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SAARC

The Hope

Summit

India and Pakistan declare their intent
to resolve all issues, reports
P Jayaram from Lahore
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I HE historic India-Pak-

istan summit concluded in

Lahore on Feb 21 with the two"~

Prime Ministers issuing what
has been termed as the Lahore
Declaration and the two sides
signing a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU]) to put all
issues of contention behind
them.

The MoU spelt out the state-
ment of intent of the two sides
to intensify efforts to resolve
all outstanding bilateral issues,
including the Jammu and
Kashmir question. Setting out
the agenda for future negotia-
tions, both countries laid par-
ticular stress on the nuclear
matters. They agreed to engage
in consultations on security
matters, including nuclear doc-
trines, and initiating confi-
dence building measures in
both nuclear and conventional
areas.

In a fitting finale to the two-
day summit, Indian Prime Min-
ister Atal Behari Vajpayee and
his Pakistani counterpart
Nawaz Sharif addressed a
packed-to-the brim press con-
ference at the Governor's House
in Lahore. Unwilling to be pro-
voked by questions by Pak-
istani journalisis, on the issue
of "self-determination of
Kashmiris," both Prime Minis-
ters expressed their hope that
these matiers will be addressed
in the bilateral negotiations as
thas been mentioned in both the
joint statement and the Mol.
The two countries agreed to con-
tinue their respective morato-
rium on further nuclear tests
unless their supreme national
interests were jeopardised by
extraordinary events.

"The two sides shall con-
tinue to abide by their respec-
tive bilateral moratorium on
conducting further nuclear tests
explosions unless either side, in
exercise of its national
sovereignty, decides that ex-
traordinary events have jeop-
ardised its supreme interests,"
the MoU said. The MoU was
signed by Indian Foreign Secre-
tary K. Raghunath and his Pak-
istani counterpart, Shamshad
Ahmad. in the presence of Vaj-
payee and Sharif. Though the
two arch rivals of the subconti-
nent failed to put the nuclear
genie back in the bottle, they
agreed on a range of measures to
avoid an accidental nuclear
confrontation between them.
The Mol said the two sides were
fully committed to undertaking
national measures to reduce the
risks of accidental or unautho-
rised use of nuclear weapons
under their respective control,

"The two sides further under-
take to notify each other imme-
diately in the event of any acci-
dental, unauthorised or unex-
plained incident that could
create the risk of a fallout with
adverse consequences for both
sides, or an outbreak of nuclear
war between the two countries,
as well as to adopt measures
aimed at diminishing the pos-
sibility of such actions, or such
incidents being misinterpreted
by the other,” the MoU said.

Towards this end, they
would identity and establish
the appropriate communica-
tion mechanism for this pur-
pose, it added. The two sides
also undertook to provide each
other with advance notification
In respect of ballistic missile
flight tests and to conclude a bi-
lateral agreement in this re-
gard. "The two sides shall en-
gage in bilateral consultations
on security concepts and nu-
- clear doctrines with a view to
developing measures for confi-
dence building in the nuclear
and conventional fields, aimed
at avoidance of conflict," the
Mol said.

Later, addressing a news
conference jointly with Sharif,
Vajpayee said in response to a
question the issue of si the
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty
(CTBT) was discussed by them,
but no decision was taken. The
two Prime Ministers signed a
Lahore Declaration, marking
Vajpayee's visit, asserting their
commitment to bring about
peace and stability between
their countries and progress
and prosperity to their peoples.

The declaration said they
agreed that their respective gov-
ernments would intensify their

efforts to resolve all issues, in-
cluding the issue of Jammu and
Kashmir and to refrain from
intervention and interference
in each other's internal affairs.
They also reaffirmed their
"condemnation of terrorism in
all its forms and manifesta-
tions and their determination
to combat this menace and
promote and protect all human
rights and fundamental rights."

This was as far as they could
go on the explosive issue of
Kashmir, where India accuses
Pakistan of arming, aiding and
abetting terrorism, a charge de-
nied by Islamabad. Pakistan,
which says that it only provides
“moral and political support to
the Kashmiri freedom fighters",
accuses the Indian security
forces of committing largescale
human rights violations in
Kashmir. The declaration also
said that the two governments
would take irpmediate steps for
reducing the risk of accidental
or unauthorised use of nuclear
weapons, It said they would dis-
cuss concepts and doctrines
with a view to elaborating mea-
sures for confidence building in
the nuclear and conventional
fields, aimed at prevention of
conflict.

They also reaffirmed their
commitments to the goals and
objectives of the South Asian
Association for Regional Coop-
eration {SAARC) to immprove the
quality of life for the people of
the region, home to one-fifth of
humanity and among the poor-
est in the world.

The MoU, which concen-
trated mainly on nuclear-re-
lated issues, said the two sides
would engage in bilateral con-
sultations on security, disar-
mament and non-proliferation
issues within the context of ne-
gotiations on these in the multi-
lateral fora. They also agreed
to review the existing commu-
nication links, like the one be-
tween those in charge of milj-
tary operations with a view to
upgrading and improving them
and to provide for "fail-safe and
secure communications.” A
joint statement issued at the
end of Vajpayee's visit said the
foreign ministers of the two
countries would meet periodi-
cally to discuss all issues of mu-
tual concern, including nuclear
related issues. The two coun-
tries also agreed to undertake
consultations on World Trade
Organisation (WTO) related is-
sues with a view to coordinating
their respective positions and
cooperate in information tech-
nology, in particular for tack-
ling the problem of Y2K, the
millennium date-change prob-
lem for computers worldwide
that has defied a solution so far.

They also decided to hold
consultations with a view to
further liberalising the visa
and travel regime.

Sharif, who described his
talks with Vajpayee as "sub-
stantive and constructive", re-
jected a suggestion that the

Kashmir proBlem had not been
given sufficient importance in
the Lahore Declaration. "It is
one of the most important
points in the Declaration,” he
said. Asked if India would
consider granting the right of
self-determination to the peo-
ple of Kashmir, Vajpayee said
the question of Kashmir was be-
ing discussed under the agenda
accepted by the two sides. "The
discussions are going on. It is
very difficult for me to say what
solution will emerge," he said.

Asked if they were disap-
pointed that they could not "de-
liver more", particularly since
both had described the meeting
as “historic”, Sharif noted that
the Lahore Declaration made it
clear that both governments
would intensify efforts to re-
solve all issues, including
Kashmir.

Vajpayee said the docu-
ments reflected the areas of un-
derstanding. "We must now im-
plement our various under-
standing in good faith." He
said though his visit was brief it
was substantive and added that
he was moved by the hospitality
of the Pakistan Prime Minister
and his people. He invited
Sharif and his wife to visit In-
dia to give him a chance to re-
turn to hospitality.

— India Abroad News Service

on Sunday.

Republic of Pakistan:-

Convinced

peaceful co-existence;

implementing the Simla

Rec

puUrpose,;
Have

other's internal affairs.
- shall intensi

agenda.
confidence building

the SAARC vision for the
promoting the welfare o

Mmenace,
lundamental freedoms.

Atal Bihari Vajpayee

service.

Reiterating the determination
Agreement in letter and spirit:
Committed to the Dbijeclives. of universal

disarmament and non-proliferation;
Convinced of the importance of mutually agreed confidence
buildin% measures for improvin
alling their agreement of 23 September, 1998, that an
environment of peace and security
interest of both sides and that the resolution of all outstanding
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HE tollowing is the text of the documents signed at the
conclusion of the Indian Prime Minister's visit to Lahore

[.ahore declaration

The prime ministers of the Republic of India and the Islamic

Sharing a vision of peace and stability between their
countries, and of progress and prosperity for their people;
that durable peace and development of
harmonious relations and friendly cooperation will serve the
vital interests of the peoples of the two countries, enabling them
Lo devote their energies for a better future;

Recognizing that the nuclear dimension of the security
environment of the two countries adds to their responsibility
for avoidance of conflict between the two countries;

Committed to the principles and purposes of the Charter of
the United Nations, and the universally accepted principles of

of both countries to

nuclear

Lthe security environment:

is in the supreme national

that their respective governments:-

- shall intensify their efforts to resolve all issues, including
the issue of Jammu and Kashrmir.

- shall refrain from intervention and interference in each

fy their composite and integrated dialogue
process for an early and positive outcome of the agreed bilateral

- shall take immediate stePs for reducing the risk of
accidental or unauthorized use o

concepts and doctrines with a view to elaborating measures for
in the nuclear and conventional fields.
aimed at prevention of conflict.

- reaffirm their commitment to the goals and objectives of
SAARC and to concert their efforts towards the realization of
e?]r 2000 and beyond with a view to
the
improve their quality of life through accelerated economic
growth, social progress and cultural development.

- reaffirm their condemnation of terrorism in all its forms
and manifestations and their determination to combat this

nuclear weapons and discuss

eoples of South Asia and to

human rights and

Prime Minister of the Republic of India
Muhammad Nawaz Sharif
Prime Minister of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan

Joint statement

In response to an invitation by the Prime Minister of
Pakistan, Mr Muhammad Nawaz Sharif, the Prime Minister of
India, Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee visited Pakistan from 20-21
February, 1999, on the inaugural run of the Delhi-Lahore bus

2. The prime minister of Pakistan received the Indian prime
minister at the Wagah border on 20 February 1999. A banquet
in honour of the Indian Prime Minister and his delegation was

hosted by the Prime Minister of Pakistan at Lahore Fort, on the
sanie evening. Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee visited
Minar-i-Pakistan, Mausoleum of Allama Igbal, Gurudawara
Dera Sahib and Samadhi of Maharaja Ranjeet Singh. On 21st
Febriary, a eivie reception was held in honour of the visiting
Primme Minister at Lthe Governor's House.

3. The two leaders held discussions on the entire range of
bilateral relations, regional couperation within SAARC, and
issues of international concern. They decided that :

4] The two Foreign Ministers will meet periodically to
diseniss all issues ol mutual coneerrn, including nuclear related

ISSLLS,

Lj The two sides shall undertake consultations on WTO
related issues with a view to coordinating their respective

pasilions.

¢) The two sides shall determine areas of cooperation in
Information Technology, in particular for tackling the

problems of Y2K.

d)] The two sides will hold consultations with a view to
further liberalizing the visa and travel regime.

e) The two sides shall appoint a two-member committee at
ministerial level to examine humanitarian issues relating to
Civilian detainees and missing POWSs.

4. They expressed satisfaction on the commencement of a
bus service between Lahore and New Delhi, the release of
fishermen and civilian detainees and the renewal of contacts in

the field of sports.

0. Pursuant to the directive given by

Ministers, the Forei

Secretaries of Pakistan and India si

the two Prime
gned

a Memorandum ol Understanding on 21 February 1999,

identifying measures aimed at

promoting an environment of

peace and security between the two countries.

6. The two Prime Ministers signed the Lahore Declaration
embodying their shared vision of peace and stability between
their countries and of progress and prosperity for their peoples.

7. Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee extended an

invitation to Prime Minister Muhamma

Nawaz Sharif to visit

India on mutually convenient dates.

8. Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee thanked Prime
Minister Muhammad Nawaz Sharif for the warm welcome and
ﬁracinus hospitality extended to him and members of his

elegation and for the excellent arrangements made for his

visit.

Memorandum of
Understanding

The foreign secretaries of India and Pakistan:-
Reaffirming the continued commitment of their respective
governuments to the principles and purposes of the UN Charter:

Reiterating

the determination of both countries to

implementing the Simla Agreement in letter and spirit:

Guided by the agreement between their Prime

inisters of 23

September 1998 that an environment of peace and security is in
the supreme national interest of both sides and that resolution
of all outstanding issues, including Jammu and Kashmir, is

essential for this purpose:

Pursuant to the directive given by their respective Prime
Ministers in Lahore, to adopt measures for promoting a stable
environment of peace, and security between the two countries:

Have on this day

. agreed to the following:-

1. The two sides shall engage in bilateral consultations on
securily concepts, and nuclear doctrines, with a view to
developing measures for confidence building in the nuclear and
conventional fields, aimed at avoidance of conflict.

2. The two sides undertake to provide each other with
advarice notification in respect of ballistic missile flight tests.
and shall conclude a bilateral agreement in this re ang

3. The two sides are fully committed to undertaking national
measures lo reducing the risks of aceidental or unauthorized

Text of Documents Signed at Lahore

use of nuclear weapons under their respective control. The two
sides further undertake to notify each other immediately in the
event ol any accidental, unauthorized or unexplained incident
that could create the risk of a fallout with adverse consequences
for both sides, or an outbreak of a nuclear war between the two

counltries, as well as to

adopt measures aimed at diminishing

the possibility of such actions, or such incidents bein

misinterpreted by the other.

The 1two sides shaﬁ

identify /establish the appropriate communication mechanism

for this purpose.

4. The two sides shall continue to abide b

unilateral moratorium on

their respective

conducting further nuclear test

explosions unless either side, in exercise of its national
sovereignty decides that extraordinary events have jeopardized

its supreme interests.

9. The two sides shall conclude an agreement on prevention
of incidents at sea in order to ensure salety of navigation by
naval vessels, and aircraft belonging to the two sides.

6. The

two sides

sha

periodically review the

implementation of existing Confidence Building Measures

(CBMs) and where necessary, set up a
mechanisms to monitor and ensure e

of these CBMs,

ropriate consultative
ective implementation

7. The two sides shall undertake a review of the existing
communication links (e.g. between the respective Directors-
General, Military Operations] with a view to upgrading and
improving these links, and to provide for fail-safe and secure

commurications.

8. The two sides shall engage in bilateral consultations on
security, disarmament and non-proliferation issues within the
context of negotiations on these issues in multilateral fora,

Where required, the technical details of the above measures
will be worked out by experts of the two sides in meetings to be
held on mutually agreed dates, before mid 1999, with a view to

reaching bilateral agreements.

(K. Raghunath)

Foreign Secretary of the Republic of India

(Shamshad Ahmad)

Foreign Secretary of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan

Courtesy: The Dawn of Pakistan

hour visit to Lahore from
20th February produced
plenty of robust statements of
admirable intention from both
sides but no specific steps or
time-frame to resolve the core

INDIPL'S Prime Minister 27-

spoiler in ‘their bilateral
relations. However the
commitment to reduce the risk
of aceidental or unauthorised
use of nuclear weapons will be a
great relief to a wary interna-
tional community,

Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif said at a banquet held at
the historic Lahore Fort on
20th February : "As we seek to
resolve issues we have to be
conscious that there is nothin

goodwill and direct dialogue.”

In reply his Indian counter-
part Atal Behari Vajpayee said:
“There can be no greater legacy
that we can leave behind than
to do away with mistrust, to
abjure and eliminate conflict to
erect an edifice of durable peace,
amity, harmony, and co-opera-
lion”. Optimists would say that
d new era would hopefully begin
in bilateral relations of the two
countries. ;

The visit had ended with a
Declaration signed by the
Prime Ministers of India and
Pakistan. The 13-paragraph
Declaration, known as Lahore
Declaration, set oul the param-
eters within which they will at-
lempt to resolve outstanding bi-
lateral issues including the dis-
pute of the Kashmir territory.
The Declaration commits the

which cannot be solved through'

Looking at the

ir i - = tw sita T 1
Kashmir issue acting as a ° o countrie efrain fron

dmiervention »in each ~other's
internal affairs, intensify and
upgrade their ongoing dialogue
process and step up efforts to re-
solve all bilateral issues includ-
ing the Kashmir dispute and

take immediate steps to reduce
accidental or unauthorised use
of nuclear weapons,

Besides the Lahore Declara-
tion, the two foreign Secretaries
signed a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MolU) where the
two countries undertook to no-
tify each other immediately in
the event of any “accidental,
unauthorised or unexplained *
incident that could create the
risk of a fall-out with adverse
consequences for both sides or
an outbreak of a nuclear war
between them. They agreed to
adopt measures aimed at di-
minishing the possibility of
such actions or such incidents
being misinterpreted. To ensure
this, they would identify and es-
tablish appropriate communi-
cation mechanism. Further
they would maintain the
moratorium on further nuclear
lests.

The ement to reduce risk
of accidental nuclear war and
the moratorium on further nu-
clear tests is a comforting news
for the South Asian region.

Core Issue for a New Ground

It appears that both India and Pakistan have their entrenched positions on the
Kashmir dispute, says Barrister Harun ur Rashid, as he analyses the Lahore
Declaration

Ever since the-two countries

detonated the nﬂclea;.d&ﬂcg
May last year, the other coun-
tries in South Asia found nu-
clear weapons at their door
steps. Furthermore since both
India and Pakistan had no
"second-strike” capability and
had not entered into a "no-first
use” agreement on nuclear
weapons, the outbreak of a nu-
clear war either accidental or
otherwise haunted the countries
in the region. This agreement
will provide a relief to the
neighbouring countries of India
and Pakistan that accidental
nuclear war would be averted
through an effective communi-
cation mechanism, say a hot-
line between the two countries
at the highest political level.
Both sides may claim that
the undertakings in the Decla-
ration constitute a diplomatic
victory over the other party.
India may assert that reitera-
tion of the 1972 Simla Agree-
ment would mean that the
Kashmir dispute will be re-
solved on a bilateral negotia-
tion without the involvement of
a third party. The commitment
to non-interference in the oth-
er's internal affairs will pre-
vent Pakistan from assisting
the Muslim militants in the
Indian administered Kashmir.
On the other hand, Pakistan
may claim that the inclusion of

5 '.-f : Lk i"-r'_'_"..n'ﬂ"-
Kashmir as one of the issues to
be resdlyed is g victoryfor them
and refraining Irom "internal
affairs in Pakistan will suggest
that "Indian inspired violence”
in the province of Sindh will
cease,

It may not be ignored that
the visit took place against the
background of violent protests
in Lahore by thousands of
members of Pakistan's Islamic
Party, the Jamat-i-Islami. They
protested the visit of the Indian
Prime Minister to Pakistan
while Indian military oppres-
sion continues unabated on the
Kashmiri people. The protest
escalated in the evening when
the demonstrators were trying
to block access to Lahore's Red
Fort where the official banquet
was held.

It is an admitted fact that the
resolution of the Kashmir dis-
pute is the root cause of the ten-
sion between the two countries..
It is the core issue for Pakistan
and for them the bilateral rela-
tions with India cannot be
moved into top gear until and
unless the Kashmir dispute is
first resolved. Pakistan's For-
eign Minister Sartaj Aziz is re-
ported to have said that the

Pakistani public could not in-
definitely sustain a dialogue
process nol showing substan-
tive progress on Kashmir nor

remain immune to Kashmiri
people’s sufferings. _

- The position of both sides on
the Kashmir dispute is well-
knewn. India claims all of
Kashmir ( Pakistan rules one
third of it) and Pakistan wants
Kashmiris to decide at a UN-
mandated plebiscite whether to
join Pakistan or India. New
Delhi is fighting a 10-year old
revolt by the Kashmiri Muslim
militants seeking either inde-
pendence or union with Pak-
istan, Pakistan accuses India of
gross and systematic violation
of human rights of the Kash-
miri people to suppress their
fundamental rights of self-de-
termination on Kashmir terri-
tory while India suspects Pak-
istan for assisting the Muslim
militants with training as well
as with arms and ammunition.

The question is whether In-
dia and Pakistan will be able to
resolve the Kashmir dispute
given the wide divergence of
each other's position. India
considers that commitment to
Simla Agreement implies that
the Kashmir issue should be re-
solved bilaterally and no third
party would be allowed to inter-
vene. While Pakistan main-
tains that Simla Agreement
does not exclude a third party’s
intercession because under Ar-
ticle 33 of the UN Charter both
India and Pakistan are bound

to seek solution of the Kashmir
dispute by ‘negotiation, en-
quiry, mediation, conciliation,
arbitration, judicial settle-
ment.”

It appears that both sides
have their entrenched positions
on the Kashmir dispute. It has
been seen that for the last 50
years. Lthe leaders of both coun-
tries , irrespective of political
parties, are imprisoned within
the traditional attitudes and
unless there is a break from the
hackneyed attitude, nothing
will happen. The political lead-
ers have to take political risks
and compromises in the long
lerm interest of the nation.

The visit will be considered a
lurning point in the history of
Lthe sub-continent if one of the
consequences of the Lahore
Declaration leads to a path
where both sides will have a
hard look at the core Kashmir
issue and initiate a new ground
to break the stalemate.

We all hope that this historic
visit of India's Prime Minister
to Lahore in 10 years for what
he hailed " as a defining mo-
ment in South Asian history”
turns into, in the words of Pak-
istan’'s Prirmme Minister “a race
for the social and economic de-
velopment of the region,” Some
how the leaders of both coun-
tries have to find a political
way out, otherwise the people of
South Asia will suffer,

The  writer is former
Bangladesh Ambassador to the
United Nations, Geneva.

major battle is raging be-
AE:WEEH the Opposition, the

akistan People's Party
headed by former prime minis-
ter Benazir Bhutto and the
Pakistan Muslim League of
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif.

The bone of contention is
whether Pakistan has changed
its stance on Kashmir or not
following the Indian Prime
Minister's visit to Pakistan.
The PPP alleges that a U-turn
has been brought about by Mr
Sharif on Kashmir, whaose
cause, it says, Pakistan has to-
tally abondoned. The Sharif
government says that this is to-
tally false and baseless and its
pursuit of peace with India in
no way signals its change of
heart on Kashmir. A year ago
this debate would have appeared
lotally irrelevant; perhaps it
would not have taken place at
all. This is because Kashmir
was one issue on which all the
mainstream political parties
took a stand that did not devi-
ate from the decades old official
position: that Kashmir will be-
come part of Pakistan.

From the speeches of their
leaders, in the manifestoes of
both the parties and from the
policies that they pursued while
in office not a shred of differ-
ence could be discerned on the
Kashmir issue. Both stuck to
the standard line that i) Kash-
miris have the right to self-de-
termination, but as defined by
the SC resolutions i.e. either
join India or Pakistan: ii) an
autonomous Kashmir or its in-
dependence is unacceptable; iii)
the more the Kashmir issue is
raised at international forums
and the fiercer the campaign
against India's violation of

human rights in the occupied
territory in different world

caﬁitals. the better it is for
Pakistan; iv) both wanted the
International community to
pressurise India to withdraw its
trunﬂs and hold a plebiscite; v)
neither was averse to third
party intervention to help re-
solve the issue; vi) neither ac-
cepted that the Simla Agree-
ment in any way has diluted the
relevance of the UNSC resolu-
tions on Kashmir: vii) both ac-
cuse each other of not doing
enough for the Kashmiris.

Now it is different, Mr Shar-
if's ]ireace burst vis a vis India
has led the Opposition to spear-
head a fmntai)oassault on the
government accusing it of be-
traying the Kashmiris.

The Opposition thinks that
the Kashmir issue's nature has
been changed and from a multi-
lateral, international issue. In
making this allegation the PPP
comes closer to the religious-
cum-political parties like the
Jamaat-e-Islami which are al-
ready crying for the blood of the
Sharif government for lettin
the Kashmiris down by talkin
to the Indians. The PPP rests its
case on history. At the eve of
partition of the subcontinent in
August 1947, the constitutional
position of some 500 princely
states, Kashmir being one of
them, was that paramountcy
was neither to be retained by
the British Crown nor could it
be transferred to the new gov-
ernment. The states had no
choice but to opt for either India
or Pakistan on the basis of the
religious majority there. The
state of Jammu and Kashmir
was ruled by a Hindu Maharaja,
Hari Singh, a descendant of
Gulab Singh, a Dogra Rajput
who had purchased the Kash-
mir Valley in 1846 on payment
of Rs 750,000 (824,200 at today's
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conversion rate) in cash plus a
naminal tribute to signify
British paramountcy. The state
had an overall Muslim major-
ity of 7' per cent, while in the
Valley, the Muslims numbered
93 cent.

e other factors, geograph-

by Syed Talat Hussain

Bridging the gap across the border, but back home. it's tough

ical contiguity and economic
dependence, too, linked Kash-
mir closely to Pakistan. In
early August 1947 Mohandas
Karamchand Gandhi, visited
Kashmir and persuaded the
Maharaja to replace Prime
Minister Ram Chandra Kak,

i

rKashmir: Now a Domestic Bone of Contention

who favoured an independent
Kashmir, and accede to India.
The guid pro quo was India's
support to the Maharaja
against his Muslim subjects
who had revolted following an
order by the Maharaja to sur-
render their arms to the police.
Muslims in Jammu, where
Hindus formed a considerable
portion of population and
where Sikhs and other mili-
tants from India had infil-
trated, were slaughtered by the
thousands.

Almost the entire Muslim
population of 500,000 was elimn-
inated: some 200,000 were
killed and the rest fled to then
West Pakistan. When war broke
out between India and Pak-
istan, India itself took the mat-
ter to the Security Council,
which formed a United Nations
Commission on India and Pak-
istan (UNCIP}. After protracted
debates, through two resolu-
tions the Security Council de-
cided that the dispute should be
settled by holding an impartial
and free plebiscite under the
auspices of the United Nations.
The resolutions of August 13,
1948, and January 5, 1949,
form the basis for the settle-
ment of the Kashmir dispute but
there has been no movement
towards their implementation
except that a ceasefire line was
effected on July 27, 1949, Later,
in 1957, the Security Council

assed another resolution reaf-
irming the principles .embod-
ied in its resolutions of April

21, 1948; June 3, 1948; March
14, 1950, and March 30, 1951,
and the UNCIP resolutions of

August 13, 1948, and January 5,
1949. The agreement signed on
July 3, 1972, by Prime ster

Indira Gandhi of India and
President Zulfikar Ali Bhutto

pledged both sides "to settle
their differences by peaceful
means through bilateral nego-
tiations or by any other peace-

ful means mutually agreed upon
between them."” Further,
"Pending the final settlement of

any of the problems between the
two countries, neither side
shall unilaterally alter the sit-
uation.” With respect to Kash-
mir, the Simla Agreement re-
sulted in a redefining of the-
CFL, from that time forth
known as the Line of Control
(LoC).

According to the Simla
Agreement, "in Jammu and
Kashimir, the Line of Control
resulting from the ceasefire of
December 17, 1971, shall be re-
spected by both sides without
prejudice to the recognised po-
sition of either side. Neither
side shall seek to alter it unilat-
erally, irrespective of mutual
differences and legal interpre-
tations. Both sides further un-
dertake to refrain from the
threat or the use of force in vio-
lation of this Line." Since then,
the PPP argues, Pakistan has
always said that Kashmir can-
not be-settled bilaterally and
that India needs to fulfill its
international obligations un-
der the United Nations Security
Council resolutions.

Now Mr Sharif by inviting
Mr Atal Bihari Vajpayee has
accepted the Indian position
that Kashmir is a bilateral
problem. For all earthy politi-
cal intents and purposes the
position has a strong handle
the beat the government with.
What remains to be seen is how
the government reacts to this
charge. Whether it holds firm to
its peace with India track or
whether it takes another U-turn
to save its political skin?



