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Nawaz Sharif vs the Press

The struggle for press freedom has gained momentum in Pakistan following the
curbs imposed by the Nawaz Sharif Government on the Jang group of
publications. Beena Sarwar writes

ment's tussle with

Pakistan's largest
newspaper group, Jang, has
given a tremendous impetus to
the struggle for press ireedom
and could prove to be a turning
point for the media in
Pakistan.

On February 9, Jang re-
quested an adjournment of its
case the Supreme Court against
the Government after the latter,
bowing to country-wide

ressure from journalists, civil
iberties organisations and
politicians, promised to allow
the group access to its
newsprint stores and some
bank accounts.

The case, filed by Jang on
January 29, followed several
days of accusations and
counter-accusations by both
parties, initiated by a series of
advertisements that appeared
in Jang's publications from
January 25, exposing what it
said were the government's un-
justified demands ("sack and
replace 16 journalists™, “"sup-

rt us in policy matters", "re-
rain from criticising the first

THE Nawaz Sharif Govern-

family." and so on). At a press
conference on January 28,
Jang's Editor-in-Chiel Mir

Shakilur Rehman played audio
tapes that supported these alle-
gations,

The stariling revelations
kicked off a battle of unprece-
dented intensity between the
Government and the press,
Newsprint supply to Jang,
which had already been held
back illegally by the Govern-
ment, stopped abruptly and the
Fruup’s ank accounts were
rozen, to the dismay not only
of the owner but the 4,000-odd
employees whose pay cheques
were held up. A sedition case
was filed against Mir Shakilur
Rehman on January 28,

Bul instead of backing
down, Mir Shakilur Rehman
held his ground and blazed
away with all he had, as one
columnist put it in the English
daily Dawn. Tired of constant
efforts by the Government to
control and coerce the media,
many joined him.

pontaneous country-wide
protests sprang up, and as they
gathered momentum the Gov-
ernment was forced to start a
dialogue with Mir Shakilur
Rehman on the weekend of
February 6-7. The Government,
represented among others hy
Nawaz Sharif's younger
brother Shahbaz Sharif, the
powerful Chief Minister of Pun-

jab, assured the Jang group un-
conditional access to its
newsprint stores and bank ac-
counts, Mir Shakilur Rehman
stressed. Faced with a Supreme
Court Bench that seemed dis-
inclined to provide this relief,
Mir Shakilur Rehman sought

an adjourmmment of the case,
ving rise Lo speculation that
e had compromised on the is-

ts;.lle. He has categorically denied
is.

Whether or not there has
been a compromise, the issue is
far from over. It has in fact
given a tremendous impetus to
the struggle for press freedom.

In this, a Pakistan Federal
Union of Journalists (PFUJ)
Fetitinn on press freedom be-

ore the Supreme Court could
play a pivotal role. Initiated by
the PFUJ through its president
Abdul Hameed Chapra against
the Government nll? Pakistan
and the Ministry of Interior
(along with two other respon-
dents), the petition seeks a
striking down of the coercive
Eﬂvemmtnt practices that have
indered and continue to hin-
der A press freedom. The huge

-

support that this cause has
gained indicates that "people
are desperate to keep and
strengthen democratic institu-
tiornis,” says the PFUJ's counsel
and the well-known human
rights lawyer, Asma Jahangir,

The PFUJ's Constitutional
Petition No, 9 of 1999 asks the
Supreme Court to "direct the re-
spondents not to interfere with
the freedom of the press by
mala fide and undue harass-
ment of the members of the
press... (and) not to interfere in
any professional work of the
newspapers of Jang group or
any other publication.”

Besides harassment, other
government controls over the
media which have long been the
bane of journalists are sought
to be removed, These include
the abolition of the Ministry of
Information itself, which has
been described as a "burden on
the exchequer and being an in-
strumernt of repression and dis-
semination of misinforma-
tion.” The petition adds; "In the
alternative, direct the said re-
spondents to make <clear laws
governing the subject of infor-
mation, press and publications
consistent with constitutional
rights."

The Government does not
need a Supreme Court directive
io abolish the Ministry - in fact
this was a promise made by the
Pakistan Muslim League
(Nawaz Sharif] in its election
manifesto of 1996-97. Ironi-
cally, Mushahid Hussain. a re-
spected former editor and ar-
dent supporter of a {ree press,
heads the much-maligned Min-
istry.

The petition seeks an equi-
table policy "for a just distribu-
tion" of government advertise-
ments to newspapers. The "ar-
bitrary withholding of govern-
ment advertisements,” it
pleads. should be declared "vi-
olative of Articles 18, 19 & 25 of
the Constilution”. The pelilion

seeks a Supreme Courl directive
to the Governmem and the In-
lerior Ministry "lo allow proper
access for journalists to all gov-
ernmgntall records and the
records of subordinate offices
and authorities so0 as to enable
them to perform their functions
effectively and properly.” It also
seeks a new law to allow jour-
nalists "access to public
records” and till such time as
this is provided and a well-de-
fined and equitable policy is
laid down, it says, "the Supreme
Court should lay down pringci-
ples regarding journalists ac-
cess to official records.”

Lack of access to such
records is a major factor in ef-
forts to control the press; jour-
nalists are often forced to re-
sort to underhand methods to
obtain information which
should be a matter of public
record. The PFUJ also plans to
include a plea against govern-
ment control over the elec-
tronic media. according to
Chapra. Several people and or-
ganisations are lending support
to the journalists’ orpanisation.
Among them is the rock band
Junoon, which has been banned
from Pakistan Television after
the group made what the Gov-
ernment considers to be anti-
Pakistan remarks during a tour
of India. Junocon guitarist
Salman Ahmed, who visited
journalists on a token hunger
strike at the Lahore Press Club.
expressed the group's solidarity
with journalists in any efforts
10 end government control over
the media.

Former Minister for Infor-
mation Javed Jabbar said: "Ra-
dio stations and television

channels should have the Iree-
dom to originate their own po-
litical content such as news and
current affairs programmes.”
Currently with lormer Presi-
dent Faro Leghari's Millat
Party, which has come out
strongly in support of the press,
Jabbar had filed a case in 1996
in the Supreme Courl to achieve
this end. His co-petitioner was
Dr, Mubashir Hasan, lormer
Finance Minister and now pres-
ident of the Punjab unit of Mur-
taza Bhutto's Pakistan People's
Party (SB). and a leading expo-
nent of India-Pakistan cooper-
ation and people-to-people dia-
logue.

Jabbar; who authored Mass
Media Laws and Regulations in
Pakistan [Asian Media and
Communication Information
Centre, 1998). is also the con-
vener of the Citizens Media
Commission, which was set up
in 1997 as "an independent fo-
rum for the analysis of media-
related laws, policies, issues
and media content from a pub-
lic interest perspective.”

Last year. the CMC declared |,

February 14 of each year as

Electronic Media Freedom Day
to mark the anniversary of the
day the Caretaker Governinent
ol President Farooq Leghari
promulgated the Electronic
Media Regulatory Authority
Ordinance, 1997. which lapsed
in June that year, "Several or-
ganisations in other South
Asian countries have expressed
an inlerest in taking this day up
too,"” Jabbar says.

Another important law
romulgated by the Caretaker
overnmerit was the  Freedom

of Information Ordinance,
1997. Although both ordi-
nances have their  drawbacks,
they were important first steps
in the direction of making me-
dia in Pakistan free, and
could have been the basis for
improved legislation in this
area.

"Every secretary was hostile
to the idea," recalled Najam
Sethi, Editor of The Friday
Tirmes, who was interviewed for
the weekly The Netws on Sunday
for a Special Report on freedom
of information ("Who Needs to
Know", May 11, 1997). Sethi,
who was adviser on Political
Affairs and Accountability 1o
the Caretaker Prime Minister,
and a member of the Cabinet
Committee which drafted the
ordinance. stated: "All bureau-
crats hate the press. All sorts of
roadblocks were set up on one
pretext or another, Every Min-
istry wanted to shield its
records fronr the press... I'm not
exactly sanguine about the feel-
ings harboured by the PML
Government towards the press.
notwithstanding the presence
of a former journalist in the
Cabinet. | think we are in for a
long haul.”

His misgivings, like those of
many others, have unfortu-
naiely proved correct. The long
haul conlinues, but the cause of
a free-press has only been
boosted by the Government's
high-handedness and hostility
- lor instance. its foot-dragging
over the release of newsprint to
Jang in defiance of Lthe Supreme
Court’'s order ol February 1 and
the manhandling ol journalists
who protested against this.

~ In Lahore, the newly formed
Committee for a Free Press
(CFP), comprising senior jour-
nalists from various publica-
tionis, has vowed to pursue Lhe
issues of press freedom in Pak-
istan. On February 3, respond-
ing to a call by the CFP. some
5.000 journalists {the numbers
were duly played down by some

governmenl controls o

rival newspapers), political and
human rights activists, trade
unionists, lawyers, artists and
members of non-governmental
organisations staged a protest
march.

“This show of strength was
unprecedented,” commented
veleran  journalist Aziz

Mazhar, convener of the CFP,
On February 12, the CFP an-
nounced the end ol the token
hunger strikes, which were
launched on February 4 at the
Lahore Press Club and which
were later taken up by press
clubs in cities all over the coun-
try including Multan, Hyder-
abad, Rawalpindi-Islamabad
and Peshawar. Making the an-
nouncement, the CFP de-
mmanded the withdrawal of var-
ious controls over the press
(including government contrel
over newsprint iinports), the
abolition of the Ministry of In-
formation, the removal of stale
control over the electronic e-

dia, and the setting up of a

comnmitiee to ensure equitable
distribution of government ad-
vertisements.

The cause has been openly
and voeally taken up by the All
Parties Conference, one of
whose rallies in Islamabad on
February 13, led by PPP leader
Benazir Bhutto, was viciously
atltacked by the police, causing
injuries to several senfor Oppo-
sition politicians,

All political parties except
the ruling PML(N) have come
tegether on the issue of press
freedom as many parties did
for the first time, last vear
when opposing Nawaz Sharifs
Consltitutional Amendment 15,
the Shariat Bill}, and this is ev-
ident from the mammoth ‘Press
Freedom Marches', organised
by Lhe All Parties Press Free-
dom Commitlee in Karachi and
Islamabad-Rawalpindi on
February 8. Using the oecasion
to pull herself further out of the
political isolation she has heen
in danger of slipping inlo, Be-
nazir Bhutto demanded that
the
electronic media be lifted. "The
unilateral propaganda {on the
electronic media) against the
elected representatives and the
political parties should be
stopped forthwith," a resolu-
tion passed at the rally stated.

However, as has been noted
by more than one observer, the
Opposition parties which are
champions of press freedom
now, and become its enemies
once they are in power - a
shameless shift of position that
the two Governments of Be-
nazir Bhutto were also guilty of.

Thal the state will stop at
nothing to teach its adversaries
a lesson is reflected in the sedi-
tion cases registered in Karachi
on Januvary 28 apgainst Mir
Shakilur Rehman and the edi-
tors ol the newspapers dailies
Aman and Parcham for print-
ing advertisements (on January
1) by the Muttahida Quami
Movement (MQM] seeking do-
nations to tund for the families
of viclims of police excesses,
Bul this is nothing new. People
still remember the sedition case
that was instituted in 1992 by
the [irst Nawaz Sharif Gov-
ernment against The News of
Rawalpindi, for publishing a
poem against Lhe cooperatives
scandal. The Government had
to relract. egg on its face, alter
having over-reacted as it has
once again, and as it doubtless
will yet again — unless journal-
ists and other citizens unite on
a common platform to ensure
that this can never happen.
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Sonia Looks Fairly Involved

U.P. Congress chief pulls off major victory with Gandhi visit, writes Sharat
Pradhan from Lucknow

TTAR Pradesh Congress
c¢hief Salman Khurshid's

-+ untiring efforts to revive
a disorganised, divided and de-
funct party in India's polili-
cally most important state have
been systematically thwarted
hly lurees, not [rom anywhere
else bul from within,

Far from lauding the initia-
tive ol the dynamic young
leader, who has been virtually
slogging: day in and day oul
traversing the length and
breadth of this sprawling state,
his detractors within the
Congress party have been out Lo
run him down. Whether it was
for his lailure to give the partv a
committee of ollice-bearers or
for his modern way of running
the organisation, Khurshid was
always at tlie receiving end,

No wonder then there was
scepticism when Khurshid set
cut Lo invite party president
Sonia Gandhi to address a rally
in Lucknow, The lact that the
Congress party har nol held
such an event for the past five
years only added to the irony of
the situation,

The last madjor Congress
rally here was organised by
former federal minister Kalp-
nath Rai with then Prime Min-
ister P.V, Narasimha Rao as the
chief speaker.

Since then, much water had
Howed down the Gomti river.
The Congress party has been
reduced to virtual non-exis-
tence. Even in the last parlia-
mentary and state Assembly
electionts, when Sonia Gandhi
wernil on a whirlwind tour of dif-
terenit parts of the state, she
lailed to draw crowds in most
places. Barring Varanasi and
Amethi. the latter a favoured
conslituency with the Nehru-
Ganvthi family, former Prithe
Minister Rajiv Gandhi's widow
could not draw sizeable crowds.

Sonia Gandhi had then
avoided Lucknow, where in-

cumbent Prime Minister Atail
Behari Vajpayee was getting all
sel Lo stage a return for another
term in the Lok Sabha; Lower
House of Parliamment. Even as
she visited the neighbouring
constituency in rural Lucknow
{wice during the course of her
campaign, she skirted Lucknow
City.

It was no wonder therefore
that all eyes were set on Gand-
his arrival in Lucknow on
February 21. It was going to be
nol merely a test of Khurshid's
organising capabilities, bul
also that of determining the
Congress president's popularity
i Lthestate capital. With 85 par-
llamenlary seats [rom the slate,

Luckiiow his alwavs ikl a na-
jor uupact on pnalional politics.

The tity was agog with 1u-
mours that Khurshid's own par-
tymen were more busy in sabo-
taging the show than lending
him a helping hand in making
it a suecess Significantly, help
came from the most unexpected
guarters. Congress veterarn
Narayan Dutt Tiwari: whom
Khurshid had virtually written
ofl lor the past few yvears: came
oul in suppert of the young
leader while Mohsina Kidwai,
another senior party leader,
also pumped in all her re-
SoUrres,

Many like Pramod Tiwari
and his supporters like
Akhilesh Das, the former Luc-
know Mayor and now Rajya
Sabha or Upper House of Par-
lament member, were highly
visible on posters, but observers
failed to find any other active
part by them.

Young R.P.N. Singh, the new
state Youth Congress chiel, left
no stone unturned to reactivate
a "dead” unil and mobilise the
yaund-orowd Lo converge at Lue-
Kivw s Begum Hazrat Mahal
f'-e”'k-

Notl ouly did the orgiiiisers

For the same-cause (country): We're nol going to commil suicide; are wwoe?

manage to ensure a packed
Hazrat Mahal Park to its
100,000 capacity. but what -
pressed all was the crowd's
spoilaneity. The speeches did
evoke repeated applause and
supportive slogan-shouting.

Sonia's [S5-minute ‘address
focussed directly on "commu-
nalism”™ and “casleism”,
whereby she made it clear that
her party was equally averse to
the Bharativa Janata Party
(BJP) and the so-valled "third-
force” under Samajwadi Party
(SF] chiel Mulayam Singh Ya-
dav's tutelage: |

And-clearly, if the BJP looks
worried over the beginning of
ihie resurgence ol the country’s
oldest party, former state Chief
Minister Yadav is no less jittery
over what he obviously fears as
a drilt of the Muslim vote to-
wardls the Congress. 1t was this
vote thal Yadav had taken for

ranted ever since he ordered
iring on Lhe vielent Hindu fun-
damenialist groups that had
firs1 stormed the Babri mosgue
a1l Ayodhya in 1930, two years
before its eventual demolition,

Thereafter, i[ Avoedhya re-
mained Lhe goose that laid
golden eggs for the BJP, it was
also an issue that got Mulayam
Singh Yadav his Muslim vote
bank, In the absence of an al-
ternative, Muslims coniinued
to respond faveurably to Yadav
lor cight long vears. But the im-
pressive perlonmance of the
Congress in three stutes where
i rode W power to Jast Novem-
ber's Assenibly elections not
only gave the national party
leadership a boost, but alse en-
thused ils cadres in
Pradesh.

Khurshid's appoeintment as
siale Congress president and
Mohsina Kidwai's return Lo ac-
thor polities,  preceded by
Liavredhi’s publie apelegy the
Lentgress passive role i the
Babri temalition. combined

Uttar -

with the disillusionment of a
section ol the Muslim masses
with Yadav. seemed to bring
some change in the mingrity
ritood,

That ‘even Yadav fears the
loss of some of ithe Muslimn sup-
poit which he enjoyed en bloc
for several years was reflected
in his oft-repeated frontal at-
tack on Khurshid ever since the
latter assumed charge of the
state Congress. What began to
irk Yaday was Khurshid's re-
lusal to recognise the impor-
tance ol the Samajwadi Party
chief like somie state Conpress
leaders, including Pramod Ti-
warl, have been doing ever the
past.

And once Khurshid declared
his decision te take on both the
BJP and the SP, he became Ya-
dav's number ane political foe,
This was followed by Yadav re-
ferring to Khurshid as a "BJP
agent”, to which the latter rcial-
iated and described him as to-
day's "Jinnah," referring to
Muhammed Ali Jinnah, Pak-
istan’s founder,

Gandhi ratilied the state
Congress chief’s view when she
lashed out at the BJP and the SP
with equal force: Even though
the text of her speech was tai-
lored to her typical straight-
jacket style, there was a
marked difference in her ora-
tory. Thus, to the amazement of
tveryone, she lald the right
stresses and strains te get her
point across foreelully and
mure convinciagly than usual.

It was no mean achievement
that an impressive gathering,
looking fairly invelved, heard

‘the Italy-born daughter-in-law

of the Gandhi family with rapt
allention. And as for the party,
it was clearly one major stride
dlicad to begin nurturing
dreams of returning to the helm
ol affairs of the state, L
— [ANS

Nothing is Easy at the

Valley of Dispute

Aziz Siddiqui is of the opinion that India has truly set against any outside
| auspices in its disputes with Pakistan

ETTING the Indians even
- to mention Kashmir in
mutual exchanges has
been held up as achievement
enoungh b successive
overnments Kerei It has been
aunted as a badge of success.
That speaks for the obduracy of
the Indians. It speaks for the
limits of our own capability
also,

There is doubtless a slight
difference now. The Kashmiris'
own struggle, nuclearization of
the subcontinent and certain
global factors have contributed
to the presence of the conflict
getting recognized more than in
several years in the past. They
have even added an edge of ur-
gency comparable to the early
'60s.

The factor of the Kasmiri
struggle should not however be
exaggerated. The sacrifices the
fighters have been making are
beyond question. but any as-
sumption that they have driven
the t of the Indian army to
the wall, as supposedly hap-
pened in the case of the Soviets
in Afghanistan, overstates the
point. The Indians cannot like
the position they are caught in.
It does no good to the morale of
the army or the credibility of
the [ndian state. Yet New Delhi
has by no means reached the
end of its political tether. nor
seems likely to in a long time.
No cost in its view can be too
heavy for h on,

But the struggle becomes im-
portant when joined with the
other factors. The end of the
cold war left only one super-
player in the field, which has
since been keen to and rear-
range the world in its critical
paris. There is no one now to
challenge its effort nor its per-
ceptions of its global interests.

South Asia has been ore of
those critical parts. In the ear-
lier phase too. India-Pakistan
relations have never aliogether
been without outside elements
gla}ﬂ'ng a Tole in the chemistry,

}rtdeslgn or default, actively or
not.

Mr Clinton is known to have
been eager to dig his hands into
South Asia following his suc-
cess - such as it was - in the
Middle East and Bosnia. Before
his re-election he had placed
this region on his agenda for
the second term. His own prob-
lems at home hobbled him a bit
after that but the nuclear tests
of last May apparently revived
and quickened his interest. [t is

fair to assume that the round of
talks Mr Strobe Talbott and
others had been having with the
Indian and Pakistani officials
were as much about future rela-
tions between these countries as
about their respective nuclear
programimes.

India has been firmly set, it
Is true, against any outside
auspices in its dispute with
Pakistan. There is no reason to
believe that it has been or will
be open to any behind-the-scene
ressure either, But then in the
ind of world this has come to
be, il is not possible even for In-
dia, in some ways specially for
India, given its circumstances
and its aspirations, to totally
ignore the American presence.
More so if that presence is in-
clined in a direction not alto-
gether contrary to the totality
of its own larger, longer term
interests and there is a possibil-
ity of inducing a better frame of
mind all round. That is under-
standable. And, with qualifica-
tions, also perhaps sensible.
However to see a wider desire

for a resolution of the Kashmir
issue 1s one thing, to assume
that there is also a wish or a
likelihood of the resolulion
being after the Pakistani heart
15 quite another. It is even con-
trary to all evidence,
__Pakistan's official position
has remained fixed on the UN
resolution, which prescribes a
unitarian plebiseite for the
whole state of Jammu and
Kashmir. Public posture has
often to remain maximalist
and appear 1o be based on prin-
ciples. Bul far-sighted govern-
ments also prepare for fall-
back positions. Has ours been
considering any feasible alter-
lnatives in its inner councils?
When you offer negotiations,
you also commit yourself to
comproinises, to some give-
and-take. How much of give is
our ceiling and how much of
take our bottom line?

The foreign office ought to
have done some hard thinking
on this. There has almost been
no serious debate among the
public. The official publicity
prepares the ple for no soft-
ening of the line. All the grop-
ing that has been done has
mostly been by outsiders. And
whenever any suggestions have
been offered they have been
seized upon by the army of ex-
perts and torn to pieces. We are
all rejectionists. It is possible to
be thal and also be logical. But

rejectionists never En {o the ne-
gotiating table; and il the logi-
cians do, they never succeed,
One of the oulsiders who did
some honesl. practical think-
ing on the subject was Alistaire
Lamb, perhaps one of (he
acutest and most hard-workiiig
ol scholars on the border issues

of India, Pakistan and China. -

In his Incomplele Partition he
offters a formula for a settle-
meril. It is based on the stated
assumption Lthal India recog-
nises the creation of Pakistan
and, as a corollary, is agreeable
to a fair resolution of a dispute
born of that creation. It takes
into consideration both the
original terms of the 1947 par-
tition and the realities of today.

The proposal rules out a uni-
tarian plebiscite. lL.adakh and
Jamimu it presumes will belong
where they now do, except for
minor adjustments. They are
non-Muslim save for the Kargil
area, and therefore outside the

» rre-condition of being 'contigu-

ofis Muslim territories’. The
Muorthern Areas it puts out of all
coltention. It did not really be-
long to the princely state and
Pakistan was wrong to have
kept regarding it as part of the
disputed territory. It should
have fully integrated it.

Thal leaves the Valley and
Azad Kashmir. For these Lamb
suggests a solution like Andorra
on the borders of France and
Spain. These should be au-
tonomous territories, with
their own local governmenis
and with their defence and for-
elgn affairs in the hands respec-
tively of India and Pakistan.
There should be ease of travel

for the Kashmiris across their
Border.

It is possible to punch any
number of holes in this. But
that Is just one idea to varia-
tions on when and if it will be

" time to cast for alternatives.

Courtesy : The Dawn of Pak-
istan

Sailing with Vajpayee is
No Joke

Naidu had to support Bihar motion to ensure political survival, reports
Mohammed Siddiq from Hyderabad

EHIND the Telugu Desam
BPurt}f‘s [TDP's) last-

mmute decision to sail
with Prime Minister Alal Be-
hari Vajpayee's governmetit on
the proclamation of President's
rule in Bihar was hard political
logic.

Even though it meant going
back on the party's consistent
stand against Article 356 of the
Constitution which provides
for imposition of President's
rule, TDP leader and Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister Nara
Chandrababu Naidu had to en-
sure that Vajpayee stays in of-
lice at least Lill the end of the
year,

When the 11 members of the
TDP (excluding Speaker G.M.C.
Balavogi) voted in the Lok
Sabha in favour of the resolu-
tion ratilying imposition of
President's rule in Bihar. his-
tory of sorts was created, It was
for the lirst time in the 17 years
ol TDP's existence that the
parly supported the use of Arti-
¢le 356,

It was the "[ear of the
Congress"' that finally won over
the TDP's anti-Article 356
stand, one party leader con-
fessed on condition of
anonymity. "The [ear of the
Congress proved stronger than
our commitment 1o oppose Ar-
licle 356," the senior leader told
IANS,

Obviously bitter and un-
happy over the decision, he said
support to the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP)-led coalition on the
issue was not in accordance
with the prevailing mood in the
party. He disclosed that during
the week-long consultations
within the party, Naidu was
warned by many that support to
President's rule in Bihar would
be disastrous for the TDP in the
long run.

Righl since it was lounded by
former Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister Nandamuri Taraka
Ramma Rao -- better known as
NTR -- in 1983, the TDP has
counsistently opposed Article
356. NTR had dlg‘.scrihed it as a
Lhreat to the federal structure of
the country and advocated its
repeal,

NTR's conviclion becanie
stronger when his 20-month-
old government became its vic-
Lim in Auglust 1984 at the behest
of then Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi. Naidu, current TDP

president, was instrumental in

Organising a massive uprising
in the state over the dismjssal
of NTR's government at the
time, '

As recently as January 22,
the TDI had stuck to its wanti-
Article 356 stand when Andhra
Pradesh Finance Minister P.
Ashok Gajpati Raju told the In-
ler-State Council meeting in
New Delhi tha! his party was
ideovlogically opposed to the
continuation of tge article.

Bul Naidu realised that il the
resolution on Bihar fell
through, it would culminate in
the collapse of the year-long Va-
lpayee government sooner
rather than later. [t was re-
Enrted that Vajpayee himself

ad told Naidu that if the reso-
lution was defeated. he would
resign. It meant that in such an
eventuality. the Congress would
be the sole beneficiary.

One thing Naidu fears most
at this juncture is an early gen-
eral election or a Congress gov-
ernment coming to power at the
Centre when Andhra Pradesh is
lo go to the polls towards the
end of the year. TDP sources
said Naidu's own assessment (s
that if the general and state
elections are held too close to-

f.{{'.thm! or simultaneoushy, it
would be disastrous for his
party, TDP leaders felt the na-
tionnl elections could be
marked by a pro-Congress wave
which would overwhelm whal-
ever leelings people in Andhra
Pradesh may have for the Naidu
government's good work.

“If the Lok Sabha elections
are held along with the Assem-
hly elections in the state, we
have had it,” exclaimed one
worried senior TDP leader. In
both the elections. he said. peo-
ple will vote it a sumilar way
and he Congress will benefit
Irom il because in the next Lok
Sabha elections people may
prefer 1o have one-party rule
and preter 1o give the Congress
once again a chance. That
thinking would be reflected in
the state election.

The only way to avoid it. the
TDP leaders felt, is o ensure
that another national election
is not held beiore the Assembly
poll. For this the TDP would
like to see the Vajpayee gov-
ernment in office at least till
the end of this year. Support to
President's rule in Bihar was
the resull of that compulsion,
observers here felt.

That the decision was moti-
vated entirely by the rivalry
with the Congress party was
clear from the statement issued
by the TDP immediately after
the voting. The lengthy state-
ment charged the Congress
party with somersaulting on its
earlier stand regarding the use
of Article 356 in its quest for
power. "This obviously is' a
clear display of its power-mon-
gering, political expediency,
opportunism and lack of prin-
cipled stand,” il said,

The statement. prepared at a

meeting of the TDP pelitburo, -

offered live reasons for support
lo the Bibar niotion. Describin

the decision as a "reluctant an

painful” one. the party said it
was taken to provide protection
to Dalits in Bihar, prevent Lhe
Congress {from coming to power,
block the evil designs ol the
Congress tn destabilise the
Centre. avoid forcing the nation
into anoether election and to
serve the lirger national inter-

S he TDP noted the Congress
party liad earlier stated that the
government of Chiel Minister
Rabri Devi had lest its moral
right to rule, hut ihen it opposed
the Hihar motion, "Lack of con-
cern atl commitmerit o the
cause ol Dalits for Congress is
abundantly evident, Congress
talking about principles on Ar-
ticle 356 is like the devil quot-
ing the scriptures. In its long
yvears of rule at the Centre, the
Congress invoked ‘Article 356
any number of times purely for
partisan pelitical purposes,” it
said.

The opposition in Andhra
Pradesh is bound to gain politi-
cal mmileage [rom the TDP's
stand on the Bihar metion.
NTR's widow Lakshmi Par-
vathy and his son Nandamuri
Harikrishna, both of whom
head splinter TDP groups, have
said Naidu had once again be-
trayed the TDP fnunder'g ideals
by supporting Article 356.

Thgpfeftngaﬂies. which sev-
ered their decade-old alliance
with the TDP last year, are an-
gry that Naidu had gone farther
away [rom them in national
politics. The Congress party has
said i1 has once again "expose”
the inmunoral and unprincipled
politics practised by Naidu. an
acknowledged master ol re-
alpolitik.
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