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Singing Tagore, living Tagore
Artists render a Tagore song at the inaugural ceremeony of the 10th National Rabindra
Sangeet Festival a t the Shishu Academy auditorium yesterday. The festival ends on

Saturday.

—Star photo

The science of plastic
su;Feg.' may have reached an
exalted height in Europe, but a
Duteh surg%
voluntary service in Dhaka
came across patients whose in-
juries and courage both shocked
and elated them,

The Dutch team yesterday
completed six days of voluntary
work at the Monowara Hospi-
tal. during which they operated
on 24 victims of acid burns. Af-
ter nearly 60 hours of surgery
on some of the most critically
burnt patients they had ever
come across, the team were
overwhelmed.

“The state of the patlents is
dreadful, the amount of destruec-
tion we've seen Is incredible”,
said Prof P H Robinson, head-of
the department of plastic
surgery at the Medical Univer-
sity of Groningen in the Nether-
lands.

Robinson's sentiments were
echoed by Alice Hoefsloot, a
senior nurse on the surgical
team which arrived in Dhaka
Feb 26 to perform surgeries at
the Monowara Hospital. But

_ ‘sho
cal team which gave .

Hoefsloot was moved by the
¢courage and determination
by the patlents many of
whom were aged below 18.

“The patients were really
strong and brave, some of them
had angf:r in their eyes, but all
seemed happy that someone
was there to help them™, Hoefs-
loot said.

The Dutch team came to
Dhaka at the invitation of
Monowara Hospital which has
been providing free reconstruc-
tive surgery to acid victims for
the ﬁyast two years. Since 1997, a
local surgical team led by Dr
Shafquat Khundkar has oper-
ated on 14 acid victims at
Monowara.

Each patient requires six to
seven operations, involving 25
to 30 hours of surgery spread
over 12 to 18 months. The costs
are high, said Mir Imam Hos-
sain Jahangir, director of
Monowara, but the hospital

rovides all surgical facilities
ree of cost to acid victims who
are mostly from poor rural
families.

The current programme has

By Sabir Mustafa

registered 30 acid viclims
through newaraper advertise-
ments. For full treatment of all
the patients, Jahangir said, the
total cost would exceed 60 lakh
taka.

“SBurgical facilities are pro-
vided free for all the patients,
but five or six among the 30 new
patients are able to pay for the
medicines. The rest are being
subsidised totally”, Jahangir
said. '

The Aneasthesiology De-
partment of the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital extended
anaesthetic services free of cost.
he informed the Daily Star.

The Dutch team worked
alongside local surgeons and
anaesthesiasists, and both
groups provided their preclous
time at the operating theatre
free of charge. Robinson's
team’'s travel "expenses were
borne by a Dutch national who
preferred to remain anony-
mous.

Among the 30, there are 12
male patients most of whom are
victims of acid attacks made
during dispute over land. Ja-

o
hangir related the story of one
man who had acid poured over
his face by his in-laws.

In another incident, a
mother feared her young daugh-
ter might be attacked, and went
to bed dressed up in the girl's
clothes. The assailants came In
the dark and poured a bucket
full of sulphuric acid on the
mother, mistaking her to be the
daughter. The woman's face
and the right side of her chest
was severely burnt.

After the initial operations
by Robinson and his team, fur-
ther surgeries would be con-
ducted by local surgeons who
were described by the Dutch as
“excellent”.

“The local surgeons are ex-
cellent, and they are perfectly
capable of handling this prob-
lem on their o . Robinson
said, but added that assistance
from experienced furei%e plas-
FL} surgeons would also be use-
ul,

Robinson said the Dutch and
local surgeons worked as a
teamn and the co-operation be-
tween the two sides was excel-

lent. He said all cases were dis-
cussed between the two groups
before each operation.

The surgeons said they
wanted to operate on as many
patients as possible in the short
time available. They said they
tried to allocate two to two and
half hours to each patient, but
some nieeded three hours or
more. In the end, they concen-
trated on the most important
part in each case, such as
around the eyes, the mouth, the
throat.

With operations provided
free of charge and foreign con-
sultants conducting surgeries,
Robinson feared that expecta-
tions among patients may be
running high about “miracles”,
He warned that most patients
seemed to be under the illusion
that plastic surgery would re-
store their faces to their origi-
nal state.

"No amount of plastic
surgery can restore these unfor-
tunate girls to their original
beauty”, Robinson said.

| CPB seeks left alliance

A three-day 7th congress of
the Communist Party* of
Bangladesh {CPB) begins in the
city on March 7 with the objec-
tive of establishing ‘a left lean-
ing democratic alliance' to forge
a new polarisation of the third
force in the country's political
arena, party leaders said yes-

terdalgv.

CFPB 'has taken up an elabo-
rate programmes to hold the
congress which coincides with
its golden jubilee celebration.
The programme includes recep-
tion to veteran party leaders.

By Staff Correspondent

rally, seminar and cultural
functions.

“The fate of the le would
nol change until the prevailing
imperialistic economic system
is replaced. Now politics has be-
come a culture of demoralisa-
tion and commercialisation,”
President of the golden jubilee
celebration committee Monju-
rul Ahsan Khan told a press
conference at the party office
yesterday.

Convenor of the committee
M M Akash said *“The ruling
party is following an imperial-

ism-based capitalistic system
and the main opposition is also
agitating with an extreme right-
ist polarisation, ignoring hopes
and aspirations the masses.”

The press conference was
also attended by party leader
Muzahidul Islam Selim, Hena
Das and Sunil Das.

Veteran communist leader of
West Bengal Illa Mitra will at-
tend the CPB congress as a spe-
cial guest.

e party will hold a golden
jubilee rally tomorrow at 2:00
p.m. at Paltan Maidan.

"Come to JS for talks,
Hasina asks Khaleda

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday urged the op-
position to resolve all problems
in Parliament, reports UNB.

‘Instead of calling hartal

and exploding bombs on the
streets, come to Parliament. let
us discuss eve ing. We can
resolve all problems in Parlia-
ment,” she said.
. Addressing a public meeting
at Lalbagh Balurmath in the
afternoon, Hasina told opposi-
tion leader Khaleda Zia that she
can speak in the House as long
as she wishes.

‘l am ready to answer all
yYour queries in Parliament,
You can speak as long as you
want on the floor of the House."

The Prime Minister said
Parliament is the centre of all
activities and advised her polit-
ical opponents not to cause
miseries to the people through

—r

hartal and exploding bomb,
Pointing to the opposition
leader's reluctance to join the
ruceedin%s of Parliament,
asina deplored that Begum Zia
attended the House only 24 days
out of 224,

"How could she claim that
she is not allowed to speak"
questioned the Prime Minister.

The Prime Minister said po-
litical stability is essential for
economic development and to
ensure better life for the com-
mon man

Referring to the threat of
anti-government movement,
she said the nﬁpusitiqn has
been issuing such threats since
they formed government in
1996. They also planned to top-
ple the government within
three months, but with the peo-
ple's support, the government is
running the country for more

than 30 months.

Referring to municipal polls.
the Prime Minister said despite
their move candidates from
BNP, Jatiya Party and Jamaat
took part in elections and won
many posts of chairman and
comimissioner.

She said the opposition
called the boycott in a bid to
snatch away people's votin
right. destroy democracy an
create chaos in the countiry, But
people turned down the opposi-
tion call.

Awami League leaders Amir
Hossain Amu, Abdul Jalil,
Mayor Mohammad Hanif, State
Minister for Shipping Mofazzal
Hossain Chowdhury Maya, Ab-
dul Mannan, Dr Mostafa Jalal
Mohiuddin and Mukul Bose ad:
dressed the meeting. Local Awa-
mi League leader Abul Hasnat
presided.
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Power sector bail-out

Tough terms for

The World Bank prescribed
immediate reform in the coun-
try’'s energy sector fully pri-
vatising both power generation
and distribution systems for
fresh lending by the donors in
this field.

Officlals said the World
Bank tagged the condition to a
Phasewise Adaptable Pro-
%rammc Lending (APL) worth

00 milllon US dollars for car-
rying out the reforms.

e grupnsed restructurin
under the new phasewise lend-
ing programme includes pri-
vatisation of the total genera-

tion installations and distribu-
tion systems of the power sec-

Sources in the Energy Min-
istry told UUNB that a team
led by its Bangladesh Country
Director at a meeting with State
Minister for Enﬂrg}; and Min-
eral Resources Prof Rafiqul Is-
lam put forward the conditions.
Power Secretary GM Mandol
was also present in the meeting.

The World Bank said if the
government made iits firm
commitment that it would go by
the conditions. the Bank would
start disbursing the first 'sub-

"loan' of the multiphase loan

programme.
per the Bank's "Proposal
for Partnership”, during the

_S_hazngen 111_urder trial

Cross-examination continues

By Staff Correspondent

Latifur Rahman, father of
murdered teenager Shazneen,
‘was cross examined by Mo-
hammad Ali, lawyer of supervi-
sor Badal, an accused in the
Shazneen murder case, for the
sixth day yesterday in the
Metropolitan Sessions Judpge's
Court yesterday for more t]%an
two hours starting from 11 am.

All the six accused were pro-
g:ced before the court yester-

y.

Shazneen Tasnim Rahman,
15, youngest daughter of Latifur
Rahman, was raped and mur-
dered at their Gulshan residence
on April 23 last year. A murder
case and another case under the
Women and Children
Regreaainn Frevention Act,
1985, was filed with Gulshan

thana regarding the brutal
killing. -

During yesterday's
proceedings, the defence lawyer

uoting a number of reports

m national dailies regardin
the killing of Shazneen ask
the complainant if he had read
those.

In reply to a question from
the detence lawyer, Latifur
Rahman said that he had never
gone to the lower court in an
airconditioned pajero (Dhaka
Metro Gha-11-1543) taking
with him the investigating offi-
cer of the case, other

case,

The judge ,AK Roy, fixed
March 7 for €r Cross exam-
ination of Latifur Rahman .
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police offi- |
cials and the accused in the

WB loans

first sub-loan period the gm;-
ernment will have to unbundle
the Bangladesh Power Devel-

opment d (BPDB).

The Dhaka Electric Supply
Authority (DESA) and the
Dhaka

lectric Supi_;lply Com-
pany (DESCO) will have to Le
readied for divesting during the
same period.

The other suggestions to be
implemented to get the next
tranche of the credits are set-
ling up a regulatory agency and
financing the Load Dispatch
Centre [LDC), Transmission
System and Rural Electrifica-
tion,

During the subsequent sub-
loans under the lending pro-

ramme, the government will

ave to privatise the distribu-
tion companies and generation
companies,

e overhaul package also
Includes strengthening the
Power Grid Company of
Eangladesh that has been set up
for ceding the distribution sys-
tem from the Bangladesh Power
Development Board.

According to Economic Rela-
tions Division sources, the
Adaptable Programme Lending
has proposed by the WB for
funding the long-term reform
action plan proposed by the
Bank.

"Any future World Bank
lending will depend on imple-
mentation of the action plan,”
an ERD official said.

Meanwhile, a high official of
the Energy Ministry who is
skeptic about future World
B lending in the sector said
total privatisation of power
generation is impossible, .

"We have ensured private
sector’'s participation in genera-
tion and distribution ... that is
what we can."

However, he said, the gov-
ernment recognises that major
reforms, including private par-
ticipation, is imperative to
mobilise investments to cope
with the challenge of providing
adequate and reliable power
supply to the consumers at rea-
sonable rates.

Contempt case
against PM
'disposed of'

By Special Correspondent

The Supreme Court yester-
day disposed of a petition seek-
ing contempt proceedings
against Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina for her alleged remark
against the judiciary for grant-
ing en masse bail by a High
Court Division in August last
year.

President of the Supreme
Court Bar Association Habibul
Islam Bhuiya had filed the peti-
tion on Februa 1 seeking
contempt proceedings for her
hlle%ed remarks made at a press
conlerence on January 29,

= Chiel Justice AT M Afzal

pronournced a brief judgement
E&sterdav morning at a full

ench of the Appellate Division
with the remark: "The applica-
tion is disposed of with obser-
valion."

Other judges of the Appellate
Division, Justice Muatatl;e KRa-
mal. Justice Latifur Rahman,
Justice Bimalendu Bikash Roy
Choudhury and Justice Mah-
mudur Rahman were present
during delivery of the judge-
ment.

Details of the judgement
with the observation were not
immediately available. The
Chief Justice declined to receive
journalists who wanted an au-
dience after the judgement. Nor
a copy of the Prime Ministers'
statement submitted to the
court was available.

The Chief Justice, after hear-
ing the petition on February 3
had ordered the Attorney Gen-
eral to submit a statement from
the Prime Minister on her al-
leged remark.

The statement was not made
public despite demand from a
senior counsel, Mahbubuddin
Ahmed, assisting the peti-

*tioner,

~Only the petitioner was
ven a copy by the Chief Justice
or 'transparency’ when it was
submitt mﬁ February 17. After
perusing it, he returned the co
to the E%lief Justice. o

Habibul Islam Bhuiya filed
the petition seeking contempt
proceeding against the Prime
Minister alleging that her re-
marks were against the judi-
ciary,

The PM reportedly said that
the High Court Division had
granted bails to 1200 people in
two days. on August 25 and 26.

But Bhuiya said the High

Court had granted bails to only
367 people before it went on va-
cation.

Habibul Islam Bhuiya ap-
peared in person while Attorney
General Mahmudul Islam

appeared for the Prime Minis-
fer.

Beximco case

embarrasses
- HC judge

By Special Correspondent

A High Court judge yesterday
felt embarrassed to hear the
case of AB Bank and the
Bangladesh Bank against BEX-
IMCO group after defence
lawyers said they would not get
‘fair hearing’, court sources
said.

Justice Fazlul Huq of court
no 23 of the High Court Division
told an official of the
Bangladesh Bank who submit-
ted an affidavit yesterday for
transfer of the court that he had
already done so and that there
was no need for such an affi-
davit.

It was preceded by an li-
cation by the Managing Dﬁ?rléc-
tor of the AB Bank praying for
the transfer of the court sayi
he would not get a ‘fair hearing”,

Injured tempo
driver succumbs
to his injuries
By Staff Correspondent

A tempo driver, who sus-
tained critical burn injuries
during hartal on February 23,
succumbed at the Dhaka Medi-

cal College Hospital (DMCH)
yesterday.

Monumental tribute

Workmen are busy chopping down a tree as sculptor Shamim Sikder puts the final touches '
to her 60-feet tall sculpture Swadhinatar Sangram. The monumental piece which took
three months to sculpt and cost over one crore taka, depicts the nation’s struggle for

freedom from 1952, and the brutal killing of Bangabandhu in 1975. The sculpture, located
on the Dhaka University campus, is expected to be inaugurated by Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina on Mar 7.
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Newkfeeding plan
for the poorest

By Reaz Ahmad and Rafiq Hasan

The World Food Programme
(WFP) wants to continue the on-

iﬁnlng VGF (vulnerable group

eedi;f] programme in
Bangladesh in a new form, tar-
g the ‘poorest of the poor.’
sources said they now
lan to launch the VGR
vulnerable group rehabilita-
tion} programme in collabora-
tion with the government de-
partments concerned.

The duration of VGF is
linked with the 'lean period’
that ends in April with the har-
vesting of Boro and other Rabi

cruRg. - ;
coraing to prima an
for VGR; some '?4.&)0 ! ryrcgl of
the poor' families would be cho-
sen from 42 lakh families who
have been provided with free
food under VGF programme
since September last following
the devasta floods.

The rehabilitation pro-
gramme would require 2,18,000
tonnes of wheat worth US dol-
lars 55 million. Of this 75,000
tonnes have already been ob-
tained and WFP is trying to per-
suade donors to provide the
rest, -

The sources said they had a
meeting with officials from the
relief ministry and women af-
fairs ministry recently, mainly
focusing on VGR. |

Under VGR programme, be-

sides getting food the beneficia-
ries who would also receive
training in the areas of literacy,
skill development in seed man-
agement and agriculture, mi-
cro-credit investment and other
income generaling ventures.

WFPF starts its post-flood re-
habilitation work this month
with 69,000 tonnes ol wheat.
The food will be used for repair-
ing flood-ravaged bridges. em-
bankments and drainage facil-
ities, Water Development Board
and Local Government Engi-
neering Department are the two
other parties in this effort.

The government had earlier
launched the VGF programme
in September last year, provid-
ing 16 kg of free foodgrain to
each of the 13 lakh cardholders.
The number of beneficiaries

adually rose to 42 lakh. Till

ecember last year, WFP as-
sisted the government pro-
gramme with two lakh tonnes
of foodgrain. It had a further
reserve of 1.52,000 tonnes for

this purpose,

Subsequently, the govern-.

ment halted the VGF pro-
amme and then restarted it in
ebruary with an increased

quantity of 20 kg per head. The
overnment requires another
52,000 tonnes of grain to con-

tinue the programme till April.

2,450 expelled
on first day
of SSC Exams

Some 2,450 examinees were
expelled for adopting unfair
means on the first day g'g,ster-
day of the Secondary School
Certificate (SSC) Examinations
under live education boards, re-
ports BSS.

No examinee was, however,
expelled from the city centres,
Dhaka Board sources said.

Dhaka Board sources said .

1,037 examinees were expelled
from 12 out of 18 districts under
the board. Reports of the high-
'est 298 expulsions came from
Mymensingh district.

The district-wise figure of
expelled students is: Narayan-
ganj-31, Munshiganj-77,
Manikganj-48, Tangail-208,
Mymensingh-298, Sherpur-53,
Nelrakona-125, Faridpur-60,
Gﬂgalganj&& Madaripur-51
and Shariatpur-58.

Rajshahi Board Control
Room sources quoting reports
from six out of 16 districts said
575 examinees were expelled.

The district-wise breakup is:
Capainawabganj-112;, Ra-
jshahi-6, Pabna-92, Nilpha-
mari-107, Thakurgaon-178 and
Panachagarh-80. .

Jessore Board Control Room

said that 347 examinees were
expelled from different centres

in 11 out of 16 districts under
the board.

Reports [rom three out of 10
districts under the Comilla
Board said that 332 examinees
were expelled from different
centres in Comilla, Chandpur
and Sunamganj districts,

PM delights
in Sharif’s
CHT trip

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina now found an occasion
for showing the humour of the
situation with her political ri-
val as she wanted to know from
Khaleda Zia whether Pakistan
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
stayed overnight in Rangamati
or any part of India, reports
UNB.

Sharif, who had been here to
attend the D-8 summit, went to
the Sundarbans and Rangamati
and spent a t in the hill dis-
trict town Wednesday before his
geparture for Pakistan yester-

ay. ,

She confuted Khaleda Zia's
repeated public remarks that
the territory from the CHT to
Feni would be ceded to India af-
ter the signing of peace accord
with the tribal leaders.

"Today, it is possible for a
foreign dignitary to wvisit and
make night halt in Rangamati
following the signing of the
peace accord," the Prime Minis-

ter said at a public meeting in

the citg.

And Nawaz Sharif did it in
peace. "As a matter of fact,
Nawaz Sharif was in
Bangladesh, not in India, and [
saw him off this morning," she
said,

Referring to Khaleda's home
constituency in Feni. Hasina
further said: "Does BNP chair-

erson need Indian visa to visit

eni as she predicted that Feni
will also be a part of India with
the signing of the CHT peace ac-
cord?"

The Prime Minister said

while in power BNP also had
tried to strike peace deal with
the PCJSS and formed a com-

mittee headed by former Com-
munications Minister Col (Rtd)
Oli Ahmad, "but failed.” .
"Khaleda failed to establish
peace and that does not mean
that others will not succeed.”
Referring to Khaleda's elec-
tion campaign that there would
be no Azan from mosques if
Awami League was voted to
power, Hasina asked the people
attending the rally whether
they now hear prayer calls from
the mosques.
"Yes, yes,” shouted her audi-
ence responding to the Prime
Minister's query.
Said Hasina: "It has become
a habit of Khaleda to tell a lie."

Rubel murder
Top cop
says SOrIry

Inspector general of police
today suggested to raise the
number ol court with retired
udg&s and legal exa}jbcrts for
olding summary trial of spe-
cial criminal cases, reports
UNB.

He also suggested for enact-
ing law to check illegal toll col-
lection by musclemen as they
easily secure release on bail due
to loopholes in the existing law.

The suggestions from the
head of the police force AYBI
Siddiqui at a meeting with the
E{ress before the police rally

arch 8-11.

"We are trying to keep the
law and order situation despite
our limitations," said the IGP.
But the situation could be im-
proved much had there system’
of quick trial of the criminals,
he added. |

The IGP offered apology for
the death of Rubel in police
custody and harassment of in-
nocent people including Nurul
Absar.

He frankly

admitted that

there are lot of allegations
against the police for indulging
in excess. "We have taken some
effective steps to improve our
behaviour with the people to re-
gain their confidence."
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