talking to The
Daily Star after the joint panel
swept all the 27 executive com-
mittee seats at stake in Thurs-
day's election to the apex body
of the country's garment indus-
try. He got the highest 1167
votes among all. The 27-mem-
ber executive committee will
choose the new office bearers on
March 11 and the new leader
will take over the charge the
tollowing day when BGMEA
goes to its annual general meet-
ing.

“"We should have made
moves lowards developing
backward linkage industries
much earlier. The issue which
has been neglected so far will
get priority now,” said Sinha
who is set to become the next
president of the Bangladesh
Garment Manufacturers and
Exporters Association or BG-
MEA.

“We will initiate a scheme of

Tk 4,500 crore with the support -

of the government for develop-
ing backward linkage indus-
tries.” ,

Besides, a survey will be

e

Anisur

Rahman Sinha

conducted to identify the prob-
lems of the readymade garment
factories that have been closed
down and necessary measures
will be taken to solve those
problems, the newly elected
BGMEA leader said.

According to Sinha, at pre-
sent, some 800 to 1000 RMG fac-
tories are closed.

He added that transparency
in quota distribution will be en-
forced so that the exporters do

See Page 12 Col 8

3 dacoities in city

in 12 hours

By Staff Correspondent

Al least three dacoilies were
committed in the cily within
twelve hours from late Thurs-
day night. A licensed gun and
about Tk 12 lakh in cash, gold
ornaments ., pearls and other
valuables were looted in the in-
vidents, according to police
SOUTCes.

In one incident. a gang of
seven dacoits stormed into a
[lat at Azimpur yesterday
morning and robbed about Tk
7.50 lakh in cash and valu-
ables. Lalbagh police said.

Besides, a sensational da-
coity was committed at the
main show room of Karika, a
handi-craft shop, on the first
floor of Paribagh Super Market
near Hotel Sheraton in the
early hours yesterday. The gang
took away more than Tk 2 [akh
inn cash and pearls.

In the other incident, seven
armed dacoits robbed about Tk
2.5 lakh in cash, gold orna-
ments and valuables and a li-
censed gun from a first floor
flat at Free School Street
Thursday night, Dhanmondi
police said.
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In the first incident , the da-
coits equipped with fire arms
and sharp weapons, rang the
calling bell at the flat at about 9
am yesterday.As an inmate
opened the door, the gang en-
tered the flat. They tied up the
inmates and confined them in a
IGoOrIn.

As the head of the family re-
turned from outside. one of the
dacoits opened the door, shut
his mouth. dragged him inside
and tied him up.

They also took away his mo-
bile telephone set and a total of
about Tk 4.50 lakh in cash and
44 tolls of gold ornaments from
the house.

One person was arrested in
this connection and case was
lodged with Lalbagh thana.

At Karika show room, facing
the Kabi Nazrul Islam Avenue,
the gang broke the window
panes and entered it. The rob-
bers took away over Tk two
lakh in cash and pearls.

The staff of the shop had left
alter shutting it at about 8 pm
Thursday night. The next

See Page 12 Col 8

A partial view of the main showroom of Karika after

| Thursday's dacoity.

—Star photo

BGMEA polls

Sinha-led

panel bags
all 27

seats

A joint panel led by Anisur
Rahman Sinha raced to a land-
slide, bagging all 27 seats at
stake in the BGMEA election
held at Dhaka and Chittagong
simultaneously on Thursday,
reports UNB.

The joint panel of Forum —
Sammilita Parishad was
elected for 1999-2000 term.

According to election results
announced vyesterday, the
Sinha-led panel bagged 1167
votes while Quddus-led Sam-
milita Parishad trailed long
behind with 864,

. The executive members will
now chose {ive new office bear-
€rs in a meeting to be held at the
BGMEA office soon.

(Details on page 6)

Rafique-ul
Hug’s
rejoinder

Please refer to the above
news item appearing in your
newspaper on 4th February,
1999. It is very surprising why
unnecessarily you involved me
in the news without ascertain-
ing the fact from me either per-
sonally or over phone. It is
equally unfortunate that you
publish such news involving
cases pending for hearing be-

» fore highest Court of the coun-

try.

[ was presenl in the Court. I
did not know what second Judge
told to the senior Judge nor |
heard any such comment by the
Judges. Il any such question
arises as to which Court should
hear a particular case, the same
should be referred to the
Hon'ble Chief Justice but this is
not the way to embarrass a
lawyer or a Judge through press.
Since ipncorrect particulars
have published in the
news, | would like to clarify the
position, thuugh I personally
dislike publishing statement
and counter-statement relating
to any sub-judice matter. :

Practice in High Court Divi-
sion is that generally the cases
are listed for hearing in differ-
ent Courts in the beginning of a
weeK. Accordingly this case was
listed in Court No 23 along with
many other cases on 22nd
Febru {i.e. beginning of the
week), also listed on 23rd, 25th
& 26th no fresh list could be
printed because of Hartal. On
next Sunday (28th]) the list was
published as usual. But allon a
sudden the case was listed in
Court No 6 (it is not fair to give
the name of the Judge) without
notice to the lawyer of the peti-
tioner. It is unprecedented and

See Page 12 Col 4

Gunfight
leaves 40

hurt 1n

Jamalpur

JAMALPUR, Mar 5: A gun-
fight over the control of a bazar
at Sarishabari left at least 40
people injured, 20 of them with
bullets Thursday night, reports
APB,

Four of the injured were
rushed to Mymensingh Medical
College Hospital in critical
condition.

Witnesses said, the clash
erupted when an armed group
attacked their rivals at the
Vatara Cooperative Market at
about 9 pm. The clash was a se-
quel to a long-drawn dispute
over formation of the bazar
committee, local people said.

Both the groups used
firearms during the clash. A
tense situation has been pre-
vailing in the area and addi-
tional police were deployed to
avert further clash.,

The seriously injured people
were identified as Nazrul, 20,
Masud, 22, Jyotsna Akhand, 30,
Alamgir, 20, Bachchu, 28, Sul-
tan. 31, Munser, 21, Mozammel,
19, Salam. 40, Mannan, 35,
Lavlu, 17, Shamsuzzoha, 45,
Miar Uddin, 35, Abdul Hye, 41,
Nurul Islam, 40, and Israfil, 25.



