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Asprilla warned
by federation
BOGOTA, Feb 27{Reuters/In-

ternet): Volatile Colombian

" striker Faustine Asprilla was

told to stop criticising his

national soccer federation on

Friday.

Last week, he complained

that he had to fly economy class

after representing his country.

The Colombian Football
Federation (FCF) said it had
written to Asprilla telling him
not to grumble in public.

Asprilla, kicked out of
Colombia’'s World Cup squad in
France for his criticism of then
coach Hernan Dario Gomez,
could be disciplined for a repeat
outburst, the FCF said.

The Parma player scored
twice in a 3-3 draw with Ger-
many Iin Miami earlier this
month after being recalled by
new coach Javier Alvarez.

But he celebrated by
launching a blistering attack
on the Colombian federation
and its directors.

"To belong to the national
team is to sufier,” he said.

He later exempted FCF pres-
ident Alvaro Fina from his crit-
icism, saying the problem was
"those who surround him."

Asprilla complained that he

ret d to lialy in economy
cla:;rfnd received a bonus of
only 200 dollars from the fed-

eration.

3 = A = T
]
Gnolaasa
world great
LONDON, Feb 27(Reuters/ In-
ternet}:Dutch great Johan
Cruyff hailed Tottenham Hot-
spur’'s French winger David Gi-
nola on Saturday as "probably
the most exciting player in the
world".
"On his day, he is as good as
anybody. At the moment he is
having more of those days

-anyone else,” the former World
Cup star told the Mirror news-

"He is a tremendous talent
and it is easy to see why Eng-
land has taken him to their
hearts."

Ginola, 31, was named
player of the month in England
in January and is having his
best sﬂcll in the premier league
since he arrived in English soc-
cer in 1985, Tottenham have
reached the League Cup final
and F.A. Cup quarter-finals,

Cruyff has invited the
Frenchman and seven other
premiership players to take
part

in a 24-strong squad for his
testimonial in %arcelnna oI
March 10,

Iglesias fancies
Deportivo’s
chances -

MADRID, Feb 27(Reuters/In-
ternet)Arsenio Iglesias, who led
Deportivo Coruna to triumph in
- the Spanish Cup in 1995, said
his old club could win the tro-
phy again after the semifinal
draw pitted them against
Atletico Madrid on Friday.

That Spanish Cup and the
Spanish Super Cup from the
siart of the following season are
the sole major trophies to have
graced the cabinet of De-
portivo's Riazor stadium.

- But lglesias feels the collec-
tion could Emw after a draw
which left the way open for a
repeat of the 1995 final between
Deportivo and Valencia.

I can see us winning the
Cup,” he said.

The side is on the road to re-
turning to the style of my era
when we were always chal-
lengers for titles. The current
coach Javier Irureta has put to-
gether a talented squad which is
working well together.”

The other semifinal pits Va-

‘lencia against Real Madrid,

with whom Iglesias had a brief
spell as coach in 1996, ‘
Valencia, who last won the
Cup in 1979, defeated holders
Barcelona in the last round,
In the 1995 final Deportivo
beat Valencia 2-1, one of only

two finals in the last two |

decades which did not feature
teams from either Madrid or
Barcelona. '
This year's semifinals will
be held on June 9 and 16, with
the final in the new Seville
Olympic stadium on June 26,
The stadium, currently un-
der construction. is due to be
inaugurated with a friendly

between Spain and Croatia on

Mﬂ{ 5.
r t will also stage the world

-gust.

Grand Master Jaan Ehlvest
of Estonia joined Belarus Grand

Master Yuri Shulman atop the

4th United Insurance Grand
Masters Chess Tournament
when he drew with Polish
Grand Master Alexander Wo-
jtkiewicz in the ninth round

eld a. the NSC conference
room yesterday.

Yesterday was a day-off for
shulman. the leader of the 13-
player meet. : _

Ehlvest, playing with black
pieces against the Rui Lopez
opening of Wojtkiewicz, offered
a draw to his Polish counter-
part after only 12 moves.

Meanwhile, bad luck con-
tinued for former World run-
ner-up, English Grand Master
Nigel Short, who was compelled
to his fourth draw by local
Grand Master, an out-of-touch
Niaz Murshed. :

Playing with whites, Niaz
made an English opening
against his illustrious counter-

art and played brilliantly be-
ore they shook hands after 31
moves.

With the draw, Short, who
was beaten by Indian Interna-
tional Master Neelotpal Das in
the eighth round, remained sec-

..".B__ntish Grami ].!‘;.I.ﬁster Nigel Shnrt fR] pundeﬁng his. next move
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ond in the table with six points.

On the other hand, Niaz, who
lost four matches against two
wins and two draws, raised his
tally to three points.
International Master Ziaur
Rahman was beaten by Kunte in

against Bangladeshi Grand Master Niaz Murshed

ort h

the ninth round. Flaying with
black
mated by the Pune-based Kunte
after 44 moves.

In the day’s other matches,
International Master Reefat-
bin-Sattar defeated Interna-

ieces, Zia was check-

. =—8tar photo

ands

tional Master Abdullah Al-
Rakib while Indian Interna-
tional Master Neeletpal Das
drew with Hungarian Grand
Master Peter Szkeley.

The other match between
Uzbekistan Grand Master
Sergei Zagrebelny and FIDE
mastler Enamul Hossain Rajib
was going on till the writing of
this report.

The tenih round will start at
the same venue today at 2 pm.
Grand Masler Jaan Ehlvest ol
Estonia will have a rest day to-
day.

Standings: (All have played 8
matches except where otherwise
mentioned) 6.5 points--

Shulman and Ehlvest (9
matches), 6 points--Wo-
jtkiewicz and Short (9

matches), 4 points--Zagrebeln
(7 matches), Zia and Neelotpal,
3.2 points--Rakib (9 matches), 3
points--Niaz, 2.5 points--
Neelotpal, Szkeley, 2 points--
Rajib and Reefat.

TODAY’S MATCHES

Short v Wojtkiewicz
Szkeley v Niaz

Zia v Neelotpal
Zagrebelny v Kunte
Reelat v Rajib
Shulman v Rakib
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Tyson's confinement ends

ROCKVILLE, Ma-
ryland, Feb 27:
_ Former heavy-
weight champion
Mike Tyson got
out of solitary co-
nfinement Friday, just two days
after being ordered to spend
nearly a month there for
throwing a television set at
guards, his lawyer said, reports
Reuters.
Tyson, in jail for assaulting

two motorists last August, ap-:

pealed the ruling of a disci-
plinary parlel at Montgomery
County Detention Centre and
had his initial penalty of 25
darr< in solitary confinement
reduced to time served.

“They modified jt so that his
disciplinary status ended to-
day,” said Tyson attorney Paul
Kemp.

e 32-year-old fighter had
been in an isolation cell since
late last Friday, when he be-
came enraged after talking on
the phone and threw a prison
day room television set at

uards from behind a set of

ars. At least one guard said he

had been injured by flying
shards of plastic.
He was cited for assaulting

| corrections officers, disorderly
conduct and destroying county |

property. The disciplinary
panel that met on Wednesday
not only had ordered him to
remain in isolation but also
removed his phone, visitation
and television privileges.

In a press release, prison
spokesman Eric Seleznow said
that warden WL Smith reviewed
Tyson's sentence to solitary
confinement, reducing it to put
it "into line with what other
people would get under similar
circumstances.”

Tyson also was placed on 30-
day probation in the jail and
any further violations will send
him back to solitary confine-
ment.

Tyson's attorney said au-
thorities also agreed to allow
Tyson therapist Dr Richard
Goldberg, who heads the de-
partment of psychiatry at
Georgetown University Medical
Centre, to prescribe additional

doses of the antidepressant

drug, zoloft.

Tyson's wife, Monica, and

his lawyers complained that
last Friday's incident had oc-
curred two days after a prison
doctor had decided to talfe'the
boxer off the medication when

son refused to undergo psy-
chialric tests in jail.

The fighter arrived at the
county loc-up on February 5 af-
ter being sentenced fo 12
months for punching a 62-year-
old driver in the jaw and kick-
ing another 50-year-old man in
the groin after a minor traffic
accident last August in
Gaithersburg, Maryland, a sub-
urb of Washington.

He pleaded no-contest to two
misdemeanor assault charges
in December. His lawyers have
until March 8 to appeal the
sentence,

Wednesday's disciplinary
panel could  have penalised
Tyson by denying his the goad-

behaviour time he needs to gain’

an early release to resume
fraining. By earning the maxi-
mum time off, he could enter a
halfway facility and begin
training in three to four
months.

Because of the Maryland
traffic assault, Tyson faces the
possibility of going back to jail
in Indiana for up to four vears
for violating probation follow-
ing his early release on a 1992
rape conviction.

Tyson was suspended from
boxing for rnore than a year for
biting the ears of world cham-
pion Evander Holyfield in a
June 1997 title bout.

Bridge on the Net!

NEW YORK, Feb 27: Some
1,000 people from 31 countries
on Monday will start punching
on their computer key boards to
take a shot at becoming the first
world online bridge champion,
reports Reuters,

The online tournament, or-

!%anised by Internet bridge site

:fokbridge. com),
s together some 175 teams.
e teamn, consisting of four
to six players, will cum}:ete -
der the auspices and rules of the
World Bridge Federation and
the American Contract Bridge

gridge — often seen as a staid
card game played by ﬂ?ensiuners
— has taken quite a flight on the
Internet. The medium makes it
easy for individual players to
quickly find-or dump a partner
as well as two opponents,

"If you want to play, you need
to find three other people, and
you'll always find them on the
Internet,” said Matthew Clegg,
the founder of San Diego-based

kbridge
bri

Okbridge.

The teams will first compete
for country or US state titles
and then for regional titles,

Eight regional winners will]

play each other in knockout
rounds in the summer. The
winning teams, which will both
receive 5,000 dollars will

! square off in Boston in Novem-

ver, during the North American

Bridge Championships.

Bridge traces its roots lo
16th century predecessors of the
English card game of Whisk. Its
modern version-called Con-
tract Bridge was developed in
the 1920s by Harold Vanderbilt
on a Caribbean cruise,

The game gained popularity
in the 1940s and 1950s in the

US when an estimated one in |

five American adults played the
game, Currently. however, the
game is played regularly in only
a few per cent of US households.
over the lasl year, the American
Contract Bridge Leagues mem-
bership dropped two per cent to
around 166,000,
The Internet, however, has
Emven an effective tool of
ringing together players. In-
ternet company Yahoo Inc, for
example, regularly draws 1,000
people to its free http/games.
yahoo. com site, which is less
than a year old.
Okbridge which set up the
first online bridge site in 1994,
has grown to 15,000 members

' in five years. Members, who pay

99 dollars a year, include leg-
endary billionaire investor
Warren Buffett and securities
executive James Cayne of Bear
Stearns Cos, Clegg said, adding
neither of them will compete in
the tournament. -
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Auxerre's Thomas Deniund (L)

‘ and Jose Pierre-Fanfan of Lens fight for the ball during’
their French First Division encounter at Anxerre on February 26.

—AFP photo

Adams leads
" ;
Linares chess

LINARES. Feb 27: Grand
Master Viswanathan Anand
and Garri Kasparov drew their
respective lourth round games
allowing British GM Michael
Adams to move into the sole
lead at the Linares chess tour-
nament here, yesterday, reports
PTI.

Adams was a beneficiary of a
lucky win over Vassil
Ivanchuk of Ukraine who fal-
tered despite being in an advan-
tageous position with a rook for
a knight Ivanchuk lost the
game on time as he failed to
make his 40th move within the
stipulated two hours.

It seemed as if Ivanchuk had
for a brief period just failed to
realise that he was in trouble
with the clock. The win gave
Adams three points from four
rounds.

The second place is shared
by Peter Svidler, winner over
Peter Keko and Kasparov, who
drew with Vladimir Kramnik
{Russia) both with 2.5 points.

India’s Anand, Vasselin
Topalov (Bulgaria), and Kram-
nik have two points each from
all drawn games so far,
Ivanchuk and Leko (Hungary)
have one point each.

The Anand-Topalov game
was a long drawn out affair
which lasted 65 moves.

Svidler was two pawns up
when Leko decided to throw in
the towel near the first time
control after 40 moves,

The loss against Adams was
the second for Ivanchuk who
had been stunned by Kasparov's
naovelty in the third round. Kas-
parov and Kramnik ]ﬁla}red out
yet -another draw, their game
lasting just 20 moves.

Maric’s England
dream realised

NEWCASTLE, England, Feb
27(Reuters/Internet):Silvio
Maric has finally achieved his
ambition of a move to the En-
glish Premier League following
the collapse of a transfer to
Manchester United last sum-
mer. 7

Maric trained with Newcas-
tle United for the first time on.
Friday since joining them from
Croatia Zagreb in a 3.5 million
pound deal.

Then the 23-year-old mid-
fielder revealed how close he
came to going to Old Trafford
six months ago.

"l spoke to Alex Ferguson,
but didn't sign because there
was a problem with my club.
They stopped me going," he said.

Maric's despair over the
breakdown of the deal fuelled
his desire to play in England -
and he refused to back down
again when Newcastle moved in
for him.

He said: "This was my second
chance to join a big club and [
told Zagreb that I must go.
"They are upset because I am a
local guy and the fans love me,
but 1 had to leave. I'm—just glad
I'm heré. "Some of the bes&play-
ers in the world are in the Pre-
miership and I will learn a lot

laying here. It will make me a
etter player.”

Ruud Gullit's presence at
Newcastle was a major factor in
Maric's decision to join them,
along with his memories of Za-

eb's Champions' League quali-
ier at 5t James's Park 18
months ago. "Great fans, a great
stadium, great players .. the
Croatia team- looked at them as
Gods. They were so different.”
he said.

Maric left Tyneside with
David Batty's number four shirt

which he has been wearing
while training in Zagreb.
However it seems unlikely
he will wear his own number 10
in tomorrow's home game
against Arsenal.
Gullit said: "The most im-

Enrtant thing for us is to get
im match fit as quickly as
possible.

"Everybody needs time to

at Arsenal -- he's a special tal-
ent, but people were wondering
who he was last season. "Silvio
will give us more quality. He
has a very big heart and under-
stands the game well."

WC 2006

Wembley delay
could threaten
England's bid

LONDON, Feb 27(Reuters/
[nternet):England's hopes of
staging the 2006 World Cup
finals could be harmed if there
is any delay in re-building
Wembley Stadium, according to
bid director Alec McGivan.

McGivan was quoted in Fri-
day's Times newspaper as say-
ing: "We do need a gecisinn or
the future. It is very important
for the bid, we do not want any
further delay."

Wembley Stadium, which
was built in 1923, is due to be

demolished this summer and re [

built as a glittering new 80,000
all-seater stadium by 2001 with
the new stadium the centrepiece
of England’'s bid to host the
World Cup for the first time
since 1966.

Before that goes ahead,
though, the stadium has to be
sold but some of the stadium's
current shareholders are urging
a delay in the selling process.

They claim they would suffer
financial disadvantages as a re-
sult of the current planned deal
to sell the stadium to the En-
glish National Stadium Devel-
opment Company (ENSDC), a
joint venture between the En-
%lish Football Association and

n%}ish Sports Council,
hey are expected to con-
sider the offer at a meeting on
March 11,

Meanwhile the English
Football Association must con-
firm to FIFA by July of this [
year complete details of the new
stadium which is at the heart of
England's World Cup bid.

f that cannot be done, then .
the bid could effectively be over.,
it would also damage Britain's
‘hopes of hosting the 2003 World
Athletics Championships at
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R 4 ‘1 South African st-

vlish tennis pla-
ver Andrew Mac-
Dade earned dou-
ble crown in the
: 13th Bangladesh
International Junior Champi-
onships at the National Tennis
Complex yesterday, report agen-
cies.

MacDade clinched the boys'
singles title trouncing Wang
Yen Tzuoo ol Chinese Taipei 6-
1, 6-2 in the one-sided final, His
victory took just 40 minutes.

MacDade, world 361h junior
ranking player, paired with
compatriotl Brandon Weir
Smith to outplay top-seed Mark

Weaver of Great Britain and

Ahmed Wahala of Pakistan 6-0,
6-3 in the final and earned the
doubles.

MacDade collected 60 singles
points and 50 doubles points.

For MacDade this was the
third singles title after he won
the Group-3 title in Malaysia
and Group-4 title in Brunei last
yEar.

Thailand's Virat Prasert playing against South African
Renken Nicole in the girls' singles final yesterday. The

ade of South Africa
Tzuoo of Chinese Taipei during the boys' singles final at

. Alrica,

orehand return against Wang Yen
the Ramna Tennis Complex
—Star photo

makes

Prasert picks girls'

MacDade's double delight

It was the highest-ever rank-

MacDade said he pla(i:s toot-
and rugh ing points earned by a local

ball, ericket, hockey

with equal interest, but too player.
tennis as his "first choice" be- Bangladesh's promising ju-
cause of the inspiration of his nior girl Sheefat Nusrat

molher, a tennis coach in South  Baishakhi also earned 15 ju-
nior ranking points by reach-
ing the pre-quarters.

Her points stood at 20-high-
‘est so far by a Bangladeshi girl
as she earned five points in the
Rajshahi International Junior
Championships last week.

A record number of 91 boys
and girls from 13 countries
took part in the week-long In-
ternational Tennis Federation
(ITF) ranking tournament.

The participating countries
were Pakistan, Kazakstan,
Chinese Taipei, India, Japan,
England, UAE, Canada, Sri
Lanka, Malaysia, South Africa,
Thailand and Bangladesh.

President of Bangladesh
Tennis Federation (BTF) and

Commerce Secretary Sayed
Alamgir Farrouk Chowdhury
was the chief guest and dis-
tributed the prizes.

Ferguson
relaxed over
‘Ron’ factor

LONDON, Feb 27 (Reuters/
Internet): Manchester United
boss Alex Ferguson said on Sat-
urday - he was unconcerned
about the Ronaldo factor, ahead
of his side's ' - &

European Cup quarterfinal
against Inter Milan next
Wednesday and predicted a dif-
ficult game for the Brazilian
even if he does play.

Inter's president Massimo
Moratti earlier this week cast
doubt on Ronaldo's chances of
playing in the first ]«3%—l at Old
Trafford and suggested he might
not even make the San Siro re-
turn on March 17.

But Ferguson insisted on
Saturday he was relaxed about
the mind games being played b
the Italian club -- and dnubtﬁﬁ’
that United would be coming up
against the Brazilian at his
best.

"All this doesn't concern
me,” Ferguson said on BBC
television.

"But the boy has obviously
got an injury and you can't just
all of a sudden turm the gas on
whenever you want.

"His two knees have been
Ejving him problems and he has

ad an operation on one of
them.

"You can't just dismiss it.

You can’t expect Lo just walk on
the pitch and immediately be at
100 per cent.
.1 think it's a case of half and
half. He does have an injury but
obviously Inter Milan want
him to play. Whether he can or
not, though, I don't know.

"But I'm not worrying too
much about that. I'm just con-
centrating on making sure we
play at the highest level possi-

ble."
Ronaldo, who has 1_pl:aq,w:«:l
only six full matches for the
' UEFA Cup holders this season,
returned to training this week
after missing Inter's last seven
games.
He was

The South African school-
boy highly appreciated the local
hospitality and the local fans.

Second seed Virat Prasert of
Thailand secured the girls’' sin-
gles title beating top seed
Rencken Nicole of South Africa
7-6 (7-5), 6-4 in the keenly con-
tested final. Virat, who also
earmed 60 singles points, left in
the afternoon for Bangkok.

Li Y Ying and Lu Yen Hua of
Chinese Taipei won the girls’
doubles title defeating Radhika
Tulpule of India and Yang Peili
of Chinese Taipel 6-4, 6-0 in the
final. _

Bangladesh's national ju-
nior number one Nadim Kam-
ran Khan Rohan earned 40 in-
ternational junior ranking
points by reaching the second
round ol the championships.

expected to be absent
from Saturday's crunch [talian

Wembley.

Thai lifted the title. —Star photo | jeague clash with Juventus.
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