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PM announces at public meeting

Steps taken to turn Ctg city
into commercial capital

CHITTAGONG, Feb 27: Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina today
suggested the opposition politi-
cal parties to take lesson from
the just concluded municipal
elections and launch movement
on socio-economic issues to win
the people's heart, reports UNB.

"Also take lesson from the
people’'s participation in the
municipal voting," she told her
political opponents while ad-
dressing a public meeting at the
Polo Ground here in the after-
noon.

Hasina said the people, al-
ready quite conscious of their
fundamental rights, took part
in the election to exercise the
right to franchise.

The people have "foiled all
conspiracies against the munic-
iﬂa! Ziection," she said, addi

at the City Corporation anng
Upazilla elections would also be
aeld with the "same sponta-
neous" participation of the
people.

The Prime Minister urged
the people to remain alert
against any plot to snatch their
fundamental rights. "We've
earned the voting right at the

cost of blood, remain alert so
that none can snatch it aﬁin

She said the Awami League
called hartals while in opposi-
tion to restore the voting rights
of the people, but the present
opposition has been calling
hartals against that right.

Referring to the recent en-
tente of Begum Khaleda Zia and
H M Ershad, she said: "We don't
understand how the opposition
leader can join hands with a

erson whom she once identi-
ed as the killer of her hus-
band."

"Both Begum Zia and Ershad
were rejected by the people for
stealing votes in the elections of
1996 and 1990. Now the two
thieves have joined hands.”
Hasina said.

About the Zia nmiurder case,
she said the government has
given permission to proceed
with the case that is now pend-
ing with the Chittagong court.
“Trial of the killers of Zia will
be held on this so0il," she as-
serted.

The Prime Minister said the
government has taken all nec-
essary measures to develop the
port city as the commercial cap-

ital of the country and will con-
tinue its efforts in this regard.
Listing the development ac-
ltivities, she said the govern-
ment has taken up

the port city.

She said a five star hotel will
be built at the city's Tiger Pass
hill at a cost of Tk 580 crore.

Hasina said a project of Tk
550 crore has been taken up to

develop the Patenga-beach area
as a modern entertainment hub
with Japanese investment.

An exporl processing zone
(EPZ) is being set up by a South
Korean firm on the bank of
river Karnaphuli on 2527 acres
of land. After the setting up of
this EPZ about 1.5 lakh people
would get jobs and export earn-
ings would increase substan-

tially, she said.

The Prime Minister intro-
duced the incumbent City
Mayor A B M Mohiuddin
‘Chowdhury as the next mayor
candidate of Awami League,
saying Mohiuddin, during his
tenure, tried his best for the de-
velopment of the port city.

_Ilido-Pak 'follow-up'
talks next month

NEW DELHI, Feb 27: Indian
Foreign Minister Jaswant
Singh said Friday he wanted to
hold talks soon with his Pak-
istani counterpart to follow u
on last weekend's landmar
Indo-Pakistan summit in La-
hore, reports AFP.

"Our prime minister has di-
rected me to hold consultations
with my Pakistani counterpart
(Sartaj Aziz) on all issues of
mutual dispute including nu-
clear issues,” Singh told par-
liament's lower house.

"l hope these meetings hap-
pen soon,” the foreign minister

BNP, allies to

contest SC Bar
polls jointly

By Staff Correspondent

Major opposition parties
have decided to contest the up-
coming Supreme Court Bar As-
sociation election jointly.

Abdur Rab Chowdhury and
Saidur Rahman have been se-
lected as candidates of the
combined opposition panel for
the posts of president and gen-
eral secretary respectively

It was decided at a joint
meeting of BNP, Jatiya Party,
Jamaat-e-Islami and other
like-minded parties on Friday,
said a press release.

Presided over by incumbent
president Habibul Islam
Bhuiyan, the meeting was at-
tended, among others, by Khan-
daker Mahbubuddin Ahmad,
Barrister Moudud Ahmed, Bar-
rister Jamiruddin Sircar MP.
Barrister Nazmul Huda MP,
Mahbubur Rahman MP, Barris-
ter Rafiqul Islam Miah, Barris-
ter M Aminul Haq MP, Barris-
ter Ziaur Rahman MP, Joynul
Abedin, Abdul Awal, Barrister
Shahjahan Omar, Sanaullah
Miah and Humayun Kabir of
BNP, Kazi Firoz Rashid and Ni-
tay Roychowdhury of JP and
Shaikh Ansar Ali, Mizanur

Rahman Bhuiyan and Nawab .

Ali of Jamaat.

The election of the Supreme
Court Bar Association will be
held in mid-March.

said.

Singh, in a separate address
to parliament's upper house,
said he would meet Aziz in the
middle of next month to "dis-
cuss all issues of mutual con-
cern.”

The Indian foreign minister
sald the bilateral meeting
would take place on the side-
lines of a South Asian ministe-
rial conference in the Sri
Lankan capital of Colombo.

Singh accompanied Indian
Prime Minister Atal Behari Va-
jpayee on his historic visit to
Lahore last weekend, at the end
of which Vajpayee and Pak-
istani premier Nawaz Sharif
signed a declaration aimed at
easing tensions between the two

newly nuclearised stateg, .-.—_ -

Singh said: "We believe Pak-
istan will walk the path with us
for the sake of our children and
future."

Singh, rejecting suggestions
of a third-party mediation be-
tween India and Pakistan, said
the talks would be held at the
level of "experts, foreign secre-
taries and loreign ministers”.

"Some foreign powers had
tried to fish in troubled water in
the sub-continent but New
Delhi has firmlytold them that
there is no room for outside in-
tervention,” Singh told the up-
per house.

"Whenever any such su%ges—
tion for mediation came from
the United States or Britain, it
was rgjected outright.

India has pointed out to all
countries that India and Pak-
istan were born of the same
wound, we talk the same lan-
guage and we do not need inter-
preters to convey to each other
what we are doing.

Liquor poisoning
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ment locally. '

Police Super Kazi Anwar
Hossain admitted the incident
and said he directed the Special
Branch to probe the matter.

On December 12, last year,
nine people died and at least 25
fell sick in a similar incident at
the same thana.

Share experiences

From Page 1
Bangladesh and in other coun-
tries facing similar crisis.”

United Nations Resident Co-
ordinator in Bangladesh David
E Lockwood said, “Experts pre-
dict tens of millions of people
might be affected by the

groundwater arsenic contami-

nation within the next decade.
This is the first time that all the
different bodies and agencies
concerned have come together
to try to elaborate a national
action plan which will enable

them all to proceed in har-
mr-ﬂ}r_“

Lockwood said, “Despite
many preliminary programmes
being undertaken, it is apparent
to all of us that coordination,
communication and informa-
tion sharing amongst the vari-
ous parties involved in arsenic
mitigation activities are the
need of the hour, in order to
tackle the problem with all na-
tional and international re-
sources available,

“Indeed, a well designed na-
tional programme will cer-
tainly attract new funding from
partners who are always ready
to support Eimd initiatives
commandin gh priority.”

The two-day conference, be-
ing'held at the LGED Bhaban in

the city, is organised by Min-
istry of LGRD & Cooperatives in
association with Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare.

Others who spoke at the in-
augural session were Health
Minister Salahuddin Yusuf and
Health Secretary M M Reza.

Experts from India, Austria,
Japan, USA and South America
are particilgrating in the confer-
ence. experts from BUET,
DPHE, BGS, DFID, Dhaka Uni-
versity, Bangladesh Atomic En-
ergy Commission, ICDDR,B,
NGO Forum, Dhaka Commu-
nity Hospital, BRAC, LGED,
UNICEF, O, World Bank and
UNDP are also taking part in
the two-day brain storming
sessions.

The experts during their
technical sessions would dis-
cuss issues of sources, causes,
occurrences and distribution of
arsenic contamination in
grnundwater in Bangladesh, ef-
ects of arsenic contamination
of drfinking water on health and
its management,

They will also discuss supply
options for safe drinking water
and "groundwater studies and
field measurement-of level of
arsenic in water,

At the concluding session
today, a set of recommenda-
tions would be made for action,
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PM's directive

Take effective
steps to check
crimes in Ctg

CHITTAGONG, Feb 27: Primne

asked the administration here
to take drastic action against
crimes, reports BSS.

- 'Take special and effective
measures to slop crime at all
cosl,” she said.

Addressing a meeting of the
Chittagong Divisional Law and
Order Coordination Comrmittee
at the local eircuit house, the
prime minister also directed
the authorities concerned for
quick disposal of cases.

Sheikh Hasina asked them
to be cautious so that the people
do not become frustrated about
rule of law, She directed them to
take necessary measures so that
the criminals are not freed by
taking advantage of procedural
loopholes.

The prime minister further
asked the law enforcing agen-
cies to identify the sensitive
spots and deploy all available
manpower and other machin-
ery to check crimes.

Ekushey Book-
Fair concludes
today

By DU Correspondent

The Ekushey Book Fair on
the Bangla Academy premises
concludes today.

Meanwhile, a discussion
meeting on ‘Bangla Academy:
Expectation and achievemenis’
was held yesterday on the
Academy premises.

Chaired by Manjur-e-Mawla,
the discussion was participated
by Prof Abul Kashem Fazlul
Haq, Santosh Gupta, Selina
Bahar Jaman and Prof
Shahidul Islam.

Forty-two more new books
were introduced at the fair yes-
terday.

A lunction marking the end
of the month-long fair will be
held on the Bangla Academ
premises at 5 pm today wit
Poel Shamsur Rahman ‘in the
chair.

- 6 burnt alive
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a few hours ago.

Lasl night, thousands of af-
fected people were found sitting
under the open sky helpless;
many of them had nothing to
€al as their children cried for
food.

Home Minister Rafiqul Is-
lam and Dhaka mayor Mo-
hammad Hanif went to console
the slum dwellers. Hanif im-
mediately ordered 160 kilo-
grams of rice from DCC's relief
godown for the hungry,

PM: UZ polls

From Page 1

| chief said divisions not only in-

flict loss on the party but also
weaken its foundations.

She urged the leaders in the
meeling to nominate a single
candidate for each seat in the
next elections on consensus,
she also warned that "disci-
plinary actions would be taken
against anyone who disobeys
party decision."

Sheikh Hasina assured that
she would come to Chittagong
soon to address three public
meetings each in the city, north
and south Chittagong.

Tobarak
From Page 1
in smoke.
Till policemen came to pick
up the remains, the charred

bodies were scattered on the

ground for two hours, Taslima
said.

Wailing Taslima said
came in aid of g

were running for life in
| possible dirﬂgﬂﬂn. YT

Tk 1.000-
crore development projects for

Minister Sheikh Hasina today
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n Minister Abdus Samad Azad addressi

Ministers at a city hotel yesterday.

D-8: Tremendous potential
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nearly hall the population of
OIC states. "We are not outside
the OIC but have made a more
meaningful forum for taking up
more positive economic pro-

rammes,” said Ossama Mo-
ammad Tawfig, Egyptl's Am-
bassador to Bangladesh.

All the D-8 countries —
Egvpt, Iran, Indonesia, Pak-
istan. Malaysia. Nigeria.
Turkey and Bangladesh — are
members of the OIC. These
states have a combined popula-
tion of nearly 800 million and
command nearly nine per cent
of the global GDP.

Preparations are now al-
most complete to hold the
Summit which would bring
Bangladesh into the interna-
tional arena of multilateral
diplomacy.

The heads of state or gov-
ernment of four member-coun-
tries and high level representa-
tives [rom four others are
scheduled to attend it.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will inaugurate the
Summit at the newly con-
structed Sheraton Conference
Centre at 3 pm tomorrow. The
inaugural ceremony will be
tollowed by a state banquet

hosted by President Shahabud-
din Ahmed at the Bangabhaban
in the evening,

On March 2, the leaders at-
tending the Summit would go
for a three-hour river cruise on
the Meghna aboard the refur-
bished luxury vessel M'V Ma-
sud. It will be capped by the
signing ol the Dhal?a Declara-
lion enshrining the pledges and
commitments of the participat-
ing nations.

Three heads of state or goy-
ernment due to attend the
Dhaka Summit are Prime Min-
ister Mahathir Mohamad of
Malaysia, Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif of Pakistan and
Turkish President Suleyman
Demirel. Abdus Samad Azad
said "Due to unavoidable do-
mestic preoccupations,” Egyp-
tian President Hosni Mubarak,
[ranian President Khatami and
Indonesian President B J Habi-
bie sent messages communicat-
ing their inability to be present
at the Summit.

Nigeria which is having gen-
eral elections is expected to be
represented by a two-member
delegation led by a Cabinet
Minister, it was learnt yester-
day.

Egypt is being represented by

ng the meeting of th

Securi

tymen, aided by detective dogs, inspect Sheraton

Hotel, th+e venue of the D-8 Summit scheduled for March
1-2, and its premises yesterday.

—Star photo by Sk Enamul Huq
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e D-8 Council of
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its Foreign Minister Amre M
Moussa, Indonesia by its Coor-
dinating Minister for People's
Welfare and Poverty Eradica-
tion Haryona Suyono and Iran
by its First Vice President Dr
Hassan Habibi. Its Foreign
Minister Dr Kamal Kharrazi is
also participating. The
Malaysian team headed by the
Prime Minister includes For-
eign Minister Datuk Seri Syed
Hamid Albar Bin Syed Jaafar
Albar. Pakistani Foreign Min-
ister Sartaj Aziz and Turkish
Foreign Minister Ismail Cem
are also participating.

Ahead of the Summit. a
two-day Comimissioners' meet-
ing concluded Friday while the
meeting ol the Council of Min-
isters ended yesterday, Today
there would be no official pro-
grammes.

All the fnreign dignitaries
are being lodged at Sheraton
Hotel which has been closed to
all others. A massive securit
dragnet has been thrown all
around the hotel and all places
to be visited by the dignitaries.

Meanwhile, the responsi-
bility of identifying and coor-
dinating projects in the 13 ar-
eas of cooperation among the
member-countries has been
divided in the following man-
ner: Bangladesh is Jooking after
Rural Development and Micro-
Credit, Egypt—Trade Hrd Indus-
try, Indonesia — Poverty Alle-
viation and Human Resources
Development, [ran-Science .and
Technology, Malaysia — Fi-
nance banking and Privatisa-
tion, Nigeria — Energy, Pak-
istan-Agriculture and Turkey —
Industry and Health.

The D-8 was launched on
June 15, 1997 in Istanbul
through the adoption of a 12-
point declaration. Leaders pre-
sent during the launching were
Primne Minister Mahathir Mo-
hammad of Malaysia, Lt Gen
Mohammad Halacﬂt of Nigeria,
President Suleyman Demeril
and Prime Minister Necmettin
Erbakan of Turkey, President
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani of
Iran, President Suharto of In-
donesia, Prime Minister Kamal
Ganzouri of Egypt, Prime Min-
ister Nawaz Sharif of Pakistan
and Bangladesh Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina.

After holding meetings of
different working groups, the
eight countries have decided to
embark on the following pro-
grammes:. Iran has proposed
making an industrial and tech-
nological database, Pakistan is
implementing a programme for
developing fisheries, Nigeria is
coordinating a working group
on Energy, Bangladesh and
Egypt will implement a project
on rural industrialisation, In-
donesia will implement three

rn{ects on Energy, Turkey will

uild an agricultural aircraft
and coordinate cooperation in
health sector while Malaysia
will take the lead on Islamic In-
SUrance., '

Earlier, the D-8 leaders at
the launching ceremony had
agreed to undertake several
priority projects in the 13
thrust areas alfter carrying oul
detailed feasibility studies.

.and lack of

Human rights report
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making it a less effective delib-
eralive body”. The ruling party
has been accused of "abusing its
majority powers',

“The judiciary displays a
high degree of inde endl;nce at
the appellate level. However,
lower level judicial officials
fall under the executive and are
reluctant to challenge the gov-
err}cxlnent decisions”, the report
said.

“Police committed extra-ju-
dicial killings, and some per-
sons died in police custody un-
der suspicious circumstances.
Police routinely use torture and
other forms c:«ty abuse while in-
terrogating suspects. The gov-
ernment rarely convicts and
punishes those responsible for
torture or unlawful deaths.
Prison conditions, are poor”, it
said.

“The Home Affairs Ministry
controls the police and
paramilitary forces, which bear
pPrimary responsibility for
maintaining internal security.
There is widespread corruption
iscipline among
the police, effectively reducing
control over them by civilian
authorities. Police officers
committed a number of serious
human rights abuses.”, the re-

port said.

The Special Powers Act and
Section 54 of CrPC allow for ar-
bitrary arrest, preventive de-
tention and harassment of po-
litical opponents and other cit-
izens by detaining them with-
out formal charges, it said.
However, government statistics
indicated a sharp decrease in
the number of persons detained
under these provisions, it
added.

On judiciary, it said, "A large
case backlog slows the judicial
process, and lengthy pre-trail
detention is a problem.

“The government sometimes

infringes on citizen's privacy
rights. Journalists practice
some seli-censorship. The gov-

ernment limits freedom of as-
sembly. Social discrimination
against women, trafficking of
women and children for prosti-
tution, and bonded labour re-
mains serious problems. The
government continues to limit
some worker rights. A 1995
agreement has resulted in elim-
ination of approximately 95
percent of child labour in the
garment sector, the main export
industry. Child labour and
abuse of child workers are
widespread. Vigilante justice
resulted in numerous killings”,
it said.

Sirajgan) JP
leader murdered

SIRAJGANJ, Feb 27: Police
recovered the body of a Jatiya
Party leader of Shahjadpur
thana this morning, reports
APB.

The JP leader, Babul Molla,
30, was allegedly killed by
armed assailants, police said.

They said some miscreants
called Babul out of his house at
village Jhinadair last night and
killed him in a nearby field.

The body was handed over to
his {amily members after au-
topsy at Sirajganj General
Hospital today.

College girl
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leaving Sheuli and her brother
seriously injured.

On receipt of information,
Eulice rushed to the spot and

rought the injured to Sardar
Hospital where Sheuli suc-
cumbed to injuries this morn-
ing.

Shimul, brother of Sheuli,
who received bullet injuries in
his hand was shifted to Dhaka
Pangu hospital in critical con-
dition.

Police arrested Mithu, 25,
son of Abul Hossain of the same

locality today suspecting his

l involvement in the murder.

Rashidpur Gasfield

78001t of Well-5 drilled
without major trouble

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET. Feb 27 : Drilling in
Well No 5 at Rashidpur Gasfield

in Habiganj is going on in full

swing.

So far, drilling of over 7800
feet has been completed without
any major trouble,

Talking to The Daily Star,
an official of Sylhet Gasfields
Limited, {SGFL) a unit of
Petrobangla said, "We are
nopeful about successful com-
pletion of the drilling pro-
gramme since latest tests in-
cluding casing at zones in the
well indicated positive signs.
Everything is being done care-
fully and under highest safety
arrangements.” Drilling of the
well is to be done up to a depth
of 9500 feet within 90 days from
Lhe start of drilling, he said last
might,

Drilling in the well began on
January 5. The project is being

| implemented by the SGFL under

its Gas Infrastructure Develop-
ment Programme (GIDP), F‘-
?Danced by the World Bank and

AL

The Oil and Natural Gas
Corporation (ONGC) Limited of
India has been given the task of
drilling under a contract signed
on May 27 last year.

Drilling of the three wells
will cost 124 crore including
a fnrei%n exchange component
of Tk 83.4 crore.

After completion of drillin
of these wells. about 90 mmcf
of gas, 72 barrels of Motor
Spirit and Condensate will be
produced per day. After process-
ing, the dry gas will be supplied
to the national grid. the offi-
cials said.

Under the project, two other
wells, Rashidpur-6 and Rashid-
pur-7. will be drilled in the
same structure, the official
said. If everything goes well,
drilling of the three wells will
be completed by November this
year, he said.

To process the produced gas,
lwo silica-gel plants of 45 mm-
cfd capacity each are also being
installed at a nearby location at
a cost of Tk 117 crore, provided
by the World Bank and IDA.
Measures have been taken to
complete the plants simultane-
ously with completion of
drilling of the wells officials
added.

The approximate reserve of

‘gas in the wells would be about

1.32 trillion cft officials of
SGFL said.

BNP in deep waters

From Page 1

Against this backdrop, for
the last two days, BNP chief
Khaleda Zia had continued
Farleys with her party col-
eagues. Members of the four-
party liaison body were also in
touch with each other to decide
new anti-government pro-
grammes.

The municipal polls over,
the opposition parties are now
planning to add another point
-- cancellation of the polls re-
sults -- to the four-point charter
of demands including resigna-
tion of the Chief Election
Commissioner.

The opposition leaders’ pub-
lic stance has however been
that they have succeeded in the
resist.election movement,
which should now be backed by
‘new form of protest” in the
days to come. :

Reached by phone, BNP vice-
chairman Shamsul Islam told
The Daily Star that the 66-hour
shutdown, enforced during the
three-day polls, was “definitely
a successful move” against the
"one-party farcical” elections.

“The polls were rigged ev-
erywhere,” he said, “How is it
possible that 60 per cent voted
in the polls, boycotted by all

Workshop on
development
synergies opens

tomorrow
By Staff Correspondent

A two-day international
workshop on 'Creating Devel-
opmient Synergies' begins in the
city onn March 1.

The workshop, organised by
the European Commission-NGO
Dialogue Project will dwell on
topics including local govern-
menl reform, role of civil soci-
ety and synergising develop-
ment activities of small NGOs,

- Addressing a press briefing
yesterday, Dr Berthold Kuhn,
Team Leader of the Project, ex-
pressed optimism about
Bangladesh's success in poverty
alleviation provided both the
NGOs and government could act
in a stable political situation.

The Dialogue Project is a
venture of the 15-nation Euro-
pean Comrmission.

He said that 70 per cent of
the EC's grant for NGOs in
Bangladesh went to only three
big ones -- BRAC, Proshika and
GSS -- while the smaller ones
remained left out.

"So, we're now zooming our
focus more on smaller NGOs
and trying to evolve means so
that EC tan reach its funds to
these sinaller but effective or-
ganisations”, Kuhn said.

Twa resource persons of the
workshop, Dr Atiur Rahman
and MH Zaman, and Gender
Exgr:rt of the Project Dr Mah-
buba Nasreen were also present.

Post-polls violence
in Daudkandi:
One killed, 10 hurt

COMILLA, Feb 27: A house-
wife was killed and 10 others
were injured in a post-polls vio-
lence at village Nurpur in
Daudkandi pourasava today,
reports UNB.

The victim was identified as -

Sahera Khatun, 36, wife of one
Giasuddin of the village.

The clash erupted following
an altercation between the sup-
porters of Motalib Hossain
Meer, an elected commissioner,
and a defeated candidate
Naimul Haque at about 8 am.

The supporters of Motalib
attacked tEe house of Naimul
Haque with lethal weapons,
leaving 10 people injured.

Of them, seriously injured
Sahera, Giasuddin, Asiruddin,
Nuruzzaman and Hormuz were
rushed to Gouripur Thana
Health Complex where the
woman succumbed to her in-

| juries at about 9:30 am.

major parties?"

Asked on their
“performance” during the har-
tal. Islam said the opposition
workers could not take to the
streets due to large-scale terror-
iIsm unleashed by the ruling
Awami League.

He denied that BNP men
participated in the municipal
polls and said his party,ex-
pelled all those who defied the
decision of boycott. “"We're still
discussing the post-election is-
sues and will decide our the next
course of action soon,” said
Shamsul Islam who was among
those BNP leaders., meeting
Khaleda Zia last night.

Asked what they discussed at
Minto Road with the party
chief, he replied, “Problems of
the country came up for discus-
sion.” Asked if more hartals
were likely in March when the
S5SC examinations are due, he
said, "There are these examina-
tions but there are problems in
the country too.”

JP presidium member Kazi
Feroz Rashid also claimed suc-
cess in the opposition agitation
a%lainst the municipal polls
which he said was contested by
AL only. “Whether hartal was
successful is not important. The
fact remained that we could es-

-tablish the elections were farci-

cal as none but the rulin
men contested it,” he said.
Asked if they could resist the
polls, he explained, "Balloting
could not be foiled due to strong
security measures with the
army participating. But the
turnout of voters was abnor-

ma’!lli,; low.”

e JP leader also saw no
prospect of a government-op-
position dialogue to resolve the
current political standoif as
“both the sides have reached a
point of no return”.

Rashid said the only way to a
negotiation lay in scrapping the
election results, which he
thought would not be done by
the government. The JP leader
also hinted that a new round of
anti-government would follow
in a week. He declined to give
details.

Jamaat leader Quamaruz-
zaman said, "We have just
completed a phase of movernent
and will sit soon to evaluate the
polls-related developments and
then take up new programme.”

One source said the opposi-
tion parties might go for a mas-
sive campaign in the form of a
long march, blockade and visits
to districts. Chiefs of the four
parties might participate in
those programmes. But chances
are slim for more hartals next
month, the source said.

According to sources, the op-
position liaison committee
would soon meet to sort out the

party

 next course of action.

Occidental
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ment of Explosives to start
drilling in the structure, the
company official said.

Occidental has alread
drilled one exploratory well
and one appraisal well in the
Bibiana structure at Nabiganj
in the district,

11 killed
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cident took place at about 3:30
am. Hashim, 30, died on the
spot.
Eight of the injured were
rushed to Mymensingh Medical

Culle%e Hospital (MMCH) where
Babul, 35, succumbed to his in-
juries,

Abul Kalam, 40, Nurul
Amin., 30, Fayez Uddin, 30,
Borhan Uddin, 50, Izzat Ali, 40,
Siddique, 50, and Khalilur
Rahman, 30, were admitted to
MMCH.

A report from Jhenidah
says, one person was Kkilled
when a truck skidded off the
Jhenidah-Chuadanga road and
fell into a ditch this morning.

Police said Torab Ali, 25,
died on the spot. Five others
injured in the accident near
Ansar camp were admitted to
Jhenidah Sadar Hospital.



