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FPHP to HPSP

When it comes to fund allocation in the annual

budget, the health sector usually picks up
crumbs. This should not be the case, given
enormous social and economic implication

remained one of the more neglected areas in

ended on June 30, 1998, and succeeded by
mented in an effective manner.

tion of the FPHP found implementation of the
specific targets for service delivery

thrown down the drain.

care in a single packag

health structure in order to increase efficiency

the health sector.

Tighten Your Belt

The post-flood showdown in the economy

The total receipt till January stood at Tk 7,62

that revenue receipt in the first financial year

injunctions on import duty payments. In o

have not fared too badly in terms of revenue co

performed somewhat better than in the
year. This
efforts in

of Tk 15,700 crore as targeted.

dreaded roadblock, that needs be taken into
count and headed off if we are to meet the ori

of 'a balanced budget’ in end.

%mrermnent could not avoid borrowing from

anking

the corresponding period of the previous fiscal.
The tendency to borrow from banks to meet

stands in contrast to the fresh levies of Tk

if there has been any laxity

sures announced in the immediate aftermat
the floods.

Quality of Roads

and cons of the use of asphalt in building
ments and roads in the country. The highly tec
cal aspects to the construction of durable roads

curred due to deficiencies in design, supervi
and lack of proper quality control in asphalt.
strength stability are not done in most cases'
set standards.

and suggested use of cement as filler to ensu

supervision during construction of roads

road construction materials.

health. In fact, there is ample evidence to suggest
ill health is one of the key reasons behind further
pauperisation of low-income families. Lack of ad-
equate health is one of the main reasons behind a
person's poor physical and intellectual develop-
ment, adversely affecting his or her productivity.
Despite the abundance of such evidence, health has

broad social development scene of Bangladesh.
However, there have been some efforts, promoted
by donors, in recent years to provide well-targeted
health and family planning services to the rural
people in particular. One such programme was the
Fourth Population and Health Plan (FPHP), which

Health and Population Sector Programme (HPSP).
But there are serious doubts about the success of
FPHP and whether the HPSP would be imple-

The World Bank, which coordinated the funding
of the FPHP has already given a clear “thumbs
down” to the fourth health plan. A Bank evalua-

gramme to have been unsuccessful in terms of de-
veloping institutional sustainability. The Bank
found that the programme had failed to reach the
real poor segment of the population who were the
. In addition,
the programme had also failed to address the gen-
der issue. Given failures in such broad but crucial
areas, one would be entitled to wonder whether the
755 million dollars spent on the FPHP had been

What the government needs to do now is to eval-
uate the institutional problems, which caused such
failures in the implementation of the FPHP. This
is vital because the HPSP cannot afford to fail in
the same manner. The HPSP is designed to effect a
number of important reforms in the health sector,
and ensure village-level delivery of primary -health
e. This is too important to be
allowed to fail through inefficiency at the imple-
mentation level. The government must delegate au-
thority to the projects and decentralise the public

ensure accountability. Greater efforts need to be
undertaken to ensure community participation in

caused a shortfall in revenue collection during
first seven months of the current fiscal by Tk 804.

crore which interestingly enough bettered the col-
lection figure; of the corresponding period of the
last financial year by Tk 292,20 crore. One recalls

der the present government fell short of the target
largely because of the car dealers obtaining legal

words, in spite of the century's worst floods we

‘tion, which in turn means that tax administration
previous
ives cause to hope that with redoubled
e remaining five months of the current
fiscal we should be able to make up for the 9.4 per
cent collection deficit to close the year with a tally

There is, however, one likely variable, a much-

ginal
revenue target for the current fiscal. If we cannot
rid ourselves of hartal before long the revenue
shortfall will keep on increasing bursting the dam

Floods left a ringing message for the government
that it exercised an effective control over current
expenditure in order that the process of economic
recovery were helped, not hurt. But it seems the

system rather heavily from July to
November, 1998, with the over-all figure increas-
ing by Tk 740 crore from Tk 121 crore recorded in

rent account deficits is far from healthy. This

crore the 'government had imposed due to the flood
exigency.' The benefit from low international oil
prices also accrued to the government. We wonder
on the austerity mea-

Experts met at a seminar organised by the Civil
Engineering Division of the Institution of Engi-
neers, Bangladesh on Monday to analyse the pros
pave-

pavements were discussed and emphasised at the
seminar. According to the findings of an expert,
cracks in road pavement structures mainly oc-

remarks that mandatory criteria tests for 'retained

for immediate attention of the authorities con-
cerned so that all such constructions conform to

The expert pointed his finger at the basic flaws
which cause 'stripping of flexible pavement roads'

durable design life. In fact, the malaise of poor
quality materials used together with substandard

pavements in Bangladesh drains away a huge
amount of public money every year. Dishonesty in
procurement of construction materials, awarding
contracts to inexperienced and unworthy firms are
too common in our context. We would strongly
support the plea for properly manning the research
wing of the Road Research Laboratory as part of an
effective construction-cum-maintenance strategy.
This will help minimise the annual maintenance
I—Ct:ist by improving quality-control in the choice of
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Dialogue Offers a Way Out of the Blind Alley

HE municipal elections
were supposed to provide
the Bangladesh National-
ist Party (BNP) with its biggest
opportunity so far to put the
overnment on the defensive.
he BNP cobbled together an
alliance of all opposition par-
ties in parliament, jointly an-
nounced a boycott of the polls
and staged the longest hartal in
the Awami League's 32-month
rule in an effort to foil the elec-
tions.

The BNP and its allies had
probably calculated that these
would be enough to isolate the
AL, keep voters at home and
discredit the elections alto-
gether. Isolated and discredited,
the government would have
been shaken to its foundation.
The stage would then have been
set for the opposition alliance
to storm out of parliament and
launch an all-out campaign to
force an early resignation of the
governmernt.

That was the script. But
events did not quite run accord-
ing to the script, not least be-
cause the "cast of thousands”
failed to show up in the streets,
while the other “cast of mil-
lions” did turn up at the polling
stations. In effect, the opposi-
tion's poll boycott was voted out
of existence.

The reasons behind the BN-
P's desire to force an earlv res-
ignation of the government are
still shrouded in mystery. The
BNFP would have the public be-
lieve that the government has
failed to govern in every respect,
and does not deserve to stay in
power any longer.

While the AL's activities as a
player in the political arena
would make Machiavelli purr
with delight, its performance in
the field of governance has in-
deed left a lot to be desired. But
the BNP's position is rather
shaky, because performance of
the government is open to in-

If the BNP does need to concentrate on a one-point movement, then that point needs to be articu-
lated in parliament, and presented to the public for consideration at the next general elections.
Otherwise, the people would be hard-pressed to understand if there is any point

terpretation. Industrialists who
fail to secure bank loans may
think the economy has gone to
the dogs; but rural families who
have survived the floods of 1998
and not experienced any famine
or epidemics may think other-
wise.

Either way, the final judge-
ment on the government's per-
formance rests with the voting
public whose perception, rather
than the reality of the situa-
tion, is what will matter in the
end. Such a judgement can only
come thmug%] the ballot box, at
the appropriate lime.

What is certain is that the
opposition alliance now has a
tough task on its hands. Review-
ing the wreckage of their 66-
hour programme to foil the
municipal elections, they ap-
pear hard-pressed to find an av-
enue forward. The public's re-
fusal to respond to their call for
a boycott of the polls has left
the opposition's agitation strat-
Eﬁy in tatters. The BNP and its
allies are now busy pickin
through the debris of the hart
searching for clues as to what
went wrong.

The boycott debacle has left
the ngpusitjun with severely
limited options. Nearly a week
has passed since the end of the
polls, but the opposition is yet
Lo come up with a programme to
follow up its poll boycott and
hartal actions of Feb 23-25.
With passing day, the heat
in the political atmosphere dis-
sipates, making it more and
more difficult for the opposi-
tion to regroup and re-launch
their ill-fated movement.

So far, the opposition ap-
pears to be sticking to its four

in the four, five or any other set of points, let alone one point.

oint demands (which are, in
act, five). They have repeated
their threats to launch a one-
point movement to topple the
overnment unless their four or
ive points were met. But there
is, as yet. no clear sign as to
what strategy the BNP would
adopt in order to achieve the
tour ﬂuints plus one, or go for
just the one. There is a good rea-
son why this is so.

. A

sides of the argument. But the
BNF has also allied itsel with
small. more rabidly right-wing
parties. which have little stake
in the functioning of parlia-
ment or political stability un-
der the AL government. These
elements are no doubt piling up
the pressure on Khaleda Zia Lo
stick to agitation and turn away
from a negotiated settlement.
There is a great deal of talk

Che Cutside tory

L
When a movement succeeds
or is seen to be heading for suc-
cess, then it unites the party,
with all types of leaders clam-
ouring to get on board and
claim credit. The follow up ac-
tions come rapidly, building on
the success of the immediate
past. The strike is made while
the iron is still hot.

But when a movement is
seen to have been a disaster,
then follow-ups are hard to
come by. There is a great deal of
soul-searching and finger-
pointing. The party is thrown
into a severe dilemma. One side
demands immediate, tougher
actions to overcome the failures
of the previous programmes,
while the other hesitates, pre-
ferring to weigh up the cost of
agitation against possible gains
from a moderate approach.

The BNP contains such poles
within itsell, and there are im-
portant leaders to back up both

BY SABIR MUSTAFA

about marches, demonstrations
and siege programnmes., But
whether these would be part of a
serious movement, or []'u:at pro-

grammes to give the illusion of
agitation, remains to be seen. In
the peculiar world of
Bangladeshi politics, opposi-
tion parties oftien feel it neces-

sary to blow hot in order to keep
up the morale of the faithful.

They may even simply pgo
through the motions of mili-
tant posturing, even when pub-
lic response to such pro-

grammes is found to be non-ex-
istent.

The time of the year is also
acting against a full-blooded ac-
tion programme. The month-
long Secondary School Certifi-
cate examinations start tomor-
row, and the Eid-ul Azha holi-
days are due in the last week of
the month. All these would
make hartals or programmes
with potential to generate vio-

lence in the streets a high risk
public relations exercise, as
well as being self-defeating po-
litical blunders.

The BNF's failure to make
its agitation have any effect on
government resclve to go ahead
with the municipal polls has
undoubtedly had a demoralis-
ing effect within the party. On
the other hand, the people’s re-
sponse to the polls has
strengthened Prime Minister
Snheikh Hasina's hands.

With over 50 years of experi-
ence behind it, the AL is an as-
tute political player. Even be-
fore the hartals were over,
Hasina moved to seize the ini-
Lative, went into a higher gear
and launched a support mobili-
sation campaign in Dhaka and
Chittagong. The question was,
what Hasina would do with the
higher ground she had captured.
Would she stoke up the fires of
confrontation and run the BNP
into the ground, or would she
reduce the temperature, open up
lo the upffmsitiﬂn and try for a
negotiated peace?

Judging by events of the past
few days, it appears Hasina has
chosen the wiser path. Awami
League leaders have already
spoken about their readiness to
open a dialogue with the opposi-
tion. and it is likely that
Hasina would take a personal
intitiative in this regard. What
remains to be seen is whether
the AL would try to set the
agenda beforehand, and what
the response of the BNP would
be.

Khaleda Zia appears to be
taking a tough stance on talks.
She has told the BBC in an in-
terview that she would not sit

down for talks unless results of
the municipal polls were can-
celled first. She knows wvery
well this would be impossible
tor the government to even con-
sider. Not surprisingly, AL
leaders have warned the BNP
against setting preconditions
for talks.

The past few weeks should
have given both sides ample
food for thought. Hasina needed
to realise that a strategy based
on confronting agitation with
cc}untepaiitatiun only alien-
ates both her government and
party from the people. This
would not bode well for the fu-
ture. But if she is sincere about
the initiative to open a dialogue
with the opposition, without
setting an agenda beforehand,
then one would have to assume
that the AL leader has learnt
the lessons well and is prepared
to act accordingly.

Khaleda Zia has already
made one gigantic mistake, by
trying to force the public to de-
liver a verdict against the gov-
ernment in the streets. The les-
son of the municipal polls is
that, if she persists with her ef-
forts, then the verdict may not
go the way she hopes. If Khaleda
is astute enough to learn the
lessons of the past few weeks,
then she would realise that her
party has much to gain [rom
engaging in dialogue, making
its presence fell in parliament
and expending efforts in
strengthening its organisa-
tional and support bases at the
grassroots,

If the BNP does need to con-
centrale on a one-point move-
ment, then that point needs to
be articulated in parliament,
‘and presented to the public for
consideration at the next gen-
eral elections. Otherwise, the
people would be hard-pressed to
understand if there is any point
in the four, five or any ntﬂer set
of points, let alone one point.

Municipal Elections in Iran and its Ramifications

by Barrister Harun ur Rashid

N event of great conse-

quence is taking place in

Iran which seems to
capture little attention of the
media. It is the result of the
election of the municipal bodies
in the country. The reformist
President Khatami is
undertaking slowly and
steadily reforms in the po-
litical, administrative and so-
cial institutions in Iran.. He
of a
country comes from the lack of
accountability and the lack of
transparency. He was deter-
mined to set them right through
huldinﬁ the municipal elections
on 26th February.

Since the election of Presi-
dent Khatami in Iran in May
1997, fresh liberal ideas and re-
forms have percolated in many
streams of society in [ran, giv-
ing a hard knock to the conser-
vative clerical establishmeént.
Although Iran's 1979 Constitu-
tion provided municipal elec-
tions, no past regime during the
last twenty years since the [s-
lamic Revolution in 1979 took
up seriously to implement this
constitutional obligation. At
present the local Council offi-
cials were appointed by the In-

terior Ministry for a period of °

four years.

President Khatami decided
that the municipal elections
should be held to enable the lo-
cal bodies to plan and imple-
ment the programmes for their
own areas, rather than con-
trolled by Tehran. Elected local

President Khatami’s bold experiment in conducting the municipal elections will be considered a
turning point in the history of Iran after the Islamic revolution. His task of steering a reformist
Iran in the 21st century will undoubtedly create some degree of opposition among the conservative
elements in the country. But many believe that President Khatami will be able to consolidate his
power through large scale social, political and cultural changes with the support of
the majority of Iranians.

council should be entrusted
with the responsibility to meet
the local needs of the people.
.President Khatami's efforts to
decentralise the administra-
tion is seen as a giant and wel-
come step by the people in Iran.
Approximately 39 million
Iranians of 15 years of age or
over are eligible to vote for the
200,000 candidates at 52,000
polling stations. The people are
S0 enthusiastic to participate in
the election that about 4000
candidates contested for 15 po-
sitions at the Tehran City
Council. State radio said that
65 per cent of the voters cast
their ballots in the elections.
The early results show that
reformists look poised to seize
conirol of the majority of the
municipal bodies in the country
and out of 15 seats at the
Tehran City Council, 12 sup-
porters of President Khatami
won and the other three went to
independents. There is a report
that out of 11 city councils, at
least seven would be held by
ro-Khatami candidates. Re-
ormists and independents are
reported to be front-runners in

y

the city of Mashhad, the
stronghold of conservative cler-
ics. In central Isfahan, reform-
ers are said to be leading by a
wide margin..

This is a clear demonstra-
tion that the éﬁ)ﬂﬂplﬂ overwhelm-
ingly rejected the conservative
candidates. It is interesting that
the former Interior Minister
Abdullah Noori who was forced
put of Parliament last year be-
cause of his support for greater
freedom in social, political and
cultural areas won a seat with
the largest number of votes at
the Council in Tehran, This ap-
pears to constitute a rebuff to
the conservatives who control
the Parliament.

The results of the municipal
elections appear to presage the
outcome of the Parliamenta
elections next year. The signifi-
cant victory by the reformers is
bound to unnerve the conserva-
tive elements in politics in the
country. They may see their fate
writing on the wall at the next
election. Once the conservative
clerics do not control the Par-
liarnent there is a view that a

Japanese
Assistance on
SMEs

Sir. We are thankful to the
Government of Japan for show-
ing interest to assist in the
planned and scientific devel-

opment of the small and
medium enterprises (SMEs) in
Bangladesh (DS, Feb 13). This
sector has vast potentiality in
this country, enjoying a large

pulation of human resources,

oth male and female, and a
modest technical education
base.

Even a cursory reference to
the history of SMEs in Japan
will reveal that this sector
played a vital role in establish-
ing and strengthening the in-
dustrial development of Japan
during the post-War-II decades,
eventually leading to the estab-
lishment of giant industrial
conglomerates and groups
known world-wide as Hitachi.
Mitsubishi, NEC, Toshiba,
Sony, National/Technic and
others. Thousands of small
firms supplied the components
to the giant factories, to push
Japan into the forefront of the
global markets.

Better late than never. Our
SMESs and the cottage industries
in the informal sector need the
sefting up of basic technical
foundation and sound O&M
(operation and maintenance)
and management practices, to
ensure standard products
through QC (Quality Control).
The long years of Japanese ex-
perience and se will be of
immense benefit to our young
entrepreneurs, once -adapted to
the local working conditions.
Bangladesh has one of the dens-
est NGO networks in the world,
penetrating to some depth in
the rural areas. How this net
could be utilised may be worth a
survey while setting the infras-
tructure for the cottage indus-
tries.

In fact, we feel sad that
Japan took a pretty long time to
make up her mind to show some
interest in Bangladesh. Since
the early '90s, the private sector
has been showing an urge for
stimulated growth, initiated
with the government's keenness
for the right reforms in the
right direction, as evident from
the accelerated growth of ex-
portable products year after
year.

Now the energy sector is due
for a take-off, with the forth-
coming US technical assistance

in n_ianagemenl technic}ues (the

US delegation just left). In a
deltaic region, transport and
communication pose problems,
with redundancy reinforce-
ments embedded in the projects,
and heavier capital investment.

It is hoped, the time is not
far away when some of the
smaller labour-intensive in-
dustrial operations could be re-
located from Japan to
Bangladesh, as the cost of doing
business of Japan goes on in-
creasing (as it is doing in
Singapore), ironically facing a
strong Yen.

- AMM Aabad

Dhaka.

The royal

campaign

Sir, The AFP reported from
London that Queen Elizabeth Il
has with drawn her royal war-
rant from British tobacco firm.
This decision was made after
the Queen stopped ordering sup-
Elies of cigarettes for the royal

ouseholds because smoking is
no longer popular in the Royal
family.

The press report stated that
the Queen's eldest son and heir
to the throne, Prince Charles, a
fervent anti-smoker had been
instrumental in the withdrawal
of the warrant. Mentionable
that the Queen's father, grand-
father and great grandfather all
died of smoking-related ill-
nesses.

It is encouraging to learn
that smoking is no more popu-
lar in the British Royal ll;.mi]}'
and | heartily appreciate the
Queen's above decision as well
as Prince Charle's initiatives.

I sincerely hope that people
all over the world including
Bangladesh would follow suit in
appreciation of the present
smoking state of the British
Royal family.

M Zahidul Haque
BAl, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar,
Dhaka-1207.

Impending crash

Sir. After the [inancial
crash in Asean and other Asian
Tiger countries, similar proba-
ble minor calamities are being
analysed in other regions of the
world, in view of the com-
pressed global economy due to
closing of the communication
gap and extensive use of elec-
tronic trading or E-commerce.

South Asia had been rather
insulated from the direct fall-

~ practised b

ouls due (o lower and smaller
scile of the market, but this
should not encuuratﬁe compla-
cency, as there are other sources
or causes for sudden failures or
collapses of a nation's infras-
tructure.

Pervading corruption [or
subjective short-cuts to money.
power and influence) in a soci-
ety has c%reater potential to ini-
tiate sudden damages, and at a
deeper and wider level, which
cannot be predicted or con-
trolled (like an avalanche), be-
cause the whole structure starts
cracking up all around. as in a
severe earthquake, There is no
EWS (early warning system).

Bangladesh as many
weaknesses, most of them cu-
mulative, and some brash and
brazen, due to weak deterrents
the successive
rﬁﬁimes (indirectly supporting
evil practices — abatement). The
nation has to pay the price for
such shady collusions. The Law
of Compensation will hit back,
quietly and suddenly. The noise
makers are never successful.

It is time to be mentally pre-
pared, because nature will take
its toll, but this time not at the
poverty level, as happens dur-
ing and after the floods and cy-
clones. Money and power can-
not protect from the impending
retribution.

Abul M Ahmad
Dhaka

No barricade,

please!

Sir, Recerntly it has become a
regular feature to, barricade
roads and highways to ventilate
grievances or to realise de-
mands. These barricades on the
highways are raised by the local
mastans, factory workers, stu-
dents and political parties. It
causes immense sufferings to
the public. The helpless passen-
gers become pawm to these un-
scrupulous people. Especially
women and children have to
undergo untold sufferings for
hours together with nowhere to
fo. Even patients in ambulances

ave to die for unwanted delay
of medical care.

It has been seen that the gov-
ernment or the law enforcing
agencies always turned deaf ear
in eradicating unlawful barri-
cades. The government is sup-
posed to act in favour of the
people, not against them.

GMF Abdur Rob
DOHS (New), Dhaka.
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new era would unfold in the

courntry.
Iran’'s iselation from the
mainstream . of the interna-

tional range community seems
to be gradually disappearing.
The present leadership and Lhe
people are eager to play an im-
ortant role in the world af-
airs, lranians generally prefer
having their country recognised
as an important country than
bLeing shunned by the Weslt, The
people in Iran want' more [rée-
dom and more isteraction with
the outside world. Under the
Presidency of Mr. Khatami
gone are the days of conser-
vatism where the views of
voung men and women had
been ignored.

Modern technology plays a
dominant part in accelerating
economic growth in a country
and Iran recognises that the
western technology is neces-
sary to modernise its oil plants
and installations. The holding
out the olive branch by Iran to
the European countries has al-
ready begun. France and Italy
have strengthened their bilat-
eral relations with Iran. Oil ex-
plorations worth billions of
dollars in Iran have been ac-
cepled by French and Italian
companies, disregarding the
US sanctions and penalties un-
der US laws. Signs of change in
US policies are being perceive

towards Iran. The Clinton Ad-
ministration supported Presi-
dent Khatiami's initiative to
cullural, sports and academic
exchanges between the US and
Iran . As a result the US admin-
istration eased travel to the US
by many [ranians.

Iran is emerging as a re-
gional power and the testing of
an intermediate ballistic mis-
sile indicated that the security
of the Persian Gull could not
centinue for long 'without Iran’s
paricipation. US Secretary of-
State last June admitted that
although the global network
had grown largely without
Iran’s participation. Iran would
be welcome if it was willing to
make a "constructive contribu-
tion.”

Irann was able to mend its re-
lations with Arab countries.
The holding of the Islamic
Summit in Tehran on 9th De-
cember 1997 demonstrated the
standing of Iran in the Arab
world. The Summit was partic-
ipated by all the Arab leaders
including Chairman Yasser
Arafat.

There is a strong view that
Iran’s growing military
strength and increasing diplo-
matic interaction with Euro-
pean countries will continue.
Iran’s position could be further
strengthened if lran is seen to
be governed by demiocratic and

stable political institutions.
There are several flashpoints in
the Middle East region, such as
Palestine issue and Israel, Is-
rael’'s occupation of southern
Lebanon, Iraq and the US and
Afghanistan. All these issues
directly or indirectly affect
[ran. Conscious of its role, Iran
appears to have moved away
from its earlier “shouting
match” diplomacy .

President Khatami's bold
experiment in conducting the
municipal elections will be
considered a turninF point in
the history of Iran after the Is-
lamic revolution. His task of
steering a reformist Iran in the
21st century will undoubtedly
create some degree ol opposi-
tion among the conservative el-
emenis in the country. But
many believe that President

Khatamii will- be-able to consol-
idate his power through large
scale social, political and cul-
tural changes with the support
of the majority of Iranians and
the municipal elections may be
the beginning of a new moder-
ate and democratic Iran. Presi-
dent Khatami appears to be de-
termined to leave behind the
imprint and authority of his re-
formist personality in [ran.

The  writer is former
Bangladesh Ambassador to the
United Nations' in Europe.
Geneva.

CORRIGENDUM

In the article "A Rich is a Poor
or a Poor is a Poor" published
estﬂrday. the Law and Justice
inister s name was distorted
due to printer's devil. It should
read as Abdul Matin Khasru.

The error is regretted.

US-Bangladesh Cooperation May Open
Doors Of Opportunity in Energy Sector

ANGLADESH visit ol Mr.

Calvin Humphrey, Acting

Assistant Secrelary of LIS
Energy Department, who al4-
member US delegation of power
experts and officials might
open up an excellent opportu-
nity for the two countries to es-
tablish mutually beneficial re-
lationship in this sector. This
opportunity might further be
augmented because of Mr. Bill
Richardson as US Energy Secre-
tary who has genuine "love and
commitment ol cooperation”
for Bangladesh.

We also believe these visits
of various US delegations are
prelude to forthcoming South
Asia visit of US President Bill
Clinton. It is a known fact that
President Clinton comes {rom
one of the poorest states of his
country and does have deep
sense of understanding of the
meaning of poverty alleviation.
It Is time for Bangladesh gov-
ernment as well as opposition
political parties to formulate a
joint strategy to establish mu-
tually beneficial relationship
with the world's most powerful
country as well as to address the
world's largest 474 billions plus
yearly import market. Perhaps,
it is the last opportunity for
Bangladesh, one of the poorest
countries of the world. to secure
a tangible US cooperation and
assIstance in the nation's over-
all development programme to
avoid disastrous strain of popu-
lation growth.

Although Bangladesh gov-
ernment is regularly bragging
about its ‘open power policy and
firm l1:»1511‘1 to make maximum
use of the country's gas and en-
trgﬁ resources by blending to-
gether local and foreign exper-
tise'. it is also reported that for-
eign investors are often frus-
trated in the absence of trans-
parency in dealing with them.
US being technologically most
advanced country, this visit is
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also opening up scope and pos-
sibilities of much wider cooper-
ation including in the ener
sector, The l'u[ﬁnwing may be
considered lor inclusion within
the scope of proposed study on
sirategic use of natural gas as
agreed hetween the lwo govern-
ments:

A. Natural Gas being only
marketable but non-renewable
natural resource, its exploita-
tion should be related to job
generation in the country,
through technology transfer
with special reference to rt
oriented manufacturing and re-
lated infrastructure develop-
ment. We need to identify areas
where hundreds of thousands of
new jobs may be generated to
reach benefit of this precious
natural resource to the common

eople of the country in its bid
or poverty alleviation. Petro-
chemical, Textile, Automobile
Tire, Iron & Steel and Energy
Intensive Electronic manufac-
turing may be considered as po-
tential areas. The United States
leading in all of these, tech-
nologies and also importin
billions of dollars worth o
these products, is certainly in a
position to heip Bangladesh.
Possibilities of every billion
dollar new imports by the USA
from Bangladesh may generate
over 300,000 new jobs and if we
can address 1 per cent of US im-
port market we are looking at
over 1.2 million new jobs.

B. Bangladesh certainly
need to consider export of natu-
ral gas to generate funds to meet
the import cost of technology
and machinery for infrastruc-
ture as well as industrial devel-
opment. Exporting natural gas
by way of taking it to foreign
country by pipeline may bring
maximum benefit to the coun-
try. India being our immediate
neighbour and also in need of
energy import, they will be our
best buyer if we can negotiate
mutually beneficial contracts

where US companies working
in our gas fields may play a ke
role, With transparency in deal-
ing with US companies it will
unquestionably be possible to
create public opinion in favour
of exporting natural gas to In-
dia. Honest intent, well planned
and innovative use of media in-
cluding Radio and Television
are essential to create such pub-
lic opinions.

C. Information Technology
and Telecommunication are
major areas where through
suitable transfer of technology
Bangladesh may derive maxi-
mum benefit from highly ad-
vanced US technologies. It may
be noted that in the past
Bangladesh installed telephone
exchanges (public switching
equipment) importing from
Japan at a cost of $1100 per line
while better quality AT&T
equipment were available at
$240 per line, We believe
Bangladesh would need a few
million lines of telephone
switching equipment during
next two decades. Technology
transfer from the US compa-
nies like AT&T and env:isaginﬁ
progressive manufacturing wi
enable us to create few thousand
new jobs. Potential of exporting
IT services and Telephone
equipment may also be taken
into consideration as long term
strategy,

Signing of these accords
between Dhaka and Washington
will lead us towards a new
horizon in the new millennium
for a Innﬁ:l_tlerm mutually bene-
ficial technical cooperation for
our social development and
poverty alleviation. It is our
earnest desire that agencies
those who are directly involved
in implementing these accords
may invite and consider public
opinion where Bangladeshis
including expatriates can play
their appropriate role in this

vital national development en-
deavour. '




