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Mahathir
blasts
West

By Special Ciurrespundent

Malaysian Prime Minister
Dr Mahathir Mohamad vester-
day accused the West of taking
steps to undermine his coun-
lry's economy but said “We
have been able to fend those off
so far’.

Describing as a "clash of
civilisationn’, something which
he said the West wants in poor
and developing countries. Dr
Mahathir said "bolched at-
tempts had been direclted to
destabilise our country”.

The Malaysian Primme Min-
ister was addressing a press
conference at the Winter Gar-
dens of Sheraton Hotel yester-
day afternoon.

Al the hour-long press con-
ference, he replied to numerous
questions on the detention and
trial of former Deputy Prime
Minister Anwar Ibrahim.
whom he described as a “friend
of the West which wanted to see
him as Primme Minister”.

Dr Mahathir dwelt on the
‘invasion by currency traders”
to undermine the economies of
Malaysia and other Asian
tigers’ (Thailand and Korea),
the stability that Malaysia at-
tained after fending off the
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Eight leaders
€njoy river
cruise

The D-8 leaders had a river
cruise yesterday on board
BIWTC vessel VS Masud, reports
UNB.

Earlier, in the morning
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
received the distinguished
guests from Turkey, Malaysia,
Pakistan, [ran, Egypt,
Indonesia and Nigeria on their
arrival at Pagla Ghat from
where the river cruise started.

During the three-hour cruise
on the rivers Buriganga.
Dhaleshwari and Meghna, the
D-8 leaders enjoved the scenic
beauty of riverine Bangladesh,

While enjoying the enchant-
ing sights stretching from Pagla
Ghal to Gazaria, they greatly
complimented the tremendous
development works taking
place on both sides of the rivers.

In course of the cruise, the
leaders of the cight developing
countries also informally dis-
cussed in a cordial atmosphere,
the possibilities of meaningful
cooperation among the member
rnations.

The ieaders expressed Lheir
hope that, as the new chairper-
son of the D-8, Bangladesh
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
would place the D-8 resolutiens
before wvarious international
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IS session
resumes today

The current session of the
Jatiya Sangsad resumes its sit-
Lng at 4:30 pm today after a 12-
day recess, reporis BSS.

The 12th session of the Sev-
enth Jatiya Sangsad began on
January 25 and was adjourned
on February 18. During the pe-
riod the Parliament held 13 sit-
tings.

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed addressed the Sangsad
on the first day of the present
SES510T],
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D-8 adopts Dhaka
Declaration

By Staff Correspondent |

The 1wo-day Second D-B
Summit concluded in the cily
vesterday with the adoption of
the Dhaka Declaration pledging
steps (o turn the new grouping
into an effective trading bloc
and greater cooperation in 13
thrust sectors.

The Summit was a turning
point in infusing dynamism in
the D-8 that represents eight
most pbpulous Muslim coun-
tries having a total of 800 mil-
lion people. nearly one seventh
of the global population, the
Declaration said.

The D-8. launched in June
1997, comprises Bangladesh,
Egypt, lran., Indonesia.,
Malaysta, Nigeria, Pakistan
and Turkey. The third Summit
will be held in Cairo in 2001.

Through the Dhaka Decla-
ration, the D-8 leaders recog-
nised trade and business as one
of the most potential areas of
cooperation and collaboration
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and resolved to convene a meet-
ing of ministers of trade and
cominerce at an early date.

The Declaration called for
establishing a Federation of D-
8 Chambers of Commerce and
Industries and asked the mem-
bers to expedite implementa-
tion of the already assigned
Erinrit:-; projects at the earliest

y ulilising available resources
and capabilities,

The Declaration acknowl-
edged benefits of globalisation
but cautioned that the D-8
should recognise the accompa-
nying risks of destabilisation
and increased inequality be-
tween developing and developed
countries.

The D-8 leaders decided to
censull with relevant interna-
tional institutions to minimise
the effects of the global finan-
cial crisis and to contribute to
reforms in the international
linancial system in coopera-
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tion with other developing
countries.

The 33—point Declaration
agreed on the need for creating a
permanent coordinating centre
to facilitate conference and sec-
retarial services and instructed
the D-8 Council of Ministers to
finalise it before the end of
2000,

The Dhaka moot adopted
S0Nie concrele measures to
shape the cross-continent D-8
grouping into a strong trading
bloc through adoption of mullti-
farious programmes, including
holding meetings and semi-
nars. and constituting various
forums and groups, according to
UNB.

The summiteers decided to
consultl relevant international
mstitutions both to minimize
the effects of the %lnbal finan-
cial crisis and also te con-
tribute to efforts ainied at re-
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The concluding session of the Second D-8 Summit at Sheraton Hotel in the city vesterday.
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Call for launching D-8 Business Forum

productive alliance
forged: Hasina

By ¢ aff Correspondent

Prime Minister 5heikh
Hasina, the new chairperson of
the D-8. has described the sec-
ond sununil as an event that
has succeeded in forging a pro-
ductive allianice for partnership
for developrnent and economic

Ccooperalion.

She said the private sector
will be the main engine of
growth and development with
the governments of the D-8
countries lacilitating the pro-
cess and called for ecreating a
Business Forum as early as
possible 1o ensure private sec-
tor's involvement in the devel-
apment process.

“We have been able to chart
out pragmatic and practical
steps which would benefit the
ordinary people ol the eight
member countries that repre-
sent a population of about 800
million.” Sheikh Hasina told a
crowded post-summit press

corilerence vesterday evening.

The Summit has agreed lﬁal
as the Chairperson of D-8 she
would take the initiative to in-
form other international bod-
les and groupings, particularly
the G-8. of the views of the new
organisation. Hasina said.

Hasina said the Dhaka
sumunit had the first opportu-
nity to review the progress of
the nascent alliance which had
identified 13 non-exhaustive
areas of cooperation.

She stated that all the mem-
ber-countries had already
taken major steps in their re-
spective thrust sectors, which
has been reflected in the Dhaka
Declaration.

Hasina said freer access to
international markets, in-
creased foreign direct invest-
ments could enhance the efforts
of the D-8 countries.
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2 boeings for Hajj
pilgrims to
arrive by Mar 10

By Special Correspondent
Bangladesh Biman signed an
agreement vesterdav with
China Southern Airlines to get
two Boeing-777-200 aircrall on
lease Lo ferry Hajj pilgrims.

Biman officials said the
planes would be available by
March 10. providing it the
much-needed bailout to ferry an
estimated 18,000 to 20,000 pil-
grims. The wide-bodied aireraft
are capable of carrying 380 pas-
sernfers cach,

A botched agreement with a
US oprrator through its local
agent. said to be an influential
person s son, landed Biman in
rough walers, forcing it to di-
vert 11s aircraft from interna-
tionial flights to carry the pil-
grims.

The Ub operator, Air Char-
tered World, had earlier
proinised to provide Biman
with the same aircraft from
China Southern, but backed out
at the last minute without giv-
ing any satisfactory explana-
tion. Biman officials described
it as a breach of contract,

Details of vyesterday's
agreernent with the Chinese air-
Line, the first direct signing by
Birnan with an airline. were not
immediately available,

Kibria to meet Kafco
shareholders Mar 7

star Report

In a bid to resolve various
roblems of the trouble-in-
ested fertitiser commpany Kafco,

its partners will hold a meeting
with Finance Minister SAM S
Kibria on March 7, sources said,
The meeting would try to ad-
dress Kafco's pending gas bill
iIssues, poor machinery re-
placement and loan issues.

The sources said the meeting

will be participated by Kafco

' Japan Investment Company

President Yoshinori Matsuura.
Chairman ol Haldor Topsoe
A/S, Copenhagen. Dr. Holder
Topsoe and IFU representative
Martin M Kristensen.

Industries Secretary and
Chatrman of Kafco KM Ejazul
Hug, Chairman of Bangladesh
Chemical Industries Corpora-
tion M Anwarul Hoque and oth-
ers will also participate in it.

The Kafco partners will also
mect the Industries Minister af-
terwards,

Sources said that the foreign
partners of Kafco are likely to
press the governinent further to
accept the commercial settle-
mernt proposed by general con-
tracters Marubeni and Chiy-

oda. Both these companies are
also lenders of the Kafco pro-
ject.

The government has also
formed a nmine-member com-
mittee headed by the Finance
Minister to probe into irregu-
larities in Kafco.

Since inception in 1995,
Kafco has incirred a loss of USS
120 million due to mechardeal
failures. The plant was shut
dowri as many as 37 times since
it was pul into place. The ex-
part-orientied fertiliser factory,
which gets natural gas at a raie
much lower than any olher
consumer in the country, has
nol also paid over USS 12 1ml-
lion i gas bill.

The government's refusal
had prompted the Overseas
Economic Cooperation Fund
(OECF]) of Japan to pul pressure
on Bangladesh

[ndustries Minister Tofail
Ahmned in a meeting with QECF
last month said that the plant
was poorly built with low-gual-
ity equipment resulting in fre-
quent breakdowns. e said, “if
the plant is accepted as it is,

See Page 12 Col 4

Pakistan Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif visited the Bangabandhu Museum at Dhandmondi

in the city vesterday.

Business leaders say

D-8 to promote trade,
investment

Economy, not politics,
should be the main component
in cementing relations and
yvielding benefits to the peoples
of D-8 countries, business leatl-
¢rs in the city said yesterday,
reports UNDB,

Welcoming the emphasis
laid on the private sector in the
Dhaka Declaration of just con-
cluded D-8 summit, the business
leaders lauded commitment ol
the summiteers to seek reforms
in international linancizl sys-
tem for functioning of econo-
mic globalisation,

Business leaders in Bang-
ladesh see a good prospect of

remoting investment. trans-
erring technology and
expanding market in the eight-
member inter-continental eco-
nomic bloc.

"l see very good prospects of
economic cooperation.” said
Abdul Awal Mintoo, president
of the Federativn of Bangladesh
Chambers of Cormmmerce and In-
dustry (FBCCIL).

He identified two areas
where the member countries
can share benefits: transfer of
mediun technology and in-
vestinent among the member
states,

Mualaysia and Turkey are
capable enough of making in-
vestments in and transferring
medium technologies to other

memnber countries in the group-
ing, especially Bangladesh and
[ran.

Mintoo appreciated the

clause 15 and 16 of the Dhaka
Declaration, that f{loated ideas
of holding the first D-8 Business
Forum and forming a Fed-
eration of [D-8 Chambers of
Commerce and Industry.

'l hope our Prime Minister,
who took over as Lhe new
Chairperson of D-8, will initi-
dle posilive steps towards im-
plemnenting the decisions,” said
the apex trade body chief.

He said political relation-
ship will yield nothing because

See Page 12 Col 3
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D-8 leaders visit
Bangabandhu
Museum

"This is a [itling memorial
for the struggle of a great pa-
triot,” wrote Malaysian Prime
Minister Mahathir
Mohaminad. in the visitor's
book after going round the
Bangabandhu Museum yester-
day morning. reports UNB.

The Malaysian leader took a
Keen look at many historical
photographs of Bangabandhu at
the ground floor of the house-
turned-museum of Father of the
Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman.

Going to the first [loor,
Mahathir sadly looked at the
bedroom of Bangabandhu,
where all the articles on display
were used by the great leader
over 23 years ago.

While moving round the mu-
seumm, the Malaysian premier
stood for a while in front of a
life-size photograph of
Bangabandhu kept at the fam-
ily drawing room. Then he
stared at the spot on the stairs
where the bullet-riddled body of
Sheikh Mujib lay for sometime
after his assassination by a
group of disgruntled army offi-
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Interview with The Daily S'

Demirel defines D-8 goals

5

President Suleyman Demi
rel has said that the Dhaka
Summit has set an important
nilestone in the D-8 process in
terms of progress and achie-

vement towards ils goal

‘It is less than a two-year old
organisation. The remarkable
thing is that by identifying spe-
cific projects we have been able
to put 1the D-8 on a sound foot-
ng." suid the Turkish President
in an exclusive interview with
The Daily Star at his hotel soite
vesterday.

He said he fell the potential
of the eight-nation alliance is
tremendous’.

“On one end is Nigeria and
the other end is Indonesia. Op-
portunities for new avenues ol
cooperdtion abound in Islamic
seography. and this could cer-
tainly be achieved through our
efforts.” said Demeril, who
presided over the launching of

By M Anwarul Haq

D-8 in [stanbul on June 15,
1997,

Turkey, he said, as part of its
commitinent to -8, has al-
ready designed an agricultural
aircratt and that it would have
its first experimental flight by
the end of the year.

The Dhaka Summit, he said,
provided an opportunity to the
leaders of the eight countries to
look into the core areas of coop-
eration,

"We also had the opportunity
to exchange views on global
economic issues confronting all
of us today,” Dermirel said.

Al the meetings and foruns,
thg Turkish President said, dis-
cussions focussed on increasing
lrade volume “among our-
sclves”, establishment of a
Joint Business Forum, the mu-
tual promotion of investments,
the stock markets, banking and

See Page 12 Col 2

Sulevman Demirel

Bagerhat SP refuses to accept case

Discovery camera crew assaulted

by hoodlums in Sundarbans

Armed heoodiums invaded a
vessel lo-assault a wildlile cam-
eraman from the America's
Discovery Channel on February
24 after he protested acts ol pol-
lution in the Sundarbans.

Mike Herd, the cameraman,
and his local assistant were on
a vessel, M.V.Chhuti, anchored
at the Katka Forest Station,
Herd and the vessel owner said.

The incident occurred when a
group of seven assailants from
the M.V.Royal Gondola. a
tourist boat also anchored at
Katka, allegedly boarded the
Chihuti carrying automatic pis-
tols and hockey-sticks, and as-
saulted Herd and his field assis-
tant Rubaiyat Mansur. Herd
wasg {filming a documentary on
tigers in the Sunderbans.

“Atl about 5:30 pm, on Febru-
ary 24, a group of seven men led
by one Faruk -- the owter of the
Khulna-based Royal Hotel and
Royal Tours and Travels--

By Staff Correspondent

boarded our vessel, M.V.Chhuti,
brandishing clubs and an au-
tomatic pistol. Qnce aboard.
they grabbed my Field Assis-
tant Rubaiyat Mansur by the
hair, pulled him downstairs
and beat him with the clubs.
They then held a gun to his
head. Several Chhuti crew
members and two Bangladeshi
tourists were also beaten trjﬂnﬁ
to stop the violence. Faru
made many threats about
killing people and sinking the
Chhuti ... He attempted to hit
me bui was distracted,” Herd
said in a letter to the British
High Comrnission. A copy of the
letter was forwarded to The
Daily Star,

Several members of the crew
as well as tourists aboard the
Chhuti sustained injuries while
attempting to stop the violence.

This incident r:f eared to
have been prompt y a previ-
ous encounter between the Dis-

covery man and Faruk earlier
that alternoon when Herd,
during a routine wvisit to the
filming site. noticed that the
M.V.Roval Gondela had been
dumping all its garbage into the
waters of the Katka canal.
Having picked up the mass of
empty beer cans floating in the
water, Herd and Mansur report-
edly took them to Faruk and “in
all politeness” reguested him
not to dump non-disposable
waste in the canal.

According to Herd, Faruk
took offence at this and boarded
the Chhuti within an hour of
the incident.

According to Section 23 of the
Wildlife Preservation
[Amendment]) Ac¢t of 1974,
dumping solid waste-matter in
a wildlife sarictuary is a pun-
ishable offence. The law also
says that it is fllegal to carry
firearms within a five-mile ra-
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Sharit to visit

Rangamati
today
RANGAMATI. Mar 2;
Pakistan Primne "~ Minister

Mohammad Nawaz Sharif is
due (o wvisit this hill town to-
MOrrow. reports BSs.

According to district adnunn-
istration, the Fakistani leader,
immediately after his arrival
here will go pil a cruise on
Kapter Lake, The Pakistani
team will visit the ircibal mou-
seurmn and witness a cultural
programune, to be presented by a
group of tribal artistes.

Khaleda calls
on Demirel

Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament Begum Khaleda Zia
called on Turkish President Su-
leyinan Demirel at his hotel
suite in the cily yesterday and
discussed activities of D-8 and
its Dhaka declaration, reports
UNB.

Begum Zia thanked Deniirel
for Jus initiative in forming the
orgarisation of developing
eight countries by holding its
first conlerence at Istanbul in
1997,

She said the D-8 member

countries could achieve
progress by Implemeriting its
objectives.

The Turkish President said
the [D-8 member countries
would be ahble to achieve their

‘goals by performing the respon-

sibilities they have been en-
trusted with.

Damiire] told Begum Zia that
a lask of making small aircrafl
for agricultural activities has
falien on the shoulder of
Turkey while Bangladesh has
been entrusted with setting up
of rural based small industries.
"All the D-B meimnber countries
nave been given different jobs.”

The Turkish president in-
l[ormed the BNP chairperson
about its European Union
membership and the problem
with Cypius.

Dacoaits kill ACI

guard, loot
office in Kushtia

From Our Correspondent

KUSHTIA, Mar 2: A dacoity
was committed in the office-
cum-gedown of ACH Company at
Kamalapur near police lines of
the town last night.

Police said, a gang of armed
dacoits stormed into the com-
pany's office at dead ol night,
killed its guard Abdul Alim, 32,
and looted medicines and other

roducts worth about Tk five
akh.

Police recovered the body
this morung and sent It to
Kushtia General Hospital for
AULOpsY,

Ctg port: New
container yard

opens today

From Staff Correspondent
CHITTAGONG, Mar 2: The
Chittagong port authority has
takern preparation (o comimis-
sion the newly built container
vard inside the port jetties to-
morrow, port sources said.

The new yard, built at 2 cost
of about Tk six crores, will have
the capacily to accommodate
250 containers. This will help
ease the container congestion at
Chittagong port, the sources
added.

During the recent 66-hour
hartal emforced by opposition,
Chittagong port faced a severe
space crisis with a burden of
about 14,000 containers against
the capacity of 10,000 contain-
ers inside the jetties.

With the connnissioning of
the new container yard, the ca-
pacity for accommodating con-
tainers will increase. the
sources said.



