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Talking soft over talks

By Nazmul Ashraf and Rezaul Karim

The Opposition has asked
the government to create “an
atmosphere conducive 10 nego-
tiation™ in the wake of a ruling

they found no reason to respond

to the government invitation,
On Monday, Prime Minister

Sheikh Hasina talked 1o iwo

US assistant secretarvy of
state jor South Asian airs
Karl Inderfurth made a state-
ment in Washington on

The BNP leader *fully en-
dorsed” the EU statement but
said “solution to the current
crisis is not enough, consensus

given in the past did not produce
any results, _

_ Asked on the government of-
ter, Jatiya Party presidium

GGarst is now ours

US founder of
RIHD made

" hon. citizen

The government has con-

party proposal for a dialogue BNP heavyweights -- former fi- Wednesday, calling upon the, on some vital national issues js member Kazi Firoz Rashid told 9
aimed at ensuring all parties’ nance minister M. Saifur Rah- “Bran lades prnlitif:agl leaders to essential to restore the Politinal The daily Star that his part {Eg eﬂ},gﬂj?aﬁ&nryr %ﬁﬁgﬂ“ a?;::
in | :

participation in the upcoming
upazila and city corporation
polls.

BNP says the government is
not sincere about it, alleging
that there has not been any
“formal and specific” offer.

"We did not find their pro-
posal a concrete and sincere one
... We can only consider a spe-

man and party secretary Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan -- at the
Bangabhaban during a banquet
hosted by the President for the
D-8 summiteers.

The following day, Telecom-
munieations Minister Moh-
ammad Nasim Bhnned Bhuiyan
to invite the BNP to a dialogue,

Bhuiyan described it as a

their ditferences”™,

" "Accomimodation. not con-
frontation, is essential for eco-
ngmic growth and prosperity.”
Inderfurth told the House of I%—
lernational Relations Sub-
Committee on Asia and the Pa-
cific,

The same day, the European

peaceful means to resolve

stability in the country”,

In this regard, he accused the
government of continuing re-
pression on the Oppaosition.
“The government wiﬁ have to
shun the politics of confronta-
tion and practise tolerance and
democracy,”

_ BNP's shifting emphasis is
further explained by its focus

did not get any such proposal.
But he said his party was de-
termined not to go for any talks
untless the municipal polls were
annulled, The JP leader termed
the government move "simply a
political stunt”.
Jamaat-e-Islami leader
ATM Azharul Islam declined to
commment on the issue as, he

for his outstanding service to
the distressed humanity, re-
ports UNB. '

Home Secretary Shafiur
Rahman formally awarded the
citizenship and handed over
Bangladesh Passport to him at
g function at his office yester-

ay..

cific proposal for dialogue and  “courtesy” phone call. "Nasim Union, an important develop- ©n stopping “large-scale re- - said, his party was ignorant of |

it can ¢ place only when the wanted to know if something ment partner of Bangladesh. pression on BNP activists and  the move, Dr Garst came here in 1972
guvemmt:nl creates a conducive can be _dﬂn{: to end the govern- Expr_ESEEd Serious Concerns ulitical EHEES". which is fEll' BNP sources said the pElI‘t}F at the eall ﬂr B ﬁbandhu'tu
atmosphere for it.” BNP secre- ment-opposition conflict. 1  about the country’s deteriorat- rom the key issue of the Febru-  secretary general came under | (.- 1o injﬁredanfrge&dnm fight-

tary general Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan said yesterday.

Government leaders only
contacted their BNP counter-
parts to make the offer for dis-
cussions.

The latest remarks from the
BNP leader represent a soften-
ing stand as the party had been
demanding scrapping of munic-
ipal polls resuits as a precondi-
tion to any dialogue.

BNFP's partners in the four-

then insisted that the govern-
ment accept our demands and
creale an  atmosphere for
talks,” he told a group of re-
porters at the Opposition lead-

er's Minto Road official resi-

derice yesterday evening.
Meanwhile, dipiomalic
pressures are mounting on both
sides to go for a negotiated set-
tlement of the political stand-
ofl. which miay have forced the
governmenl 1o propose for a di-

ing political situation. "Iif polit-
ical viplence and intolerance
should continue. foreign trade
and investment will be nega-
tivelv alfected and collabora-
tion i development will neces-
sarily suffer to the detriment of
all,” said an EU statement re-
leased in Germany, the current
chair of the 15-nation Brussels-
based grouping.

The EU also urged all politi-
cal parties to resolve their dif-

ary 23-25 municipal polls the
opposition parties boycotted.

Bhuiyan also said he blamed
the AL leader for “tactfully
keeping the BNP out of the mu-
nicipal elections.

Nasim has also confirmed
that Bhuiyan raised the issue of
“increasing number of political
cases against the partymen’.
The AL leader said he requested
the BNP leader to submit a list
of such cases for consideration

criticism for lalking to the AL
emissary, Some of the party
leaders advised the secretary
not Lo talk to anybody. other
than his counterpart, in the rul-
ing party.

Meanwhile, the opposition
liaison committee is due to
meet this afternoon to discuss
their new course of action. “The
commitiee is unlikely to go for
tough street agitation in the
current month as the nearly

ers.

Initially, he treated the free-
dom fighters at the Shaheed
Suhrawardi Hospital, Later, he
set up the Pongu Hospital and
Rehagilitatiun enire with the
active cooperation of Banga-
bandhu. -_

He became the first honor
prt:éiﬁct director of the hospita
and served till 1981 taking only

Honouring a friend

Bart-},r opposition combine alogue and the BNP to demand  ferences in Parliament and  ©f Lhe government. month-long SSC examinations | Tk one as honorarium from the  Dr Garst being presented with a crest at the Muktijodha
lunily refuse to entertain the only "the creation of an atmo- “through other legitimate But Bhuiyan remains un- began yesterday,” a liaison | Bangladesh governument. Kalyan Trust yesterday — Star Photo: AKM Mohsin
plea for talks. Until yesterday, sphere” [or ii. © ways”. | convinced saying such lists commitee member said. | | "

Hasina puts repatriation on the table

Pakistan Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina for the ilnint ap- ftionissue that came up for dis-  ing them for indefinite period., stranded Pakistanis, he said. w61 to become the next BGMEA  president won 405 __ tlhélgz mﬂnﬁméhe total
Nawaz Sharif yesterday re- peal with Pakistan for funds. cussion had yielded some posi- she said. adding, some houses have also president as all' 27 candidates The final results of the elec- " Professor Ali Ashraf, Mp
quested Bangladesh to launch a Frior 10 his departure for live results, officials present Sharif recalled his earlier  been constructed for them. ror his panel were leading tions were after com-  the head of the Election Board.
joint appeal to the interma-  Pakistan in the afternoon. during the meeting later told  efforts on the issue when he was —_— : cmwincingﬁr according to re- pletion of counting of votes told re rters that the 9am-
tional world. particularly the Sharif had talks with Hasina at  hewsmen. Prime Minister of Pakistan in tHniag, thentaned fo her | oS e e il midnight  early this moming ~ 5pm ended peacefully.
Muslim countries, to provide the VVIP lounge of Zia Interna- 1991-92 and said that as a re- [ aKistani counterpart thﬂ m.j_ asl night, . | Voting took pla;:c yesterda i peacelully.. ,
funds for the repatriation of tional Airport. Hasina, raising the issue of sult some stranded Pakistanijs . -1°¢ bsﬁlance B-at?_gladeah h:as Results from more than 1100 simultaneously in Dhaka am:)l' The joint panel of Forum-
stranded Pakistanis here, re- During the inlormal talks repatriation of the stranded were repatriated. bem} tacing for EE?EYHI SERIS MY | worey <p far tabulated out of Chittagong to elect a new 27- Sammilita Parishad led 'hj""-"'
ports UNB. o for over an hour, the two lead- Pakistanis. said the matter is He informed that the gov- the lield of bilateral trade. 1886 showed the Sinha-led member executive committee of Anisur Rahman Sinha and R\

_ The process of repatriation  ers discussed various bilateral ending for a long time and has  ernment of Pakistan had ap- in 1897-98 Bangladesh im- | panel was heading for a land- BGMEA or Bangladesh Garment rul Huq Sikder was ted
is very exgcnsive and it requires  issues, including the repalria- gecume a humanitarian con-  puinted a commissioner tb deal  pourted goods worth 80.20 mil- | : |

some 400 million US dollars,
he said while requesting
Bangladesh Prime Minister

tion of some 250.000 stranded
PaKistanis,

Ceril.
Bangladesh with its lirnited

with the subject. Twelve dis-
tricts of Punjab have been ear-

liornt US dollars Irom Pakistan
while its export was 44.77 mil-

Sinha hea

Anisur Rahman Sinha was

slide, BGMEA sources said.
According to one source. the
Sinha-backed candidates pot

ds for BGMEA victo

By Monjur Mahmud

nents led by the incumbent

Manufacturers” and Exporters
Association for a two-year
term.

against the - Sammilita
Parishad led by Mostafa Golum
ddus, the incumbent presi-

F

i i 2 0, % a
I'he long-standing repatria- resources cannol go on support- mmarked for setitlement of th lion doll he said 611 ] " and th 5 1.886 t t of BGMEA.
- a CSOUrCES € 0 0n suppo e 10 ars, she said. | panel votes™ and the oppo- ome 1, voters, more ent o
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