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Criminals take away transit goods

BENAPOLE, Feb 28: Organised gangs of criminals forcibly
take away transit goods from the Benapole land port, according
to Customs authorities, reports APB.

They allege that some known criminals threaten guards,
enter into the sheds for imported goods and take away whatever
items they like. When police go to round them up they hide in
shops illegally raised by the roadside. Customs authorities said
they repeatedly requested the thana administration to take
action against the criminals and to remove the illegal shops,
but no action has been taken,

Alleged smuggler arrested

NAOGAON, Feb 28: The Task Force formed to prevent srnug-
ling on Tuesday arrested an alleged international smuggler
rom Dabpatti area of the town and recovered heroin worth
about Tk 20 lakh from his possession, reports UNB.

The arrested was identified as Naresh Chandra Shaha. Po-
lice said combined force of police and BDR led by a magistrate,

acting on a tip-off. raided the Dabpatti shop of Naresh and
arrested him with heroin weighing 200 grams. Police suspected
Naresh to be a member of the international smugglers group.

Science fair concludes

PATUAKHALI, .Feb 28: A science fair was organised at the
Government Women College in observance of the 22nd Science
and Technology Week, reports APB.

More than one hundred educational institutions partici-
pated in the three-day fair that began on February 15. 'Science
and technology for life' was the theme of the fair. Discussion
meetings and debates were also organised on. the occasion.
Deputy Commissioner M Habibullah inaugurated it.

Money, clothes distributed |

PATUAKHALI, Feb 28: The district administration and local |
philanthropists have distributed money and warm clothes to
500 distressed people in six thanas here. reports APB.

Official sources said that warm clothes were also distributed
to inmates of seven orphanages and 28 prisoners at Patuakhali
jail. Twelve blind destitutes were given Tk 500 each. Local BNP
leaders claimed that they also distributed warm clothes to 300

people.

| Rice, pulse distributed

CHANDFPUR, Feb 28: The Bangladesh Red Crescent Society
has distributed 40,000 kg of rice and 8,000 klg of Musur Dal
(pulse] among 2,000 distressed families as relief under its post-
I ood rehabilitation programme, reports APB.

The relief materials were distributed in Chandpur Sadar,
Haimchar, Hajiganj, Matlab, Shahrasti and Faridganj thanas,
Red Crescenl sources said. Members of Jubo Red Crescent
participated in the distribution programme.

Fund for drains construction

MAGURA, Feb 28: The Public Health Engineering Depart-
ment (PHED) has allocated Tk 26,58.000 for construction of |
pucca drains in the town, reports APB.

. The Executive En%ineer of Magura PHED said the funds will
be used to construct 2.5 km pucca drains and repair the old and
damaged ones. Work on the project will begin in March and is
expected to be completed by June. The funds have been provided
under a Dutch assistance for water distribution and drainage
programme for 18 towns. '

| Highways construction work starts

FENI. Feb 28: Work on a 2.75 crore taka programme for re-
construction of four highways in the district has started. re-
ports APB. I

The Feni-Belonia, Feni-Noakhali, Feni-Sonagazi and Feni
Bypass roads will be reconstructed under the programime,
expecied to be completed by June this year.

3 killed in separate incidents

SATKHIRA, Feb 28: Three people were killed in separale

incidents in the district last w&eﬂ. police said, reports UNB, I
Yasin Ali, 30, son of Afzal of Khejurbaria, was killed in a

tragic traffic mishap when a Satkhira-bound truck. from

KHAGRACHHARI: Municipal election was held in a free and fair atmosphere here on
I'ebruary 25. Mongkya Ching Chowdhury was elected as chairman by scoring 3,754 votes.
— Star photo
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Over 70 pc villagers do not use
sanitary latrine in Gopalganj

GOPALGANJ, Feb 28: More
than 70 per cent people in rural
areas of live thanas here do not
use sanitary latrine.

According to the reports,
about 10 lakh people live in1 ru-
ral areas of {ive thanas here,
Majority of the villagers dis-
charge human waste in the
bushes. barren land, bank of
the canal, pond or river and
crop land. As a result, human
waste mixes with water of
canals, ponds, rivers, heels and
pollutes environment

The Department of Public
Health Engineering (DPHE)
sources said they are supplying
waler secaled latrine's equip-
ment Irom their thana offices
at a low cost. But due (o lack of
awareness people of the rural
areas do not show interest to set
up water sealed larines in their
houses,

Thirty-seven per cent people
use of sanitary latrine in rural

From Alimuzzaman

areas here, oflicial report says.
It is mentioned that,
1.96,336 families living in ru-
ral areas of the district. Of them
72,644 [amilies use sanitary la-
tring, A local doctor named Ku-
lapado Biswas of village Bonnia
Bari in Tungipara thana told

The Daily Star correspondent,
only 15 per cent people use sani-
tary latrine. As a result due to
lack of good sanitation rural
people including children sulfer
from <diarrhoeal diseases
around Lhe year,

Hahmida Khatun, a social
worker in Tungipara thana.
told this correspondent that a
large number of children he-
longing to poor families of the
village areas do not use lairines
at all.

When contacted with
Lalmia, Assistant ifeadmaster
of Balakir High School in the
sadar thana, he told this corre-

spondent that 10 per cent people
of rural areas use sanilary la-
trine .

some local leaders in village
areas of Kotalipara thana said,
somne families in their areas use
Kutcha latrines which mostly
stand on the banks of rivers,
beel and canals. By allowing
human waste to fall into rivers,
beels and canals from such la-
trines they pollute water,

DPHE observes Sanitalion
Week throughout! the country
every year. But the rural people
who live in proverty are not ac-
tually  motivated for using
sanitary latrines arnd safe water
due to lack of direct contact
with the DPHE people; they al-
leged,

Local leaders and experts
have appealed to the aulhorities
concerned to take necessary
steps for motivating poor rural
people for good sanitation.

‘Patients exploited in clinics
in name of treatment

NATORE, Feb 28: Private
clinics and pathological centres
are doing brisk business here

and other thana headquariers,

reports UNB,

There are about 75 such pri-
vate medical service centres
here to conduct various tests
and olfer treatment, but the of-
ficial sources could not provide
the exact number ol such estab-
lishments.

The owners of the clinics
and centres are simply exploit-
ing the patients in the name of
treatment and pathological
tests. complained some local
people.

They [urther said many
doctors serving in government
hospitals have connections
with these clinics and regularly
suggest the patients to go (o
these medical service centres
for belter treatment.

Some of the doctors even in-

volve themselves in running
such clinics violating the gov-
ernnient rule, sources alleged.

A number of patients com-
plained that the pathological
centres are giving different re-
sults of tests lor the same sam-
ple creating confusion and
mistrust among the people.

Moreover, the doctors do not
accept the repeort of any test
conducted even a week ago and
ask the patients to go for an-
other test.

The clinies and centres are
also wviolating relevant gov-
ernment rules for running such
an establishment. According to
the provision of the 1982 ordi-
riance. a clinic or private hospi-
tal with 10 beds must have a
doctor, three nurses and 80
syguare feet of space.

But medical establishmments
here are widely violating these
rules as the authorities con-
cerned are not taking any ac-

tion agaiist them.

The prevailing situation has
discouraged the people in tak-
ing treatment in the country
and well-off section of the soci-
ety prefer to go to India and
other countries for treatment,

The standard of treatment
and test in the clinics and path-
labs in the thana level is too
low, said the sources adding
that these creale frustration in
the minds of the patienis who
use to comie here with a hope of
getling proper treatinent,

On average. doctors charge
between Th 150 and Tk 300
from each patent as their fee
for the first visit ancéTk 100 to
Tk 200 for subseguent visits,
The fee lor various tests range
from Tk 150 to Tk 700.

A patient has to pav on aver-
age Tk 1,000 for laboralery
tests and TK 5.000 to Tk 25,000
for a case of surgical treatment.

Kaliganj run over him on Satkhira-Kaliganj road in Debhata | [

thana recently.

In another accident, vegetable grocer Ahmed Ali. 40. was
crushed under the wheels of a mini bus on Satkhira-Jessore |
highway at Labsha in Sadar thana. An unidentified villager
was gunned down by robbers while committing robbery at a
house in Lakkidari village in Assasuni thana. Three others
were also injured in the gunfire.

466 arrested in Sylhet l

SYLHET, Feb 28: As a part of countrywide special drive, po-
lice arrested 466 people from different parts of the district in
the last fortnight, reports UNB.

Of them, 184 were arrested under GR cases, 165 under CR
cases. 44 under section 54 and 73 on various charges. The re-
covered arms included three pipe-guns, two rounds of bullets,
cartridges, cocktails and sharp weapons.

Wheat farming on 22,260 hectares |

CHUADANGA, Feb 28: A total of 22,260 hectares has been
brought under wheat cultivation in all the four thanas of
Chuadanga district in the current wheat cultivation season,
reports BSS,

The four thanas of Chuadanga district are Chuadanga sadar,
Alamdanga, Damurhuda and Jibannagar. According to an
official source, during this season it is expected that about I
50,000 tonnes of wheat would be produced in Chuadanga
district. The condition of wheat in the field is found to be good

The harvesting of wheat is expected to be started with 15 to
20 days.

Installation ceremony

NARSINGDI, Feb 28: The installation ceremony of the newly
elected office bearers of Narsingdi Press Club was held at the
district won hall recently, reports BSS

Minister for Science and Technology Lt Gen Noor Uddin
Khan was present at the function as the chief guest with Prof
Sitara Begum in the chair. Prol Surjyakanta Das, Principal of

. Narsingdi Government College administered the oath to the
newly elected office bearers of the press club. The CETEMOony was
also attended, among others, by General Secretary of the
National Press Club Swapan Kumar Saha, President of Dhaka
Reporters Unity Shajahan Sardar, journalists Kartik
Chatterjee, Shahed Chowdhury, Prof Pranab Chakrabarty, Prof
Mohamad Ali, Advocate Badruddoja Zillu. Police Super
Mokhlesur Rahman and ADC Bijan Das.

Prizes distributed

MANIKGANJ, Feb 28: The National Science and Technology
Week '99 concluded here at Government Devendra Collepe
recently, reports BSS.

On this occasion a prize giving ceremony was held at the
college auditorium. The function was presided over by Prof
Abdul Basir, Principal, Government Devendra College,

- Manikganj, Sheikh Mojaharuddin, Deputy Commissioner,
Manikganj, distributed the prizes among the winners as the
chief guest. The meeting was addressed. among others, by Md
Abul Basar, Principal, mi an Bahadur Awlad Hossain Khan
College, Manikganj, Prof A" A Asaduzzaman. Ex-principal
Government Devendra College, Prof Md Majibar Rahman, Prof
Zillar Rahman, Vice Principal Government Devendra College,
Abdul Wahab Chowdhury, Secretary, Disirict Science and
Technology Week Committee. I

. Pry edn hampered

SHERPUR, Feb 28: Primary education in the distriet is being
hampered as books are vet to each most of the schools, teachers
alleged, reports APB.

_ The Primary Education Department had a programme of
distributing 6,46,920 books this year to students of 358 overn-
ment and 249 private primary schools. But only 3,51,045 books,
about 50 per cent of the réquirement, have been distributed
among students in five thanas, sources said. An official at the
Primary Education Department, however. claimed that 60 per
cent of books had already been distributed.

Smuggled goods seized I

JESSORE, Feb 28: A Customs surveillance team seized
smuggled goods worth over Tk 1.85 crore in last five months,
reports UNB. .

Officials said 75 departmental cases were filed with Sadar
thana during the period of Seplember 1998 to January last year.
During the period, the surveillance team seized a huge quantity
of sugar, saree, motor parts. medicine and electronic goods
while being smuggled into the country from India. The team
also seized used bandroll of bidi worth Tk 82.215 during the pe-

- riod and lodged a revenue fraud case with Abhoynagar police in
this connection.

Man killed in road accident

SATKHRIA, Feb 28: One person was killed in a road accident
at Debishahar on Satkhira-Kaliganj imad in Debhata thana on
Saturday, police and hospital sources said, reports BSS.

A speeding motor cycle hit Arshad Gazi, 30, of village Shib-

nagar in Debhata thana while he was crossing the road. He suc-
cumbed to his injuries at Satkhira Sadar Hospital on Sunday.
The motor cycle rider fled.

CHITTAGONG UNIVERSITY: Pro-Vice Chancellor Prof Abu Yousuf addressing recently a
a freshers’ reception programme of Chittagong University College.
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Separate incidents claim 6 lives
in Habiganj, Mymensingh

HABIGANJ, Feb 28: A bicycle
rider was crushed under the
wheels of a bus on Thursday
night at Dhuliakhal on Habi-
ganj-Shayestaganj road, re-
ports UNB.

Witnesses said Mostafa Mia,
44, of Bahula village in Sadar
lhana was returning home
when the Habiganj-bound bus
from Dhaka dashed him at
about 10 pm. The victim died on
the spot.

The driver of the bus man-
aged to flee the scene.

Another report from Jessore
adds: Noor Islam Mandal, 30,
an activist of Sramajibi Muktj
Andolan, was shot dead al-
legedly by the outlawed Shar-
bahara party men on Sunday
morning at a village in Bager-
para thana,

Mandal, son of Gahar Ali
Lashkar of village Zalkar in
Sadar thana, was going to his
father-in-low's house in Nulia
in the same thana when he was
abducted by a group of miscre-
ants numbering about 10,

The abductors toek him 1o a
village in.the neighbouring
Bagerpara thana and shot him
dead. They also slaughtered
him to confirm the death.

The cause of the murder
could not he ascertained irnme-
diately.

Meanwhile, two people in-
cluding a child were crushed
under the wheels of sapling
vehicles in two road accidents
here on Sunday.

Asia Khatun, 5, daughter of
Lutfar Rahman of village Har-
ergathi in Monirampur thana,

was crushed under the wheels of
a Satkhira-bound bus near
Khalkandha on Jessore-
Satkhira road in the morning.

The other accident occurred
near Benapole land port in the
evening when Rubayet, 15, son
of Yunus Skeikh of Benapole
bazar, was run over by a speed-
ing truck near the warehouse of
the land port.

Both the bodies were brought

Piiferage of spare parts
worth Tk 3,36,000 at
Darwani Textile Mills

From Our Correspondent

NILPHAMARI. Feb 28: The
only textile mill here namely
"Darwani Textile Mills" of
BTMC is in partial operation
since a long time.

Three fourth of the factory
stands idle for shortage of cot-
Lton.

Recently from ihe idle ma-
chines of the factory, spare
parts worth Taka 3.36,000 were
stolen. The report of the en-
quiry cormiittee, set up o en-
quire into this pilferage could
not satisfy the mills' CBA al
whose demand. BTMC consti-
luted a two-member enwuiry
teamn to reinvestigate into it

Local management also filed
and GD entry with local police
station. Police arrested two se-
curity guards and two other
workers ol the concerned de-
partment and sent them to the
court.

to Jessore General Hospital for
alutopsy.

UNB reports from My
mensingh: A boy was killed and
25 others were hurt when a bus
turned turtle on Haluaghat road
al Raghurampur in Sadar thana
on Sunday, reports UNB.

The dead identified as Ali
Hossain. 12, hailed from
Dhobaura inn Munshirhat.

Police said, the mishap oc-
curred at 1 pm as the driver of
the ill-fated Haluaghat-bound
vehicle lost control over its
steering.

Of the wounded. six were
rushed to the district Medigl
College Hospital in a critical
cotnidition.

Another message adds: A 22-
vear old young mnan allegedly
committed suicide on Monday
by taking pesticide when he
l[ailed to persuade his wile to
bring 1o his residence from his
tather-in-law's house,

Family sources said, Rafiqul
Islamn of Chamiadi of Valuka
thana married Nazma, 1686,
daughter of Taleb Hossain of
Bhiabo village of Lhe same
thana two years back.

Nazma has been residing in
her father's house sinece her
marriage. Rafiqul on the fatelul
day went to her and requested
her to come to his house which
she turned down. At this the
frustrated husband allegedly
took pesticides Lo commit sui-
cide.

He was rushed to the My-
mensingh Medical College
Hospital where the attending
doctors declared him dead.

Founding

anniversary
By Staff Correspondent

The 7th founding anniver-
sary of Juranpur Adarsha Col-
lege at Daudkandi in Comilla
district was held on February 21.

BNP Standing Committee
member and former Minister
Col [Retd) Oli Ahmed MP at-
tended the ceremony and ad-
dressed as chief guest.

Veteran freedom fighter
Major General {(Retd) Muham-
mad Subed Ali Bhuiyan
founded the college, which is
free from adopting unfairmeans
in the examinalion and also
free from politics.

Speaking on the occasion,

Oli Ahmed said this college is
reflection of Bishwa Bharoti or
Shanti Niketan. No one will be-
lieve that such an ideal college
has been established in this
remote village before visiting it.
he added.

He said its a good news for
the nation that students of this
exceplional college are studying
here freeing themselves from
politics and unfairmeans.

Bhuiyan expressed the hope
that he ir'rlas the desire to estab-
lish some more institutions at
Daudkandi.

Presided over by acting
prinicipal of the college Abdul
Rahim. it was addressed, amon
others, by Advocate Mosharra
Hossain and Shawkat Ali. The
function was followed by a
colouriul musical soiree,

Rab visits spot
where Kazi Aref,
others killed

BHERAMARA, Feb 28: JSD
leader and Minister for Fish-
eries and Livestock ASK Abdur
Rab on February 21 visited
Kushtia and the spot at Daulat-
pur where ceniral leader of his
party Kazi Arel Ahmed and four
district leaders were gunned
down by terrorists on February
17, reports AFB,

He acddressed a number of
condolence meetings where he
called for building resistance
against terrorists. He alsu said
the killers will be punished and
all measures will be taken to
stop such killings.

The minister also went to
the residences of the slain lead-
ers and consoled the bereaved
members of families.

Kushtia district JSD Presi-
dent Lokman Hossain., General
Secretary Yakub Ali and two
other leaders were killed at a
public meeting at Kalidaspur.

He also visited the residence
of district JSD Vice-president
Ranajit Kumar Singha Roy who
was also killed by ferrorists on
October 20 lasl vear.

Rab was accompanied by
J5D General Secretary Hasaml
Haq Inu, Central leader Nur-e-
Alam Jiku and others.

20 launch
terminals

closed

SHARIATPUR, Feb 28 As
many as 20 passenger launch
terminals of the district have
been closed down owing to fall
in the water level of. the tribu-
taries of the Padma, reports
APB.

The launch terminals are:
Naria. Bhojeshwar, Kotapara,
Sholpara, Munshirhat, Raja-
ganj, Angaria, Kajirhat, Kazir
Char, Lawkhola, Jajira. Khe-
jurtala, Gharishar, Bedorganij,
Kartikpur, Chanderchar and
Puyatala.

The concerned authorities
said six other launch terminals
which are on the verge of clo-
sure were: WAPDA, Chandipur,
shureshwar, Dularchar.

Damudya and Goshairhat.
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DAUDKANID :Veteran

freedom fighter Major General

(Retd) Muhammad Subed Ali Bhuiyan addressing recently
at a discussion meeting arranged in observance of the sey-
enth founding anniversary of Juranpur Adarsha College

which he founded.
.

Vendors causing traffic jams
along busy highways in Natore

NATORE, Feb 28: Occupalion
of thoroughlares and highwavs
by the vendors has been causing
tralfic jams at many places and
putting the passers-by in trou-
ble, reports UNB.

Local people said inany rural
markets and hats sit besides the
busy highways causing many
accidents.

Major hats and bazars in-
clude Bandar Bazar., Jamtoli
Bazar, Sherkol hats and $hin-
gra hats on Dhaka-Natore
highway via Bogra, Bonarpara
hats, Rajpur hats, Dhanaidha
Bazar and Tebaria hats on Na-
tore-Nagarbari highway and
Gurpatti, Chandpur, Kafurai,
Tokia and Ekdala on Natore-
Rajshahi road.

Paddy, rice, jute, wheat. oil
seeds, pulses, betel leal, banana,
vegetables, molasses, raw
leather, [ish and dilferent fruits
are being traded at these hats
and bazars on the highways
almost everyday.

The rush of buyers and sell-
ers create traffic congestion at
many points particularly dur-
ing the weekly market days.
Many buses. coaches and trucks

and other wvehicles become
stranded at these points causing
immense suffering to the pas-
Selgers.

The traffic movenient has
increased many times on these
highways over the years and
particularly [f(ollowing the
opening of Bangabandhu Bridge |
over the river Jamuna. '

Many passengers and
drivers coruplained that their
vehicles remain stranded for
hours together at some points
as the vendors occupy the roads
delaying them unnecessarily.

The number of road acci-
dents has also increased at
these points and during the last
six months there were about
160 small and big accidents on
these roules.

According to olficial re-
cords, some 32 people were
killed and 178 injured in these
accidents.

The leaders ol transport
OWTErs' association and trans-
port workers have urged the au-
thorities to take measures in
this regard for ensuring smooth
movernent of traffic on the
highways.
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RAJSHAHI UNIVERSITY: Pro-Vi

e

ce Chancellor Prof Su}hI

eedur Rahman along with the proctor and other high offi-
cials of the university visiting recently different gardens.
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KErosion renders 23,800 families
homeless in Madaripur

MADARIPUR, Feb 28: Rivers
have devoured some 12 185
acres of land rendering al least
23, 800 families homeless in
[our thanas of here in the last
four years, reports APB.

The Padma, Arial Khan,
Kummar and Palodi rivers have
eroded the lands in the Sadar,
KRalkini, Shibchar and Rajoir
thanas, officials sources said.,

Arial Khan and Kumar
rivers have eroded vast areas in
18 villages in the sadar thana,
rendering about 5.000 families
homeless.

Thirteen villages under
Kalkini thana have been par-
tially washed away by the Arial

Khan and the Paledi rivers.

Some 20 villages in
Shibchar thana have been
eroded by the mighty Padma
and Arial Khan rivers.

The government has, mearn-
time, laken up a project called
"Ashravan' to rehabilitate the
erosion-allected families in
Kalkini thana.
~ some homeless families |
have been sheltered in a newly
set up 'ideal village' called "Hri-
dovandi' al Tekerhat in Rajoir
thana.

Nearly 15,600 landless lami-
lies of Shibchar thana have
taken shelter along the Bhanga-
Mawa highway.

NATORE: Publication ceremony of poet Alek Sheikh'
recently. Prof Zulfiqar Matin (Right) of Bangla

R

e e T Ll bR
» A ~

s book of verses ‘Shawr-O-Roudra Khungi Tare’ was held here
Department in Rajshahi University and the author speaking there.
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One can cross border by
paying Tk 30 to guards?

CHUADANGA, Feb 28: "Why
bother for a passport? One can
cross the border by paying Tk
20 to 30 to border guards”, was
the simple reply from a young
man, reports APB.

"People without passport get
warmer treatment than the
passport-holders”, he told this
correspondent during a recent
visit to bordering Kutubpur vil-
lage.

Cross-border movement of
Feuplc and goods are almost
ree through Munshipur., Ku-
tubpur, Thakurpur. Darsana,
Neemtala, Rajpur, Baradi and
Dhu}tha]i and Kutubpur areas,
local people alleged.

People go to India, do their
shopping and return home
without any problem.

Indian citizens alse come in
groups, do necessary work and
go back home without any hin-
drance, they alleged.

People in bordering areas
also invite their relatives from
other parts of the country to
visit India as their guests.

This correspondent saw rice,
paddy, sugar, salt, sarees, lungis
and innumerable other com-
modities being smuggled into
Bangladesh. Substantial quan-
tities of raw jute and other
itemms were also being smuggled
to India. -

One BDR jawwan at Darsana
claimed, there is an acute
shortage of security personnel
to guard the border points. Nor
is there any bank branch to de-
posit travel taxes, he said:



