DHAKA MONDAY, MARCH 1, 1999

Please visit Transcom Pavilion No.1 at DITF !
Ideal gift for any occassion. '

Instalment facility available
only for purchases above Tk. 7,500

Transcom Electronics Limited

Official licensee of Philips Electronics N.V. for lighting products, radio and TV sets.
Dhaka: 815307-10 Ctg.: 716353, 723578 Khulna: 720304 Bogra: 6215

o= fsopvoufcanjiiavepyougieace

sipsponend Bangiadesh Express Co. Lid.

= Ligensee of Federml! Express Corpormtion

s s

For more information call-Dhaka, Tel : 9565114,
9883027, 9130647, 894213, 808803 DEPZ 4338901 -
Chittagong, Tel - (031) 712127, CEPZ (031) 740108
Khuing, Tel : {041) 725008, N'Ganj, Tel : 9714336

Thd Forid On Time

Z PHILIPS

Visit your nearest Philips Display Centre today

Air Cleane

Burned Agargaon slum

Thousands under open
sky, await relief

Star Report

Thousands of fire victims
were searching yesterday for
their remaining valuables from
the debris at Agargaon slums
razed by a devastating fire on
Saturday.

At least six people, including
women and children, were
killed in the fire that Ileft
around 20,000 homeless.
Around one square kilometer of
slum area turned into a pile of
debris after the blaze.

EC must have -
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representative bodies™.

Underlining the importance
of reforms of the electoral sys-
termns, the Kathmandu declara-
tion said: "Timely and neces-
sary reform in the electoral
process would enhance the cred-
ibility of the election system.
Any reform measures should
aim at enhancing the capacity
of the Election Commission to
better superintend, conduct, di-
rect and control the electoral
'process,”

The election commissioners

: the can nce also
vi that the ?‘ggﬁens in the'

functioning of the political
parties, aimed especially at.
their financial transparency,
would substantially help the
Election Commissions ensure
free and fair elections.

The conference also resolved
that it was the need of the hour
to set up a 'Forum of the Chief
Election Commissioners of
South Asia'. In this regard the
conference has authorised the
CEC of Nepal, Bishnu Pratap
Shah, to consult his -counter-
parts and initiate necessary
steps to establish such a re-
gional forum.

Munira Begum lost all her
savings along with her kutcha
house. “I do not know what to
do with my two children,” Mu-
nira, a hospital aid, told The
Daily Star.

Some of the homeless were
trying to re-build their damaged
shanties while thousands of
others living under the open
sky.

.FWealth_',r locals with the help
of the ward commissioner ar-
ranged the preparation and
distribution of food to fire vic-
tims.

Meanwhile, Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina and leader of
the opposition Khaleda Zia,
along with their respective
party members, visited the spot
yesterday and distributed some
relief goods. But the relief ma-
terial was inadequate.

A frustrated victim Aftab,
60, lost hope of getting assis-
tance from the government or
any other organisation and left
the slum area temporarily.
"You have done enough for us,
now [ am going to help myself,”
he said sarcastically.

Noor Hossain was awed by
the sight of the prime minister
distributing relief goods on the
barren grounds of his burned
house. However, hie did not take
any assistance,

Some voluntary organisa-
tions also came up and extended
a helping hand to the victims.
They provided them with dry
food, cloths, lpum drinking wa-
ters, utensil and hgusehold
materials,

The gravity of the debacle,
however, was epitomised by
Mazeda's, 30 ?;aihtement _—

"I lost eve in the fire
hutlamnntsndq;nrésedaslsee
m_l,rd two children alive,” she
said.

Sajal murder
Bail prayer of

Niaz rejected

By Staff Correspondent

Niaz Ahmed, brother-in-law
of Sajal Chowdhury, who was
shot dead during hartal hours
on February nine, was sent to
Dhaka Central Jail on Saturday
after expiry of one day's police
remand, gollce said yesterday.

Niaz, 30, was produced gﬂ-
fore the CMM’s court on Satur-
day. Police did not pray for his
further remand. But earlier on
Thursday, police had prayed for
a twelve-day remand. A balil pe-
tition was moved on behalt of
Niaz but it was rejected.

Sajal Chowdhury, 25, was
shot Irom a point blank range
by armed men from an anti-
hartal convoy of motor vehicles
at Dhanmondi, led by local MP
of ruling Awami League during
hartal hours on February nine.

Mohammadpur police
Wednesday arrested Niaz as an
FIR- named accused in two
cases lodged with Mohammad-
pur thana, He was arrested from
near his 308/A, West Dhan-
mondi residence.

Police however failed to ar-
rest any one in connection with
the killing of Sajal till last
night,

Aziz Bhai
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in film star Sohel Chowdhury
murder case and in the A-TV
case.

He has not been
in the A-TV case. The court,
however, granted him bail in
the case filed under Section 54
of the Code of Criminal Proce-
dure. )

Barrister Shaukat Ali Khan
assisted by advocates Md
Tamizuddin, Fazlul Huq Farid
and Rehan Hossain moved for
the petitioner, while Deputy At-
torney General Md Mamo-
tazuddin Ahmed and Assistant
Attorney General Md Aminud-
din appeared for the govern-
ment.

anted bail
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Summit opens today
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Egypt, Iran, Indonesia,
Malayasia, Nigeria, Pakistan
and key. These states have a
combined population of nearly
800 million and command
nearl eight per cent of the
global GDP.

Although the OIC consists of
57 countries, the D-8 members
have nearly half the popula-
tion of the OIC states.

Earlier, the D-8 Council of-
Ministers that met in the city
on Saturday discussed different
areas of coopération and dwelt
on the draft of the Declaration
which would be finalised by the
leaders attending the Summit.

The ministers present at the
reached a consensus
that adequate safeguards were
required to ensure that "the
vuinerable countries are not
adversely affected by financial

Shazneen
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Rahman during the cross-ex-
amination by the defence
lawyer ’Festerday.

— The Qulkhwani of
Shazneen was held on April 26.
[ do not remember at this mo-
ment exactly how many days
after the Qulkhwani Badal was
arrested.

— It is not true that CID po-
lice picked up Badal without the
knowledge of the informant
and that he was taken on the
pretext that he would be made
arn witness.

— [t is absolutely untrue that
my daughter Shazneen used to
take Shahid along when she
would go to school or anywhere
outside the residence,

At this stage, the prosecution
lawyers strongly objected to the
question of the defence lawyer.

— There were about 10 to 12
household stafl at my residence
on the night of the incident.

— Dayal used to work with
his brother carpenter Shani
Ram.

— My wife has five sisters
and a brother. They are — Arati,
Bharati, Minoti, Pronoti, Tap-
ati and Shatya.

— Bharati and her husband
Dipak Dutta were at my resi-
dence that night. They had been
staying with us for about one
and a half months.

— I do not know whether po-
lice interrogated Bharati and
Dipak after the incident.

At this stage the defence
lawyer pointed at accused Minu,
who was then standing at the
dock, and asked Latifur Rah-
man whether he knew her,

— Yes | know her., She is
maid Minu.

The judge AK Roy fixed
March 4 for further cross exam-
ination of the informant.

Malaysian FM
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a certain code of behaviour.”
Globalisation, he said.

should not be used as a new
torm of domination. "The de-
veloped countries want no con-
ditions while entering our
market but we can not freely en-
ter their markets. We can not
say that globalisation is not
ood but it has its negative ef-
ects.”

Giving his views about the
media he said, "It is often seen
having some bias. The Western
media has a mindset of its owrn.

“Slant creates wrong percep-
tion. They (Western media) can
not accept that we have a differ-
ent view and still be correct.
They want to show that Asia
and the emerging countries are
plagued with problems. I do not
think that the devel?ed coun-
tries want to see developing
countries attain their level.”

Responding to questions on

the political situation in his

country following removal of
Deputy Prime Minister Anwar
Ibrahim and his trial he said,
‘Initially Malaysia had eco-
nomic -and financial crisis.
Anwar brquht a political di-
mension. The western press
tried to project Anwar as all
important. In reality there is
considerable exaggeration and
misreporting. This is part of the
political process. Once you are
there, you make mistakes in
politics, you make mistakes in

our life. There is law and law

as to be allowed to take its own
course. ,

“We have a due process of
law. It is not for us to make
judgement. It is for the court to
make judgement. At the end of
Lhe day it is the court which will
decide.

“In our country, we have sys-
tems. We have got judictal pro-
cess, we have got legal process,
we have got electoral process
and all these should be utilised.
In our case, we are dulng every-
thin%1 within the system".

The foreign minister em-

liberalisation” and acknowl-
edged "the tremendous potential
of the organisation.”

Malaysian Foreign Minister
Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Albar
aptly explained the spirit of the
organisation saying, "The D-8
would show the world the posi-
tive side of Islam through suc-
cessful economic cooperation,
to shed the negative image of
religion.”

He went on "D-8 would not be
just a talk shop but a dynamic
economic forum which would
see the implementation of ecd-
nomic programmes and pro-
jects.”

Egyptian Ambassador to
Bangladesh Ossama Moham-
mad Tawfig said "We are not

" outside the OIC but have made a

more meaningful forum for
taking up positive economic
programmes.”

All the foreign dignitaries
now in the city in connection
with the Summit are being
lodged at Sheraton Hotel which
hias been closed to all others. A
massive security dragnet has
been thrown all around the ho-
tel and all places to be visited
by the dignitaries,

Polls irregularities

EC probe body
leaves for

Rangamati
By Staff Correspondent

The Election Commission
yesterday formed a 'high-pow-
ered’ committee to probe the al-
legations of irregularities in the
election of Rangamati munici-
pality on February 25 last, Elec-
tion Commission sources said.

The probe body comprising
Dr Omar Farook and Golam

Hossain, a joint secretary and a_.

sub-judge of the Commission,
left Dhaka for Rangamati last
night. '

According EC sources, the
Commission has received alle-
gations from Moni Swapan De-
wan, a chairman candidate in
the municipal polls, that the lo-
cal administration indulged in
backing a ruling party candi-
date in the polls. He alleged that
the ruling party candidate
Habibur Rahman and his sup-

orters forcibly ousted his
[)Df:wan'sl agents from the
polling centres.

He also complained that the
ruling party candidate managed
lo get a large number of false
votes cast in his favour at least
in six centres of the municipal-
ity with the help of local ad-
ministration.

Akhteruzzaman
won't resign
from party, JS

By Staff Correspondent

BNP lawmaker Akhteruz-

zaman decided not to resign
from the party and from par-
liament following discussions
with party secretary general
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan last
night, party sources said.

He had declared on Febru
19 that he would resign bot
from the party and parliament
if the BNP chief did not expel
Moudud Ahmed, Khandaker
Mahbubuddin Ahmed and
Habibul Islam Bhuiyan from
the party by February 28.

He had demanded expulsion
of the three party leaders after
they addressed a meeting of the
party at Kishoreganj on Febru-
ary 19. Two factions of district
BNP held separate meetings on
the day. hteruzzaman ad-
dressed the other meeting.

Akhteruzzaman along with
a group of party leaders from
Kishoreganj came to the official
residence of the Leader of the
Dﬁgﬂ&itinn in Parliament and
BNP chief Khaleda Zia yester-
day evening.

He entered Khaleda's cham-

ber and wanted to submit his'

resignation. But an angry
Khaleda asked him to go to the
party secretary general, the
sources said. Mannan Bhuiyan
was not present at that time

Party security personnel did
not, however, allow the local
leaders to get into Khaleda's
chamber.

Akhteruzzaman then went
to Mannan Bhuiyan's residence
and had a discussion with him.
A mid-ranking BNP leader, who
was present there, told The
Daily Star over telephone that
Bhuiyan assured him of look-
ing into his demand and asked
him not to resign. Akhteruzza-
man agreed.

Lead-free petrol
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said Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina was concerned over the
environmental issues which
needed attention of all govern-
ment departments as well as
different sections of society.
"No single ministry was ca-
pable enough to deal with these
important issues. All min-
istries, organisations con-
cerned and above all people of
all strata should join their
hands in this regard,” she said.
Bangladesh Petroleum Cor-
poration has been asked to take
all necessary steps to stop the
use of leaded fuels without any

Ekushey Bmk_FE
extended till Mar 10

By DU Correspondent

Bangla Academy authorities
yesterday extended the duration
of the Ekushey Book Fair for
another ten days till March 10.

The month-long fair was
scheduled to be concluded yes-
terday. The authorities’' notice
extending the fair came at about
4 pm.
The decision was announced
after a meeting between Sports
and Cultural Affairs Minister
Obaidul Quader and Director
General of the Academy Dr.
Syed Anwar Hossain at the lat-
ter's office, sources at the
Academy claimed while talking
to The Daily Star.

When contacted the DG de-
nied it and said the decision
was taken to fulfil the "expecta-
tions of publishers, writers and
readers”,

When contacted, some mem-
bers of the Boi Mela Paricha-
lana Committee, publishers
and writers however expressed
mixed reaction over the deci-
sion.

Osman Gani, a member of
the Committee and owner of
Agamoni Prokasani said the
Academy authorities did not
consult the Committee in tak-
ing the decision. "The authori-
ties did not even inform the
Committee”, he said.

Another publisher and
member of the Committee said
he was not aware of the deci-
sior.

Expressing his reaction to
this correspondent, eminent
writer Humayun Azad said the
Ekushey Book Fair should be

Mustafiz
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tary on August 17, 1997. He was
given extension for two years in
December in recognition of his
outstanding service.

Rahman was also known for
his academic works and had a
number of publications to his
credit. He translated Jahanara
Imam’s book “Ekkatturer Din-
guli” into English.

He was fond of music and
used to play violin.

He left behind his wife, two
sons and a daughter.

Family sources said his body
1s expected to be flown home
tonight.

Prime Minister Sheikh
-Hasina, Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad and State Minister
for Foreign Affairs Abul Hasan
Chowdhury, in separate
messages, condoled his death
and said the eountry lost “an
efficient, seasoned and prudent
diplomat.”

cancluded within the month of
February. There was no demand
and no reason for the exten-
sion.

When contacted the minister
said, "It depends on the author-
ities whether they would extend
the fair or not”".

Earlier in 1996, the
Academy extended the Ekushey
Book Fair for a week followin
requests from publishers an
writers.

Meanwhile, people in their
thousands thronged the fair
yesterday, knowing that it was
the concluding day.

A total of 633 ks were re-
leased at the fair till yesterday.

Zainal Hazari
charged in

murder case

- COMILLA, Feb 28: A court
here today framed charges in
the Delwar Murder Case against
Zainal Abedin Hazari MP and
six others, rts APB.

The district Judge Court also
fixed March 23 for hearing of
the case,

Hazari, now on bail, ap-
peared in person before the
court of Nazmun Ara Sultana
today. But the rest of the six ac-
cused remained absconding.

Biman
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Biman sources said they are
expecting a resolution of the

problem today.

Earlier, the national air-
lines had to withdraw aircraft
from its regular routes, forcin
closure of Dhaka-New Yor
flights for an indefinite period
and creating dislocations in
other routes.

It had to carry 301 pilgrims
in its DC-10 aircraft instead of
380.

Meanwhile, in a rejoinder to
a Daily Star report titled "Ha
flights: Biman lands in trouble
on February 25; the airline said
the 79 out of 380 hajj pilgrims
were not ‘jettisoned’. It re-ar-
ranged the inaugural flight a
couple of days back due to non-
avallability of chartered air-
craft.

"Moreover, at the time of
day-to-day and ﬂight-tn-ﬂi&lht
briefing at the Hajj camp, the
Hajj pilgrims are being categor-
ically informed about their
ﬂigé'it schedule”, the rejoinder
said,

| delay, officials said.

Wish the Dhaka D-8 Surmit a grand suceess.
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A Milestone
In joint venture
Investment

of Bangladesh &
Malayasia

co-operation between
the brotherly nations

. We Welcome His Excellency
'Y Mahathir Mohammad, the Hon'ble |
- '} Prime Minister, the Architect of &
.. modern Malayasia and a great
leader of the Third World.

' Heartiest congratulations to Sheikh |
. Hasina, the Hon'ble Prime Minister |
. of host Bangladesh, an exponent of |
| peace, harmony & co-operation |
. among the nations of the World. .
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l)hasised that his country's po-
itical problems were domestic. |
handle it. Political problems he _ NERES Pawar.ha
can nﬂt -I:EI HD!"-"I:d thmugh Bml g B : a : 1a G T : = i o TR R :
agitation. We have seen too
much of disorder that has cre-
ated sufferings to the people.
But the western press trlcts) to
paint that there is instability.
But in reality there is no real
political crisis. There is no in-
stability.”

He said there are over
1,560,000 B eshis worki
in Malaysia. He explained tha
in certain sectors, when the
-| work permit expires, it is not
renewed unless there is re-
quirement in the concerned mi-
cro-sector.

“Generally we are pleased
with the performance of
Bangladeshis in our country.
They are very hard working l
people.”
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