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Dhaka flood-protection project

Implementation unit to
be set up soon : Kibria

Edn Minister
visits DU campus

Education Minister A S H K
Sadeque paid a surprise visit to
Dhaka University to see the
progress of its on-going devel-
opment projects yesterday, rée-
ports BSS.

The minister, during his
hour-long visit to the campus
saw the construction work of an
international hostel, science
building, extension of arts
building and an under construc-
tion sculpture on the War of
Liberation.

He talked to the students
about their various problems.

Vice-Chancellor Prof A K
Azad Chowdhury, Pro-Vice-
Chancellor Prof Shahadat Ali,
Proctor Mohammad
Noorunnabi, deans of different
facylties and provosts of the
halls accompanied the minis-
ter.

Indian dance
artiste to

perform today
By Staff Correspondent

Aloka Kanungo, a renowned
exponent of Odissi dance, will
perform at the Cafe Theatre of
Muktijuddha Jadughar in the
city at 6:45 pm today, says a
press release, ‘

Aloka joined theCuttack sta-
tion of All India Radio as an
actress at Lthe age of three. She
later gol trained by Guru
Raghunath Datta, Guru Mayad-
har Raut and Kelucharan Ma-
hapatra.

She has been honoured with
various awards including 'Shi-
romoni Award’, 'Udayshankar
Award' and 'Shringarmoni
Award .

EC-NGO workshop

concludes

By Staff Correspondent

Director General of the NGO
Affairs Bureau, Giasuddin
Pathan, told a workshop ves-
terday inat government wants
to facilitate NGO aclivities and
not to control them.

tHe was speaking at the con-
cluding session of a two-dav
workshop on "Creating Devel-
opment Synergies” held at IDB
Bhaban in the city. The work-
shop was held under the aegis of
European Cominission—NGO
Dialogue Project. says a press
release,

EC Ambassador Antonio de
Souza Menezes, EC representa-
tive from its Brussels Head-
quarters Cledagh O'Brian, EC-
NGO Dialogue Project's Teamn
Leader Dr Berthold Kubn, and
represeniatives of the NGOs
were amnong the participants.

The workshop gave special
thrust on importance of
smaller NGOs in nation-build-
ing and tried to explore possi-
bilities of reaching more fund
fo smaller NGOs.

BSD concerned
at fertiliser
price hike

Bangladesher Samajtantrik
Dal (B5D} has expressed deep
concern over the "acule crisis
and unusual price hike" of
chemical fertiliser in different
parts ol the country, reports
LUNB.

In a statement vyesterday,
BSD convenor Khalequzzaman
said farmers are getting frus-
irated due to short supply and
price hike of fertiliser in the
peak season of boro cultivation.

‘Country's food deficit has
already gone up to 43 lakh met-
ric tones due to the last year's
flooding, il the foodgrain output
is hampered again simply be-
cause of fertilizer, electricity,
water and pesticide crisis the
country will face a famine-like
situation,'" he said.

The B3D leader demanded of
the government to ensure ade-
quate supply of fertilizer to save
the country from this adverse
situaltiorn.

Mugger arrested

CHITTAGONG, Mar 2:
Chandgaon police arresled an
alleged mugger Igbal f(rom
Chawkbazar here today, reports
B5S.

Igbal was arrested on the
basis ol the FIR filed on eharge
of snaitching away Taka one
lakh and seven thousand from
two employees of Sanwara
Corporation at Aman Ali Road
on Sunday,

Outlaw arrested
in Chuadanga

CHUADANGA. Mar 2: An
outlaw, wanted in a triple-mur-
der case, was arrested by CID
police along with arms from his
village home in Sadar thana in
the early hours of Tuesday, re-
norts APB,

Acling on a tip-off. a CID
team arrested Zulu, a member
of Purba Banglar Communist
‘Party, from near his house at
Nurullahpur village,

They also recovered a locally
made gun, a foreign made gun,
six riflc bullets and four car-
tridges from his possession, po-
lice =aid,

Police said they are interro-
gating him.

MARCH 3, 1999

A high-level meeting yester-
day discussed measures to expe-
dite implementation of the for-
eign-aided Dhaka integrated
flood-protection and bypass
project on the eastern side of
the capital, reports UNB,

A project implementation
unit will be set up soon for the
‘Dhaka Integrated Flood Pro-
tection Embankment-cum-
Eastern Bypass Road Multipur-
pose Project,” Finance Minister
Shah A M S Kibria told the
meeting, attended by represen-
tatives of the donors.

The Finance Minister
presided over the meeting at the
Economic Reiations Division
(ERD) conference room,

World Bank Country Direc-
tor Fredric Temple, Asian De-
velopment Bank Resident Rep-
resentative Phiphit
Suphaphiphat and representa-
tive of the Japanese Embassy
took part in discussion,

Representatives of QECPF,
JICA, the Netherlands and offi-
cials of different ministries and

agencies concerned were pre-
sent, officials said.

The meeting decided to hold
a meeting of experts to discuss
technical aspects of the project,
which aims at protecting the
eastern part of the city from
flooding and mitigating city's
traffic congestion.

Setting up of a convenient
communications network in
the country's northwest and
southeastern part across the
Jamuna Bridge is anothier ob-
jective of the integrated project,
"the government's top-priority”
scheme.

"A high-powered steering
committee, headed by Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina, has
been formed considering the
need for quick implementation
of the project,” Kibria told the
meeting.

The govermment took up the
scheme on priority basis after
the century’'s worst flood last
monsoon that submerged most
part of the capital, as well as the
country.

Shishu Kishore
Drama Festival

begins tomorrow

By Staff Correspondent

A 16-day Jatiya Shishu
Kishore Drama Festival '99 be-
gins & the Central Public
Library Auditorium in the city
tomorrow, says a press release.

The festival has been ar-
ranged by Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy in coop-
eration with People’'s Theatre
Associalion.

A total of 46 selected theatre
groups from across the country
will take part in the festival.

Minister for Youth, Sports
and Cultural Affairs Obaidul
Quader will inaugurate the fes-
tival at 5 pm tomorrow.
Rokanuzzaman Khan Dadabhai
and theatre personality
Ramendu Mojumder will attend
the ceremony as special guests.

Japanese Film
Festival begins
March 5

The two-day Japanese Film
Festival commemorating noted
film director Akira Kurosawa
begins in the city on March 5,
reports APB.

Two iilms directed by Kuro-
sawa — "Doomed" and "San-
juro” and three other films,
"The Family Secret", "Tomb-
stone for Fireflies" and "Tora-
san to the Rescue" will be
screened during the festival to
be held at the Japanese Em-
bassy premises at Baridhara.

Free tickets for the festival
will be available at the gate of
the Cultural Section of the Em-
bassy at Plot No-5 and 7,
Dutabash Road, Baridhara, on
March 3 and 4 from 2-5 pm on
first-come first-served basis,
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confce of Engrs
Institutions Mar 5

Priime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will inaugurate the 43rd
annual conference of Engineers
Institution in the city on Fri-
day, reports UNB.

The main theme of this
year's four-day conference is
‘information Technology for
Better Future.™

A day-long national seminar

will be held on March 7 on the
pceasior.
SAMS Kibria will attend the
conference as chief guest.

Prof Dr Md Nurul Islam will
present the keynote paper on
"Energy for Development" in
the serminar,

Bangla Academy
executive body
polls May 14

By Staff Correspondent

Election to the 7-member ex-
ecutive committee of Bangla
Academy will be held at the
acadeiny premises on May 14,
Says a press release., :

The primary voter list for
the election will be published
on March 8.

Members may file their
complaint regarding the voter
list to the secretary of the
Academy by March 11, the re-
lease added.

The last election of the
seven-member executive body
was held in 1991,

A total of 2,000 intellectuals
who are Lhe members of the
Acaderny will cast their votes,

Doljatra
celebrated

The Doljatra and the gour
purnima, the incarnation cer-
emony of Mahaprobhu Srichai-
tannya Dev, were celebrated
with due religious fervour and
enthusiasm across the country
yesterday, report BSS,

Mahanagar Sarbojanin Puja
Cominittee celebrated the func-
fions with day-long pro-
grammes.

The programmes included
singing sangkirtana, offering

 puja, spraying colour, placing

of wreaths at the bust of
Srichaitannya Dev and holding
a4 discussion.

News

| PM to open annual

Finance Minister

Leader of the Opposition and BNP chair
President Suleyman Demirel at his hotel suite yesterday.
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person Begum Khaleda Zia called on Turkish
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Malaysian Prime Minister Dr Mahathir Iuhammad being greeted by San Amalan, Geeral

Manager, and Rashida Mohiuddin, Director, Public Relation of Dhaka Sheraton Hotel, on

his arrival at the hotel.
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Namaj-e-junaza of Foreign Secretary Mustafizur Rahiman was held at the premises of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in the ¢ity vesterday. '
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JU first year
honours classes
begin Mar 8

By JU Correspondent

First year honours classes
lor the session 1997-98 at Ja-
hangirnagar University (JU)
begin on March 8, says a press
release,

Seats in the dormitories
have already been allocated for
the new students and a list in
this regard has been hung at the
administrative building.

Students are advised to con-
‘tact their respective hall-
provosts on March 7 from 9 am

Lo -'-E[Em.

e release said that admis-
sion of any student would be
cancelled if he or she remains
absent from March & lo 18
wilhout permission «¢f the
chairman of the respective de-
partinent. The same will hap-
pen for dissatistactory presence
in the classes.

some 1000 students have
been enrolled this year under 20
departments,
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Anniversary of
hoisting of nat’l
flag observed

Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL-JSD], student Iront of
Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal, yes-
terday observed the 28th an-
niversary of the Hoisting of the
National Flag, reports BSS.

This day in 1971 A S M Ab-
dur Rab, a student leader
hoisted the flag on the Dhaka
Universily campus on behalf of
the then "Swadhin Bangla
Chhatra Sangram Parishad.”

Speaking at a discussion on
the occasion, Rab, now fisheries
and livestock minister, said
subsequent events followings
the hoisting ol the flag like
reading out of the sangram
parishad’s declaration of inde-
pendence in presence of Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man on March 3, Bangaband-
hu's hisioric March 7 speech
and the nationwide hoisting of
the flag on March 23 expedited
the Liberation War.

French ballet
troupe due Mar 7

Primme ballerina, Marine
Castel and star dancer, Andrei
Fedotov of "Le Ballet National
de Nancy et de Lorraine" of
France will arrive in the city on
March 7.

They will perform classical
dance on the music of Piotr II-
litch Tchaikovsky, Igor
Stravinsky, Gustav Malher and
Benjamin Britten at Lalbagh
Fort on March 12 at 6:15 pm,

Born in 1973 In Paris,
Manne Castel'® career initiated
in 1988 and has culminated in
status of prime ballerina in
1997 at the 'Le Ballet National
de Nancy et de Lorraine.' Andrei'
Fedotov, star dancer of the
same institution, has been
touring with internationally
recognised classical dancer
Rudolph Noureev.

The programme is being ar-
ranged with the cooperation of
the Ministry for Youth, Sports
and Culture, the Embassy of
France, the Directorate of Ar-
chaeology and the Alliance
Francaise de Dhaka.

Livestm:_k and Fisheries Minister ASM Abdur Rob speaking at discussion meeting marking
the National Flag Hoisting Day at the Jatiya Press Club yesterday.

— Star photo

Law, Justice and Parliamen-
tary Affairs Minister Abdul
Matin Khasru Monday em-
phasised the need for speedy
disposal of cases to ensure fair
justice to the common people,
reports BSS.

"Delay in justice is a na-
tional problem now," he said
while inaugurating a two-
morith basic training course for
the newly appointed assistant
judges in the auditorium of Ju-
dicial Adminisiration Training
Institute (JATI) in the city.

' Presided over by Director
General of the JATI Justice Mo-
hammad Badruzzaman, the
[unction was also addressed by
director of the institute Abu
Bakar Siddique. Chairman of
the Law Commission and for-
mer Chief Justice Kemal Uddin
Hossain and member of the
commission Justice Nayamud-
din Ahmed were present on the
occasiorn.

The minister said judges
should perform their duties
without any fear or favour dur-
ing the trial process.

"We need quality justice
from qualified judges. not the
quantity of ’Judgementsf the
minister said.

The minister said the gov-
I ernment under the able leader-

Delay in justice a nat'l
problem: Khasru

ship of Priine Minister Sheikh
Hasina is trying to provide lo-
gistics to the judges and fulfil
the demand }Jur fair justice of
the people.

The government has taken a
project of Taka 300 crore with
the financial help of the World
Bank for enhancing guality
and number of judges, he added.

Justice Mohammad Badruz-
zaman said, 'vou can learn a lot
from the senior judges who will
impart training to you."

He said the institute had
been set up for raising the effi-
' eveloping

ciency of judges and
their Skillls which could con-
tribute to the speedy disposal of
cases.

Humanitarian aid
from Turkey

About 12 tons of urgent hu-
manitarian aid from Turkey's
Red Crescent is expected to ar-
rive in the city today. reports
UNB.

The aid was given to
Bangladesh at the instruction
ol visiting Turkey's President
Suleyvman Demirel, said a
Turkey Embassy press release
yesterday.

UK parliamentary
team visits
Proshika projects

A five-rnember delegation of
MPs from the UK Parliamen-
tary Select Committee for In-
ternational Development ([DC])

Monday visited a number of
slum development projects at
Mirpur being run by Proshika
under its urban poor develop-
ment programines, reports BSS.

Chairman of the committee
Bowen Wells is leading the dele-
fation, while the other mem-

rs included Ooma I{in% An-
drew Rowe, Dr Jennifer Ponge
and Tony Worthinton.

The delegation members ex-
pressed deep satisfaction over
the success of the programmes
in altaining economic benefits
for the poor slum people, spe-
cially the socio-economic uplift
of women.

At Mirpur, the delegation
visited "Lucky Mohila Samity”
and "Sugandha Mohila Samity"
where they witnessed with keen
interest various activities b
women like embroidery, sil
saree production and running
grocery shops. They also visited
non-formal primary education
and adult literacy centres being
run by Proshika.

Shahabuddin, Director
(Programme) and Shahadat
Hossain, Deputy Director of

Froshika apprised the visiting
British MPs of various urban

| poor development activities.

Ratification of Bihar govt's dismissal

NEW DELHI, Mar 2: India's
ruling Hindu nationalists, who
face certain defeat in a parlia-
mentary vote over a state gov-
ernment s sacking, said today
they still held out hope for a
face-saving victory, reports
AFP.

The nationalists also said
they will launch a week-long
"anti-betrayal”™ drive on
Wednesday to protest a move by
the main opposition Congress
Party to force the reinstatement
of the sacked Bihar state gov-
ernment,

The ruling Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP, Indian People's
Party] scraped through with a
majority of 29 votes in parlia-
ment's lower house during Fri-
day's vote on last month's dis-
missal of the state government.

The BJP-led coalition pgov-
ernment would have to repeat
its performance in the upper
house. where they clearly face
defeat as the Congress vows to
vote against a resolution seek-
ing approval for the sacking.

Dates for the upper house
vote are likely to be announced
later this week.

The imposition of direct fed-
eral rule in Bihar, India's sec-

ond most populous state, would
be valid enly if both houses of
parliament approved the step.

Vajpayee's 11-month-old
BJP-led government faces the
humiliating prospect of seeing
the sacked Bihar administra-
tion reinstated.

BJP spokesman Venkatiah
Naidu said today, however, that
the ruling coalition will not al-
low such a turn of events,

"We have various options be-
fore us,” Naidu asserted and
said the Hindu nationalists
hoped for a miracle during the
looming vote in the upper
house, or the Rajya Sabha.

"We know we do not have
majority in Rajya Sabha but
wisdom can still dawn on some
opposition parties," the BJP
spokesman told reporters in the
southern city of Madras.

"Between now and April 12
anything can happen,” he said
referring to the current session
of parliament, which ends next
month. "The government is
keeping its mind open,” Naidu
said.

S%eaking of the Congress,
which initially backed the BJP
on the Bihar state's sacking,
Naidu said the Hindu national-

‘the massacreof 11

BJP still hoping against hope

ists will stage their week-long
protest against the opposition
party's U-turn.

"We will strike at the very
roots of the Congress to expose
their double standards," the
BJP spokesman said.

The Congress Party itself
had dismissed dozens of state
governments when it was in
power, Naidu argued.

"We now want to know what
is the rationale behind the
Congress not supporting the
dismissal. We want to oW
why they favour the rule of jun-
gle in Bihar, Naidu said.

The BJP had cited a break-
dovn in law and order as the
main reason for imposing di-
rect rule in the eastern state
bordering Nepal.

Laloo Prasad Yadav, the
charismatic chief of Bihar's
sacked centrist RJD Party, has
warned the BJP would be
stripped of its dignity during
the Rajya Sabha vote.

Primme Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee removed the Bihar
government on February 19,
citing rampant crime following
r farmers
by a private militia of land-
lords there,
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Four muggers were arrested for snatching Tk 3,00,000 from an official of Concord

4 ...

Engineering and Construction Ltd when he was going to deposit the money with a bank at

Gulshan in the city on Sunday.
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AL meeting
today

A joint meeting of Awami
League city units and its front
organisations and leaders of
neighbouring districts and the
party MPs elected from Dhaka
will held at its central office
at 11 am today, reports UNB.

The meeting of the party
MPs and the presidents and
general secretaries of its Dhaka
City unit and the units of
Dhaka, Narayanganj, Gazipur,
Narsingdi, Manikganj and

Munshiganj districts has been
convened to make the party's
historic March 7 programme a
SUCCESS, , :

AL General Secretary and
LGRD and Cooperatives Minis-
ter Zillur Rahman has urged all
concerned to attend the meeting
on time,

Mahathir, Nasim
exchange views

Post and Telecommunica-
tions Minister Mohammad
Nasim said the government has
drawn up a modern telecom-
munications policy to provide
better service to the subscribers,
reports BS5.

“The government is encour-
aging private initiatives in the
telecommunications sector,
and two of the four private or-

anisations involved in cellu-

ar hone business in
Bangladesh belong to
Malaysia." Nasim said while
exchanging views with

Malaysian Primne Minister Ma-
hathir Mohammad at his Sher-
aton Hotel suite yesterday,

Mahathir said telecommu-
nications are a fast changing
technology and optical fibre is
the most modern one to provide
better service to the subscribers.

Mahathir invited Moham-
mad Nasim to visit Malaysian
multimedia corridor for shar-
ing TIEIces.,

Malaysian Foreign Minister
Syed Hamid Albar Bin and
Bangladesh's telecommunica-
tions secretary 5 D Khan were
present on the occasion.

Thai trade team
arrives in city

A 19-member Thai trade
mission arrived in the city
yesterday on a three-day visit to
explore new opportunities of bi-
lateral trade and investment,
reports UNB.

The mission, including
business people and officials,
will look into areas like air-
conditioning, food items, elec-
trical equipment, bathroom ac-
cessories and kitchenware for
mutual cooperation and joint
ventures.

They will meet Bangladesh
apex trade body — the Federa-
tion of Bangladesh Chambers of
Commerce and Industry
[FI:H{E]C” — and Dhaléa Chamber
o ommerge and Iodus
(DCCI) separately today to etg
change ideas with Bangladesh's
businesspeople.

Thai Ambassador in
Bangladesh Pithaya Pookaman
will also attend the meetings, a
Thai Embassy official said.

Salauddin’s soo

exhibition begins
By Staff Correspondent

Kazi Salahuddin Ahmed's
9th solo exhibition, "The City of
Memories,” with 52 oll-on-pa-
per pieces on display began at
Ga]leg’-ﬁl yestenjjay.

K K Sarkar, lecturer of art at
the Residential Model School,
was present as chief guest and
he inaugurated the show.

Speaking on the occasion,
Prof Nazrul Islam of Dhaka
University lauded the artist for
combining talent with persis-
tent toil. He added that the
artist's works were like that of a
modern Turner or even El-
Greco.

The artist has won five
awards and taken part in 27
group exhibitions.

The exhibition will remain
open till March 13. from 10 am
to 8 pm everyday.

AL govt leading

country towards
disaster: Ershad

SIRAJGANJ, Mar 2: Jatiya
Party chief and former presi-
dent HM Ershad has said the
present Awami League govern-
ment has brought the country to
the brink of disaster due
mainly to its incompetence and
wmg% policies, reports APB.

"This is why I have joined
the Opposition camp to ite
its fall,” he said while address-
ing a public meeting at
Hatikumrul Chowrasta under
Ullapara thana along Dhaka-
Bogra highway yesterday.
Abdus Sattar Sultan, the

‘convenor of the Ullapara thana

Jatiya Party was in the chair.
Former prime minister Kazi
Zafar Ahmed, Shah Moham-
mad Abu Zafar, Mukit Chowd-
hury, MP and Nasiruddin
Chowdhury, MP, among others,
addressed the rally.

He accused the government

of creating hindrances in the
way of holding public meetings

and detaining the Opposition
leaders and workers. The gov-

ernment, he alleged, was lead-
ing the country towards anar-

chy.



