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D-8 leaders pay homage to the martyrs of the Liberation
Savar yesterday. (Top) From left are Nigerian minister A A Isa, E
for People’s Welfare and Povert
Hassan Habibi and Pakistan

Foreign Minister Sartaz Aziz.

War by placing wreaths at the National Mausoleum in
gyptian Foreign Minister Amr Moussa and Minister
y Eradication Haryona Suyono of Indonesia, (Bottom) Iranian First Vice President Dr
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Apology for crimes
by Pakistani troops

in 71 demanded
By Staff Correspondent

Various socio-cultural and
women's organisations of the
country in separale statements
vesterday demanded Pakistan
officially apologise and com-
pensate [or itssatrocilies and
brutalities in 1971.

Ekatturer Ghatak Dalal
Nirmnul Committee said that a
formal apology would not be
enough, Pakistan should also
compensate for genocide and
repression on two lakh women
in 1971, repay all its dues to
Bangladesh, and take back five
inkh Pakistani nationals.

[n a separate statemnent,
Platform to Resist Violence
Against Women also called for
justice to the victims of rape
and violence by Pakistani sol-
diers during the Liberationn War.

Ekatturer Juddhaporacdhider
Bichar Andoelan, Mukltijoddha
Samonnay Parishad, Muktijo-
ddha Sanghati Parishad and
Jatiya Ainjibi Parishad in
separdle statements also
reiteraled the demands and
urged the visiting Pakistani
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
lo Ltake initiative Lo try the war
criminals responsible for rapes
and genocide in 1971.

The statements also de-
manded taking back the stran-
ded Pakistanis in Bangladesh,

Confce on landmines
begins Mar 20

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh is going 1o hast
an NGO-level internatlional
conference on 'Freeing Soulh
Asia from Landmines [rom
March 20 to 22 with the aim to
promote peace in the region,

Bangladesh Campaign to
Ban Landmines (BCBL), a non-
fjovernment organisation, will

old the three-day conference
in the city., Some 50 anti-land-
mine activists [rom abroad, in-
cluding 18 from the SAARC
countries, will take part in the
conlerence.

Al 4 press conference held at
the Jatiya Press Club yesterday
evening to mark the signing ol
the International Treaty to Ban
Landmine, BCBL officials said
that the international confer-
erce would reinforce
Bangladesh's image as an anti-
war state.

Bangladesh is one of the sig-
natories of the International
Treaty 1o Ban Landmine signed
by 135 countries since 1997.
However. couniries like the
ISA. China. India. Pakistan
and Myanmar have nol yet
signed the Lreaty.

The press conlerence was
addressed by representatives of
[nternational Campaign to Ban

Landmines (ICBL) Emimna Lesley,
Regional Cooperation Delegale
ol Switzerland Bruce Biber and
Anton Marti, and BCBL of-
ficials MA Quashem. HM
Zubair, Shahidullah, Rafiqul
Islarn and Mohammad Shah-
buddin,

‘In South Asia, landmine
siluation in Alghanistan and
Cambodia are worst., There are
soime landmine problems in In-
dia as well as in the
Bangladesh-Myanmar border
region.” said MW Faraque, chief
co-ordinator of BCBL.

In recent years, some 10 to
12 people died due to landmine
explosion in Bangladesh-
Myanmar border while innu-
merable people were injured, he
added,

"One person is dying or be-
corming crippled due to land-
miie explosion somewhere
dround the world every 22
minutes,” MW Faruque said,
adding that every year 2 mil-
llor mines were being planted,
hut only one hundred thou-
sands were being neutralised.
There were some 120 crore ac-
tive mines around the world
which would require some Tk
15,680 crore to disarm.

US co appointed adviser to IDCOL

The Infrastructure Devel-
opment Company Limited
(IDCOL), an investment arm set
up by the government to help
the private sector companies
develop infrastructure with a
capital of 225 million dollars
from the World Bank, yesterday
appointed Price Water House
Coopers Securities LLC (PWHC)
as an investiment adviser.

An agreement for three years
in Lthis regard was signed be-
tween IDCOL and PWHC. Yusuf
Abdullah Haroon, Director on
behall of IDCOL and Richard
Gledhill, Managing Director of
the PWHC, singed the agreement
in the city.

The US company would
work as a consultant and pro-
ject appraiser and arrange fi-
nance for the privale sector
companies seeKing assistance
from IDCOL that would work as
a subordinate lender to infras-
tructure projects.

IDCOL will provide up to 40
per cent of the project financing
to develop infrastructure pro-
jects, Yusuf Abdullah Haroon
said,

Currently eisht projects in
power, gas and port sectors
mostly submitted by the multi-
nationals and joint-venture
companies, are on the waiting
list for appraisal by the IDCOL.

The company was set up un-
der two agreements, signed be-
tween Bangladesh government
and lhe International Devel-
opment Agency, the lending
arm of the World Bank, to spur
private seclor parlicipation in
infrastructure building,

Richard Gledhill said his
company would help investlors
globally on Bangladesh poten-
tials. mapping out details of the
infrastructure projects, mar-
keting, financing and technical
evaluation and assist IDCOL
building its capabilities,

It would also help the poten-
tial companies arrange finance
and in that case the IDCOL's
contributions would come down
to 20 per cent from 40 per cent,
he added.

‘Bangladesh has tremendous
potentials in energy, telecom
and transport sectors. You have
a good track record of growth.
There is a potential to acceler-
ate that growth," Gledhill said.

His company is among four

el

By Special Correspondent

international companies winch
applied lor enlistment as pro-
appraiser instead ol in-
house consullants to cut costs,
he said.

It has a workloree of 140,000
globally, Currently the com-
pany is working in similar pro-
jects in Thailand, Philippines
and 5ri Lanka.

“We are pulting a resident
adviser inn Dhaka who would
start working from this
month,” Gledhill said.

The lirm would receive 8.3
million dollars over a period of
Lhree years from IDCOL as fee
tor its services, IDCOL officials
said,

The signing ceremony was
attended, among others, by Ab-
dul Awal Mintoo, president of
FBCCI, businessmen, officials
and Dr Jamilur Reza Choud-
hury of BUET. who headed an
evaluation committee to select
the consultant for the IDCOL,

Ekatturer (zhuatak Da
near the National

i

lal Nirmul Committee demonstrated
Museum

in the city yesterday

demanding formal apology from Pakistan for war crimes
including genocide and repression on women during war

of liberation in 1971,
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Adamjee Cantt
College re-union

The annual reunion 1999 of
Adamjee Cantonment College
Ex-Students' Association will
be held on Friday at 9:30 am at
the college auditorium, says a
press release.

All ex-students of Adamjee
Cantonment College are re-
quested to kindly obtain entry
coupons Irom president Mag-
boolul Islam, 4, Bejoynagar,
Dhaka, Phone 9331439 latest
by March 3.

Janaza of
Mustafizur
Rahman
today

The namaz-e-janaza of for-
eign secretary Mustafizur Rah-
man will be held today at 12
noon at the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, reports BSS.

Before his burial at the Mir-
pur Shaheed Intellectuals
Graveyvard 'another janaza of
the deceased will be held at Gul-
shan Central Mosque after
Zohr prayers,

The gqulikhwani of Rahman
will be held at his Gulshan offi-
cial residence on March 5
(Friday) after Asr prayers.

Mustafizur

Rahman's death
condoled

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed has expressed his deep
sorrow at Lhe death of Foreign
Secretary Mustafizur Rahman,
report agencies.

In a condolence message the
FPresident said, Mustafiz was a
talented career diplomat with
integrity, He had a great role in
creating world opinion during
the War of Liberation.

BNP Chairperson and Leader
of the Opposition in Parliament
Begum Khaleda Zia expressed
deep shock at the death of
Mustaflizur Rahman,

In another message, BNP
secretary general Abdul Man-
nan Bhuiyan also expressed
deep sorrow at the death.

Different organisations and
individuals, including minis-
ters, have expressed shock at
the death of Foreign Secretary
Mustafizur Rahman.

Those who sent messages
condoling his death include
Environment Minister Syeda
Sajeda Chowdhury, Labour and
Employment Minister MA
Mannan and State Minister for
Jute AK Faezul Huq and former
President HM Ershad.

In separate condolence mes.
sages, Home Minister Rafiqul
Islam. State Minister for Tex-
tiles A K M Zahangir Hossain,
State Minister for Jute A K
Faezul Hug and the members of
Lhe Association of former For-
eign Service Officers of
Bangladesh alsc expressed
sympathies for tlhie members of
the bereaved family.

Acting president of the
Bangladesh Civil Service (BCS)
Association [Fereign) Mohiud-
din Ahmed and general secre-
tary Tauhid Hossain in a
statement condoled the death,

Foreign Ministry Workers'
Welfare Association president
Delwar Hossain and general
secretary AKM Ashrafuzzaman
said the country lost a success-
Iul diplomat in his death.

The officers and staff mem-
bers ol the Bangladesh High
Commission in New Delhi ex-
pressed their profound grief at
the death of Mustafizur Rah-
mari.

Commonwealth Journalists'
Association (CJA] also condoled
the death of Mustafizur
Rahman. -

The Gregorian Association
has condoled the death of Gre-
gorian Mustalizur Rahman.

Project workshop
begins
By Staff Correspondent

A two-day workshop on
Creating Development Syn-
ergies’ began in the city yester-
day with representatives from
government, NGOs and Euro-
pean donors putting their heads
together to evolve a plan for bet-
ter cooperation among them-
selves. }

Inaugurating the workshop
being held at IDB Bhaban in
Dhaka, J V Ketelson, Charge
D'Affaires of the European
Commission in Bangladesh,
said the workshop would have
ample opportunity to explore
the various aspects of relations
and cooperation among multi-
faceted NGOs, emerging inter-
mediary societal forces, gov-
ernment and l_]:uuhli:: adminis-
tration, and foreign develop-

He said that EC was follow-
ing with keen interest the ini-
tiatives and reform steps under-
taken in the fields of local gov-
ernment and local public ad-
ministration, which are striv-
Ing to ensure more involvement
of the people in the develop-
ment process.

The workshop was organised
by the EC-NGO Dialogue Pro-
ject. On the first day, three con-
cepl papers were presented and
over a hundred participants di-
vided into three groups had
separate brainstorming ses-
sions on those topics.

Dr Atiur Rahman of BIDS
presented a paper on "NGOs and
Civil Society,” Prof Zarina
Rahman Khan of Dhaka Uni-
versity on "NGOs and Local
Government Reform"” and M H
Zaman presented the third pa-
per on "Synergising Develop-
mernt Activities of Small NGOs."

EC-NGO Dialogue Project
Team Leader, Dr Berthold Kuhn
conducted the workshop. Repre-
sentalives [rom EC headquar-
ters and local delegation, repre-
sentatives of various NGOs in-
cluding GSS, Proshika, PRIP-
Trust and CAMPE and other
members of the Dialogue Pro-
jecl were present.

On the concluding day today,
participants would dwell at
length on "EC's Development
Cooperation Strategy with
NGOs in Bangladesh.” Giasud-
din Pathan, DG, NGO Affairs

Bureau and Prof B K Jahangir,
Pro-Vice Chancellor of Na-
tional University will take part
as Key speakers.

CA results

The Courncil of the Institute
of Chartered Accountants of
Bangladesh (ICAB)} has declared
the following results of the CA
Final and Intermediate Exami-
nations of the Institute held in
November/December 1998, says
a press release.

Candidates who have passed
CA Final examination: Roll
Nos — 2043, 2045, 2046, 2288,
2290, 2295, 2296, 2297 and 2298
(Tatal: 9).

Candidates who have passed
Group-l u:nnli.r ol CA Final exam
ination: Roll Nos 2003, 2027,
2029, 2061 and 2225 (Total: 5).

Candidates who have passed
both Group 'A’ & 'B' of CA Inter-
mediate examination: Roll Nos
43, 795 and 925 (Total: 3).

Candidates who have passed
Group ‘A’ only of CA Intermedi-
ate examination: Rell Nos 3, 4,
54, 60, 61, 64, 81, 98, 99, 154,
158, 189, 162, 177, 188, 201,
254, 255, 270, 298, 303, 315,
33D, 336, 362, 364, 388, 425,
451, 477, 505, B17, 527, 544,
548, 576, 578, 600, 601, 604,
605, 610, 661, 691, 730, 736,
768, 778, 784, 7TB5, 796, 8BO6,
838, 845, B69, 873, 887, 906,
924, 927, 946, 953 and 957
(Total: 63).

Candidates who have passed
Group 'B’ only of CA Intermedi-
ale examination: Roll Nos 36,
39, 108, 128, 132, 134, 135, 587,
631, 632, 653, 700, 902, 941,
969, 973, 976, 979, 983, 986,
987, 996, 1000, 1014, 1016,
1035, 1038, 1049, 1072, 1073,
1077, 1080, 1114, 1115, 11186,
1117, 1118, 1121, 1124 1127,
1128, 1136, 1137, 1138, 1139,
1140, 1142, 1143, 1144 and 1150
(Total: 50).

ICSMB results

Institute of Chartered Secre-
taries and Managers of
Bangladesh (ICSMB) has an-
nourced the results of the Char-
tered Secretary Intermediate
examination held in January
1999, says a press release.

. Roll numbers of the success-
ful candidates are as follows:

CS Inter. Level I: Roll No 01,
02, 03, 05, 06, 14, 19, 22 23 24,
29, 26, 29. 30, 31, 41, 49, 53, 55,
59 and 62= Tolal 21 candidates.

CS Inter. Level 1&I11: Roll No
09, 10, 11, 12, 27, 28. 39, 45 and
o2= Total 9 candidates.

CS Inter. Leve] III only: Roll
No 42= Total 1 candidate.

CS Inter. Qualified: Roll No
15, 16, 17, 18, 20, 33, 34, 35, 37,
44, 46, 47, 54, 56, 58, 60 and 64=
Total 17 candidates.

Call to give state
honour to late
Ashratfunnesa

Speakers al a meeting in the
city yesterday called [or giving
slate honour to late Ashralun-
nesa, mother of late Col Abu
Taher, Bir Ullam, in recogni-
tion of her contribution to the
War of Liberation of the coun-
try, reporis B55.

They said Ashralunnesa.
who died on February 23, was a
symbol of the nation's struggle
for independence as she was the

roud mother of seven valiant
reedom fighters — four of
whom got gallantry awards.

The meetling, held under a
civic initiative at TSC square
of Dhaka Unilversity, was ad-
dressed, among others, by
Hasan Imam, Haider Akbar
Khan Rano, Mamunur Rashid,
Haroon Habib and Bhaskher
Rasha.

‘The speakers recalled the
active participation of Ashra-
funnesa in the movement for
social emancipation of the
downtrodden in society.
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4. We reviewed the develop-
ments in the world economy
silce we last met in Istanbul in
June 1997. The global financial
crisis. in particular the severity
of the crisis in Asia, has high-
lighted weaknesses in the
global economic and financial
system. It also provided a clear
message that for the effective
functioning of the market
economy, governments must
play a positive role in the de-
velopment and management of
Lthe international financial in-
stitutions, systems and infras-
tructure. While recognising the
responses by the internatioral
institutions to the crisis, we are
concerned over the lack of
progress in terms of concrete
measures to implement the
many proposals that have been
made Lo reform and strengthen
the international financial sys-
tem. There is a compelling need
for reforms to guard against
possible recurrence of such cri-

sis as well as new threats of in-

stability and protectionism.
Such relorms should be a global
cllort with the participation of
develuoping countries, so that
L lie duir'rse experiences, prob-
lem~" uid circumstances of
countrics at different stages of
developiient are taken into ac-
count,

5. We considered globalisa-
lion not as an abstract process
but a reality that affects the
lives of all, and to which all
countries must adapt. Globali-
sation, in our view, has great
potential as an engine of devel-
opment and growth and has
yielded considerable benefits in
the decade of the 1990s. While
we acknowledged the benefits of
globalisation, it is important to
recognise its accompanying
risks of destabilisation and in-
creased inequality between de-
veloped and developing coun-
tries, particularly the least de-
veloped ones, and within coun-
tries. There is need to address
all aspects of globalisation, in-
cluding financial liberalisa-
tion, and to establish appro-
priate safeguards Lo minimise
the risks and to ensure that
benefits of globalisation are
shared by all.

6. We decided to consult with
relevant international institu-
tions both to minimise the ef-
fects ol the global financial eri-
sis and also to contribute lo ef-
forts aimed al reforms in the
international financial systermn
in cooperation with other de-
veloping countries, whenever
appropriate. We also support
the call for greater trans-
parency and disclosure. This
should also apply to all those in
the public sector as well as the

rivate sector, particularly
arge market players, such as
hedge funds.

7. We agreed on the impera-
tive of sustainable develop-
ment, which essentially com-
prises the triad ol economic de-

velopment., social develgpmeni

and environmental protection.”

8. We recognise trade as a vi-
tal area of international eco-
nomic activity. An equitable

lobal lradin% regime, while

enefiting bot
developing countries should
take fully into account the con-
ditions of the developing coun-
tries through appropriate mea-
sures. The emergence of a rule-
based trading regime, as insti-
tutionalised in the WTO. is a
welcome step towards the effec-
tive and beneficial integration
of countries into the global
economy.

9. We welcome the decision
of the Second WTO Ministerial
Meeting in Geneva last year lo
work towards improving coher-
enice in international economic
policy making. At the same
limme, we urge that the Third
Ministerial Meeting to be held
later this year, decide on the
work programme to achieve
overall balance of interests of
all members of the WTO on con-
crete measures designed to help
countries that are%articularly
disadvantaged in the global
marketplace.

Lty The special concerns
of countries that are con-
strained by structural weak-
nesses and alse have Lo contend
wilh tariff and non-tariff bar-
riers when seeking access to
markets in developed countries
should be meaningfully ad-
dressed. We emphasise the need
to provide adequate resources to
the developing countries for in-
vestiment and institulional ca-
pacity building to enable them
to better deal with the chal-
lenges of a globalised economy
'ané‘ open trading system. We
urge developed countries and
WTO to undertake a delinitive
technical assistance pro-
gramine to developing countries
that have special problems lo
enable them to meet their
conunitments. The full imple-
mentation by developed coun-
iries of the special and differ-
ential provisions in all spheres
provided for in the agreements
should be pursued. We also un-
derscore the need for developed
countries to implement their
earlier commitments in accor-
dance wilh the Uruguay Round
Agreemerits.

11,  We are of the view that
the respective roles of the gov-
ernment and the private sector
are complementary, and that
there can be synergy from close
cooperation belween the two.
We recognise the growing im-
portance of the private sector in
the development process and
the fact that a vigorous, dy-
namic private sector is indis-
pensable for sustained growth.
The governments have a vital
role to play in improving social
conditions and expanding so-
cial opportunities by appropri-
ale measures in key-sectors.
The governments must con-
tinue to pursue sound and stable
macro-economic policies.

-12.  Recognising the im-
portance of greater understand-
ing and exchanges between dil-
ferent cultures, we welcomed
the idea of designating the year
2001 as the Year for Dialogue
among Civilisations which was
adopted at the 53rd UN General
Assembly at the initiative of
the President of Iran.

developed and.
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13. We emphasised the
importance of access to world
markets, greater inflows of for-
eign investments and larger ex-
ternal assistance and allevia-
tion of foreign debt burden to
supplement our own efforts at
development in all its aspects.

14, We recognise that
trade among the D-8 is a most
promising area of cooperation,
the potential of which is yet to
be fully tapped. In this context,
we directed the Commission to
turther explore the possibilities
of promoting trade among the
D-8 member countries, among
others, through the convening
of a meeting of Ministers n':f
Commerce/Trade and Economy
al an early date and explore
those possibilities,

15.  Given Lhe pivotal role
of the private sector in the pro-
motion of cooperation among
the D-8, we are of the view that
simultaneous or parallel meet-
infi{s of a Business Forum, in-
volving entrepreneurs of D-8
member-states, with D-8 Sum-
mits could help develop the
much needed partnership for
development. We appreciated
the initiative of Egypt to con-
vene simultaneously with our
next Summit in Cairo, the first
D-8 Business Forum. In prepa-
ration for the Forum, the par-
ticipants should be encouraged
to come with specific proposals
lor expanding trade and setting
up joint ventures.

16. We also instructed the
D-8 commission to study in co-
operation with the private sec-
tors, the possibilities of con-
vening a meeting of business-
men before the next summit
and the possibility of establish-
ing a federation of D-8 Cham-
bers of Commerce and Indus-
tries.

17.  We commended all the
D-8 governments for their im-
tiatives in regard to the priority
areas of cooperation and the
projects assigned to them. We
invite member countries to ex-
pedite the implementation of
the priority projects so thal
these could be functional by the
earliest possible time. In select-
ing projects in various sectors,
we should adopl a pragmatic
and [lexible approach aimed at
the optimum utilisation of the
available resources and capa-
bilities. In this regard, we un-
derlined the need ol applying
the new modality for imple-
menting project of cooperation
amorng the D-8 which would al-
low for their execution by other
member countries. in consulta-
lion with the coordinating
countries. As far as possible,
member countries, should also
indicate their priorities in rela-
tion to each sector to facilitate
the selection of suitable projects
and programmes for coop-
eraliorn,

153, We welcomed the ongoing
work on Trade. coordinated by
Egypt. in their endeavour to set
up an International Marketing
and Trading Company (IMTC)

kg Flﬂ'i d8 in developing other

“trude [acilitaling measures
such as trade financing. cus-
toms simplification and mo-
bility of business people aiming
al enhancing lrade among the
D-8 member countries. In this
regard, we pledpe to direct the
comipetent authorities in our
respective countries to take all
possible measures to strengthen
exchange of information, trade
support and shipping, lor the
promotion el trade within the
D-8. In this respect, we welcome
the offer by Egypt to host the
meelings on trade and trade re-
lated matters, the first of which
will be held in April 1999, We
also welcome the offer of
Malaysia to host a Seminar lor
officials of D-8 countries in the
area ol trade facilitation in
Kuala Lumpur in 1999,

19, We are assured by Turkey
that the design and production
of the agriculture aircralt pro-
tolype should be completed in
the last quarter of 1999, Market
potential for the aircraft needs
to be determined for any
changes to be made on the de-
sign of the aircraft to make it a
multipurpose civilian aircraft
in the future. Multifunctional
usage concept of the aircraft
needs also Lo be determined in
line with the requirements of
the member countries. Based on
these requirements necessary
engineering change studies
should commence on the proto-
lype aircralt. Serial production
of the aircraft will start accord-
g to the work-sharing princi-
ples already agreed upon.

2(). We expect the Industrial
anrl Technological Data Bank
Network coordinated by the |s-
lamic Republie of [ran to be
lunctional by July 1999. In this
respect, we urge member coun-
ries to expedite the implemen-
tation of their part, so that the
projecl could be operational in
time and hope that all countries
will utilise this service to en-
hance cooperation among
themselves. We should also en-
courage member counlries to
freely use internet and e-mail
service for the exchange of in-
formation between their respec-
tive nelworks or centres of ex-
cellence in each sector,

21. We also expect the na-
tional aguaculture information
and monitoring centres to start
lunctioning by July 1999 and
that the Directory of scientists,
experts, institutions and regis-
lered businesses in the private
sector pertaining to aguacul-
ture, being compiled by Pak-
istan, be completed as soon as
possible,

22, We appreciate the initia-
tive ol Pakistan to organise a
workshop by mid-1999 to iden-
tify projects in the agricultural
sector with special reference to
food security.

23. We directed the Commis-
sion lo follow-up -expeditiously
on the implementation of the
priorily project on Rural Indus-
trialisation decided by the
Sixth Meeting ol the D-8 Com-
missioners based on the con-
clusion "of the report of the
Working Group on Rural Devel-
opment that was organised by
Bangladesh. We expect
Bangladesh and Egypt to fi-
nalise the arrangements for the
project.

4. We welcomed the offer by
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Indonesia to host a joint meet-
'ing of experts and decision
makers on social safety nets in
the year 1999 as recommended
by the Workshop on Poverty Al-
leviation and Human Resource
Development held in Jakarta in
1998 and adopted by the Sixth
Meeting of the D-8 Commis-
sioners.

25. We also welcomed the
commitments by Nigeria to
convene a meeting of the Work-
ing Group on Energy in the near
future. In this context, we ap-
preciate the readiness of In-
donesia to organise, in coordi-
nation with Nigeria, training
programmes on micro-hydro
power plants, solar systems for
isolated villages and small
scale mining.

26. We instructed the Com-
mission to begin work on re-
sult-oriented projects, as pro-
posed by Turkey, in the field of
environment. This is an area
which involves governments,
the private sector and other in-
lerest groups.

27. We also instructed the
Commission to study the pro-
posal of D-8 Technical Consult-
ing Association as a result ori-
ented prn]':ller:t which was first

roposed by the Islamic Repub-
ic of Iran before the Sixth
Meeting of D-8 Commissioners.

28. We appreciate the mea-
sures taken by Turkey, as the
coordinating country for the
Health Sector, to initiate coop-
eration among member coun-
iries in AIDS Prevention and
Contro! Programmes.

29. We endorsed the proposal
to enhance the capacity of an
existing re-takaful company to
meet the needs of D-8 member
countries. In this connection,
we welcomed Malaysia's offer to
convene a workshop in June
this year in Kuala Lumpur to
draw up the modus operandi
and formulate the appropriate
strategies to promote takaful
and re-takaful. In respeci of
training, we further welcomed
Malaysia's offer to conduct
courses in conventional insur-
ance and takaful as well as to
conduct training programmes,
semninar and attachment pro-
grammes in Islamic banking
and finance, to enhance coop-
eration amongst the member
countries.

30. We agreed on the need to
create a permanent unit
coordinating centre) to fulfill
contference and secretarial ser-
vices and instructed the Council
ol Ministers to [finalise this
matter belore e and of 2007,
We expresse  leep apprecial ..
lor the generous oller of Turkey
lo continue to provide facilities
for the temporary Secretariat of
the D-8 in Istanbul. We deeply
value the excellent services that
have been provided by this
small Secretariat and the cur-
rent Executive Director. We are
of the view that this has proven
imvaluable in following-up on
our discussions and decided

that the mandale of the Execu-
tive [liredior be exlended till the
year 2000,

31. We express our deepest
dappreciation lo the President
and Government of Turkey for
providing able and effective
leadership of the D-8 Group dur-
ing the period of Chairmanship
of Turkey,

32. We extend our apprecia-
lion to the people and Govern-
ment of the People's Republie of
Bangladesh for their warm
Rospitality and the excellent
arrangemernts made for the suc-
cessiul holding of the Second D-
& Summil,

33. We welcome with appre-
ciation the generous offer of the
Governiment of Egypt to host the
third D-8 Summit in Cairo,

Indian national
found dead

CHUADANGA, Mar 1: Police
recovered two bodies, one of an
Indian national. from Sadar
and Damurhuda thanas today,
reports UNB.

The body of Indian national,
Prakash Chandra Ghosh, 35,
was found lying on the No-
Man's Land at Munshipur fron-
tier in Damurhuda thana.

Local residents said miscre-
anls killed Ghosh, hailing from
Betai village in Nadia district of
West Bengal, inside Indian ter-
ritories and dumped it on the
No-Men's Land.

As Indian Border Security
Forece refused to take the body,
police sent it to the local hospi-
tal for autopsy.

Meanwhile, armed extrem-
ists gunned down a young man
al village Basu Bhandardaho in
Sadar thana Sunday night.

The dead was identified as
Jamir Hossain, 28, son of Jabed
Ali Mollah.

Police said armed terrorists
took away Jamir from his resi-
dence and left the body at Choy-
garia beel.

Two separate cases were filed
wilh Sadar and Damurhuda
Lhanas.

150 houses gutted

GAZIPUR, Mar 1: At least
150 houses were gutted in a <" -
astating fire at a slum at T
Noaganj area on Sunday night,
reports UNB.

Criminal case
against actress
Suchanda

A criminal case has been
filed against film actress
Suchanda, reports UNB.

Mahbub Hossain Rubel,
sales executive of Travel Ways
Lid of Motijheel C/A filed the
case with the CMM's court yes-
terday.

Complainant Mahbub Hos-
sain in his petition stated that
Suchanda, the wife of late Zahir
Raihan, issued a cheque for Tk
3.19 lakh (Janata Bank]) in his
favour, as partial payment for
21 air tickets of Dhaka-Kuala
Lumpur, Singapore-Dhaka. But
the cheque was dishonoured by
the bank. Al one stage
Suchanda reportedly refused to
pay the money.

After hearing the petitioner,
the court issued summons
against the accused,



