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Plane crash
in China
kills 61

BEIJING, Feb 24: A Chinese
domestic airliner crashed toda
in southeast China, killing al
61 people aboard, the state-run
Xinhua News Agency reported,
reports AP,

The Russian-made Tupolev-
154 with 50 passengers and 11
crew members exploded at 4:20
pm as it neared its destination

of Wenzhou, a city in coastal

Zhejiang province about 400
kilometers south of Shanghai,
the state-run Xinhua News
ency reported.

e Po icepoand firefighters
ireated those injured during the
accident, Xinhua said, appar-
ently referring to people
wounded on the ground.

‘'l heard it. There was a
whirring sound and then an
explosion. The sound was ex-
tremely loud.” said a farmer in
a village who said he was a few
hundred meters from the crash
site. 'Tiere was fire. It was very
big.’

One villager was injured,
wwssibly by debris, and taken to
a hospital, said the farmer, who
refused lo give his name in a
telephone interview. He said the
plane came down in fields.

Local officials said the plane
crashed south of Rui'an, a city
30 kilometers south of Wen-
zhou,

First woman
poura chairman

Anen Begum became coun-
try’'s first elected woman mu-
nicipal chairman, reports UNB.

She won election to Cheng-
garchar municipality in
Chandpur securing 6,734 votes.

Election Commission
sources said Anen Begum de-
feated her nearest rival Mo-
hammad Rafiqul Islam alias
George by a margin of 3,030
voles.

. this pourasava, a total of
12.661 oul of 18,013 voters cast
their votes in the election held
on Tuesday. sources said.,

Ahmed Sharit
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val Bangla literature, Sharif
enriched the gamut of the lan-
guage and the literature with
many original contributions.

Author of more than-100
publications including some 40
original books of research and
personal essays, he edited some
40 manuscripts of the mediae-
val Bangla literature.

He also delivered 12 com-
memorative and institutional
lectures - all embodiments of
his scholastic views - at home
and abroad.

Two volumes of his Bangalee
and Bangla Sahitya, published
between 1978 and 1983, are
rated by the sub-continental
scholars as masterpieces. A ma-
Jor recognition came from the
Rabindra Bharati University.
India, which conferred upon
him the Doctor of Literature in
1995 for his contribution to
Bangla Literature,

In 1968, ihe Bangla Academy
honoured Sharif with its Liter-
ary Award. Daud Literary
Award went to him in 1969 and
the Ekushe Padak in as late as
1991.

However, many believe that
one of his major achievements
was Lhat he, unlike many of his

conlemporary scholars and.

academics, he had been able to
exact the hatred and enmity of
reactionary forces by the bold
expression of his own views,

The professor was also uni-
versally admired for his ability
lo say 'no’ to various material
temptations. Unfailingly, he
upheld his sense of integrity
and dignity all his life.

Uncompromising till death,
Sharif rose above all religious
and parochial outlooks towards
life. For his brave utterances
against communalism and su-
perstitions, autocracy and fas-
cism. lus life came under threat
many times. He did not care.

Sharif influenced many
youths, if not all who came
across him. Young people used
L0 pay regular visits to his resi-
dence and took part in the
weekly discussions on issues
ranging from the ideal way of
child rearing to modern theo-
ries of literature and philoso-
phy. Many young people found
Sharit younger than tﬁem dur-
ing thaose debates and discus-
sions.

Sharif will continue to live
in other dillerent ways, his
zntive scholarly contribu-
Lienie _part,

Sandhani, a voluntary or-
ganisation that receives .gnna-
tion of eyes for the poor blinds,
collected Sharif's eyes hours af-
ter he expired. His corneas went
to two blind men - Hafez
Khairul Alam Khokan from
Madaripur and Sakir Hossain
of Dhaka.

Sharif's body, now at the
BIRDEM mortuary, will be kept
at the central Shahid Minar gr
two hours from 3:30 pm Sunday
for a last glimpse by his admir-
crs. His body will then be
handed over to the Bangladesh.
Medical Cn]]tége authorities for
dissection and study by the stu-
dents. This will be done in ac-
cordance with his last wishes.

Iran gives Bangladesh land
to promote trade, ties

Iran has given Bangladesh
2000 square metres of land as a
gift in its prime Free Zone in
Kish Island in the Persian Gulf,
according to a message received

here from Bangladesh embassy
in Tehran, .
The land has been given to

Bangladesh by the Kish Free
‘Zone Organisation for promo-
tion of bilateral trade and eco-
nomic ties.

It was handed over to Bang-
ladesh Ambassador to Iran
Tufail K Haider by President of

Kish Free Zone Organisation:

Yazdanpanah Fadaee at a
simple ceremony in the island
recently. the message said on

Tuesday.
The land was given to

Bangladesh as a result of the
initiative and efforts taken by
the amnbassador.

Bangladesh has been paired
up as twins with the second

largest Iranian province of
Kerman, which has also been
iven 2000 square metres of
and next to the plot allotted to
Bangladesh.

Kerman will set up cornmer-
cial units, cultural and infor-
mation centres and industrial
projects. Likewise, Bangladesh
may establish her own com-
mercial economic and cultural
centres and industrial units in
the allotted land. This will be a
partnership arrangement as
twins between Bangladesh and
Kerman in business, industry,
tourism and culture,

Similar pairs between 10
other foreign countries and var-
rous provinces of Iran have al-
ready been selected. Bangladesh
is a partner in the eleventh
twinship.

Located only 18 km from the
southern shores of mainland
Iran, Kish Island has an area of

some 90 sq kms, It is the lead-
ing and most advanced of the
live Free Zones in Iran, situated
conveniently on the main Per-
sian Gulf trade route, some 200
kilometres west of Bander Ab-
bas port and the Strait of Hor-
Mmuz.

Over the past 3-4 years, the
Iranian government developed
the entire infrastructure at Kish
Free Zone in a massive drive to
provide local and foreign busi-
nessmen and investors with
utilitty services and other tax-
free tacilities for setting up in-
dustrial projects, and trade and
tourism centres. The result has
been quite spectacular,

To complete the process, a
bill has been introduced in the
Iranian Parliament to reform
existing laws to‘ensure security
to foreign investment, and set-
ting up of foreign banks and in-
surance conipanies there,
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- AL won't use armed forces | Two stabbed |

for political gains : Hasina

CHITTAGONG, Feb 24! Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina said
here today that Awami League
government would never use the
armed forces for political gains
and purposes, reports BSS,

velopinent and progress. She
said a country could not
progress and prosper if there
was a division among the peo-
ple. She said "enough damage
was done. We do not want any

"We want to keep the armed —more damage to our armed

forces above all political de-
bates as they symbolise the
country's unity and
sovereignty,” she said while ad-
dressing the commanding offi-
cers of East Bengal Regiment at
Chittagong Cantonment this
mnrnin%.

Chief of Army Staff Lt Gen-
eral Muhammad Mustafizur
Rahman and Commandant of
the East Bengal Regimental
Cenire (EBRC) Brigadier Reza-
qul Haider also spoke on the oc-
casion.

Sheikh Hasina, who is also
in charge of the Defence Min-
istry. said that armed forces
were used in the past by the
vested quarters to fulfil their

olitical ambitions. She said a
arge number of officers and
soldiers were killed due to divi-
sions and conllicts created pur-
posefully,

She said a lot of mothers had
lost their sons and wives their
husbands due to such conflicts
created by some vested quarters.
She said members of the armed
forces were hanged to death
through holding secret trials.

She urged them to earn peo-
ple’s confidence as it was very
important for the country’s de-

[erces.”

She said [alse propaganda
was carried oul against Awami
League with a purpose 1o malign
our party. "We have proved that
we want to develop the country
with the active cooperation of
all the cilizens,” she added.

She also addressed the offi-
cers and troops of the
Bangladesh Army at a ceremo-
nial parade marking the pre-
sentation of national standards
to the 'Durjoy Chobbis' and 'M-
rittunjoyi Pochish,” two battal-
ions of the East Bengal regi-
ment at the Shaheed M R
Chowdhury parade ground of
the East Bengal Regimental
Centre (EBRC) at Chittagong
Cantonment this morning.

Earlier., she reviewed the
smartly turned-out parade and
took salute at the impressive
march past on board an open
jeep.

On arrival at the parade
ground, the Prime Minister was
received by Chief of Army Staff
Lieutenant General Muhammad
Mustafizur Rahman, the Chit-
tagong Area Commander Major
General Abu Kaiser Fazlul
Kabir and EBRC Commandant
Brigadier Rezaqul Haider.

Opposition blasts
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lished news items. in which
they showed big turn out of vot-
£rs. As a result, credibility and
pet:;}:)le‘s confidence in those
Mmedia sections are decreasing
each day.

The BNP secretary general
said in the past the usual turn
out stood at 55 to 60 percent but
the government and Election
Commission have jointly
claimed the turn out to be
higher than that.

"How the turn out can be
high? All opposition parties are
boycotting the polls and non-
stop hartal is going on. Under
this situation., none but the
foolish can claim that turn out
of voters is higher (60 to 70 per
cent) what is the normal".
Bhuiyan said.

He said that no opposition
members are contesting the
election, but confirmed that a
lew local opposition leaders
and activists who have already
been expelled on charges of vio-
lation of party decision are.

He alleged that the Chief
Election Commissioner has be-
come an “agent” of the govern-
ment. "He (CEC]) is now speak-
ing ahead of the general secre-
tary of Awami League as if it is
the duty of him to speak more
than the ruling party leaders,”
Bhuiyan observed.

Turning to the hartal. the
BNP leader said last two days'
hartal became a complete suc-
cess as people from all walks of
life observed the shut down. He
hoped that people would con-
tinue to make the total 66-hour
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strike a complete success,

Replying td a question.
Bhuivan said the opposition
parties have been enforcing the
hartals in a peaceful manner,
but the government in the nanie
ol resisting the hartals resorted
lounabashed violence.

About sniper bomb attacks.
he said the povernment party is
ilself doing the criminal activi-
ties to blame the opposition, “I
walll to make il very clear that
we have no connection with
bomb blasts,” he added.

The BNP secretary Feneral
strongly condemned police ac-
tion on photo journalists in
front Jatiya Press Club yester-
day afternoon and demanded
exemplary punishment for
those responsible for the at-
tack.

JP presidium member Kazj
Firoz Rashid said that politics
has now become very risky and
political leaders and workers
are scared of terrorist acts being
commitied against them. *Due
to the unbearable violence per-
petrated by the government, we
hesitate to request our workers
to go for picketing. Both the po-
lice and AL terrorists are not al-
lowing the opposition workers
to take the roads and lanes."

It seems that the govern-
mernt, along with all the civil
and military law enforcing
agencies, has declared war on
the opposition, said Jamaat as-
sistant secretary general Mo-
hammad Kamruzzaman,

10J leader ARM Abdul .

Matin in his address said the
consequence of ignorance of 80
ger cent people's demand would
ring danger for the govern-
ment. The Awami League gov-
ernment is running the coun
as per the instruction of Delhi,
he alleged. '
The opposition leaders de-
manded immediate and uncon-
ditional release of all arrested
leaders and activists and halt of
repression and oppression.

. Tesist the attackers, the
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assailants entered the house of

Nazir and stabbed his elder |

brother Anwar at about 3 am
yesterday. When Nazir tried to
gang
dragged Nazir out of the house
and stabbed in his chest.

He was rushed to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
(DMCH) where the attending
doctors declared him dead at
around 5 am.

In the other incident, a gan
of about six led by a brother o
Gani's divorced wife attacked
him near a petrol pump in Am-
inbazar area at around 8:30 pm
on Tuesday, police said.

The gang stabbed Gani indis-
criminately and left the spot.
Gani died on the spot. Both the
bodies were senl to DMCH
morgue for autopsy.

Two murder cases were filed
withh Savar thana in connection
with the incidents yesterday.

50 municipalities
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pur, Kalia, Mongla Port and
Paikgaccha of Khulna division:
Barguna, Pirojpur, Bakerganj
and Nalchhiti of Barisal divi-
sion; Tangail, Mymensingh,
Durgapur, Bhairab, Nalitabari,
Narsingdi, Faridpur,
Madaripur, Tungipara and Ko-
taligara of Dhaka division.
hhatak, Madhabpur, Sri-
mangal and Kulaura of Sylhet
division, and Daudkandi, Haji-
anj, Kochua, Raipur, Noa-
hali, Chatkhil, Patiya, Khag-
rachhari and Rangamati of
Chittagong division.

Zillur
From Page 1
(Juoting press reporis. he
said BNP candidate was elected
chairman in Bagerhat where 73
per cent votes were cast. Even
Jatiya Party leader Mizanur
Rahman Chowdhury congratu-
lated the winning candidates of
Jativa Party.
€ Awami League leader
advised the opposition leader to
refrain from making untrue
statement to confuse people and
capture power through illegal
means and be respectful to
democracy and practice of
healthy politics.

D-38 officials
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lary Dr Taufiq Ali. who is the
coordinating official for the
summit, will preside over the
meeting of the D-8 commission,
the ofticial-level body of the
group,

The first summit of the
block was held in Istanbul,
Turkey, in June 1997, D-8
groups Bangladesh, Pakistan,
Iran, Turkey, E%{pt. Nigeria,
Indonesia and Malaysia.

The commission meetings
will be followed by a session of
the Council of Ministers on
Saturday to finalise the draft of
the agenda.

The heads of state and gov-
ernment are due to arrive in the
capital on February 28, Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina is ex-

[unopposed); Chen

pected to receive them at Zia
International Airport.

The heads of the delegations
will have a joint call on Presi-
dent Shahabuddin Ahmed.

Besides, they will lay
wreaths at the national mau-
soleumn at Savar and visit the
Bangabandhu Museum. The D-8
leaders will also have a river
cruise on the Buriganga and the

Meghna.

Police intercepted a BNP
during hartal yesterday.

procession led by Sadek Hossain Khoka MP near Motijheel thana

—Star photo

One killed during hartal
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cluding Khulna and My-
mensingh. hartal was observed
partially.

Our Mymensingh corre-
spondent reported that offices,
both public and private, busi-
ness establishments and educa-
lional institutions were open
during hartal hours in many
parts of the district yesterday.

In Narayanganj, the hartal
call was largely ignored for the
second day yesterday.

In capital Dhaka, police de-
tained 73 people on charges of
rioting,

Four political parties,
Bangladesh Nationalist party
(BNP), Jatiya Party, Jamaat-e-
[slami and Islamic Oikya Jote
enforced the shutdown to resist
municipal polls, which they
boycotted on the plea that the
polls would not be fair and free
under the incumbent Election
Commission.

Al least four on-duty press
photographers were injured

Poll results
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Brahmanbaria — Mohammad
Helal Uddin (20.558 voles):
Laxmipur — Mohammad Abu
Taher [unopposed); Basurhat —
Mirza Abdul Quader
archar —
Ms Anen Begum (6,734 votes).

Bhederganj (Shariatpur) —
Mohammad Abdul Hye Mia
(1.463 votes); Netrakona Sadar
— Mohammad Motiar Rahman
Khan (10,447 votes); Gopalpur
(Tangail) S A Eabgar
(unopposed); Sherpur (Bogra) —
Mujibur Rahman alias Mojnu
16,025 votes); Kishoreganj
Sadar — Mohammad Nurul Is-
lam alias Nuru (16,121 votes):
Daulatkhan (Bhola)] — Mamun-
ur-Rasheed Chowdhury (3,923
votes); Trisal (Mymensingh
Mohammad Abdur Rasheed
(4.757 votes): Ramganj]
(Laxmipur] — Mohammad Ali
Akbar 5,262 votes: Chatmohor
[Pabna] — Mohammad Abul
Kalam Azad Minto (12.886
votes); Gournadi (Barisal) —
Golam Sarowar Farooq (11,510
votes); Muktagachha (Mymen-
singh) — Kandkar Mohammad
Abdul Malek Shahidullah
(10.664 votes): Satkhira
Sheikh Ashraful Huq (9.703
voies):

Paluakhall — Moshtaque
Ahmed (10.422 votes): Bhera-
mara [(Kushtia) — Mohammad
Sirajul Hug Dudu (2,950 votes):
Mirpur (Kushtia) — Mohammad
Sali_Ful Khan Chowdhury Fa-
rooq (2,495 votes); Bhaluka
(Mymensingh] — Mohammad
Mofizuddin Sarker (2,335
votes): Lalmonirhat Mo-
hammad Lutfur Rahman [(8.251
votes); Rajbari — Ali Newaz
Mahmood (10,738 votes): Chan-
dina (Comilla) — Mohammad
Abdul Mannan Sarker (4,850
votes); Nabiganj (Hobiganj) —
Mohammad Tofazzal Hossain
Chowdhury (1,797 votes);
Shibchar (Madaripur) — Latif
Molla (4,025 votes): Bhuapur
(Tangail) Amirul Islam
Talukder alias Biddut (4.861
votes); Jhenidah (Jhenidah) —
Mosharral Hossain Mosha

|
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(14,201 votes); Shahjadpur
- (Siraj an{] — Mohammad
. Nazrul Islam (10,303 votes):

Char Borhanuddin (Bhola) —
Basir Ahmed Miah (1.501
votes), Damudda (Shariatpur) —

Humayun Kabir (2,969 votes).
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ZIA: Foreign nationals_

when police used baton on them
in front of the Jatiya Press Club
at around 4:15pm.

It ensued when a rickshaw-
puller was severely injured as
some unidentified miscreants
Lhrew crude bombs in front of
the Club where rickshaws were
waiting.

Shukkur Ali, 40, the rick-
shaw-puller, lost his right hand
as a result of the bomb injuries.
The amputation took place dur-
Ing an emergency operation at
DMCH in the evening.

Police stopped a minibus fol-
lowing the incident and re-
sorted to indiscriminate baton
charge after the explosion. The
cops soon turned on lensmen
trying to take snaps of the
events. Despite repeated re-
guests from the crowd to con-

uct a search inside the
minibus, police allowed it to
leave the place.

The injured press photogra-
phers included Amran Hossain
of The Daily Star. Hasanuzza-
man Tarun of the Manab Za-
min, and Mamun Abedin and
Saitul Islam of the Bhorer
Kagoj.

A clash erupted in city's
Maghbazar area last night be-
tween Jamaat activisis and
slum dwellers near the rail
track. The slum people threw
brickbats at the central office of
Jamaat immediately after a
tempo was set on fire by pro-
hartal elements near Century
Arcade sho lng mall.

Police lo %e teargas shells
to quell the one-hour fight.

A teenager, Khokon, received
injuries when a bomb exploded
in his hand at Bijoynagar early
afternoon.

Al least 10 people were in-
jured in running battles be-
tween activists of pro- and anti-
strikers at Shaheed Faruk Road
near Jatrabari crossing. Two,
identified as Saifur and Ja-
hangir, were admitted to Dhaka
Medical Cullegl;-, Hospital
(DMCH]) with bomb injuries.

They exploded hand bombs
off and on in the sprawling
neighbourhood. Some anti-har-
tal elements snatched camera
of Jewel, an on-duty lensman of
the Janakantha and assaulted

Sohrab. a press photographer of
Sangbad. Jewel later told re-
porters that attack on them was
absolutely unwarranted as they
were taking snaps of pro-hartal
activities.

Besides. incidents of cracker
explosions left Zahurul Islam,
36, injured near National
Sports Council offices, Majnu,
36, in Demra thana premises,
Alauddin in CMM Court area
and a teenager., Faisal, at
Bangladesh Math in the old
part of the city.

Our DMCH correspondent
reported that two youths, Sai-
qu 16, and Jahangir, 20, re-
ceived rubber bullets at Jatra-
bari in late afternoon. But no
details could be gathered im-
mediately.

An aged woman, Shar Banu,
and Humayun. a staff of a ver-
nacular newspaper, also re-
ceived bomb injuries near Kazi-
para bus stoppage and Saidabad
respectively.

Normal life in the capital
and elsewhere in the country
was disrupted during the hartal
hours. Quite a large number of
rickshaws were on the streets
but a few buses and tempos op-
erated in the city.

Schools remained closed
and attendance was thin at dif-
ferent government and private
offices in the capital.

Paramilitary BDR, riot po-
lice, armed corps and Ansars
guarded street junctions.

Inter-bank foreign exchange
transactions were carried out
on wire by some banks.

Long distance buses re-
mained in their garages, rail-
way officials said trains ran on
schedule.

Pro-strikers damaged rail
tracks on different routes early
Wednesday. Rail officials said
the tracks were restored soon
afterwards.

Out of nine Biman scheduled
flights on various domestic
routes, five were cancelled due
to lack of passengers. The rest
four domestic flights and all 11
international flights of Biman
operated on schedule.

Only a few motor launches
left the Sadarghat terminal in
the capital.

From Page 1

mented from Tuesday night.
Initially, the order was not to
issue visa to persons coming
from D-8 countries but since
yesterday, it is being applied to
all foreign nationals, an air-
port immigration official said.

Officials of different airlines
however claimed that they did
not receive any written notice
about the decision and were
conveyed it verbally.

Bangladesh had always fol-
lowed a liberal visa regime to
encourage foreigners, particu-
larly investors and tourists,
visit the country. The country's
missions abroad had made it
known that anyone willing to
Lravel to Bangladesh could col-
lect visa upon arrival at the
airport.

This facility was extended
for several years to encourage
foreign businessmen, investors
and tourists visit the country.
Visa or landing permil was is-
sued on arrival at the ZIA for
different durations ranging

from 72 hours to 10-15 days
11.1.}_::{}11 payment of requisite fees.

ere is also a separate counter
at the ZIA to give on-arrival
visa.

The sources said, on an av-
erage 30 to 50 foreign nationals
arrive in Bangladesh every day
and collect their visas from the
airport.

When contacted, DG Immi-
gration Wahidul Huq said, is-
suance of on-arrival visa has
been stopped temporarily and
will be resumed immediately
after the D-8 Summit,

Home Secretary Shafiur
Rahman, when contacted, said
the measure has been taken for
security. The authorities can
suspend such facilities if they
felt it necessary, he said .

Businessmen and airline of-
ficials however felt that sus-
pension of any facility extended
for long and known world-wide
should have been properly
communicated weeks belore
through a special travelers ad-
visory.

Garment quota for US _
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December and rest 25 per cent
was given recently.” Razzaq
said.

There are 21 and 10 different
quota categories explaining the
type of apparels that are to be
exported to the USA and
Canada respectively.

The export limit known as
‘quota’ is finalised by the US
and Canada authorities in con-
sultation with the government'’s
meoeniloring agency EPB.

Subsequently, the EPB dis-
tributes the quotas among local
producers.

The limit this year has been
increased by 10 per cent over
the previous year’s in agree-
ment with the importing na-
tions.

However, Bangladesh Gar-
ments Manufacturers and ex-

| porters Association (BGMEA)

has been lobbying to increase
the quota by at least 30 per cent.
Out of the total export limit,
five per cent is reserved for po-
tential exporters, which is
called ‘free quota’. and 10 per
cent for local fabrics. Addition-
ally, five per cent of the free
quota remains reserved for
state-owned enterprise TCB.

The EPB, however, in a re-
cent report, opposed reserving
five per cent free quota for TCB
as it does not manufacture or
export garments directly.

Bangladesh performed well
last year in exporting garment
products to the US and Canada.
A number of quota limits were
fulfilled in the month of Octo-
ber-November despite facing
tremendous difficulties in
shipment due to prolonged

wear, bras and ba

tloods,

The major export categories
to those countries include
shirts, skirts, trousers, terry
towel, shop towels, sweater,
coats, gloves, playsuits, under-
garments.

Starting in the late 70s, the
garments sector has shown
tremendous growth in
Bangladesh over the years

bringing in foreign currency
and generating employment for

the people.
The number of garment
manufacturing and expnrting

factories has increased to 326

from only 800 nine years back.
he sector now employs
arosind 10 lakh people and
earjis around 70 per cent of
cogatry’s total export earnings.
e foreign currency earn-
ing {from the sector now stands
at around US $4 billion.

Sharif to visit
Sunderbans

March 3

Pakistan Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif, who will be in
Bangladesh soon in connection
with the second D-8 summit,
will visit the Sunderbans, a
source at the Ministry ol For-
eign Affairs said yesterday, re-
porls B55.

Sunderbans has recently
been designated by UNESCO as
a world heritage.

The heads of government
and state of member countries
of D-8 will start coming from
February 28 to attend the sum-
mit.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will inaugurate the two-
day summit on March 1.

Sharif will visit the Sunder-
bans on March 3. He will be re-
ceived there by Syeda Sajeda
Chowdhury, Minister for Forest
and Envircnment, the source
added.

Snipers
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Shukkur Ali mel the worst
tragedy of his life just as he was
about to carry a Sheorapara-
bound passenger from in front
of the Jatiya Press Club in the
city al about 4 pm yesterday. the
second day of the three-day
shutdown. After taking the first
hartal day off, he started work
on the second as he had no
money to buy food for his eight-
member family living at Baosi-
abad colony in Mirpur,

Panic gripped the entire
press club area after a hand-
made bomb blasted with a
thunderous socund. The bomb
fell on Ali's right hand as he
was starling for Sheorapara.
Simultaneously a mini bus that
had touched the press club stop-
page sped away.

However, it was not clear if
the thrower was actually in that
bus or in a hideout across the
road. that witnessed [requent
movement of public service au-
tomobiles,

Some of the witnesses said
that the bommb came from the
other side of the road where
several multi-story buildings
stand. They viewed that the tar-

el of the bomb.attack was the
us, plying in defiance of the
Opposition shutdown, or the po-
lice obstructing picketling on
the hartal hours. But the rick
shawpuller, positioned in be-
lween the bus and the police
leam. became the unfortunate
victim.

Others, who also saw the in-
cident. said the cracker might
have come [rom the mini bus
that sped away from the scene.

However, a vendor who was
very close to the viclim, said
the mini bus stopped to load
and unload passengers as usual
and had to HEE to avoid the ex-
plosion.

Before the Shukkur Ali story
could be sorted out, another
cracker was thrown on a mini
bus, yards away from the spot of
the first explosion. But the sec-
ond explosion did not hurt any-
body.

Police stopped the bus and
started bealing up the panicked
passengers who had departed
the automobile. Press photog-
raphers’ taking snaps of the
beating angered the policemen
who then came dowt on the
lensemen. injuring at least six
of them.

Shukkur Ali was amiong
dozens of others who were criti-
cally injured in bomb attacks
by snipers. a trend of violence
that marked the second day of
the opposition shutdown coun-
trywide just like it had marked
the first.

Crackers were hurled on
buses, tempos, rickshaws and
on streets at different parts of
the capital on both days. The
list of victims from these at-
tacks range from a seven-year
old girl to a 50-year old woman,
a BOI official to a daily Aajker
Kagoj peon, a on-duty police se-
Poy lo a pro-hartal picket and
garments workers and to an au-
tomobile driver.

Feni gunfight
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brought the situation under
control. A tense situation has
been prevailing since the inci-
dent.

Besides, during the second
day ol three-day countrywide
hartal, two people. including a
newspaper hawker, were in-
jured in Feni town in sporadic
clashes and cracker blasts by
pro and anti-hartal activists.

Sources said the hawker,
Ahmed Karim Bhuttu, 18, and
Jahangir were injured in the
cracker blasts by pickets in the
morning.

The pro-hartal elements
also sealed off some local clin-
ivs that opened during the har-
tal hours.

Hajj thights
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the national carrier charters
aircraft readily available from
bigger airlines, Biman would
sufler more in operating its in-
ternational flights.

Earlier this month, it had
trouble with its New York flight
returning home after five days.
The DC-10 just overhauled at a
huge cost at a Singapore lirm
ha§ lot of trouble,

Sources alleged that the na-
tional airline had been made to
offer the lucrative job of over-
hauling its DC-10 to the Singa-
pore firm and the charter con-
tract for Hajj flights to the US
company by powerful quarters,
who represent their interests in

Bangladesh.



