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ce for Progress

The Dhaka Declaration of the D-8 summit ad-
dresses the key question of how to fashion a cross-
continent D-8 grouping into a viable trading bloc
with a pragmatic vision. The high-point of the dec-
laration is the common realisation that the coun-
tries of the D-8 must first trade vigorously among
themselves, invest in each other's country and ex-
change knowledge and technology to be able to deal
with the outside world from a position of strength.
It is stating the obvious that since the current vol-
ume of trade within the grouping is a meagre 4 per
cent of their global transactions, a vast potential

exists for business expansion.

The question has been: how to go about this
challenge when even SAARC which is geographi-
cally so close-knit had to go through a prolonged
teething phase to find an answer to a similar prob-
lem of exploiting unrealised trade potential: the
SAARC member-countries having transacted be-
tween themselves as low as 5 per cent of their
global volume of trade.

Indeed it goes to the credit of the authors of
Dhaka declaration that they have got their priori-
ties right about forging institutional linkages that
are key to fulfilling the goals of D-8. The efforts
have to be private sector-led with an enabling en-
vironment and infrastructure created by the re-
spective governments in the grouping.

The decisions to form a Federation of D-8
Chambers of Commerce and Industry and create a
D-8 Business Forum are steps in the right direc-
tion. But while we welcome the idea of a multiplic-
ity of mutually reinforcing groups, forums, semi-
nars and symposia springirﬁl up as underpinnings
to the D-8 agenda, we urge all concerned to see that
their focus does not get diffused. This happened in
the initial years of SAARC with the result that the
transition from rhetoric to reality had been long
in coming there.

The questions relating to transshipment, bank-
ing and insurance cooperation, customs union, ex-
change value adjustment, interest rates, avoidance
of double taxation, and above all, freer access to
their respective markets need to be addressed on a
gradualist but well-sustained basis. A comprehen-
sive legal framework has to be evolved if we are to
further commercial and investment relations in-
ter-continentally.

The resolve to overcome the risks of destabilisa-
tion and increased inequality between the develop-
ing and developed countries associated with glob-
alisation could not have become a day earlier.
Specifically the D-8 has to collectively fend off the

ill effects of the global financial crisis.
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Buriganga in Peril

It seems, we, as a race, are not quite accustomed
to the concept of nipping a problem in the bud. Al-
most always a prubrem turns into a major crisis
before it attracts the attention of authorities.
Dumping of industrial effluents into the Buriganga
from the tanneries at the capital's Hazaribagh and
Rayer Bazar areas has been a familiar phe-
nomenon for years. Environmentalists have on
many occasions sought intervention of the author-
ities. concerned in this regard. For inexplicable
reasons, effective measures to prevent ‘slow-poi-
soning’ of the river were not taken. Then, one fine
morning, the residents on both sides of the river

found hundreds of dead fishes floating on the Buri-
ganga. An epidemic was killing the fish popula-
tion, experts yelled. One more problem has snow-
balled into a major crisis. Is there a way out of
this? Maybe, maybe not.

Dr. Ainunnishat, a prominent hydrologist of the
country, pointed out at the inaugural session of a
workshop on reducing influence of chemical prod-
ucts on environment in Bangladesh that toxi-ox-
ides created out of dissolution of chemical waste in
water poses the greatest threat to life in water. The
first step towards an effective solution may well be
elimination of the threat by preventing dumping of
industrial waste into the rivers. Dr. Nishat also
called for better management of toxic chemicals at
the ports. In Bangladesh, he said, we hardly adopt
any protective measures while handling toxic
chemicals. The workshop which has brought to-
gether 30 experts will, we believe, come up with
ways to protect the environment from chemical
menace, However, that will just be the first step.
Their suggestions will be nothing but mere words
until and unless the authorities act on them.

On January 18, in one of our editorials, we have
suggested formation of a supervisory body for the
revival of the dying Buriganga. There has not been
any response, so it seems, from people who matter.
They have to act and act fast before the problem-
turned-crisis turns into an ecological disaster.

(zas Pipeline Tale

The laying of high-pressure gas pipeline along
the Jamuna Bridge has been suspended on orders
from the Chief Inspector of Explosives. The Chief
Inspector has invoked specific clauses of the 1991
Natural Gas Safety Ordinance to call a halt to the
laying of 30 inch diameter pipeline along the 4.8
kilometer long bridge. Accordingly, this depart-
ment has issued notice to the contractors Hyundai,
assigged for la},rin% the pipeline and Bangladesh
Gas Transmission Company which has been super-
vising the work. The chairman Petrobangla and
Secretary of the Energy Ministry have also been
informed, according to reports in an important
Bangla daily. The Department of Explosives had
sent out similar notices last month also ointing
out the deviation in the use of the pipes which are
not seamless. Transmission of highly in-
flammable natural gas through seamless pipes in
high pressure is a must for public safety. But the
contractors ignoring the safety consideration have
been using Submerged Arc Welded (SAW) Pipes im-
ported from Korea. Almost one third of the job has
been completed so far. There are reportedly other
irregularities also which have been detected and
pointed out to the contractors. These are also re-

garded as dangerous for public safety and ri
of the bridge iéelf. P SRRy

Before the opening of the bridge last June a sec-
tion of the pipeline had collapsed due to faulty de-
sign and use of substandard material for construc-
tion of hangers. Work on the pipeline was then
suspended. The most disconcerting news is that the
Explosives Department is purportedly undergoing
political and bureaucratic pressures to withdraw
its objections and allow the contractors to go
ahead with the job. If so, then it is a dangerous
trend and it has to stop right now. We strongly feel
that the ministry concerned should take all re-
sponsibility and put its foot down on any under- |

and deal and pressure tactic in the interest of pub-
lic safety,
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The New Development Strategy
and the Bangladesh Context

We should be well aware of who should do what in the light of prevailing constraints and
limitations. However, nothing is final when we are dealing with future course of events. The
scenario will always keep on changing. Progressive modification is the key to any successjful
strategy of development.

N course of the Prebisch lec-

ture at UNCTAD, Geneva on

October 19, 1998, Joseph E.
Stiglitz, Senior Vice President
and Chief Economist, the World
Bank dealt on the principles
and components of the new de-
velopment strategy that the
crisis ridden world is so anx-
iously waiting for the last two
years. The analysis particu-
larly relevant to the least de-
veloped countries first takes
into account the mixed experi-
ence with development during
the last fifty years and the three
defining events during this pe-
riod: (i) collapse of the socialist
economies; (ii) dictums of lib-
eralization, stabilization and
privatization; and, (iii) the East
Asian miracle including its col-
lapse in the recent past. Any
such %eneral prescription of
principles and components of a
new development strategy
would considerably vary in its
detailed application to a coun-
try specific situation . It would
therefore be useful to reconsider
the analysis in the context of
our own experience in
Bangladesh during the last 25
years.

Rampant poverty is the most
significant reality of life in
Bangladesh. To what extent
poverty can be removed? What
time and efforts are involved in
elimination of absolute poverty
while the country attains the
status of a middle income
country? Answer to these ques-
tions must, of necessity, consti-
tute the very basis of any devel-
opment strategy, new or old, for
Bangladesh.

Poverty alleviation ought to
be the centre piece of develop-
ment The well deserved empha-
sis is conspicuously lacking in
the proposed new strategy since
successful development has
been defined as increase in GDP
per capita and in the process,
reduction if not elimination of
poverty, among others, could be
achieved,

On the other hand, the
poverty focused development
strategy should aim at sustain-
able increase in incomes of the

ooresl 20 per cent of the popu-
ation and not the entire popu-
lation as ressed in terms of
GDP per capita. In the miracle
days of East Asian economies,
my UN colleagues from ASEAN
countries in particular used to
frequently refer to undue preoc-
cupation of South Asian
economists with cutting of the
economic cake rather than in-
creasing the size of it. [ still
consider the remarks as mis-
placed criticism of a correct di-
agnosis since increasing the
size of the cake for the bottom
20 per cent would automatically
enlarge the total size of the
cake.

It is not the question of dis-
tribution of an existing total. It
remains the problem of growth

with the added emphasis on
where the income should grow.
At the same time. if the bottom
20 per cent should grow, the rel-
alively beller oIl 80O per cent
must grow as well, in fact may
grow more . But a critical min-
imum rate of income growth for
the poorest 20 per cent is a must
for any meanin%ful develop-
ment strategy for Bangladesh.

Successiul development has
been recognized as not only in-
crease in per capita income but
also higher living standards "as
evidenced by standards of
health and literacy".
Bangladesh experience point
out that health sector invest-
ment, although inadequate,
have been characterized by
considerable waste and ram-
pant corruption. The intended
services hardly reach the poor
and the emphasis is on hospital
based curative care instead of
preventive health services for
maximum benefits at mini-
mum cost. It may be more use-
ful to spend government money
on health insurance for the

r and ensure their access to
private health care services. In
case of education-for-all ap-
proach, drop-outs dominate
primary schools and poverty is
so acute that it is more impor-
tant for children to fetch water
or look after the animals rather
than attend schools lacking in
meaningful education. Perhaps.
a critical minimum level of in-
come is required before incen-
tives for literacy can be gener-
ated.

Thus in the transformation
process envisaged for develop-
ment, the first task is to attain
that critical minimum level of
income for all. Thereafter, im-
proved health for all and uni-
versal literacy can be achieved.
Bangladesh experience also
suggest that micro-credit pro-
vides the effective means to at-
tain that critical minimum per
capita income even for the
poorest. Expansion of wage
employment through growth of
modern manufacturing and
service sectors is necessary but
those cannot be considered suf-
ficient for poverty alleviation.
Creation u? self employment
through micro-credit should be
at the heart of any worthwhile
transformation process. If
conditions of life and work for
the bottom 20 per cent is
changed, the entire society will
stand to gain. Development
would then proceed upward
through layers of improved liv-

ing conditions. The traditional
trickle down approach may
succeed as an exception rather
than the rule and only in small
countries which are not densely
populated.

Role of NGOs has been an-
other vital institutional devel-
opment for Bangladesh. It is
now a separate sector ol devel-
opment although remains un-
accounted for in the new devel-
opment strategy. We must rec-
ognize, though with a heavy
hurt, that government projects
in many instances failed to de-
liver the intended henefits to
the targeted groups and only re-
sulted in the increase of salary
bills under the government
budget. On the other hand, pro-

ements should be confronted
with the coercive powers of the
State, if development has to be
successful within the stipulated
time frame of any plan period.
Failure to do so is the root cause
of frustration with develop-
ment in Bangladesh after 25
years ol independence.
Government's limited capac-
ity should always be borne in
mind, According to Mr.
Stiglitz, governmenl seems to
have the primary responsibhil-
ity of transforming the whole
society, It is a tall order and the
government may find it ex-
tremely difficult to deliver the

intenided results. Government

has limited capacity. For that
matter, any institution within

-
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jects embodying similar activi-
ties were highly successful in
the NGO sector. This particular
mode of institutionalization of
development should become a
part and parcel of any strategy
of development for the country.

[n theory. the emphasis on
consensus building, as a pre-
condition for successful devel-
opment is fairly simple and
straightforward. The reality is
much more complex and social
relations proceed along a com-
plicated path, For example, the
emphasis on poorest 20 per cent
of the population through mi-
cro credit programmes would
face severe opposition from
those who exploit the poor, vil-
lage money lenders, in particu-
lar. Therelore, what is required
is a strong political commit-
ment of those in power to serve
the interest of the poor and be
prepared to confront the oppo-
sition and vested interests.
Same is true about privatiza-
tion. Government is too scared
to confront the organized trade
unions opposing privatization
of loss ridden public enter-
prises; or, for that matter, there
cannot be any consensus with
fundamentalists opposing em-
powerment of women. The em-
phasis on ownership and par-
ticipation may assist the pro-
cess of consensus building,
However, there are numerous
occasions when reactionary el-

or outside the government has
its own limitations. Therefore
the key task of the development
strategy should be to identif
the critical list of tasks whic
the government must have the
capacity to perform efficiently.
In fact inadequate performance
of the povernment of
Bangladesh calls for the critical
list of a minimum number of
tasks and as far as possible, de-
velopment may be decentral-
ized through assignment of re-
sponsibilities to entities other
than the Central Government
whose major tasks may be con-
fined to provision of legislative,
informative, financial and se-
curity related support to the
Private sector and other entities
ike NGOs and local govern-
ment institutions, in particu-
lar, District Councils which are
yel to be constituted.

According to Mr. Stiglitz, the
focus of public sector should be
on "ensuring that health and
education are widely available;
and spearheading the drive to
eliminate poverty". In
Bangladesh context, the focus
needs to be further broadened
to include the role of NGOs in
the promotion of ]:lrimarj,r edu-
cation and highly successful
micro credit programme for
poverty alleviation.

Government’'s capacity to
oplimize the allocation of re-
sources is vitiated by political

considerations and interven-
tion of vested interests. The
suggested enlargement of in-
gredients in economic man-
agement would further compli-
cate decision making for opti-
mum resource allocation. As
mentioned before,
Government's limitations are
of foremost concern. Therefore,
the traditional list of economic
management focused on liber-
alization, privatization and
macro-economic stability may
be maintained.

Knowledge management is a
broad new aspect introduced as
a vital component of the new
development strategy.
However, it ignores the conse-
quent conflict of priorities. In
the education sector, India fo-
cused on creation of high level
manpower in various technical
fields whereas ASEAN coun-
tries emphasized education for
all and universal literacy as
soon as possible. As a result,
India has now emerged among
developing countries as a lead-
ing exporter of high technolo
and knowledge intensive prod-
ucts and services, while a sub-
stantial part of its population
remains absolutely poor and il-
literale. On the other hand,
populations in ASEAN coun-
tries are today ]argelﬁ literate
and not so poor as in the past in
spite of the lost days of the eco-
nomic miracle. If poverty alle-
viation is ,t._f,t:n'n%l to be the pri-
mary focus of the new develop-
ment strategy, then not knowl-
edge management but universal
literacy deserves greater prior-
ity. Also, if knowledge and cap-
ital compliment then foreign
direct investment is one of the
effective ways to secure that
knowledge. And, if there is a
demand, private sector invest-
ment in technical education
may fill in the gap left by public
resources focused on the drive
towards universal literacy.

If Bangladesh is to eliminate
absolute poverty and attain the
status of a middle income
country, say within the next
two decades (year 2020}, then at
least halfl the population of the
country would have to be urban-
ized working in manufacturing
and service sectors, either as
wage earners or self-employed.
Focusing on cities in trying to
achieve societal transforma-
tion is therefore relevant to our
context. However, within the
narrow confines of 56,000
square miles of territory, the
rural-urban distinction is

likely to be lost. Thana (county)
headquarters should become
small towns and the rural popu-
lation may commute to these
towns for work and still live in
the surrounding villages. The
majority of the working popu-

“lation will be self employed, off

the farm, regardless of the place
of residence — rural or urban, It
may be different in other coun-
tries but this is the reality of the
situation in our densely u-
lated, low income Banglgod%sh
where the level of income
growth will determine if the
country will in future become a
huge rural slum or around 400
rural towns flourish in the
presently poor countryside.

Another form of capital, be-
yond ]f:hysical capital, human
capital and knowledge, essen-
tial for successful transforma-
tion is social and organiza-
tional capital, consisting of in-
stitutions that enable a society
to lunction well. This is very
important no doubt. However,
in Bangladesh context and un-
like other Asian countries,
glaring lack of minority groups
playing the lead role in private
sector development is a much
more significant limitation. In
ASEAN countries, overseas
Chinese entrepreneurs were
largely responsible for business
‘development. Role of Marwaris
and Parsees in India are note-
worthy,

We lack purely home grown
entrepreneurs. Promotion of
institutions in support of pri-
vate sector development there-
fore deserves highest priority.
On the other hand, NGOs are at-
tempting to fulfil an important
vacuum due to public sector in-
capacity and the enormous
problems of poverty combined
with frequent natural disasters.

Lastly, the new development
strategy must be set within the
context of regional
development of South Asia.
This is one of the major issues
of economic growth not yet in-
corporated Into our dévelap-
ment plans. Our future

rospects should be seen in the
ight of the South Asian Free
Trade Agreement [SAFTA), the
proposed growth quadrangle
covering the eastern parts of the
sub-continent and integrated
land and water resources devel-
opment involving our neigh-
bouring countries.

The Prebisch lecture of Mr.
Stiglitz provides an excellent
framework to identify the key
elements of the new strategy of
development. We should be well
aware of who should do what in
the light of cFI‘E?Ei]l'ng con-
siraints an limitations.
However, nothing is final when
we are dealing with future
course of events. The scenario
will always keep on changing.
Progressive modification is the
key to any successful strategy of
development.

LETTER FROM AMERICA

Abdullah Ocalan's Capture is a Mixed Blessing for Turkey

Dr. Fakhruddin Ahmed writes from Princeton

HE world's 25 million

Kurds do not have their
. "Apo” or "uncle" Abdullah
Ocalan any more. He has been
forced, unwillingly, into the
death embrace of Turkey. Ac-
cording to a The New York
Times front page article,
Febru 20, the United States
worked for four months to help
Turkey capture Abdullah
Ocalan, the Kurdish rebel
leader. Like Turkey, the US
considers Mr. Ocalan, the head
of the Kurdistan Workers Party
(P.K.K.), a "terrorist."

Turkey and the US rebuffed
Ocalan’'s recent attempt at
moderation; not so long ago. he
publicly renounced the P.K.K.'s
goal of a Kurdish state in south-
east Turkey and privately indi-
cated that he would settle for
the right of his Kurdish allies to
participate in Turkish politics.
The US has very close military
and intelligence relationship
with Turkey, which lets Ameri-
can pilots fly missions against
Iraq from a NATO base in Incir-
lik. That post also serves as an
electronic eavesdropping sta-
tion for America to spy on Iraq.

Things started going bad for
Abdullah Ocalan last October.
Mr. Ocalan spent much of the
last 15 years in Syria. In Oclo-
ber, emboldened by a new
strategic alliance with Israel,
Turkey threatened military ac-
tion against Syria unless it ex-
pelled Ocalan. As one Turkish
general put it: "Turkey's army
would drive through one end of
Syria and out through the
other." The US privately sent a

similar message. On October 9,
Syria put Mr. Ocalan on a plane

The battle lines have been drawn. On one side are the Turks and their allies — fellow Azeri Turks
in Azerbaijan and Israelis. On the other side are those who historically suffered the most from
Turkish rule — the Syrian and Iraqi Arabs, the Armenians, the Greeks and the Kurds.

lo Moscow. Israeli intelligence
monitored his departure from
Damascus. Seeking a political
base in Europe, on November 2,
Mr. Ocalan flew from Moscow
to Rome, where he was held on a
German warrant for terrorism.
Germany, fearing the kind of
protests that have erupted since
Ocalan's arrest, dropped the
charges.

Mr. Ocalan left Italy secretly
on January 16, flying to St. Pe-
tersburg. On January 30, he
flew to Athens in a private
plane. On February 2, the Greek
government dispatched him
and four aides to Nairobi,
Kenya. It turned out to be a bad
choice for a hideout. There were
over 100 American intelligence
and law-enforcement officers
in Nairobi investigating the
bombing of the American em-
bassy there in August. They

uickly discovered that Mr.
calan had arrived, informed
Turkey, put the Greek embassy
under surveillance and moni-
tored Ocalan's cell phone con-
versations as he desperately

placed calls to political con-
lacts. P

After two tense weeks at the
Greek Embassy, Mr. Ocalan was
told that he could fly to Ams-
terdam. As he got info the car,
driven by a Kenyan security of-
ficer, supposedly to go to the
airport, Ocalan looked worried,
He sensed that something was

wrong, His instincts were right,
The Kenyan driver delivered
him into the eager arms of the
Turkish commandos!

According to Robert Kaplan's
opinion as expressed in the New
York Times, Ocalan's capture,
and the violent demonstrations
in Europe in its afterrnath, vir-
tually assures that Kurdish na-
tionalism will replace Pales-
finian nationalism as the po-
tent political force in the 21st
century Middle East. The early
21st century will be dominated
by tumultuous change in
Turkey, Syria and Iraq, in
which the stateless Kurds will
play a vital role,

As with most problems in
the Middle East, sharing of wa-
ter has played a big role in the
unfolding events, In 1984, be-
lieving that Turkey was seeking
to deprive Syria of the Eu-
phrates River water, President
Hafez al-Assad gave Mr. Ocalan
a rear base for his anti-Turkey
insurgency. With Ocalan's cap-
ture, the Syrians have no way to
pressure Turkey for more water.
With the Ataturk dam network
nearing completion in south-
eastern Turkey, Turkey's gener-
als will control the lifeblood of
the Fertile Crescent,

Th< 2% mtiion Kurds spread
over Turkey, Syria, Iran, Iraq
and Armenia, are the world's
most numerous stateless people.
Half live in Turkey, where Kur-
dish nationalism is energized

as never belore because of Mr,
Ocalan’'s capture and coming
trial. Il it leads to terrorism,
that might well provoke a se-
vere reaction by Turkey's mili-
tary, further weakening civil-
1an rule.

The Kurds were promised a
homeland in the 1920 Treaty of
Sevres. which carved up Turkey
after the collapse of the Ot-
toman Empire. Mustafa Kemal
Ataturk, the founder of modern
Turkey, fought to regain the
land, destrﬂyi%% planc for a
Kurdish state. There have been
numerous Kurdish revolts
since. For the next 70 years, the
Turkish republic denied the ex-
istence of a Kurdish identity,
and insisted on calling the
Kurds, the "mountain Turks.” In
reality, the Kurds, predomi-
nantly Muslims, are ethnically
and linguistically different
from the Turks and the Arabs:
they are more closely related to
the Persians. Only in 1991, did
the country's President at that
time, Turgut Ozal, himself half
Kurdish, repeal a law making it
a crime to speak the Kurdish
language,

In its editorial on Februa
20, The New York Times said:
"America’'s close military part-
nership with Turkey has muted
Washington's criticism of
Turkey's treatment of its Kur-
dish minority. Kurds are denied
education in their own lan-
guage, and even their nonvio-

_lent political parties face legal

prosecution. Washinglon's re-
luctance to speak out is short-
sivhted.”

It is true that Mr. Ocalan's
campaign resulted in the death
of 30,000 Turks, and Kurds sus-
pected of collaboration with
Turkey. But in the eyes of many
Kurds, Turkey's brutal response
— including the destruction of
some 3. 000 villages — under-
mines its moral authority to
iry Mr. Ocalan. Turkey now has
a golden opportunity to take
bold steps to end the insurgency
by addressing Kurdish
grievances. Turkey should re-
member that its mistreatment
of the Kurds has been the prin-
cipal argument used to keep
Turkey out of Europe.

As states in the Middle East
become weaker, the Kurds be-
come more important. Saddam
Hussein's demise could break
[raq into Kurdish and Arab
parts, tempting Turkey to oc-
cupy oil-rich Iragi Kurdistan.
Turkey also controls the head-
walers of the T‘i%'is river, giving
it life-and-death control over
[raq. "We can stop the flow of
water into Syria and Iraq for up
to eight months, without over-
flowing our dams, in order to
regulate the Arab political be-
haviour," a Turkish dam offi-
cial boasted,

But the generals can control
this water only so long as they

control the Kurds, who demo-
graphically dominate Lhe re-
gion of southeastern Turkey.
where the dams had to be lo-
cated. Therefore, the battle
lines have been drawn. On one
side are the Turks and their al-
lies — fellow Azeri Turks .in
Azerbaijan and Israelis. On the
olher side are those who histor-
ically suffered the most from
Turkish rule — the Syrian and
Iraqi Arabs, the Armenians,
the Greeks and the Kurds. The
United States backs the pro-
Turkish alliance, while Russia
backs the anti-Turkish one.

Turkey's alliance with Israel ef-
fectively ends lsrael's isolation,
which defined Middle East poli-
tics for the last 50 years.

Turkey finds itself swim-
ming amid swirling contradic-
tions. It changed its script from
Arabic to Roman to please the
Europeans, yet remained the
"sick man of Europe." While the
whole Muslim world is united
aﬁajnst the Israeli occupation
of Muslim holy lands, Turkey
openly cooperates with Israel,
to the point of letting Israeli Air
Force use its open skies to train
for the bombing of the Arabs.
Its common people are devoutly
Muslim, yet to the government
and the military, that mat-
ters is the sanctity of Turkey's
sacred "secularism." Turkey
considers itself secular and Eu-
ropean; to the Europeans.
Turkey is Muslim and Central
Asian. And the same Europeans
who refused to give Abdullah
Ocalan asylum, will use his cap-
ture to bar Turkey from joining
the European Union!
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To call a hartal

Sir, Nowadays hartal is
common factor in politics.
When a leader is not satisfied he

| or she takes the easiest way

named hartal. At present and in
the past all the leaders recog-
nised that hartal bears no fruits
except ruining the economy of
the country.

The issue of hartal must be
in favour of the nation, not for
either his or her own interest or
the party. There are many inci-
dents t place in the coun-
try such as murdering, snatch-
ing, raping and the like.

Aren't these evil incidents
enough to call a hartal?

Benjamin Gomes
12 Circuit House Road
Kakrail, Dhaka-1000

The King

Sir, The late King Hussein of
Jordan was my favourite king
and his death has left me with a
feeling of personal loss. The
King was almost my age and

- although I never met him, our
lives ran parallel; from my

mundate existence in
Bangladesh his life never failed
to fascinate me.

In the middle of the fifties
while [ was studying Marine
Engineering in Plymouth, the
young crown Prince Hussein
was at Sandhurst. He used to be
in the news for driving rashly
his sports cars. He was the
favourite Prince of the British
people and got more attention
than the Prince .

Early in 1956, he came of age
and started functioning as King
of Jordan- propped by famous
Arab Legion under the com-
mand of Glub Pasha and a
handsome British subsidy. By
that time Gamal Abdul Nasser
of Egypt was riding the crest of
Arab nationalism and would
destabilise any Arab country
not towing his line. To blow out
British influence in Jordan,
Nasser turned full volume his
propaganda machine towards
Jordan ineciting the volatile
Palestinian refugees who were
outnumbering the indigenous
Bedouins.

The King always kept his
cool; he stayed out of 1956 war
and that was when | started
admiring him. In that cata-
clysmic time his survival was a
feat — a very poor desert coun-
try with a Bedouin population
of half a million, having a sud-
den influx of Palestinians who

were bitter after losing their
home and hearth; on top of that
having no resource and only
British subsidy to count on.

Sakhawat Hossain
Gulshan-2, Dhaka

Programme on
guest birds

Sir, On 12.2.99 in the BTV
Emgramme Utshab guest bird
unters were termed as beasts.
It is apparent that the pro-
gramme producer has no ideal
experience of hunting. He
wanted to support the people
who by showing love for guest
birds wanted to prove them-
selves to be something like po-
ets or progressive minded peo-
ple etc. This is feel false van-
ity. Nobody actually goes deep

into the matter.

[ want to ask these bird
lovers whether guests are more
loving to them than their own
children? Moreover these guest
birds are actually intruders.
These bird lovers are killing
and eating local birds, domestic
poultry, guest bullocks from In-
dia etc. Further decline in num-
ber of birds is not due to hunt-
ing by amateur hunters but due

to loss of habitat, use of insec-
ticide etc.

So programme producer of
‘Utshab' has again proved that
the Bangalees are abnormal by
sentimental.

A F M Moeenul Islam
Chandgaon RA. Chittagong

Break the shackles

Sir, In the last 13 years of
my life, 1 have lost approxi-
mately 2 years, that is 730 days
to hartals. At first, it was fun,
an extra day-off from work.
Relax, read, watch TV, adda on
telephone so on so forth. Grad-
ually from dictator to democ-
racy, |1 thought we have moved
forward. How wrong 1 was! With
lots of hope and fanfare, the
first elected government came
lo power in 1991. As a vulnera-
ble child who is learning to
walk, it had its teeting problem.
And soon, like the other side of
midnight differences arouse —
hartal started, with all the
trappings, breaking %ggses and
burning cars. It has n going
on since then whichever politi-
cal l:lm is in power. Our coun-
try has essentially established
itselfl into a duel part system

without any horizon. .

The lexicon explains hori-
zon as the line ywhere the earth
and the sky appears to meet.
The sky is immense, home of
the mighty sun, moon any
stars, not to mention the never
ending clouds. Earth is the
mother of all living things,
cherishing, caring, sustaining
the burden of human beings,
animals, flora and fauna. These
two powerful giants do meet at
the horizon. otherwise the
whole creation would become
chaotic.

Now, the prime minister and
the leader of the opposition, I
beg of you, please do something.
Break the shackles. The entire
society is choking. We do under-
stand that both of you have lost
so much for the country. Mere
words, flowers or naming build-
ings cannot be a replacement of
your personal grief. Time has
come for both for you to rise
above the self and party. Do
something for our cnunLrK, ou
have the power, we look for-
ward to you, make us proud of
you. Do not forget, you owe this
lo the next generation.

Shikha Mansoor
Dhaka

Let them ask
questions

Sir. We cannot but become
indignant watching the "Ques-
tion hour" in JS sessions be-
cause the attitude of the
Speaker and Deputy Speaker
towards the opposition MPs is
not acceptable. It is quite obvi-
ous they are partial to the rul-
ing party MPs. Opposition MPs
could not even put a question
forward without being inter-
rupted — one has Lo say at least
a lew words concerning a ques-
tion.

But the Speaker and the
Deputy Speaker become very
impatient and goad them on
peevishly, "Where is the ques-
tion, just ask the question,
don't elaborate," and many a
times their microphones are
switched off. But ruling party
MPs are not treated like this,
they get as much: time as they
want, the Speaker and the
Deputy Speaker look on benev-
olently as the ruling party MPs
ramble on.

Nur Jahan
Chittagong



