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Municipal polls
Opposition
blasts
media 'for
misreporting’

By Staff Correspondent

Opposition parties boy-
cotting the municipal pu!rs
vesterday reiterated their claim
that the turn out of voters in
last two days didn't exceed 10
per cent and asked the govern-

ment to immediately cancel the

polls and accept their 4-point
demand.

"Cancel the elections for the
grealer interest of the democ-
racy, development and free the
country from the conflicting
situation that is currently
prevalent,” said BNP secretary
general Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan while addressing a
press briefing at 29 Minto Road
yeslerday evening.

Leaders of the opposition al-
liance — Jaliya Party, Jamaat-

Voting 'peaceful

on second day

On the second day of three-
day municipal elections yester-
day polling took place by and
large peacefully in 30 Pou-
rasavas in 22 districls, officials
said. reports UUNB.

"Alike Tuesday, casting of
votes began in time at 8 am in
all 398 centres, but the authori-
ties had to cross the 4 pm dead-
line due to overcrowding of vot-
ers,” Election Cominissioner
Abidur Rahman told newsmen
at a briefing at the EC office yes-
terday evening.

Voting in 18 centres of five
municipalities was postponed
following poll viclence on
Tuesday.

Rahman said Chief Election
Commissioner Abu Hena would
visit different polling centres
loday along with journalists.
Six joint secrelary-level offi-
cials also would visit election
centres in six divisions to take
stock ol the overall situation.

Lre.

At least 15 people were in-
Jured in the post-election spo-
radic clashes between the sup-
porlers ol apparently deleated
and winning candidates. Two
shops and some 20 homes were
also ransacked by the maraud-
ers, Eolice and locals said.

They said the fighting be-
tween the supporters of
Shahidur Rahman and Zul-
hazuddin at Chakpathak and
Sheripara in the town left 15
injured, six critjcally.

Zulhazuddin, Tozi, Mizan,
Razu, Mofazzal and Afzal were
admitted to hospital.

Local people said sporadic
clashes between the supporters
ol the candidates scattered over
different areas of the lown pan-
icking the townsmen.

Another report says, angry
supporters of a chairman can-
didate ol Matlab pourasava yes-

Election |
results

Following are the names of
unofficially elected chairman
ol different pourashavas, ac-
cording to Election Commis-
sion, reports UNB,

Rangpur (Rangpur) — Kazi
Mohammad Zinnun (32,031
votes); Panchagarh — Najim
Uddin Ahmed (8,383 votes):
Thakurgaon — Mohammad Ak-
bar Hossain (4,857 votes): Dina-
jpur — Syed Mosaddeq Hossain
Labu (20,301 votes); Nababganj
— Mohammad Moinuddin
Mandal (14,401 voles): Godagari
(Rajshahi) — Mohammad Abdur
Razzak (6,611 .,votes); Tanor
(Rajshahi] — Mohammad Er-
man Ali Mollah (3,102 votes):
Bera (Pabna) — Abdul Baien
(9.396 voles); Kotchandpur — A
K M Sirazul Haque (5,996 votes):
Madhupur (Tangail]l — Mo-
hammad Shahidu] Islam Sha-
heed (10,601 votes): Ghatail
(Tangail) — Mohammad Hasan
Ali (unopposed); Dhanbari
(Tangail) — Badiul Alam (8.154
votes), Iswarganj (Mymensingh)
— Mohammad Habibur Rahman

Taufiquzzaman (4,510 votes):

By Staff Correspondent

One person was killed and
over 50 inchuding six newsmen
were injured yesterday, the sec-
of the Opposition-
sponsored three-day country-
wide hartal.

Reports from across the
country said the hartal. unlike
previous occasions, failed to
make much impact on public
life in many districts. Even the
local elections, the main target,
were largely unaffected by
opposition-called shutdown.

The dead was identified as
Masud, a lgcal Jubo Dal leader
in Rajshahi, said our corre-

ond day

spondent.

Masud blamed miscreants for
his death,
succumbed to injuries received
from bombs he was making at
Pathanpara arca in the north-

erT city.

the

While the family of

police said Masud
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One killed in Rajshahi on

_second day of hartal

Ahmed Sharif

PASSES away
By Staff Correspondent

A yvoung septuagenarian, Dr.
Ahmed Sharif has died.

The colourful scholarly life
of Sharif. a retired professor of
Bangla at Dhaka University,
came to an end as he breathed

. lerday confined the local TNO : = , his last on 'his way to

e-Islami and Islamic Dik}r:a Jote A report l'rngn Sherpux: says. in hig office for [ive hours de- }P?J}B;Tfjmin‘;{?]!jeﬂ' MDE;‘Q%‘;‘J . 1Gtherw15e, ha:_Lal was peace- | Suhrawardi Hospital at 1: 40
also spoke at the press briefing. | activists of rival candidates manding fair elections in two Rafiq Uddin Bhuiyan (3.522 U’ Yeslerday barring some | am Wednesday.

Replying lo a uestion, wentl on ﬁghimg and luntlr}g centres nl_" the municipality voles): Kalkiig — Muhamlmad %lll;a:i; :nmélent? of V;](}IEIIEE i1 A massive heart attack

Mannan Bhuiyan said the for- fresterda}r in a string of poll vio- where voting was postponed aXa and at lew other places | brought the end to the life begun

eign media as well as some local
newspapers broadcast and pub-

See Page 12 Col 2
D-8 summit; 2
heads of state

due Sunday

By Staff Correspondent

Three heads of state and gov-
emiment scheduled to attend the
D-8 Summit in Dhaka will start
arriving here from February 28,
according to diplomatic
sources,

The first to arrive would be
Malaysian Prime Minister Ma-
hathir Mohammad. heading a
big delegation. He will arrive in
the alternoon of February 28
and leave Dhaka on March 3.

Turkish President Suleyman
Demeril will also arrive on
February 28 with a 60-member
team. He would leave on March
3

ence that disrupted municipal
election there.

In protest, the local Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry
called an indefinite general
strike in the district headquar-
lers yesterday as a meeting be-
lween them and the adminis-
tration at noon ended in [ail-

Tuesday.

Witnesses said several hun-
dred supporters of Dr Shamsur
Rahman, one of the chairman
candidates of the pourasava,
gheraoed the TNO office this
noon accusing the authorities
of P]aying ducks and drakes
with the election results.

Gopalganj — Mohammad Ali
Khan (9,023 votes): Naria —
Haidar Alij (unopposed):
Sunamganj — Dewan Muminul
Moijuddin (9,919 votes):
Sayeshilaganj — Mohammad
Abdur Razzak (1.903 voles):

See Page 12 Col 5

Foreign nationals denied entry,
returned back from ZIA

Dozens of foreign nationals
were refused on-arrival visa at
the Zia International Airport
since Tuesday night and were
returned by first available
flights as the government en-
lorced "securily measures” for
the ferthcoming D-8 Summit.

Foreign nationals having

By Staff Correspondent

'Security measures'
for D-8 summit

ZIA Tuesday night.

Yesterday, 16 passengers
who arrived by a Thai Airways
llight from different western

have to collect their return pas-
sage money later, he said .

Three passengers, two of
them Koreans and one
Nepalese. were denied entry and
were staying at the lounge last
night as they were refused visas
after they arrived by a Biman
flight from Kathmandu.

o b Bl

in the country.

In Pabna, according to our
correspondent, some 12 people
belonging to Awami League and
BNP received injuries in sepa-
rate incidents of bomb explo-
slons occurred during their
production process.

In some other districts in-
See Page 12 Col 5

on February 13 1921,

A consumnate rational hu-
manist, Sharil has left behind a
legacy for those still fighting
fascist ideas, autocralic views,
commurialism and supersti-
fions.

However. one of the few spe-
cialists in the field of mediae-

See Pape 12 Col 1

One killed in
Feni gunfight

FENIL Feb 24: A gunfight be-
tween two factions of Bangla-
desh Chhatra League (BCL) left a
press worker dead and six
others injured in Dagan-
bhuiyan thana today. reports
UNB.

The deceased was identified
as Alamgir Hossain Harun, 28
son of Abdus Sobhan of Edilpur
in Senbag thana of Noakhali
district and a compositor of
Mamun Press at Daganbhuiyan
Bazar. o

Police said both the factions
clashed over collection of sti-

Pakistani Prime Minister | no prior Bangladeshi visa will countries. were denied entry Two loreigners who arrived pend forims from Igbal Memo-
Nawaz Sharif is due in the ot be given visa or entry Eer— and returned in the airliner's by a British Airways flight were rial College at about 1 pm.
morning of March 1. He will | mit at the airport till March 4. return flight. allowed entry after officials | i (SN G Ty = - - Wl seven people. including
also leave on March 3. two-day after the D-8 Summit Station Manager of Thai Irom the British High Commis- :

Foreign ministers of most of
the eight-nation organisation
are expected to arrive on Febru-
ary 26 and 27. They would par-
ticipate in the Counecil of Minis-
ters conference of D-8 on
February 27.

The two-day Summit begins
on Mareh 1.

Meeting of D-8
officials
begins today

ends, immigration officials
said yesterday.

The foreigners denied entry
till 9 pm yesterday were {rom
several countries including
[taly. the Netherlands. Aus-
tralia, Taiwan, US , Korea and
Nepal.

Six passengers, five ol them
lrom Indonesia and one from
Malayasia, were returned in the
same {light after they landed at

Airways at ZIA |, Z Karim said
that the airliner's return flight
was delayed and there were lot
of difficultfes as all the 18 for-
eigners who were refused visas
had to be accommaodated. He
sald mosl of the passengers had
come on business trips to
Bangladesh. Some of the pas-
sengers did not possess return
tickets or were on way to other
destinations. The airline will

sion went (o the airport and
pleaded with immigration offi-
cials.

Scurces at the Airport lint
migration said that they had an
order {rom the Home Ministry
lo slop issuing landing permil
or visa to all foreigners coming
with no prior visa.

The order was issued on
February 18 but was imple-

See Page 12 Col 6

Another victim of hartal violence
(Top) Bomb attack victim, rickshawpuller Shukkur Alj, being taken to
rickshaw-puller and (above) Police raidin

near the Press Club in the city yesterday.

DMCH by a fellow
g a bus, suspected to be carrying a bomb thrower

—Star photo

Conspiracy to

Surprising snipers

Harun, were critically injured.

Harun received bullet
wounds during gunfight and
succumbed to his injuries at the
Sadar Hospital,

Five others were admitted to
Daganbhuiyan Thana Health
Complex where the condition of
Bachchu Mia. a hotel owner. is
stated to be critical.

Police rushed to the spot and

See Page.12 Col 8

One killed 1in
Kushtia

Ctg bort operations
come to a halt

From Nurul Alam

Hayjj flights: Biman
lands in trouble

By Special Correspondent

A two-day meeting of the
senior officials of Developing
Eight (D-8) countries begins in
Dhaka today, reports APB.

Sources at the Foreign Office
told the news agency that they
would discuss and draft the
agenda ol the two-day second
summit of the new economic

leave a gory trail of
unaware victims

By Nazmul Ashraf

Rickshawpuller Shukkur
Ali was desperate for help after
a cracker fell on his right hand
and shattered it. Hand bleed-

snatch voting
rights foiled,
says Zillur

Awami League general secre-
tary Zillur Rahman has said

gunbattle

From Our Correspondent

KUSHTIA, Feb 24: Manwar
Hossain, 28, a JSD activist, was
killed in a gunbattle allegedly

ilgrims  schedul
prgriins scheduled 1o travel to between armed cadres of Purba-

Bangladesh Biman has
Jeddah by that flighit.

landed in trouble over carrying

CHITTAGONG, Feb 24: The suspension of delivery. they

block that is scheduled to be
held in Dhaka March 1-2.

Hajj pilgrims due to failure of
‘Air Chartered World', a US-

It enraged the enlisted pas-
sengers as they were uncere-

people have foiled opposition
leader Khaleda Zia's conspiracy
to kill democracy and snatch

country s main seaport here has
reached a near-collapse situa-

said.
The number ol containers

ing, he begged the police, news-
men and others present for

banglar Communist Party and

J5D Gonobahini at Jhoudia
uncder Sadar thana of the dis-

; S . based unlisted company, to Honiously abandoned from the : : - bon with about seven lakh tons with import goods dumped at i _
Hlzi:i;nf:wﬂf;ﬂlﬁ;ighﬂrurftgEltllillel provide the national airline lirst [light and the second VOLIE nghts by la]{lllg part in of struck-up import cargo and the jetty yards has increased to he]p._ But none came }?}'ﬂlb H}d];: tricl town today. :
"-5-1: mmil at Hotel gShEl'atDn'S two Boeing-777 aircraft. Hight }'Eﬁif'-fd?é}’- the municipal elections, reperts | gn stranded vessels due to har- 14,000 causing a space conges- | __Fmallﬁr‘ it w}?s Al .IEE nﬁ 3 Eye wilnesses said that &gun—
Winler GE:rcien B i ante (b Biman inaugurated Hajj Biman had provided them UNB, lal, port sources said. tion. The Chittagong port has a shawpuller who carrie 1€ | battle took place between 11 am

tre,
Additional Foreign Secre-

See Page 12 Col 4

NOTICE

Alternatives will be pub-
lished on Saturday (February

27)

— Inside Today
Article

Kazi Aref’s
Killing: A
Pointer to Law
and Order

Nepal willing to expand
business with

the ‘National Day of the
State of Kuwait’ on
Pages 7,8 & 9

Prayer Timings

flight with a DC-10 carrying
301 pilgrims, cancelling its reg-
ular flight to New York on
Tuesday. jettisoning 79 other

Two stabbed to

death 1n Savar
By Staff Correspondent

Two persons were stabbed o
death in separate incidents in
Savar thana in the last two
days.

The dead were identified as
Nazir Hossain. 18, son of Mo-
hammad Shajahan, a resident
of Jhau Char and Mal Gani, 60.
a tesident of Manik Nagar in
Aminbazar area, police and
hospital sources said.

No one, however, was ar-
rested in connection with the
killing of Nazir while four per-

lhe schedule but non-availabil-
ily of the two wide-bodied Boe-
Ng-777 lorced it to drop the 79
people and place them on other
[ligihts.

Based on Lhe calculation
that the two wide-bodied air-
craft will carry 380 passengers
per flight. Bimann had made ar-
rangements for 7224 ballotee
pilgrims and 14,000 non-ballo-
lee pilgrims.

But this put Biman into
trouble to keep its schedule for
24 international destinations
with four DC-10 and two Airbus
A-310 aircraft.

Faced with the problem, Bi-
man contacted Sky Jet, a Brus-
sels-based company. to charter
two DC-10 aircralt .The com-
pany was the second lowest bid-
der in an open 'tender for pro-
viding chartered wide-bodied
aircraft for Hajj flights, which

Zillur in a press statemernl
yesterday criticised Khaleda's
reniarks aboul turnout of voters
in the election.

He lermed opposition lead-
er s remarks as misleading and
fabricated as independent ob-
servations of election monitor-
ing agencies, newspapers and
press claimed that people went
lo Lhe polling centres lo casi
vote delying opposition boycott
and hartal.

On the first ¢ay of the elec-
tion, he said candidates of vari-
ous political parties, including
BNF. Jatiya Pariy and Jamaat.

were elected chairmen and
COIMTHSSIONers,

Claiming that election was
peaceful, he said polling at only
18 centres oul of 983 in 56 mu-
nicipalities was postponed.

He said defying the hartal,
huge voters, including a large

Of the stuck-up import cargo,
five lakh tons are in ships and
two lakh tons are stockpiled at
jetty sheds and vards due (o

Polls in rest 50
municipalities
today

By Statf Correspondent

On the third and final day
today, election will be held in
rest 50 municipalities under six
administrative divisions of the
country,

Polling will start at 8 am
and close al 5 pm,

Polling will be held today at
Pirganj, Setabganj, Parbatipur,
Syedpur, Haragacch, Kurigram,
Gaibandha, Panchbibi. Shan-
tahar, Naogaon. Rohonpur.

cdapacity to accomunodale
around 10,000 containers only,
they said.

The space congestion has
blocked unloading of another
4. 000 containers from 11
siranded container vessels.

Besides, other unloaded
cargo including loodgrains are
piled up at jetty sheds due to
suspension of delivery, they
said,

Out of the 83 stranded ves-
sels including 30 loaded with
loaddrains, 57 are stuck-up in a
trafljc-jam at the outer anchor-
dge, Lhe sources said.

A senior official of the port
saic], "activities have come lo a
halt cjue to congestion, Until the
hartsl ended, we have no way
out to overcome the crisis. It
wil| take time to clear the back-
log",

shipment of export cargo is

maimed Shukkur Ali to the
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
On the way. the story
another morbid turn. A BTV
reporter stopped Shukkur and
interviewed him, further delay-
ing the treatinent that was so
urgently required.

Doctors al the DMCH had to
amputalte Ali's right hand, wvir-
exterminating his
rhances of living a normal life.

See Page 12 Col 8

tal.

tually

r took

and 2 pm. Three others injured
during the incident are missing,
local people said.

Alamdanga police however
claimed that Manwar was
killed in a gunbattle with po-
lice. His body was taken to
Alamdanga police station.

Police said they also ar-
resied 5 persons immediately
after the incident. They were
identified as Monzil. Shahidul,
Ezhar. Milon and Arzoo.

Situation SOTIS, includinfg 4 woman were it did last year, number of women, exercised Charghat. Gurudaspur, Ulla- also being delayed due to the
arrested for their alleged in- Bul the company's efforts to their [ranchise in 965 cenltres para and Paban of Rajshahi di- dislocation at the port, he said.
Column: Currents and volvement in the murder of provide the aircraft remained | on Tuesday registering the vision. On the other hand. opera-
? Gani, police said. uncertain till yesterday. turrioul over 70 per cent on an Rumarkhali, Jiban Nagar. tional cost of the stranded shiﬁs
Crosscurrents Savar police said a gang of Avialion sources said unless average, Meherpur. Kaliganj, Moniram-  will go up due to overstay at the
by M M Rezaul Karim See Page 12 Col 4 See Page 12 Col 8 See Page 12 Col 4 See Page 12 Col 4 porl. he said,
Page 4 i = S f S
_ Garment quota for US,
Business

Canada goes up by 10pc

By Rafiqg Hasan

The Export Promotion Bu-
reau [EPB) has already finalised
the list of local garments manu-
facturers and exporters that are
due to receive the different cate-
gories of quota orders.

"We have finalised the list

ple and bring in large amounts
of foreign currency,” said Abdur
Razzaq.

Ir1 the past. the final quola
allotments were given during
the months of March- April,
causing tremendous difficulties
for the manufacturers and ex-

Ball;lgladZSh Bangladesh will be allowed manuf_al:turf:rrs Lo int:rir:i*as-:i: Eﬁv BRI w ‘{w W ﬁm‘a Hrer
age to export more than 3.5 crore  port lrom the country, ¢
dozen pieces ol apparel prod- ”””% ; s AW W W | ﬁtﬁ -1} A1 £ ) R [ T | [AUT
ucts to the US and Canada this lhe government wa
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pp € ies, marking : ‘ h try as much as
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increase over the previous possible because it is the only w m ﬁT"’T m ﬁt W ﬁﬁ'ﬂ?,
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