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Dialogue Now

has settled, there is renewed unease over the up-

According to reports, the next round of political
manoeuverings are likely to take place in May
when the UZs go to polls for the first time since
they were abolished in 1991. Current indications
suggest that opposition parties, which fared pretty
badly in their ill-advised attempt to disrupt the
municipal polls, may continue in the agitational
mode. Till date, they have remained rigid in their
position that, unless the Chief Election Commis-
sioner resigned and results of municipal polls were
annulled, they would boycott elections to city cor-
porations and the UZs. The government, on the
other hand, is yet to take any initiative to defuse

the tension. '

Politics appears to be stuck in a no-man's-land,
where neither the government nor the opposition
can claim to have a decisive edge over the other.
The municipal polls experience has shown that the
opposition cannot hope to make any headway
through its current tactics of poll boycott and har-
tals. On the other hand, the government's rigid
stance on dialogue has left possibilities of further
strife wide open. Under such circumstances, any
opposition decision to boycott and resist elections
to the UZs would be self-defeating. But a govern-
ment refusal to engage the opposition in a dialogue
would run counter to its own interests. The ques-
tion now is, how to persuade the opposition to
abandon its current tactics and take full part in the

electoral process.

This paper believes that the government bears
the prime responsibility to bring the opposition
.ack into the fold. The opposition is still licking
| its wounds after the hartal debacle of Feb 23-25,
out the government needs to be pragmatic rather
than euphoric. The last thing the government -
and the country — needs to see is an opposition
pushed against the wall. Rather than push them
into a corner, the government needs to open an av-
enue through which the opposition can return to
normal, electoral politics without appearing to do
a volte-face. The ruling party now needs to follow
up its success with conciliatory overtures to the
opposition, and engage in a meaningful dialogue
with an open agenda. The opposition would also be
well-advised to respond to such overtures without
setting any preconditions. The country badly needs
a sustained period of political peace and social
harmony.

The Nigerian Watershed

Saturday's landmark presidential election in
Nigeria billed to round off the return of democracy
in a country emasculated by 15-year military rule
has all but put retired General Olusegun Obasanjo
in power. Latest counting of ballots showed that
the former military ruler who quit power 20 years
ago has captured 60 per cent of the popular vote and
is set to stage a civilian comeéback now. His rival,
former finance minister Olu Falae, has accused the
Obasanjo camp of rigging the vote and vowed to
contest the poll result. Some controversy, though
not on a very strident note, also rages over his be-
ing a liveried man who is stepping into civilian
shoes.

As far as the fairness of the presidential election
goes, independent poll watchers, including former
US president Jimmy Carter have had little reason
to complain about the proceedings. As a matter of
fact, the general impression is that: (a) stray inci-
dents of vote manipulation having been attributed
to both sides they actually tended to cancel each
other out; and (b) such 'irregularities' were of a na-
ture that could not have affected the overall re-
sults. One has to wait and see how Falae converts
his threat of 'contesting the electoral outcome’ into
an action but his discordant note could be played
on by interested quarters in the military at a future
date. For, Nigeria is a country where the long
legacy of military rule has been traditionally com-
pounded by ethno-centric mistrust between re-
gions,

In all fairness to Obasanjo's reincarnation un-
der a civilian mantle it must be said that democ-
racy with an elected retired general at the helm is
better than no democracy at all. Moreover, with
his antecedents of a former general and military
ruler he perhaps stands a better chance than any-
one to stave oif military take-over.

Nigerians would do well to remember that the
applecart of democracy's restoration in their coun-
try was upset at least twice in a shattering manner:
A democratically elected government was ousted in
a military coup in 1983 and this was followed by
the 1993 debacle in which opposition leader Mos-
hood Abiola's convincing electoral victory was
nullified. The world would greatly appreciate if
this country of great natural potential is firmly set
on a democratic path.

Lead-free Fuel

The decision of the government to import lead-
free petroleum from July 1, though belated, is cer-
tainly praiseworthy. We have written for the
umpteenth time against the dangers of leaded
petrol and the health hazards posed by the two-
stroke three-wheelers all over the country which
uses it plentifully. But we are yet to see a compre-
hensive policy of the government to deal with the
offenders firmly and ensure import, supply and
use of petroleum products devoid of poisonous

roperties. We have heard a chorus of disapproval
rom various organisations and government de-
partments Euhlicising their pious wishes against
ollutions by motor fuel but the main issue of
elling the cat had- somehow drowned in the ca-
cophony. Experts had consistently maintained
that a negligible amount (around 50 paisa per litre)
will be required to make the petrol lead-free while
others had underscored the need for recommis-
sioning of the Eastern Refinery unit that could
produce poison free fuel for motorised vehicles.

With these options available to the authorities
for rendering the environment free of noxious
| gases why do we need so much time to go for these?
Another pending issue before the government re-
lates to banning the import of two-stroke engine.
Now they are only discouraging import of such
Killer machines by raising the duty and taxes. We
suggest that a definite time-table be set and fol-
lowed stringently by the authorities concerned to
rid the country of these contraptions. The decision
to make 'catalytic converters mandatory for buses,
I trucks and other vehicles' will be as good as its im—‘

plementation.

Even before the dust over the municipal polls-

coming elections to the Upazila Parishads (UZ)..

Spotlight on SMEs

A Tall Order, but a Solid Progress is Necessary

BBREVIATIONS and
acronyms abound these
days. SME is one such.

But what is SME, anyway? Sen-
sible management of the econ-

omy! Could be. This is in fact a
very important subject — one
that needs to be addressed seri-
ously by all concerned, particu-
larly in this age of globalisa-
tion. But this is not my subject
today. | intend to write here on
SMEs meaning small and

medium enterprises. But the

promotion of SMEs is surely a

part of a sensible management

of the economy in the context of
Bangladesh. Why? Because the

large enterprises require re-

sources which are out of the
reach of most existing and

would-be entrepreneurs in this
country. Such enterprises are

also very complicated to setl up

-and run in an effective manner,
while they have to compete in a
wide arena.

On the other hand, tiny and
cottage enterprises are often
low-productivity, fallback ac-
tivities (for example, those un-
dertaken in agricultural slack
seasons or for utilising idle
time to augment family in-
come), with poverty alleviation
being the main %rncua. and
growth being only incidental.
But, poverty alleviation cannot
be achieved on a sustained basis
unless there is accelerated
growth. While agriculture re-
mains the mainstay of the
economy of Bangladesh, accel-
erated growth depends impor-
tantly on SMEs which have the
growth potential to generate in-
come and employment and sub-
stantially enﬁance the indus-
trial sector's contribution to
the national economy.

At the same Llime, such en-
terprises can be undertaken by
entrepreneurs of modest means
and in different parts of the
country, thereby directly con-
tributing to poverty alleviation.
Hence, a sensible management
of the economy in Bangladesh
cannot but give high priority to
the promotion of SMEs.

It is, however, necessary (o
distinguish between small and
medium enterprises because
opportunities and obstacles
vary between the two size cate-

ories, In fact, there is marked

eterogeneity even within each
category in terms of size, own-
ership type, management struc-
tures and ability, technologies
used, market focus, and so on.
Hence, while generalisations
may be made in terms of overall

recent statement in the
A parliament by a gov-

ernment minister led
me to check the actual meaning
of the word "gorib" or "poor.”
The Chambers Dictionary says
poor means one who possesses
“little or nothing.," "needy” or
one who is in a "sorry condi-
tion.”

If that be the meaning of the
word, one has to wonder who
are the rich, no, sorry, who are
the poor in Bangladesh. The
ones who are visible and dying
in hospitals waiting for help or
a rich man made poor by sheer
influence or the position he
holds?

Even the word itself may
need to be redefined in the con-
text of Bangladesh, as has been
the case with the much-loved
words Democracy and People.

In fact, Minister Tofael
Ahmed's list stunned the nation
and became the centre of hearty
discussions since his statement
‘in parliament on February 18,

Replying to a question from
ruling Awami League lawmaker
Wazuddin Khan, Mr. Ahmed
told the parliament that the
list of those who had taken gov-
ernment's financial help on
health grounds includes minis-
ters, bureaucrats and other gov-
ernment officials.

Only one of the published
names was very genuine. He is
retired Rear Admiral Sergei
Pavlonski of the Soviet Navy
and writer-journalist Shahriar
Kabir had last year written

about the fate of the admiral .

who had been a great friend of

A lot can be accomplished even within the existing environment. What is important is to identify
the existing opportunities and scope and take advantage of those in moving forward with
the needed action in each particular case. But that ideal should be kept in sharp focus
and the construction of an appropriate pathway to that end must be the central guiding
principle of the national agenda.

policy directions, there must be
adequate policy and pro-
amme flexibility so that the
eterogeneous aspects of differ-
ent categories and enterprise
types can be given due atten-
tion.

Under the prevailing cir-
cumstances, small enterprises
are, by and large, relatively
more relevant and important in
Bangladesh, but medium enter-
prises alsn have an important
role to play.. It is perhaps in or-
der to make it clear that enter-
prises we are talking of include
not only manufacturing units
but also trade, linance, and
other types of businesses and
services. A small enterprise is
one that employs fewer than 50
workers; the category excludes
cottage units which cover
household-based units operated
mainly with family labour. A
medium enterprise is one that
employs between 50 and 99
workers, while, a large enter-
prise is defined to have 100 or
more workers. An enterprise
having fewer than 50 workers
but a capital intensity higher
than the existing medium en-
terprise average but lower than
the large enterprise average will
be considered a medium enter-
prise, while an enterprise hav-
ing fewer than 100 workers but
a capital intensity higher than
the existing large enterprise av-
erage will be considered a large
enterprise, [These definitions
are according to the New Indus-
trial Policy expected to be in
place sann{

The important role that
small enterprises can play in
the economy of Bangladesh has
been officially recognised in

"successive plan documents and

relevant policy pronounce-
ments up to the present time,
and not only since Liberation
but in fact since the early 1950s
(ie. since early Pakistan days).
However, there has been limited
progress in relation to the po-
tential to-date. This has been so
because of lack of active policy
support on the one handl:.:i and
lack of entrepreneurial tradi-
tion and adequacy on the other.
It seems Lhat a convergence of
the realisation on the part ol
the government that the SMEs

should be given active policy
and regulatory support and the
interest shown by the privale
sector to Eﬂl‘l‘.il:.‘ipatf_‘ more ac-
tively in the enterprise devel-
opment activities s now
evolving.

However, a robust conducive
environment is yet to emerge.
But it is noticed that along with
the increased awareness on the
part of the government and the
private sector in the country,
currently there are several ma-
jor initiatives, involving dif-
ferent donors in certain cases,
to help SME promotion in
Bangladesh.

One such initiative is that of
the Swiss Agency for Develop-
ment Cooperalion (SDC) which
has in cooperation with the
Bangladesh Unnayan Parishad
[BUP) carried out a study of
small enterprises in
Bangladesh with a view to de-

Bangladesh Joint Committee
for Commercial and Economic
Cooperalion, and the Japan
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry with the purpose of
learning from the Japanese
SME sector experiences and
mobilising Japanese assistance
towards addressing the prob-
lems faced by SMEs in
Bangladesh. The recomimenda-
tions and understandings
teached are promising and. if
both sides follow them through
to logical conclusions, signifi-
cant results concerning the
promotion of SMEs in
Bangladesh can be expected.
Another imporiant initia-
tive is the USAID funded JOBS
[Job Opportunities and Business
Support] Programme which is
seeking to help promole SMEs
through obstacles identifica-
ton sludies and practical assis-
tance and advocacy measures
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veloping a package programme
for promolting such enterprises.
The sample was drawn from
different parts of the country
and covered a wide range ol
products and services. Based on
the findings as to what the crit-
ical obstacles are and how may
the existing and potential small
enirepreneurs access Lhe re-
quired facilities and services, a
private seclor service-cemnire
based methodology is now being
finalised for possible imple-
mentation, perhaps on a pilot
scale initially,

The Federation of
Bangladesh Chambers ol Com-
merce and Industry (FBCCI) has

“also been focusing its attention

on SME development in the
country. Apartl lrom its advo-
cacy activity through national
seminars and proposals put up
to the government, about two
weeks ago it organised an in-
lernational seminar jointly
with Japan Small Business
Corporation, Japan-

towards removing them. The
Daily Star and JOBS organised
a roundtable conference about
two weeks ago on obstacles to
small and medium enterprise
development in Bangladesh. It
provided an opportunity for an
exchange ol views amaong policy
makers, praclitioners, and re-
searchers, Such exchanges of
views should be helpful towards
proper identification and solu-
tion of the problems faced. The
Bangladesh Small and Cottage
Industries Cooperation (BSCIC)
is also putting increased em-
phasis on how best il can direct
its efforts towards small enter-
prise development.

- It seems necessary that an
in-depth analysis be carried out
of the functions and function-
ing of the BSCIC in relation to
small enterprise development
lo prepare recomunendations
for appropriately revamp-
ing/redesigning its small en-
lerprise-related role and func-
tions in the wake of economic

liberalisation. The National
Association of Small and Cot-
tage Industries, Bangladesh
[NASCIB) is also seeking to de-
velop effective ways and means
to pla{y its part in the promo-
tion of small enterprises in the
country. There are surely other
initiatives and ongoing pro-
grammes, bul the ones men-
tioned above suffice to substan-
tiate the point that there is cur-
rently a heightened emphasis
on SMEs in Bangladesh.

The question now is: are all
these initiatives going to gener-

_ate a momentum for SME de-

velopment in Bangladesh or are
they going to be only transient
as had been the previous waves
of interest concerning small
and rural enterprises develop-
meril such as those in the late
1970s and mid-1980s? Not so
this time, | expect. That is, one
expects that all concerned will
endeavour to generate a mo-
mentum. But, for this optimism

to malerialise il is important

that an elfective state-private
sector partnership is estab-
lished with the slale providing
necessary lacilitates and con-
ducive legal and institutional
frameworks and the private
sector playing its role with vi-
brancy and dynamism as the
dominant ac¢tor in Lhe national
product -distribution nexus.

Bul for this partnership to

- be sustainable, social perspec-

tives (including equity and so-
cial justice) of the people and
environmenlal imperatives
will need to be built into the
pracess. The larger context for
this to happen is necessarily
one that is anchored on trans-
parent and accountable demo-
cratic governance (political, bu-
reaucralic, legal) and a sociall
responsible and accnuntahﬂ*
private sector. A tall order. But
7 solid progress in that direc-
tion is absolutely necessary;
otherwise, the future will be the
mirror image of the present,
only worse and more en-
trenched.

It should be made clear,
however, that action on any
front must not wait until an
ideal environment as indicated
above is in place. To do so is a

A Rich is a Poor or a Poor is a Poor

Look out for thelreui poor, tiie little baby in a slum somewhere crying out for help or the freedom
fighter who is too ashan.ed to ask for financial help for his treatment, and make the best
use of People's Money.

Bangladesh during the 1971 in-
dependence war.

Of course, one might ask
which would be considered
genuine and which not, and to
that I will come later.

I must now mention the
staggering amount doled out to
1.088 of the "poor" between
July, 1996 and January, 1999,
as mentioned in the Sangbad
newspaper which the minister
put at Taka 35 million (729,000
US dollars]).

The beneficiaries include,
fearfully mentioning as | am
not very good at litigation, the
wife of Law and Justice Minis-
lter Abdullah Mattoon Chaser,
National Professor Nurul Is-
lamm, Awamni League presidium
member Kamruzzaman,
Chairman of the Fisheries De-
velopment Corporation Golam
Murtaza, secretaries Ismail
Hossain, Ahrab Ahmed,
Chairman of the Power Devel-
opment Board Nooruddin
Mahmud Kamal and director

eneral at the Relief and Reha
ilitation Ministry M. Abdul
Jabbar [thrice), university
teachers and many others. The

list also included names of
journalists and artists. Some
and only some might be also
genuine among them besides
the Soviet general.

The conversations alter the
news was published were funny.

In Fool's Paradise?

rather than a matter taken se-
riously as I had thought.

One executive with a multi-
national put it this way: "What
is the big ha, ha, about the dole?
It is not bribe, but dole." He
added: "Isn't dole better when
many take bribes for all good or
bad reasons?” he asked.

Then a businessman took
the queues. "Look, 1 never knew
there is such a fund and good
thing that they took it and it be-
came news. We can now all seek
the dole because you're really do
not have to be the real, real
poor."

"Whom do you call poor in
Bangladesh?" asked a western
visitor. "I have seen the people
i1 the streets. in the busties and
those who come begging when
your car stops at a traffic light,
Are they the one or is there an-
olher kind?"

- But she was overwhelmed
wilh the Bangladesh life and
the social parties she has been
going round. "It is really warm
and beyond my imagination ...
such rich people when you keep
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on saying Bangladesh is so
poor."

The host was candid and
said, "Look, I can have millions
stashed away but 1 can dress
with the worst ones in my
wardrobe while meeting per-
sonalities from whom [ am
seeking help. That convinces a
lot. Then I have a car. but | de-
cide to visit the important per-
sonality in a baby taxi. no rick-
shaw is better. Luck can strike."

"Then you attire in your best
when you have a busines. “=ain
coming to settle a deal to tell

them you are rich. not poor
please. very rich. It might
work." |

So, he added: "It is not diffi-
cult to become poor or rich
when you want to and all you
need is your brain, connections

and of course first hand knowl- .

edge where you can get such
dole. Just because you are igno-
rant does not mean everyone
will be so0.”

We all agreed and apologised
for our ignorance, but pondered
how would we feel if our names

were published in the national
dailies as we traveled by air-
conditioned wvehicles. Maybe,
that is a different matter.

Coming back to definin
"poor’ in the context n%
Bangladesh, 1 thought it was a
very dillicult task because no-
body keeps track of anybody's
bank account, and even il we
tried to do so there could be one
real account here and numerous
others stashed away somewhere
else. And everyone cannot have
the means always ready to sup-
port their medical needs. [ un-
derstand. 1 mean the PEOPLE
understand. Indeed people of
this land are very 'understand-
ing.’

Tell them nicely and they
accept it, not because they al-
ways belierve what is being said
but boeause they feel too humil-
iaied to disagree.

Since the government doled
out — maybe the previous ones,
too, doled out the same way —
the authorities should publish
the category of being "poor” or
‘gorib” and how one can get it
even having the means for such
lreatments as it is the duty of
the state to ensure that the rich
and the famed live longer.

Those seeking a taka in the
streets or languishing in
"busties” (slums) still have little
chance unless the press high-

lights and makes it a case for
dole.

sure recipe for perpetual back-
wardness and chaos, as that
ideal cannot be wished into ex-
istence: il is in fact an ideal to
move towards by working on all
ronts, Every
change/improvement/reor-
ganisation is not on the critical
]:uath of one another. Hence, a
ot can be accomplished even
within the existing environ-
ment. What Is important is to
identify the existing opportuni-
lies and scope and take advan-
lage of those in moving forward
with the needed action in each
particular case. But that ideal
should be kept in sharp focus
and the construction of an ap-
propriate pathway to that end
must be the central guidin
principle of the nationa
agenda.

| intend to write in some de-
tail on the approach and mea-
sures for SME development in
Banﬁladesh. with particular
emphasis on small enterprises.
But space doesn't permil going
into that today. I shall there-
fore do that in the next piece.

Let me conclude today by men-
tioning that the key areas need-
ing attention include: supply
and demand side information,
finance and credit, skill devel-
opment, techneology, and mar-
kel development. These and
oLher services should be avail-
able adequately in the country,
perhaps in the public and pri-
vate sectors combined, to be
ulilised by the SMEs on the ba-
sis ol their requirements. Ac-
cess to infrastructures such as
transport facilities, electricity,
gas, water, and telecommunica-
tion is another area to look
into. In the wake of economic
liberalisation, there are certain
specific problems faced by dif-
ferent SMEs, which need to be
identified and resclved. Cur-
rently, policy implementation
on the part D}YU’JE state and ad-
herence to the terms and condi-
tions of finance and facilities
received by the entrepreneurs
suffer from serious lacunae
which will also need 1o be ad-

dressed. The overall approach
should be one that would ensure
access to the required services
by SMEs located or to be set up
anywhere in Lhe country, par-
ticularly in places outside of
Dhaka and other cities. Next
time, 1 shall try to review the
present situation concerning
these and other relevant issues
and indicate my thinking as to
how to go about addressing the
problems [aced.

Think about Asma whose
only kidney was chopped off by
doctors by mistake and it be-
cdrme a case after the news was
published in The Daily Star.
She has now a new Kkidney
taken from her mother and
hoping to live the rest of her life
normally.

None should feel offended
tor taking dole, because they are
wise. | heard about Asians in
London refusing to quit Council
Housing despite having enough
cash Lo travel to Bangladesh
annually with loads of gilis for
[riends and family.

The Council Housing is free
living with the government
even paying for gas and electric-
ity. Those who stay there offi-
cially declare themselves as un-
employed and thus no source of
earning. Authorities sometimes
fine those found working se-
cretly and make them quit the
facility,

For me, [ am glad to have the
information and the precedence
of people who have got the dole
because, God forbid, if I get sick
I know [ have a ready dole wait-
ing lor me. Although the task of
getting that dole might not be as
easy as those in the published
list, but it is a BIG reassurance
for PEOPLE like me.

The bottomline is. look out
for the real poor, the little baby
in a slum somewhere crying out
for help or the freedom fighter
who is too ashamed {o ask for
financial help for his treat-
ment. and make the best use of
People's Money.

address. _

AL and BNP,
please unite to

save the country

Sir, 1 make an unusual ap-
peal, hoping against hope, after
reading two items in two differ-
ent dailies. One is in the DS

- writlen by A Special Corre-

spondent on the South West's
Terror and the other one by Mr.
Kaiser Ahmed in the daily
Sangbad on KAFCO. The two
contexts are completely differ-
ent, but both vital to the short-
and long-term interest of the
country.

The killing of Kazi Aref in
such blatant and dare-devil
manner shows that the terror-
ists feel quite free and at ho.ue
to carry out their criminal ac-
tivities. Police is no factor for
them. The newspaper reports
frequently express fear about
the involvement of police in
these crimes. Several years
back a periodical mentioned
that police arms were available
to carry out dacoity on payment
of rent! .

AL and BNP shoulr ‘gnore
their other differences .ad go
for the declaration of a state of
emergency to root out the evil.

Mr, med's article men-

Letters for publication in' these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’s real name, signature and

tions how a big power is twist-
ing the f[ragile arms of a
poverty-stricken country in the

malter of KAFCO, He refers to-

articles in the DS giving due
credit for earlier disclosures. It
has come into {focus as Japan is
now insisling on Bangladesh to
accept the commercial settle-
ment. The article clearly indi-
cates that the parties should
agree and adopt a parliamen-
tary decision to overcome the
pressure. United we stand, ete
etc.

Not only if you love the
country, but also if you have no
subversive mentality you
should unite in these causes.
Hawve your egos, love for strike
or false sense of superiority but

also think about the posterity.
If you fail now the future gener-
ation will remember you with
total contempt.

A Frustrated Reader
Dhaka

Lips that launched
a thousand

Tomahawks

Sir, I was going through the
Time magazine, Feb 22, 1999
and | saw a letter which says

that lilte Heleu of Troy "The
l[ace that launched a thousand
ships” lips of Monica Lewinsky
launched a thousand toma-
hawks. | think the comparison
i= wrong. '

A thousand tomahawks were
launched to fmrﬁet the lips. This
is what will go down in history.

Yamalik
[ISA

Dreams

coming true

Sir, The headline may
prompt in mind of dreams com-
ing true to have a happy, pros-
perous, hartal, pollution, cor-
ruption free Bangladesh. I guess
these are too big dreams to
come true. As a student of
Dhaka University(DU)} 1
lhnu%ht it will be better Lo have
small dreams which may come
true in reality.

A few days ago | saw DU's
arts faculty getting painted. |
felt so glad watching our pride,
our prestige standing into a new
look that it made me feel we get
happy with so little things but
yet those things are so hard to
get. 1 along with many other
students hope this is the first
step of the authority as there
are so many other things left
for the authority to be done.
The main focus of this letter
lies here. [ as a conscious citizen
of this country as well as a
student of DU would like to
have attention of the authori-
ties in following items. With
upgrading them the university
will 'tiice its image to the
students as well as outsiders.

Classrooms with proper

lights, fans and if possible mi-

crophone system. Modilication
ol doors & windows.

Renovation of resl rooms
used by hundreds of students.

Proper set up of girls com-
mon rooms so that they ma
study, take rest or wait at ﬂl);'
periods. This also includes
clean restrooms.

Clean & clear water supply
for all. These are the very few
basic lhings that the students
have the right to have , but it is
pitiful to say that in our coun-
lry either we have (o beg or take
away with strength.

There has been positive
steps laken by the authority
which roved to be worlhy
enough for common students,
one of them is the ‘Bus System’,
With providing other necessi-
ties the students of Dhaka Uni-
versily will be grateful and also
the outcomne will show its stan-
dards.

‘Sharmeen Hannan

Dept. of Public Administration
M.S5.5. (Final)
Dhaka University.

The bold pens

Sir. The recent DS editorial
on ‘hartal' and the opinion 'The
Treason of the irlttllpectuals' b
Mohammad B. Ahsan, (DS 2
Feb). both trickled from bold
pens and were sheer joy to read.
It quenched my reader's thirsty
soul. The complicated political
issues when presented with a
litera [lavour, make them
palatable to relish and enjoy-
able to read.

Articles and essays like
these, from enlightened moun-

tain dwellers to whom reaches
the first light of daybreak and
then slowly permeates to us (the
mortals of the flatland) through
their creative pens makes us ec-
stalic in joy. Please keep it up
and enlighten us too often with
such write-ups.

AZM Shamsul Alam
P.(O. Bax 3294

Abu Dhabi. UAE

Now is the best
time

Sir, One may get confused or
other may get frustrated if they
walch the news of BTV at the
end of the day to update them-
selves with the special events
during the 'hartal' days. What
we see in the TV news about
'hartal’ is totally misleading. |
wonder how they consider the
‘hartal' days as normal days
without having any effects on
normal flow of life as if nothing
goes wrong in these days. Then
why we do shout for not calling
'hartal’ and not using it as a po-
litical weapon to express our
protest? Then why people from
different corners at different
levels try to search for the al-
ternatives of political protest
for the opposition parties? Why
there are a hue and cry from all

levels of the society that we

should get rid of this curse to
save our country, its economy,
its development, its next gener-
ation?

The probable and sensible
answer could be this that people
in general want to be free from
this endless trail of 'hartal’

which has been a part and par-
cel of our politics and has been
a social ailmment that very badly
needs a cure, The answer could
be that the mass people want to
lead a smooth and assured life,
warnl to be reassured about the
future of their children whose
academic career might have se-
riously been damaged and may
turn into a malignant conse-
quence with the progression of
this virulent germ. Even. the
answer could be that they want
to see national development
which all is caplive in Lhe black
grips of horrific 'hartal’,

If we don't consider the de-
caying effects of hartal as
harmiul, there is no reason that
we blame the oppositions for
nurturing this. And it we have
the courage (o say the truth, ir-
respective of political interest.
we should confess the harmful
consequences of the ‘'hartal’
drama. Perhaps, now is the
high time for that,

Dr. Kuntal
Dhalka 1205

Ocalan

Sir, Abdullah Ocalan is in
great danger. He is facing an
imminent death. | think his
fighting for a homeland for
Kurdish people is justified. We
are a le who also suffered at
the hands ol the Pakistani mil-

itary and regime for our home-
land. Consi en‘% this, will you
please write and fight for this .
just cause?

Raisul A Khan

USA



