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Fresh riots in
Indonesia
claim 5

AMBON. Indonesia, Mar 1:
Christian mobs burned two
dozen Muslim-owned houses
and hurled gasoline bombs at a
mosque full of worshippers on
Monday. At least five people
were killed, four of them shot
by (Fn]jc&. community leaders
sald, reports AP.

In Jakarta, Indonesia's mili-
tary chief warned that chronic
unrest was endangering na-
tional unity and launched a
rapid reaction force to curb ri-
ots in the world's fourth most.
populous nation.

"We have to handle this
problem," Gen Wiranto said at a
ceremony in the Indonesian
capital. "If not, it could create
disintegration and instability
in the nation.” In the latest vio-
lence, Christians attacked a
mosque in the viliage of Ahuru
on the outskirts of Ambon, the
capital of Maluku province.

"We were attacked just after
conducting our dawn prayer,"
said Husein Toisuta, a prayer
leader, or imam,

One Christian man was
killed in brawls with Muslims,
Toisuta sald.

Troops fatally shot at least
four Muslims in the incident,
said Munir, a Muslim official
in Ambon. One victim was
killed in front of the mosque.

Meanwhile, some 5,000 anti-
riot troops, equipped with hel-
mets, radios, tear gas canisters
and M-16 rifles, paraded at the
headquarters of the mobile
brigade police on the outskirts
of Jakarta. Armoured person-
nel carriers were parked
nearby.

The so-called Anti-Massive
Riot Troops will deploy any-
where in the archipelago nation
to combat rioters, its comman-
ders said. The military has been
widely criticised both for its
slow response to unrest as well
as its willingness to use lethal
force against mobs.

Taliban assure
full safety
for UN staff -

- 1n Kabul

KABUL, Mar 1: Leaders of
Afghanistan's Taliban militia
Sunday assured full safety and
security for United Nations
staff if they returned to Kabul,
UN special envoy Lakhdar
Brahimi said after talks with
the hardline Islamic militia,
reports AFP.

“Today, they pave us very
sirong assurances' that the
safety of UN staff will be 'fully
guaranteed.' he told reporters
belore leaving for Islamabad af-
ter the one-day visit.

The UN withdrew its inter-
national staff after an Italian
officer, Colonel Carmine Calo,
was shot dead in Kabul hours

aflter the August 20 US cruise
missile attacks on alleged
Saudl terrorist Osama Bin
Laden's suspected base in
Afghanistan.

Algerian diplomat Brahimi
held talks with the chairman of
the militia's ruling council,
Mohammad Rabbani, foreign
minister Mohammad Hassan
and other officials.

"We discussed the work of the
UN and the necessity of close
cooperation 1o solve the prob-
lems of the past,” the UN envoy
added.

Brahimi said he told Rab-
bani, considered number two in
the Taliban hierarchy, that 'the
security of the UN staff should
be respected.’

The most important thing
was 'to avoid the repetition' of
the events which led to the exo-
dus of UN staff. he added.

Ocalan's
death
penalty
demanded

ANRARA, Mar 1: Some 2,000
relatives of slain soldiers ral-
lied Sunday near the prison is-
land holding Kurdish rebel
leader Abdullah Ocalan, de-
manding the death penally for
the man they say is responsible
for the deaths of their loved
ones, reports AP.

Ocalan, leader of the Kurdis-
tan Workers Party (PKK), has
been charged with treason for
leading a guerilla war in south-
eastern Turkey, Although he
could be sentenced to death.
Turkey has not carried out any
executions for more than a
decade.

‘I want Apo's execution."
said Recep Vardar, the [ather of
a slain soldier. Apo is short for
Abdullah. "He should suffer in
the same way he made us suf-
fer, Turkey's Anatolia news
agency quoted Vardar as sayinF,

Vardar is one of 2,000 people
who rallied in Mudanya, the
nearest port to Imrali island,
where Ocalan is the only pris-
oner. The island is some 30
kilometres from Mudanya.

Ocalan's PKK has been fight-
ing for autonomy in Turkey's
southeast since 1984, Some
37,000 people. mostly civilians
and guerillas, have died in the
conflict.

O Sunday, unidentified as-
sailants hurled a bomb at a cafe
ir1 a poor section of Istanbul, in-
juring 6 people, Anatolia said.
Two of the injured were in seri-
ous condition.

It was not immediately clear
il the attack was carried out by
Ocalan supporters. On Thurs-
day, suspected Kurdish rebels
opened fire on a cale in south-
eastern Turkey, killing three
people. '

Turkish helicopters dropped
leaflets Sunday urging PKK
guaerillas to surrender. Prime
Minister Bulent Ecevit has

romised lenient punishment
or fighters who lay down their
Arms,

Southeastern Turkey is
home to an estimated 12 mil-
lion Kurds.

Intcrnational

Israeli jets raid Hezbollah bases in Lebanon

BEIJING, March 1: US Secre-
tary ol State Madeleine Al-
bright called on Israel and
Lebanon today to maintain
clam after a Hezbollah ambush
killed an Israeli general in
south Lebanon and Israel vowed
to sirike back hard., reports
Reuters.

"Secretary Albright has sent
an oral message through our
embassies expressing deep con-
cern and urging each side not to
let the situation escalate,” said
Albright's spokesman James
Rubin,

"We are going to try to con-
vene the Israel-Lebanon moni-
toring group to discuss the situ-

ation and (@ try 1o help calm
things down,” he said in Beijing,
where Albright arrived on
Sunday night for a two-day
Visit.

AFP adds: Israeli warplanes
staged a series of air strikes

Sunday against guerilla sites
near Beirut and in eastern and
southern Lebanon, security in
Beirut sources said.

There were no reports of ca-
sualties from the raids which
came after the killing of a top
Israeli General and three other
Israelis in a Hezbollah gueril-
la's bombing in the occupied
border zone of southern
Lebanon,

Isracli jets fired two mis-
siles on bases of the Popular
Front for the Liberation of
Palestine general command in
Nahme, south of Beirut, the
sources said.

Warplanes had earlier bom-
barded positions of the Shi'ite
Muslim Hezbollah in eastern
and southern Lebanon they
said,

The jets fired two missiles.
on a Hezbollah position near a
government hospital in a resi-

dential neighborhood of Baal-
bek in castern Lebanon, in the
frst such strike into the heart
of the city since 1984,

AP Ifrom Jerusalem says,
the killing Sunday of a
brigadier general in south
Lebanon puts Prime Minister
Benjamin Netariyahu on the
spot during an already tough re-
election battle with Lebanon a
central campaign issue.

Brig. Gen. Erez Gerstein, [s-
rael's chiel liaison with its
south Lebanese militia, was
among four Israelis, including a
reporter, killed when Hezbollah
guerillas detonated a roadside
bomb. He was the highest-rank-
ing officer to die in Lebanon
since Israel's 1982 invasion.

Some Israelis spoke Sunday
of ending a pact to aveid hitting
civilians at all costs; others
mentioned striking Syria, seen’
in Israel as a key supporter of

Maintain calm : US

the [ranian-backed Hezbollah:
other said il was time to get oul,’
TIOW,

Hanging over the debate was
the question of what solution
would play best with the elec-

torate, which goes to the polls

May 17,
Certainly Israel cannot tol-
erate these kinds of repeated at-

tacks on its territory, on its cit-
izenis, on its soldiers," Ne-
taniyahu said in Jordan, where
he was meeting with King Ab-
dullah.

But he did not offer any spe-

citic solutions — a reticence
that increasingly frustrates Is-
raclis across the political spec-
trum.

A poll conducted last week
by the Israeli daily Maariv
found that 63 per cent of Is-
raclis think the government is
nol doing encugh to solve the
problem in Lebanon.
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US airstrike: Irag-Turkey

o1l pipeline severed

WASHINGTON, Mar 1: US
Air Force F-15 fighters attacked
[raqi military installations
Sunday with bombs and mis-
siles after planes patrolling the
northiern no-lly zone came un-
der anti-aircraft fire, a US mili-
tary official said, reporis AP.

Targets included an Iragi air
detence headquarters, a radio
relay site and a surface-to-air
missile sife. said Air Force Capt
Mike Blass; a Stuttgart, Ger
many-based spokesman for the
US European Command, which
oversees the northern zone.

An Iragi Oil Ministry offi-
cial later said the Irag-Turkey
oil pipeline was severed by an
American airstrike, halting the
flow of crude oil through Iraqg's
only operating pipeline. The
ptpeline, which carries more
than half of Iraqgi o1l exports,
runs from the northern Iraqgi
field of Kirkuk to the soutt

Turkish port of Ceyhau,

The Iraq ministry's director
of planning, Faleh al-Khaiat.
told a press conference that a
deliberate attack by American
aircraft hit a pumping station
in northern Iraq, killing one
Iragi and wounding two others
se:riui.::-:l{. Al-Khaiat said the
man killed was an observer,
employed by the Iraqi govern-
ment, who werked with the UN
oil-for-food programme that
moniters the flow through the
pipeline.

A Turkish official at the
Ceyhan nil terminal, speaking
on condition of anonymity,
confirmed that the flow had

stopped and said an attack had

hit "energy transmission lines
of a communications centre,"
which operates the pipeline,
early Sunday evening.

It was not immediately clear
whether that attack was related

. to the US military

assaults an-
nounced earlier.

Blass, who spoke hours be-
fore the pipeline was hit, said
the US fighters action took
place Sunday afternoon local
time. There was no immediate
response from the US military
about a strike on the pipeline.

Meanwhile, the official
Iragi News Agency said three
Eenplf were Killed and "a num-

er of people” injured by Ameri-
can airstrikes. It identified two
of the dead as Mohsin Thiab
Ibrahim, a 3-year-old boy, and
Mohammed Khamis Hussein, a
shepherd.

The agency quoted a
spokesman for Iraq's air de-
fence cornmand as saying, "Our
national skies were violated by
11 enemy formations coming
from the Turkish skies. They
carried out 21 sorties."
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Chinese Foreign Minister Tang Jiaxuan (R) shakes hands with US Secretary of State

Madeleine Albright prior to a joint press conference at Diaoyutui. the official state
guesthouse in Beijing yesterday. Albright opened talks with China with a broadside
against its human rights récord.

US deplores crackdown on dissidents

— AFP photo

Trade talks with Beijing

BEIJING, Mar 1: US Secre-
tary of Slate Madeleine Al-
bright deplored China's crack-
down on dissidents, but said 1o-
day that the Clinton adminis-
Iration would not punish Bei-
jing by holding up negotiations
on China joining the World
Trade Organisation, reports AP.

"We determined some times
ago that it was not a good idea to
link human rights and trade
and that we actually make het-
ter progress with both when
they are not linked," Albright
said at a joint news conference
with Chinesc Foreign Minister
Tang Jiaxuan.

"So | will be raising human
rights issues, but at the same
titne I will make clear we think
that progress on WTO succes-
sion is important.”

Tang blamed criticism ol
China's human rights record on
"a handiul of anti-China ele-

ments” i the United States. He
warned that confronting Bei-
Jing on the matter is considered
arl intrusion into the country's
initernal alffairs.

"We have always been op-
pased to politicising the human
rights gquestion,” Tang said,
smiling politely. "Practice has
proved that conirontation can-
not solve the problem. And,
secondly, to backtrack in this
regarc will have no future”

Albright, standing beside
Tang at the Diaoyutal State
Guesthouse, did not address his
contention that ani-China el
erments were disturbing the US-
China relationship and she
made clear human rlghts was a
lop LS concern.

‘We have deplored the ac-
tions that have taken place re-
cently * she said, referring to
arrests, detentons and jailings
of dissidents that increased late

Chinese dissident forms
new political party

BEIJING, Mar 1: A Chinese
dissident defied probable arrest
Monday (o announce the for-
mation of an independent polit-
ical party, as China and the
United Stales clashed over the
issue of human rights. Opposi-
tion to the ruling Communist

Party, reports AP.

Miaon, the Shenzhen-based
dissident, sald he decided to
form his ‘party lo push lor guar-
antees of basic rights, such as
the right to privale property,
and to combal injustices such
as official corruptien that he
contends result from the lack of
a democratic political system,
the Information Centre said.

Chinese leaders have re-
jected criticism of Beijing's
human rights record as "med-
dling” in its internal alfairs

and said thal mainlaining so-
cial stability remains their top
priority.

In a crackdown thal began
last year, three leading mem-
bers of the illegal opposition
parly were convicted of subver-
sioni and sentenced to prison
lerms of 11 to 13 vears.

In the past [ew days, police
have detained one activist,
warned several others notl to
leave their homes and sen-
teul{ted another to 18 months in
ail.

J Chinese dissidents cancelled
a meeting on human rights set
o begin Monday because organ-
isers were in detention and po-
lice prevented others from al-
tending, sald Zha Jianguo. a
member of the banned China
Democracy Party in Betjing.

to go ahead: Albright

last year. "And [ will raise those

issuss with ([Premier Zhu
Rongii). ... As President Clinton

has sald many times. it's very
important for China to get on
the right side of history."

The crackdown, locusing on
Chinese Lrying to form an oppo-
sitionl democralic political
party, has resulted in stiff sen-
tences of 11 to 13 years for its
leaders,

Just ahead of Albright's
visit, Chinese police detained
one activist, warned several
others not to leave their homes
aiid senlenced another to one
and half years in jail.

Albiright also was to meet
Monday with Zhu in hopes of
reaching a WTO agreement in
time lor the premier's visit to
Washingion in April. She is
stheduled tu see Chinese Presi-
dent Jiang Zemin on Tuesday
befnre heading to Thailand,
then Iudonesia, during her
weeklong (rip.

Joining the WTO would give
China low-tariff access to ex-

ort markels and protect it
rom sallctions., The United
otales wants Beijing first to
lower mare of its lariflls on
'oods and get rid of other trade
arriers so that it does not have
a big advantage. Lasl year, the
Ub trade deficit withh China hit
& record dirs 57 billion.

State Department
spokesman James P. Rubin sug-
gested that although Zhu wants
a WTO deal, progress also needs
to be macde on other matters.

He dismissed the idea that
differences over human rights.
Talwan, trade and high tech-
nology exports have created a
crisis in the US-China rela-
tionship.

"We recognize there are a lot
of events thatl are converging at
this year moment, but we don't
see them as linked and we don't
see them as a crisis,” he said,
"We see them as hurdles that we
obviously will need Lo over
come.”

Arab League
calls for halt
of air raids
on Iraqg

CAIRO, March 1: The Arab
League called Sunday on the
United States and Britain to
stop bombing Iraq “immedi-
ately” and expressed 'extreme
concerrt” about Iranian mili-
tary exercises near the disputed
1sland of Abu Musa, reports
% 0

"The Arab Leapue is follow-
ing with great disquiet the con-
tinuing bhombing of Irag by
American and British aircraft,
which is resulting in loss of life,
destruction of the infrastruc-
lure and an increase in tension
in the region, said a League
statement received by AFP,

[t called on Washinglon and
London te support a diplomatic
solution, "dealing with Iraq in
accordance with (UN} Security
Council resolutions.”

The League stressed the im-
portance of uniting interna-
tional efforts to come up with a
formnula "making possible a re-
sumption of ceoperation be-
tween Irag and the United Na-
tions ... and hence speed up the
lifting of sanctions.”

The statement expresses
‘solidarity with the Iraqi peo-
ple and calls on countries to
respecl Iraqgi sovereignty and
rot to interfere in its internal
affairs."

Since December US and
British planes have clashed
almost daily with Iragi air de-
fence in the Northern and
Southern no-fly zones over the
country.

Local polls
Hardliners fail
to win any
seat 1n Tehran

TEHRAN, Mar 1. Hard-line
opponents of moderate Presi-
dent Mohammad Khatami
failed to win a single seat in the
capital, the key district in the
nation's first local elections.
according to prelimninary re-
;L;'IIE published today, reports

Khatami loyalists won 12 of
Lhe 15 seats contested in Tehran
in Friday's vote. The other three
went to independents, results
showed.

Tehran — the intellectual,
commerclal and political cen-
ire of the country — Is seen as a
focus in the fierce struggle be-
tween hard-liners and meoder-
ates with in the Islamic gov-
ernment,

Womern were [ront-runners
in at least 20 cities, the results
showed, Nearly all of them are
supporters of Khatami, who has
encouraged women to play a
}elat_rger rote in lran's political
ife.

Election oalficials had
counied nearly 10 million
votes, or 40 per cent of the hal-
lots, by Sunday night, Tehran
radio reported, quoting the In-
terior Ministry which is super-
vising the poil.

The ministry says final re-
sults may not come before Fri-
day, especially in larger cities
like Tehran. in some towns and
cities, the turnout was so high
that polling stations ran out of

| ballots and voting hours had o

be extended twice.

About 330,000 candidates
ran for some 200,000 seats on
municipal councils in the elec-

“tion. the first such vote since

the 1979 revolution, Some seats
were unopposed.

‘Bl

Indonesian Muslims crowd a staging area with their luggage b

efore departing for the

annual Hajj pilgrimage, in Surabaya on Sunday. The pilgrims are among the first of the
71,078 who signed up for this year's pilgrimage to the holy city of Mokkah, a drop of 65 per
cent compared to last year as fares soared following the country's financial crisis.

— AFP photo

Abdullah, Netanyahu |

firm to go by
'94 peace treaty

AMMAN, Mar 1: .Jordanian
and Israeli leaders reiterated
their commitment to the 1994
peace treaty and pledged Sunday
lo work for a broader peace
between I[srael and Arabs, re-
ports AP,

After two hours of talks with
King Abdullah. Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
praised Jordan and its new
leader, and atfirmed his com-
mitment te bolstering peace
with Jordan.

"We have no doubt that we
shall be able to move the peace
precess forward on all fronts,”
Netanyahu said at a press con-
ference with Jordanian Prime
Minister Fayez Tarawneh. He
mentioned the Palestinians,
Syria and Lebanon — with all of
whom, negotiations are stalled.

King Abdullah. who suc-
ceeded his father hours after his
death on Feh 7, was a "wise and
able leader ... continuing very
clearly the policies of the late
King Hussein, the policies of
peace, the policies ol stability "
Netanyahu said,

Endorsing Netanyahu's re-
marks, Tarawnei said: "Jordan
will use ils good relations with
all countries to the benefit of
peace.”

After Netanyabhu returned
home, King Abdullah held talks
with Mahmoud Abbas, a senior
aitle to Palestinian leader
Yasser Arafat, the official Jor-
danian news agency Petra re-
ported.

Nelanyahu

sald that

progress toward peace with the
Palestinians can only follow
their compliance with the secu-
rity aspects of the Wye River
agreement brokered by the
Uinited States, with assistance
from King Hussein.

He said Aralat's administra-
tion had to disarm Palestinians

in the West Bank and the Gaza

Strip and crack down on "ter-
rorists” plotting attacks against
Israel.

When the Palestinians im-
plement the Wye a<cord, Israel
would be willing to "hand over
the additional 5 per cent" of
West Bank territory. hie said.

Turning to Jordan, Ne-
tanyahu said the 1994 peace
treaty was a "model of peace
with other Arabs' and that the
kingdom had a "stable govern-
ment, a clear direction, a clear
policy — not only for peace with
Israel, but also ﬁ]& whole area."

The Israeli leader tried to
steer away from the criticism
after comments Thursday that
Ring Hussein had sided with
Iragi President Saddam Hus-
sein after Irag's invasion of
Kuwait in 1990,

Jordanian newspapers ac-
cused Netanyahu of displaying
contempt and the government
asked for clarification of his
remarks, )

When asked Sunday about
Lthe remarks, Netanyahu replied
by praising Jordan. Questioned
on the same issue. Tarawneh
said: "Between the prime minis-
ter and myself, 1 think we elari-
fied the wlhiole thing ”
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ROK defends

South Korean Presiden
sradual
“sunishinie policy,"

towards DPRK:

Kim Dae-dung sald yesterday his
engdgement apprecach towards North Korea. or
was the best alternative the government

could adopt to deal with North Korean affairs. Reuters reports

irom Seoul,

‘Bome people are suspicious of the "sunshine policy’ and wor-

ried about the effects," President
comuilernorating the 80th anniversa

Kim said in a televised address
I an independence

movement against Japanese colonal rﬂ;. ‘Bul the governmen-
U's gradual engagement policy is the best alternative for now."

Kim said,

No more restricted areas in Beiji

China has jettisoned all of the foreigner-restricted areas m
Beijing Ilhai were intreduced in the fifties to protect "state
secrets.” the China Daily reported vesterday, says AFP from

Beijing.

We can say that foreigners may travel freely in Beijing

new, said Liu Chengshe, from the Aliens Exit-Ent

ry Adminis-

tration of the ca;::ital's Public Security Bureau. Back (n 1958, the
Beljing authorities erected 188 checkpoints on various roads
through the city which warned that foreigners could not enter

the area without permission.

Clintons go on

- ]
Intons g sk]mcig holiday:
President Bill Clinton relaxed at a borrowe mountaintop home

sunday as his wife. Hillary, and daughter, Chelsea, went skiing

on a brilliantly sunny da

. &AF reports [rom Park City, Utah,

The firstlady and Chelsea were spotted on the slopes by pho-
legraphers and cameramen. The Clintons had a private dinner
and a birthday cake Saturday night for Chelsea as she turned

19, The Clintons are staving
producer Jeflrey Katzenberg,

Wet Wet Wet

at the posh home of Hollywood

singer hospitalised:

Mart Peiiow, lead singer of the BFitish pop grouip Wet Wet Wet,
was rushed to hospital during the weekend after being found
uriconscious in his London hotel room, police disclosed
yvesterday, AFFP reports from London.

~ The 33-year-old singer was admitted to the emergency wing
of a hospital in the exclusive Chelsea district oi Saturday
evening. No information was available on his condition or how
leng he my be in hospital. Wet Wet Wet. a group formed more
than 10 years ago. has been in London in recent weeks to record

its katest record.

Gen Obasanjo set to return
to power in Nigeria

ABUJA, Mar 1: Twenty years
after walking away from power,
retired Gen. Ohisegun Obasanjo
held a wide lead today in Nige-
ria's presidential vote and ap-
peared set to win the elections,
reports AF. _

But allegations ol vote-ng-
ging cast a shadow on the final
step in the West African na-

tion's long-awaited return (o

civilian rule and aides to lfor-
mer finance minister Olu Falae,
Obasanjo's oppenent, said
Falae would contest the results,

Final results of the ballotin
were expected to be release
later today but election officials
said Obasanjo, a former mili-
tary ruler seeking a civilian
comeback 20 years alter giving
up the presidency, had further
widened his lead — leaving
Falae almost no chance to
make up the lost ground.

By Sunday
Obasanjo had caplured 62 per
cent of the voie with 31 of Nige-
ria's 36 states and the federal
capital reporting. With 25.8

evening,

Serious charges
of rigging

‘mijlicn voles counted,
Obasanjo had 15.8 milllon,
against Falae's 9.9 million.

Hut aides to Falae lashed out
at the process.

“The vote was completely
rigged,” Sunday Durodola. the

‘]_Jé'lr't},f secretary for Falae's Al
iance lor Demoeracy, said in a*

telephone interview from La-
gos, Nigeria's commercial capi-
tal. "We have not had free and
fair elections and Falae will
contest this.” :

A refusal to,recognise the
outcome by one of the two pres-
idential candidates would taint
the vote, though election offi-
cials said they would continue

Jo gount the ballots.

e announcements from
Falae's camp flollowed reports
by international observers of
ballot box-stuffing and other
serious voting irregularities. _

"Our delegation members
and others witnessed serious ir-
regularities and overt electoral
fraud in a number of states,”
said former US President
Jimmy Carter, who led a 60-
person delegation of election
observers,

However. Carter added that
"a saving facter was that there
was no nationwide pattern to
favour any one party." The

roonitors were to release a de-
tailed report on the elections
later today.

Falag and top officials in his
party, as well as the All Peoples
Party, headed to the capital,
Abuja, to meet with election of-
licials, Durodoia said,

Falae said Saturday that he
would acecept the results of the
election if they were free and
fair.

The controversy did not
immediately spark public
protests. No violence was re-
ported on the streets of Lagos,
often a hotbed of strife in times
of political dissent.

Canonisation of
Mother Teresa:
Pope waives 5-yr

waiting period

CALCUTTA, Mar 1: Pope
John Paul Il has waived LE'E
mandatory wait of five years af-
ier death to begin the process of
eventtual sainthood for Mother
Teresa, sparking hopes that the
nurnl who dedicated her life to
the destitute of Calcutia will be
declared a saint soon,‘the arch-

bishop of Calcutta said Sunday,
reports AP,

Archbishop Heriry D'Souza
told The Associated Press he
had received a leiter from the
Vatican's Cun%rr:gatinn for the
Causes of the Saints on Dec 12
announcing the waiver, but had
not publicised it.

in Rome, the Vatican con-
firmed the dispensation from
the pope. whe had one point had
indicated that the five-year-
rule would hold, even for the in-
ternationally beloved Mother
Teresa.

"The demand was so great
and insistent that the Holy Fa-
ther thought to go ahead with
the dispensation”, said a Vati-
can spokesman, the Rev Ciro
Benedettini.

Now Calcutta’s archbishop
can begin the process of gather-
ing intormation and testirnony
at the diocesan level about
Mother Teresa, the fist step to-
ward posgible beatification and
sainthood.

"The supreme pontiff has
hereby granted the dispensa-
tion from the norm so that a
petition to start the cause of be-
atification and canonisation of
the servant of God, Teresa, the
foundress of the Congregation
of the Missionary Sisters and
Brothers of Charity, could be
initiated before the five-year
period of her death," the letter
said.

This is the first time in re-
cent mernory that such an ex-
ception has been made, the
archbishop said.

"It is an important step for-
ward, an important testimony
to lhe sanctity of Mother
Teresa. The Holy Father would
not have given this dispensa-
tion has he not received such
requests from all over the
world."” the archbishop said.

Archbishop D'Souza said he
would send a petition to the
pope to begin the canonisation
process for Mother Teresa in
two or three months time. -

Alzheimer's disease
Damage sets in
long before
symptoms

WASHINGTON, Mar 1: The
damage that marks Alzheimer's
disease starts long before pa-
tients show any symptoms, re-
searchers reported today, says
Reuters.

The study, perhaps the first
to look Fnr evidence of
Alzheimer's before it has been
diagnosed, could ofter ways to
prevent the irreversible damage
caused by the disease.

"To develop truly effective
therapies, we must learn how to
stop the brain lesions before
they accumulate to the point
where they interfere with men-
tal function,” Dr. John Morris,
a neurclogist at Washington
University School of Medicine
in St. Louls. said in a statement.

Alzheimer's disease is
marked by tangled brain cells
matted by "plaques.” It has no

~cure and is always fatal.

Doctors would like to find a
way to diagnose Alzheimer's
earlier so that they can try to
use the few drugs available to
slow down brain damage. Re-
searchers are also seeking ways
to prevent it.

Morris and neurobiologist
Joseph Price had been monitor-
ing both healthy older people
and patients with Alzheimer's
since 1984. Scientists at the
university developed a test that
they believe catches patients in
the very early stages of
Alzheimer's.



