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Gas Sector Mess

| The natural ?as sector is clearly in a mess. After

a year and half of prevarication, the government'’s
feeble attempt to breathe new life into the second
round of negotiation to award production sharing
contracts (PSC) for gas blocks has evidently run
into a wall of indifference. Some major transna-
tional oil companies (TOCs), which had earlier
shown tremendous interest in gas exploration in
Bangladesh, have reportedly at cold feet in negoti-
ating PSCs for blocks, which they had been
awarded months earlier. There are many reasons
why TOCs may wish to defer investment projects
in Bangladesh. Falling profits due to decline in
. 0il prices in the international market may be
one such reason. But there is every reason to be-
lieve that bureaucratic inertia and political
interference in the bidding process played a major
role in turning potential partners into disinteres-
ted outsiders.

These negotiations should have been completed
by December 1997, but government indecision over
results of the bidding process led to this extraordi-
nary delay. There were allegations that bidding
rules were changed arbitrarily, in order to favour
some smaller TOCs with politically connected lo-
cal agents. This had irritated major TOCs, brought
diplomatic pressure on the %nvemment, and raised
| a whole host of questions about transparency and
possibilities of corruption. All these, along
external market factors, have combined to dimin-
ish TOC interest in gas exploration in Bangladesh.
| What the apparent apathy among TOCs means is
that development of the gas sector is now under a
cloud of uncertainty.

However, growing energy needs of the country
make it imperative that Bangladesh attract mas-
sive private investment in development of new
sources of natural gas. The government has a duty
to ensure that terms and conditions of foreign par-
ticipation are compatible with national capabili-
ties and interests. Development of the gas sector,
including extraction and use of gas, should be car-
ried out within the framework of a national energy
policy, in accordance with the country's short,
medium and long term needs. On the other hand,
the government has major responsibilities, too.
For a start, it must keep to a rigid time-table and
not allow any machination by vested quarters to
cause delay. The room for corruption, particularly
among government officials and Petrobangla staft,
should be minimised. But above all, the govern-
ment 011&1‘11‘ to ensure that all processes for award-
ing blocks for exploration and contracts for pro-
duction are totally transparent and free of politi-
cal interference,

Emergency Care

Trifling with medical emergencies even at nor-
mal times is an offence but during a hartal period
its culpability ought to be far greater. We have oc-
casionally run stories about the ordeal patients

- needing emergency medical attention had to face at
the hospitals basically putting it down to fewer
' doctors on duty than required by the onrush of pa-
tients in such critical conditions. A healthy sense
of urgency is a matter of attitude really, which in a
good measure can obviously help hospital authori-
ties tide over equipment shortages or sundry other
hurdles. During hartals a hospital is expected to be

in a state of red alert to stretch its resources to the
full to handle an extra load. An emergency is an
emergency, regardless of hartal or no hartal — that
would be one way of perceiving the general seri-
ousness of a doctor's calling. But the fact about har-
tal-time emergency is that victims have to be
treated with speedy dispatch given the sheer num-
ber in which they land up in hospitals for immedi-
ate attention.

Parvez, a 13-year-old apprentice motor garage
| worker was a test-case for medical treatment as a
hartal casualty. Escorted by his brother he arrived
at the DMCH emergency ward with severe head in-
juries sustained from a missile of a brick thrown
at him. It seemed from our report based on first-
hand impressions that from the very word go
Parvez's case was handled on a wrong footing,
Right through the six hours of his ordeal it was the
mere technicality of his lacking an admission slip
that apparently stood in the way of clinically de-
termining the gravity of his situation first, let
alone carrying out an emergency operation on
him. It is a pity he could not be CT scanned nor

taken to the OT promptly in a premier hospital
like the DMCH. P P . P

It is time the authorities of major government-
run hospitals took steps to streamline and
strengthen their emergency wards in view of the
rising number of people landing up there in critical
conditions these days.

Far from Ideal

Fault is thick where love is thin: so goes the say-
ing and it has been proven right at least in this
case. A news agency reports that Swanirvar Ideal
Village Project initiated by the previous govern-
ment "is no longer ideal.” After his extensive tour
of the area in Pabna district the reporter concerned
found that families rehabilitated in the project
area are moving out of it for various reasons, The
AL government has a project by the name of

]

with

Ashrayan. But the fate of the new project 'hangs in
the balance' as the report claims. Any government
which has the well-being of the people uppermost
in its mind will try to alleviate the suffering of the
people who are the source of power for any demo-
cratic government. The situation in the ideal vil-
lage has been further aggravated by growing terror-
ism in the area resulting from lack of supervision
by government functionaries. The noble icfea of re-
habilitating landless and destitute families in
such ideal villages risks going the same way that
some such innovative projects had gone in the

ast. Some 3001 families were settled in such vil-

ges all over the district but the number has now
come down to only 748,

The villagers have squarely put the responsibil-
ity on the Envernment for not fulfilling their
Pledges to offer pure drinking water, mother and

child healthcare, mass education centres and
small credit facilities.

"No government officials or organisations feel

the necessity to visit the villages to see our misery,"

lamented a resident of a village. A good job started

by a political ‘adversary' should get all the support
it needs. Whatever is the name of the rnjegtp we
strongly feel that the government should look into

Elrf problems immediately, redeem its pledges and
brin

ide

confidence in the minds of the settlers of
villages.

BDULLAH Ocalan (read

Ojalan) (Apo for short),

the master terrorist of the
Kurdistan Workers party (PKK)
has been captured following a
high drama at the Greek
Embassy in Kenya. It does not
bring to an end the 15-yeéar old
guerilla warfare in east and
south-eastern Turkey, but
heralds the beginning of the
end.

The Turkish authorities
have been engaged in a relent-
less pursuit of Ocalan, the
leader of PKK. In that pursuit
towards the end of last year
they massed tanks and heavy
weapons at the border of Syria
and demanded explosion of
Ocalan from their territory.
Turke had maintained
throughout that Ocalan was an
outlaw and did not deserve any
compassion. The Turkish
commanding general leading
the troops pronounced an ulti-
matum to the Syrians to imme-
diately expel Ocalan. Since the
Syrians and for that matter the
Arabs, long living as part of the
Ottoman empire, know the de-
termined nature of the Turks,
they complied with the demand.

Thus began the Ocalan saga.
He sought refuge in Russia. Once
again the Turks put great pres-
sure on the Russian authorities.
Turkey has very strong eco-
nomic ties with Russia and
Turkish contractors have been
virtually rebuilding Russia af-
ter the fall of communism.
Ocalan found himself this time
in Rome. The Turks demanded
expulsion of Ocalan. They
withdrew their Ambassador.
They virtually froze economic
relations and lucrative con-
iracts for Italian firms hung in
the balance.

And now came Greece in the
fcture, Abdullah Ocalan was
rought to Kenya and found

asylum in the Greek Embassy.
The Greek Ambassador took the

Abdullah Ocalan, who launched his campaign against the Turkish authorities 15 years ago,
returned to his own soil, handcuffed and eyes closed tight. It is a bitter home-coming. On his

return he said, "I have love

my couniry. I love the Turks." Turks have a hard time
believing his statement.

whole matter in his own hands.
He sought for an European
country, which.would accept
Ocalan. Here the facts are
blurred. Abdullah Ocalan was
taken out of the Greek Embassy
and found himself prisoner in
the hands of the Turks. A Turk-
ish plane had been waiting at
the tarmac for 12 days. It flew
off to Turkey and Ocalan was
brought to the Imrali island
near Istanbul. Transferring
prize prisoners to the islands
off the coast of Turkey is an old
tradition of Turkey. Followin

the 1960 coup which topple

Prime Minister Adnan
Menderes, he and his close as-
sociates were transferred to the
island of Yassi near Istanbul,
The names of intelligence agen-
cies like the CIA and the lsraeli
Mossad have been frequently
mentioned along with Turkish
Agency MIT. What is certain is

that in the capture of Ocalan

more than one intelligence
agency was involved.

Abdullah Ocalan has been
masterminding the terrorist
operations in a large part of
Turkey in the East for nearly 15
years. A campaign of murder
and torture, taking of hostages
had been unleashed by him. The
operations were for the so
called rights of the Kurds, Thus
an attempt has been made to
give the struggle of the Kurds,
who are nearly 20 per cent of
the population of Turkey, an
ethnic character. Turkey is a
great mosaic of ethnic varieties
that include Kurds, Laz (Black
Sea people), Caucasians, Arabs
and a large number of people
who live around the Caspian
Sea. Indeed Turkey is the veri-

table crossroads between East
and West. Wilh the collapse of
the Soviet Union it has become
more so. A piclure has been at-
tempted to be portrayed thal the
Kurds are an oppressed minor-
ity in Turkey. Nothing can be
further from the truth. The
Kurds have blended completely
with other ethnic varieties of
Turkey. Indeed within the
Turkish administration Kurds
can be found everywhere and
many in high places.

What is an undisputed fact,
however, is that the area where
the Kurds are heavily concen-
trated. has remained hopelessly

behind in economic develop-
ment. The fruits of recent great
strides taken by Turkey in eco-
nomic progress has not reached
the area. One great handicap
has been the harnessing of wa-
ters of the Tigris and the Eu-
phrates rivers. Sensing that
something needed to be done to
win the hearts and minds of the
people, successive Turkish gov-
ernments have taken up gigan-
tic plans for economic devel-
opment. Thus the huge project
called GAP has been launched,
Schools, hospitals, polytech-
nics are being opened daily and
there is a race to build roads,
bridges and airports.

During the 15-year old war it

" The Horizon This Week

Arshad-uz Zaman

is in the lield of winning hearts
and minds of the people that the
PKK failed. The population of
the area remained essentially
spectators of the drama. They
needed security and the Turkish
security forces carried out an
energetic campaign. The loss in
lives and property has been
colossal. An estimated 37.00
people including young and old,
womnen and children, civilian
and military are reported to
have died. Unspeakable atroci-
lies have been committed.
Turkish TV frequently show
pictures of rows of PKK gueril-
las lying dead and patriotic fu-

nerals for the soldiers killed in
battle.

Whereas Abdullah Ocalan
has been carrying on his cam-
paign from Syria and training
his commandos in the Bekaa
valley of nearby Lebanon, the
large concentration of Kurdish
guerillas have been in Northern
Iraq. Since the Gulf War north-
ern Iraq has become a virtual
no man's land since it has been
declared off limits for Irag by
the US. There is thus a vacuum
in northern Iraq. Kurdish
guerillas have been crossing
with impunity through the
porous borders into Turkey and
striking at targets indiscrimi-
nately. Thus the Turkish secu-

rity forces have been crossin

deep into northern Iraq an

striking not only with ground
troops but also with planes and
helicopters.

The Ocalan saga has led to
extensive fallout. The first for-
eign courntry to feel the heat has
been Greece. It has been estab-
lished beyond doubt that there
was complicity between Ocalan
and Greece. In other words a
member ol the European Union
(EU} has been involved in har-
bouring the head of a terrorist
organisation. Greece has been
accused of treachery and three
Greek ministers have resigned
including the Foreign Minister.
Greek Embassies around the
world have come under attack
by the EKurds and their
sympthizers. For vears
throughout western Europe the
Kurds have been used to bitterly
criticize Turkey for her human
rights violations and many
similar offences. Thus there is a
heavy concentration of Kurds
in Germany and particularly
the city of Berlin. They have
been demonstrating and threat-
ening Turkey with dire conse-
gquences should any harm come
lo their captured leader Ocalan .

Undeterred by these threats
Turkey is expected not to veer
from course. The law of the land
will be applied rigorously. A
statement of the Turkish Gov-
ernment pointed ocut "Turkish
Judiciary is independent and
Turkey will not permit or tol-
eraie any attempt of interfer-
ence with justice by any third
party". Thus Ocalan's defense
will be assured by Turkish
lawyers provided by the state
and chances of outside lawyers

The Decline and Fall of Abdullah Ocalan

participating in his defense in
slim.

Through the Ocalan saga
there is one person, who stands
out as the central figure. That is
Prime Minister Bulent Ecevit.
And as luck would have it, it is
once again with Greece. For it
was in 1974 that he as Prime
Minister of Turkey. had sent
Turkish forces in the island of
Cyprus and wrested one third of
that island from the majority
Greeks. A virtual new state is in
existence ever since inspite of
great world pressure. Turkey
maintains 30,000 troops on
that island to provide security
to its population.

These dramatic events — are
they going to brighten the
chances of Bulent Ecevit at the
forthcoming general elections
in Turkey, due on the 18th April
next? It is an intriguing ques-
tion. Of all the politicians in
the tield Ecevit has succeeded in
maintaining an utterly incor-
ruptible image. Corruption is
going to play an important part
in the forthcoming elections.
Yet it would be foolhardy to
predict a single majority in an
election, where there is a
plethora of parties and leaders.

The chances are that the Turks

will have toe learn to live with
coalition governments.

Abdullah Ocalan, who
launched his campaign against
the Turkish authorities 15
years ago, returned to his own
soil, handcuffed and eyes closed
tight. It is a bitter home-com-
ing. On his return he said, "I
have love mﬁ country. [ love the
Turks." Turks have a hard time
believing his statement. Ecevit
has called upon those still stay-
ing in the mountains fighting
the Turkish forces, to surren-
der. He has promised amnesty.
Il is time to wind down this
murderous war pitting brother
against brother,

SAARC and D-8, So Alike Yet So Unlike

HE two economic blocs
- Bangladesh is active
members of, the South

Asian Association of Regional .

Co-operation [SAARC) and the
Developing Eight (D-8), have a
lot of things in common. Both
are designed to promote eco-
nomic. technological and other
forms of co-operation among
the member states to bring eco-
nomic benefit to a vast multi-
tude of people living in some of
the densely-populated countries
in the world. Both are relatively
new. The SAARC came into be-
ing in 1985 while the D-8 was
formed 12 years later.

Bangladesh has played an
instrumental role in the forma-
tion of both. In fact, the SAARC
is Bangladesh's brain child. It
was formally launched in
Dhaka with the first summit in
1985. On the other hand, the D-
8 had its first summit in Istan-
bul, Turkey two years ago.

Now it is Dhaka’s turn to
host the heads of the D-8 na-
tions at the second summit,
slated for March 1 and 2. Meet-
ings at other levels are already
on and the Dhaka Declaration,
expected to be issued at the end
of the summit, is being drafted.
The declaration is likely to con-
tain a series of promises and
measures aimed at promoting

The D-8 needs similar zeal and zest at the initial phase because presence of the leaders is necessary
to provide fillip to new ventures, Understandably, some of the leaders are too occupied on the do-
mestic front and some have expressed inability to attend at the last moment. They have genuine
reasons and this does not show a lack of commitment because in that case they would not have
been involved at all in the bloc. Nevertheless, a full quorum at the Dhaka summit would have
been more encouraging for the new bloc.

economic, technological and
other form of co-operation
among eight members of the Or-
%anisatic-n of the Islamic Con-
erence [(OIC). It can be safely
concluded that the D-8 will go a
long way towards furthering co-
operation among these coun-
tries although it remains to be
seen how the new bloc takes
shape in the years to come,

The SAARC is the first ma-
jor regional grouping
Bangladesh became part of.
When the concepl of regional
CO-Operation amoing seven re-
gional nations was mooted, it
generated mixed feelings. While
the smaller nations in the re-
gion welcomed it. India and
Pakistan were sceptical. Both
took a long time to weigh the
pros and cons before making
commitment. But once they ac-
cepted the idea, there was no
looking back. All the SAARC
nations played enthusiastic
roles in its development and

. slow
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expansion, even though many
feel, and justifiably so, that the
progress is rather too slow. The

gﬁu\vtﬁ of SAARC is due to
reqﬂtgfe constraimts: 'While -its
requirément is vast given-the
size of the population of the
SAARC which is more than one
billion. |

The SAARC with integrated
programme of actions (IPA} and
different technical committees
have been expanded its activi-
ties into such varied areas like
co-operation in mitigating con-
sequences of natural disasters
to cultural field. The progress

MATTERS
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may be modest but this is in a
way remarkable when seen in
the contéxt of the ‘prevalent

poverty and %hw;mr-
i T lrust

tantly: the® :

“and hn'sti]iﬁm&f*' « il been
the hallmark ' for th n for
decades. To come out of such a

perilous condition and make
common decisions shedding
mutual mistrust and misgiv-
ings is indeed a positive devel-
opment.

The Developing Eight has
come with a lot of promise al-
though it is clear that speedy

"Point-blank"
politics

Sir, Recently a political ac-
tivist was killed during the har-
tal hours. That is normal and
we are able to digest this kind of
political murders throughout
the country.

But my attention was caught
when [ read that there was a
Member of Parliament at the
scene of the crime. It was dur-
ing the hartal hours when MP
Mogbul Hossain took oul a
motorcade to protest the hartal
and . it was then thal his sol-
diers shot an opposition ac-
tivist in a point blank range.

This certainly proves that
our elected representatives have
lost tolerance and control of
their minds.

My question is whether this
case will ever reach the court or
even the police station? And
does Sheikh Hasina or the Pres-
ident plan to set up an inquiry
committee because in this mat-
ter a Member of the Parliament
is being accused as the person
implicating the murder.

I wish lo see juslice served.

Siragis Salekin
USA

What is dignified

for the CEC?

Sir, It is true that any de-
structive measure like hartal
will bring no good result for the
country. Despite all the nega-
tive features of hartal, in
democracy the right to observe
it is entitled. And hence in
many countries the opposition
take resort to this when all
other measures fail to make the
ruling party behave well. I
think in our country the same
thing is happening. The cruel
treatment of the ruling party
and the stubbornness of the
CEC has made the hartal pro-
gramme of the present time
quite justified.

The most important demand
of the opposition is the removal
of the CEC and this demand has
justification in the failure of
CEC to hold a fair election in
the recent poll. As he is not go-
ing away from his office, the
opposition is giving destructive
programmes one after another
and consequently the whole
nation is now suffering,

In fact, the CEC has nothin
to do in the present politica
tangle, But what he can do im-
mediately is to quit his office.
Such a bold and wise step will
be good for him and for the
country. It is really unbecoming
of a high official like him to be
S0 covetous of holding a post at

_ the expense of his honour and

dignity. | think it will be a no-
ble decision on his part Lo re-
sign and it will be at least sub-
struct the list of demand of the
opposition.

I hope the CEC will be wise
enuuﬁh to safeguard his dignity
as well as the image of his post.

M Al-Hasan
Dhalca.

No mercy, at all

Sir, A two-year-old girl, a
mere baby, was raped and left
unconscious near her house at
Mirpur Section-1 on February
11, '99. She is now fighting for
her life at Dhaka Medical Col-
lege Hospital. We are shocked
beyond words though this is not
the first case we have heard — in
the recent days a great number
of happenings of this sort came
to our knowledge. No, I am not
going to compare the rapists
with animals because it would
be an insult to them, animals
are more humane in some fields
than human beings.

Wwe feel deeply for the fami-
lies of the unfortunate girls who
had become victims of such a
horrible fate.

Why this sort of incidents
are growing day-by-day, what is
the reason behind it? One thing
I1s quite clear, those who are
guilty of this horrible crime are
not getling any punishment, in
some cases they are even
shielded as in the case of Tania,
the six-year-old girl who was
violated at the CMM court
building in Dhaka by a police-
man — so others are becoming
more daring.

We urge the government to
take stieps to prevent this
heinous crime, and to do so the
government will have to punish
the offenders without showing
any mercy, .

Nur Jahan
Chiltagong.

"Leave Osmani
Uddyan Alone"

Sir, Let me congratulate you
on your editorial "Leave Os-
mani Uddyan Alone" (dated
10.2.99). This could not have
come at a more appropriate
time. Environmental disaster
the capital is faced with
presently will only be com-
pounded for the worse with the
elimination of this carefully
carved piece of land for the oxy-
gen-hun people of the city. I
agree with you that an alterna-
tive site should be found to
build a convention centre wor-
thy of our capital cit{y.

[ am reminded of a discus-
sion | had with late President
Ziaur Rahman in early '81
(shortly before his death) about

the late of the old assembly
building [presently Prime Miri-
isters Secretariat] when the
parliament would shifl 1o Sher-
e-Bangla Nagar. He told me in
the presence of Mr Jamaluddin
Ahmed (former Deputy Prime
Minister] that he was contem-
plating to turn it into an Inter-
national Convention Centre.

I suggest that the govern-
ment take a fresh leok at this
proposal on the following
grounds:

(@) That this is an ideal site
In which already exists a con-
ference centre and sufficient
land will be available to build it
according to the plan of the gov-
ernment.

(b) That there is ample space
available in and around PM's
residence, Gonobhavan, to
build a new office.block to ac-
commodate the PM's secre-
tariat.

(c) This will save PM's valui-
able time travelling to and from
office and a composite office
cum residence will be quite in
li> with similar facilities en-
joyed by 'he cnief executives of
other countries, e.g., No 10
Downing Street in UK, White
House in USA ete.

(d) Frequent traffic disloca-
tion and congestion caused to
facilitate PM's movement will
be averted.

We certainly want to wel-
come world leaders at the NAM
summit but not at the cost of
environmental damage to our
capital city.

Dr A F M Yusuf
Chittagong '

TRIPS

Sir, Unlike many other LDC
members of the GATT,
Bangladesh is well equipped
with laws, judges lawyers, law
enforcing agencies and the re-
quired logistical support for
improved new laws and en-
forcement thereof and extend
all assistance to the WTO in its
activities. We request the WTO
Director General to assist
Bangladesh for better and
quicker implementation of the
provisions the GATT, especially
on the trade-related provisions
of the GATT better known as
TRIPS.

Bangladesh needs to update
her Intellectual Property laws
made obligatory in the GATT
document. We trust that in addi-
tion to her membership of the
Paris Convention, World Intel-
lectual Preperty Organization
Convention, and Universal
Copyright Convention, Bangla-
desh will soon consider to join
other International Intellectual
Property Laws.

e are pleased to say that

-_Sﬂc‘iely for Information and

Research on Business Intellec-
tual Inventions (SIRBII) is
planning to publish all the ma-
jor International Intellectual
Property Laws adopted by
Bangladesh, India, Pakistan
and 5ri Lanka.

ABM Shamsud Doulah
Chairman. Society for In-
Jormation and Research on
Business Intellectual Inven-
tions (SIRBI}), Dhaka.

Two killings

Sir, Thank you so much for

your commentary TTwo
killings, two leaders and a
helpless nation.” This is a

timely publication and we all
appreciate this type of write-
Lps.

I encourage you to write this
type of people-criented articles.

Md Igbal Faiz
Chairman
Transparent
Limited

126, Elephant Road (2nd floor)
Dhaka-1205.

"... will do BNP no
good"

Sir, | read the commentary
"These hartals will do BNP no
good" on February 8 and a news
item "Enact law to ban hartal
on February 9 with interest.
These have pointed oul cor-
rectly that our politicians are
"geared towards selfish ends
which simply put means getting
to power at any cost. There is
very little concern for the wel-
fare of public.”

I will go one step further, our
politicians are self-centred and
selfish, they do politics only for
themselves and for their émi—
lies and friends. They use poli-
tics as a business tool to get rich
arxd to getl Lo power. People who
do not have any money will be
very rich, within a very short
period of time, if they are in
politics and if they can go to
power, Khaleda Zia is an exam-
ple. In fact in our sub-conti-
nent, politicians are the richest
people. Pakistan is a good ex-
ample in this respects. Politi-
cians ol Bangladesh are not far
behind!

When these politicians do
not have any sense of responsi-
bility or any motivation (o
sacrifice their own interest, in
the interest of the people and
the country, there is a justifica-
tion to control their activities
and there must be someone to
cheek them. In this respect I
support business leaders' de-
m.l':md lo enact law to ban har-
Lal.

A Concerned Citizen
Dhaka,

Comptters

progress may not be possible
because of certain factors. The
D-8 and the SAARC have many
things in commuon like the fact
that both covers a vast segment
of the world population. The
SAARC has populous nations
like India, Pakistan and
Bangladesh while the D-8 has
countries with relatively big
population like Indonesia and
Turkey in addition to Pakistan
and Bangladesh, The bottom

line ig that if the two blocs werk. -

1

not be the case with other eco-
nomic blocs comprising less
than ten members, Both have
advantages and disadvantages.
The geographical proximity of
the SAARC countries brings
them under a regional pattern.
It is easier to identify the nature
of co-operation in many fields
as the conditions happen to be
almost similar. It also facili-
tales closer contacts for meet-
ings, exchanges of views etc,

By sharp contrast, the D-8
countries are spread in [ar-
flung areas in Asia and Alrica
or even Europe. However, it may
prove beneficial because fhe
bloe will be free from political
troubles that essentially stem
from geographical proximity.
Besides, Lhey are already under
a broad framework of co-opera-
tion through the aegis of the OIC
and all they have to do now is
take up specific proposals and
projects that serve their inter-
est, which is a less cumbersome
task than the ones SAARC had
to face at the onset,

The SAARC has a secretariat
inn Kathmandu which is effec-
tive in rendering the day-to-day
services to member countries
under the guidance of a secre-
tary-general which rotates
among the member nations
with a two-vear term. Of course,

- shi
. night oil in the formative stage

apd ‘succeed in delivering:
Wlﬁ I, of the SAARC ta give a shape to

well a, . leliy
}E'E_.ggb'dﬁ... he., benéfifs will
covér-a large people which may”

velop
SAARC. The common well-be-
ing of the members of two fo-

it took some time for SAARC to
have a secretariat. Similarly,
the D-8 has to evolve some eflec-
tive mechanism in due course
s0 Lhat the can work in closer
contacl and unison. This new
group has the resource advan-
tage compared to the SAARC but
pragmatic approach is-needed
to derive maximum benefit. The
D-& members also do not have
to suffer from a kind of inferi-
ority or superiority complexes
as none of the members are too
big or too small. Whereas the
SAARC has member from vast
India to tiny Himalayan king-
dom of Bhutan or small island
state of Maldives,

The SAARC and the D-8 are
two blocs with which Dhaka's
interests are manifold.
Bangladesh's political leader-
and officials burned mid-

it. The same applies to an extent
for the D-8 summil here since
the first summit was more a
formality while the second one
is more lunctional. The SAARC
leaders have by and large at-
tended the summits demon-
strating cohesion, sharp politi-
cal differences at times
notwithstanding.

The D-8 needs similar zeal
and zest at the initial phase be-
cause presence of the leaders is
necessary lo provide fillip to
new ventures, Understandably,
some of the leaders are too oc-
cupied on the domestic front
and some have expressed in-
ability to attend at the last
moment. They have genuine
reasons and this does not show
a lack ol commitment because
in that case they would not have
been involved at all in the bloc.
Nevertheless, a full quorum at
the Dhaka summit would have
been more encouraging for the
new bloc,

_ The D-8 is poised to take off
elfectively from the second
summit. Bangladesh has rea-
sons to spare no efforts to de-
it like it has done for the

rums will hopefully result in

benefits of vast multitude living
in these densely-populated
countries of the world.

Art R
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Zippity Doodah

news [rom Hollywood is that a movie studio

T HE bi

(Columbial has announced that it is going to cut
screcniwriters in on the big money. The reason this is
major news is that the motion picture companies have never
pul writers in the same class as big-time actors and directors,

Wrilers were Ignored when the grosses were split up. Now
Columbia (a k a Sony) says it will give name writers up to 2 per
cent of the gross, besides the money they are paid to write the
SCript.

Zippity doodah. Once the motion picture pays back its costs
we will all be driving around in Rolls Royces on clover,

But there is the rub — the phrase "once the costs of the motion
picture are recouped.”

Having had a slight experience with trying to collect profits
from the movie "Coming to America,” I am going to warn all the
wrilers not to get their hopes up.

Almost no motion picture makes money. The greatest block-
busters wind up in the red. It has nothing to do with the film — it
has to do with the bookkeeping.

Say "My Wild Irish Bourbon” turns out to be the biggest hit of
the year, grossing a minimum of $800 million, with the Tanza-
nian theaters still waiting to report in.

The head of the studio, with tears in his eyes, tells the people
entitled to a piece of the gross, "We lost our shirts.”

"How is that?"

"Besides prints, advertising and cellular telephones, we
spent $400,000 for new Porsches for our executives, $1 million
for our distributors' trip to Turkey, $2 million to refurbish my
offices and another million for reserved parking places."

“It's a pity the picture went under because we all had high
hopes for it. That's why we spent $8 million to dub it in Hungar-
ian”.

'l want to thank you all for what you have done. Maybe the
next time we'll see a light at the end of the tunnel — unless we
have to pay for the tunnel."
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