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Introduction

1. Bangladesh Rifles (BDR)
has been playing a
significant role in guarding
the sovereignty of the
motherland over long 4,487
kKilometres border. In
addition to protecting
border and performing anti-
smuggling duties, this force
has successfully been able
to earn the confidence of
the people by helping civil
administration in
maintaining internal peace
and security and rendering
valuable services to the
affected people during
natural calamities.

2. This force emerged as
'‘Ramgarh Local Battalion’
In 1795. Since then, though
the main role of this force
has remained unchanged,
its dress, name and
location have changed
number of times. New
responsibilities have also
been included into its area
of activities. The
predecessors of this force
established their first camp
In this lash-green
Peelkhana as 'Special
Reserve Company® in
1879.

3. This force has
demonstrated highest
standard of heroism in the
Liberation War in 1971.
j hundred and
nineteen riflemen made
their supreme sacrifices
“and won 2 Bir Shreshtha,
08 Bir Uttam, 32 Bir Bikram
and 78 Bir Protik gallantry
award.

4. Since independence,
Rifles personnel engaged
themselves in rebuilding
"Sonar Bangla" with a new
zeal and enthusiasm. On
03 March 1972, it was
renamed as 'Bangladesh
Rifles'. A new 3 colours
printed camouflaged
uniform was introduced for
this force in 1997.

Success of BDR
Border Protection

5. Apart from guarding the
iInternational border BDR
also protects the life and
property of people living in
the border area from
external threat. In the
recent past, BDR has
successfully dealt with a
number of border disputes.
It could prevent illegal push
in of Bengali speaking
Indian people, trafficking of
women and children to a
great extent, recovered
arms in the process of
preventing smuggling and
substantially contributed in
the on going peace process
in Chittagong Hill Tracts.

6. Last year, a number of
incidents of border violation
by BSF took place
threatening the lives and
properties of Bangladeshi
nationals. BDR members
took prompt actions in all
these incidents ensuring
safety of the lives and
properties of the
Bangladeshi nationals
living in the border areas.
Number of BDR soldiers
died or injured in those
incidents.

Demarcation of Border

7. About 49 Kilometers
border remained
undemarcated between
Bangladesh and India
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since long. Out of that, in 1996, 4250 KM was
demarcated. But in that demarcated area itwas possible to
erect pillars only for 7 KM area. During the DG level
conference of October 98, it was agreed that the border
demarcation and construction of piliars will be completed

by the on going field season i.e. by May ‘99. The work is
Now under progress.

Resisting of Push in attempt of BSF

8. Since March 1998, the BSF have been tryin
large number of Bengalf-speaking Fpemple to
unethically. Till 15 February 99, B :
ﬁ:_ush in 644 Ee?fle through the border at various points.
he vigilant BDR soldiers with the assistance of Patrintlc
bordering people successfully resisted and foiled the BSF
attempt of pushingin.
Anti-Smuggling Operations

9. Smuggling is a serious socio-economic problem for
Bangladesh which seriously affects our normal economy.
It also hinders industrial development of the country whic
Is severely detrimental to the overall development of the
country.

10. Last year BDR took a number of effective and realistic
steps to strengthen anti-smugeglin activities. From 1st
January '98 to 31 December '98, BDR seized contraband
items worth of Tk. 131,79,76,613/- and arrested 1323
Fersons for smuggling. 28,157 Cases were filed by BDR in
his connection.

Recovery of Arms/Ammunition

11. From January to December'98, the members of BDR
recovered 58 arms of various types, 556 ammunitions. 12
bombs/explosives in different anti-smuggling operations.
21 Persons were arrested in this regard.

Seizure of Narcotics

12. In 1998, BDR personnel seized 1,12.758 bottles of
gh nsidil, 37,488 bottles of wine, 3 kg 199 gms of heroin,
452 kg 46 gms of Ganja and 500 gms of Vangh.

Checking of lllegal Trafficking of Women and Children

13. In 1998, BDR members recovered 436 women. 317
children from the clutches of illegal traffickers in Jessore,
Sathkhira, Dinajpur, Lalmonirhat areas. In these
operations, 1,009 traffickers were arrested.

BDRin Internal Security Duties

14. The BDR personnel are working with utmost sincerity
In the on going peace process in hittaglgng Hill Tracts
after the signing of historic Peace Treaty. hey have also
extended necessary supports for the rehabilitation of the
refugees with other agencies.
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the Liberation War. We pray
for the eternal peace of those

footprints of the predecessors
the soldiers of Bangladesh

patriotism and dedication.

—

BDR in Traffic Duties in the
Capital

15. Last year, BDR personnel
were employed in controlling
traffic in some key areas in the
Capital. They performed their
task well relieving the city
dwellers from the troubles of
long traffic jam. They also
helped Dhaka City
Corporation in the eviction of
unauthorised occupation of
hawkers of footpaths which
were highly appreciated by
all.

BDR in Relief Operation in
the Recent Flood

16. When the whole country
was under the grip of the most
devastating flood of the
century, BDR members stood
beside the affected people
with all possible help. They
carried out relief and rescue
operations all over the
country which once again
proved their sincerity and
dedication for the people of
the country. They also
extended all out assistance in
the after flood rehabilitation
programme.

Games and Sports

17. Bangladesh Rifles is a
name recognized by all in the
field of games and sports
also. The members of this
force have earned laurels by
successfully participating in
various games at home and
abroad. Last year basket ball
and wrestling team of BDR
became national champions.
In Judo BDR team became
champion in the Federation
Cup. In volley ball BDR
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emerged as champion in Gl BT E .
Premier League and runner MR Sl
up in Federation Cup. Six Mﬁ}w

players in Kabadi and one
athlete participated in
recently held Asian Games
fromBDR.
BDR in Flower Show
18. BDR members also have
an enliven and thoughtful
sense outside their
professional duties. The love
for beauty and taste of the
BDR members is well-
displayed in the charming
rose garden maintained in
Peelkhana. The roses of
multifarious varieties of this
arden are appreciated by
ower lovers of the country, In
the recently held "Rose-
competitions of '99", BDR
has become over all
champion achieving gnld
medals in 'Pot Garden’. 'Cat
Flower' and the 'Best of the
Show'.
Conclusion
19. Bangladesh Rifles, the
tireless sentinel of the border,
Is totally committed to their
sacred duties with the utmost
sincerity, sense of dedication
and deep patriotism. They
have exhibited their devotion
not only in the field of war or
guarding border but they have
dlso showed the same
attitude of service to the
victims of various natural
calamities. Following the
ideals of Bir Shreshthn%ance
Naik Nur Muhammad Sheikh
and Bir Shrestho Lance Naik
Munshi Abdur Rouf, a
considerable number of
members of the force have
sacrificed their lives while
performing their duties since
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dedicated souls in this august
"BDR Reunion'99". To
maintain the traditional

Rifles are determined to
perform their duties being

Infused with a deep sense of Fra Taw
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