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Only 3 foreign
heads of state
now to attend

D-8 summit
By Staff Corrrespondent

Only three foreign heads of
state or government are now
likely to attend the eight-na-
tion D-8 Summit in Dhaka, be-
ginning on March one, diplo-
matic sources said yesterday.

They are Malaysian Prime
Minister Mahathir Moham-
mad, Turkish President Sule-
yeman Demeril and Pakistan
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif,
the sources told The Daily Star.
All the three leaders had earlier
visited Bangladesh.

President of Indonesia B J
Habibie has communicated that
he would not be in a position to
attend the Dhaka Summit. The
Indonesian delegation would be
led by its Minister for People's
Welfare and Poverty Eradica-
tion.

[ranian President Khatami
has also conveyed his inability
to attend. His country's delega-
tion would be headed by First
Vice -President Dr. Hahibie.

President of Egypt Hosni
Mubarak has also conveyed his
inability to be in Dhaka for the
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Meeting of D-8
officials begins
tomorrow

A high-level meeting chaired
by the Prime Minister in the
city yesterday discussed prepa-
rations and programmes of the
D-8 Summit in Dhaka, reports
UNB.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will open the two-day
summit at Hotel Sheraton on
March 1. It will adopt Dhaka
Declaration on the concluding
day.

The D-8 was floated in Is-
tanbul in 1997 to enhance eco-
nomic cooperation among eight
developing Muslim countries.

Senior officials of the mem-
ber countries will start arriving
in the capital today for a two-
day commissioners' (officials)
meeting beginning tomorrow
(February 25J.

it will be followed by the
Council of Ministers' (Foreign | £
Ministers] meeting on February e e
AL F :

Indonesian President,
Malaysian Prime Minister.
Turkish President., First Vice-

Defying boycott and harlal
called by the BNP-led opposi-
tion. election in 54 municipali-
ties across the country was held
yesterday, the [lirst day of a
three-day voting fray, reports
UNB.

However, the Election
Commission had to posipone
polling in 18 out of 930 centres
following clashes between sup-
porters of rival candidates and
snatching of ballot boxes.

Among the troubled centres
12 are in Sherpur, three in
Kushtia, and one each is in Mat-
lab of Chandpur, Sirajganj and
Jessore. .

Chielf Election Commis-
sioner Mohammad Abu Hena
told reporters that yesterday
voting was by and large peace-
ful. Quoting field reporls he ap-
preciated turmout as good and
salislactory. "Voters' participa-
lion was spontaneous and fe-
male voter turnout quilte good "

UNB district correspondents
reported that election were held
amidst mirth and enthusiasm,
barring a few incidents of vio-
lenice.

At least 50 people were in-
jured in election related clashes
during voting in Sirajgani
Pourashava.

Police lobbed tear gas canis-
lers. fired bullets and charged
balon to disperse the warrin
groups who lought a pitche
battle exploding bombs. Au-
Lthorities also suspended voting
in one centre.

Of the injured, 26 people
were hospitalised while the rest
were given [irst aid.

Police said supporters of two
commissioners chked in a
clash over rasting of fake votes
at Ranigram Government Pri-
mary School, exploding a series
of bombs at about 12 noon. Nine
bundles of ballot papers were
snatched during the clash that
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Chamber chiefs
sweat over

renewed strikes
By Staff Correspondent

Business leaders. worried
about the country's unstable po-
litical environment, have said
once again that hartals are
highly undesirable for an econ-
omy that has already been crip-
pled by a bout of prolonged
flood and political unrest,

Speaking to The Daily Star
in the wake of the three-day
shutdown from yesterday, they
warned that their woes would be
compounded by the new spate of
strikes.

Chamber leaders insisied
that nothing rivalled hartals’
power in destroying the econ-
omy. “lt hurts all and benefits
no one,” said FBBCI president
Abdul Awal Minloo. b

They renewed their plea that B
the politicians try to devise an
alternative form of protest,

Meanwhile, chamber leaders
will continue their efforts in
bringing President Shahabud-

Municipality yesterday (top)
the morning.

#
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First day of municipal polls

Voting in 18 out of 930
centres postponed

left 26 people injured.

Police fired five tlear gas
shells and five rounds of bullet
lo disperse the rioting groups.
Authorities later suspended
voting in the centre.

At about 11 am, supporters
of the two commissioner candi-
dates landed in a clash, also
over casting fake votes at
Beparipara Primary School
centre. Five houses were ran-
sacked during the clash, leaving
25 people injured.

Police also lobbed tear gas
canisters and fired shots to con-
trol the situation.

In Sherpur, another 50 peo-
ple were injured including po-
lice and Iwo commissioner
candidates, in a massive poll
violence,

Authorities had (o postpone
voung in 12 out of 23 polling
centres amid the troubles which
police quelled by clubbing and
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centre 1n Munshiganj

and another polling centre in the same municipality at 10 in

—3Star photo

din Ahmed into efforts to calm
the political nerve. “He has as-
See Page 12 Col 8

Announcement

We regret (o announce
publication of a 12-page is-
sue of The Daily Star instead
of usual 16 pages till Thurs-
day due to unavoidable rea-
sons. We shall revert to our
usual format from Friday.

— Editor

The visiling Director Gen-
eral of the World Trade Organi-
sation (WTQO)] has prescribed hi-
lateral and regional negotia-
lions lor lowering Bangladesh's
lrade imbalance with its neigh.
houring countries, reports APB.

"This is the way ol solving
problems ... that's the game,”
Renato Ruggiero said at a press
conlerence at Sheraton Hotel
vesterday evening when asked
aboul the WTO's role in narrow-
ing the huge trade gap between
Bangladesh and India.

In this context, he referred
other smaller couniries in
other parts of the world which
faced similar problems of trade
imbalance with their bigger

Politics of Polls
Testing Public

WTO chief on
trade gap

the trade gap. He said that 1Ay
a non-tarilf barriers were being
lowered by India.

On zero-tarifl access into the
markets of the industrialised
nations, Ruggiero reilerated his
support for the plea and said,
LDCs deserve the access ... |
don't see any resistance against
the idea of allowing zero-tariff
access for them."

He pointed out that British
Prime Minister Tony Blair and
other western leaders supported
Lhe idea.

Ruggiero said that the issue
made some progress both polit-
ically and economically at the
international level and hoped
that the matter would get a con-
erete shape during the next WTO
ministerial meeting to be held

Negotiations hold the key

i US later this year.

He said WTO should not be
seen as a 'rich man's club’, but it
would delinitely serve the in-
terest of the LDCs,

On the restriction ol subsidy
lor agriculture. the WTO chief
executive saud that this would
be & main issue in the next mul-
tilateral negotiations and
hoped that the developed na-
tionts would abolish subsidy for
on their agriculture.

In this context. he said that
there were huge potentials in
Bangladesh's agriculture. "
share the idea that you have to
do more in your agriculture.”

Aboul sctting up an office of
the WTQO in Dhaka. Ruggiero
sald the organisations has an
arnbitious plan to have its office
in every member country, "But
we don't have enough resources
at the moment.’

He, however, said a WTO rel-
erence centre would be set up in
Dhaka to keep Bangladesh and

See Page 12 Col 3

Election
results

Following are the names of
unofficially elected chairmen
of different pourasavas, accord-
ing to the Election Commission
Secretariat, reports UNB.

Gouripur (Mymensingh) — M
Abdul Ali (3,864 votes); Bajitpur
(Kishoreganj) — Mesbahuddin
(5,202 votes): Faridpur (Pabna)
— Mohammad Abul Hossain
(2,899 votes): Mohanganj
(Netrakona) — Latifur Rahman
Ratan (4,421 votes); Nilphamari
— Dewan Kamal Ahmed (7,178
votes); Gobindaganj
(Gaibandha) — M Ataur marn
Sarkar (3,215 votes): Bogra — M
Rezaul Karim Montu (13,006
votes): Pangsha (Rajbari) —
Mohammad Wazed Ali (5.529):
Moulvibazar — Mahmudur
Rahman (6,950 votes):
Patharghata (Barguna) —
Mallick Mohammad Ayub
(3.454 votes); Joypurhat
[Joypurhat) — K Waliur Jaman
Alam (8,813 votes): Alamdanga
(Chuadanga) — Hasan Kadir
Ganu Miah (5,770 votes); Natore
(Natore) — Advocate Kamrul [s-
lam (11,911 voles); Kahirhat
(Noakhali) — Haji Mohammad
Idris Miah (3,021 votes): Barura
(Comilla) — Mobarak Hossain
Mir {5,016 votes); Jamalpur —
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Polls held by and
large peacefully,
says CEC

By Staff Correspondent

Chief Election Commis-
sioner Mohammad Abu Hena
has said the first day of the
three-day municipal election
was by and large peaceful.

"T;Hi! field-level reports I
have received so far show that
Lhe election has been held al-
most in a peaceful atmosphere,"
the CEC told newsmen at his of-
fice yesterday evening. "Com-
pared to the recent media re-
ports of tension among the
people, the elections were by
and large peaceful.”

Quoting reports the Election
Commission received until 6:00
pm yesterday, the CEC said that
voling was postponed at 17
polling centres, out of a total of
330 centres, due to untoward
incidents. Abu Hena found the
situation rather 'inspiring.’

Asked to comment on the
killing of a person in a clash
over the elections., the CEC
quoting John Donne said: "Ev-
ery. man's death diminishes
me...;

Election in 30
municipalities
today

By Staff Correspondent

On the second day of the
three-day local government
polls today. elections are
scheduled to be held in 30 mu-
nicipalities under six adminis-
trative divisions of the country.

In Dhaka Division, elections
will be held in 11 municipali-
ties. They are Gopalpur, Bhua-
pur, Muktagachha, Trishal,
Bhaluka, Netrokona. Kishore-
ganj, Rajbari, Shibchar., Da-
mudya and Bhederganj.

In Rajshahi .Division, elec-
tions will be held in seven mu-
nicipalilies: They are Biram-
pur, Fulbari, Lalmonirhat,
Sherpur, Shajadpur. Chatmo-
hor and Ishardi.

In Khulna Division. polling
will take place in five munici-
palities: Mirpur, Bheramara.
Jhenidah, Nawapara and
Satkhira,

In Barisal Division,

See Page 12 Col 3

Army man shot
dead in Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Feb 23: An
army jawan was shot dead by
unidentified assailants in the
city’'s Hamjarbagh area under
Panchlaish thana early this
morning, paolice said.

Naik Badrul Islam, 30, came
under attack at 4:30 am while
he was returning to Chittagong
cantonment from his village
home alt Trishal in My-
mensingh alter enjoying a 15-
day leave, police said.

Police recovered the body
irom a bridge at Hamjarbagh at
7 am,

Police said the killing of
ATy man was nol related with
hartal though the incident took
place an hour before beginning
of the 66-hour countrywide har-
tal.

Police suspected that he
might have been killed by al-
leged muggers.

Police started investigation
into the incident, but nene was
arrested till filing of this report
tonight.

elec-
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A pedestrian, injured in a bomb attack during yesterday's hartal, being taken to hospital.
—3Star photo

Sniper attacks mark first day of hartal in City

Cracker blasts kill
two, hurt scores

Bomb attacks by snipers
claimed a ruling party activist
in the capital and an opposition
BNP worker was killed in
Barisal in an, explosion of
crackers he was reportedly
making yesterday, the first day
of the three-day countrywide
hartal.

In some parts of the country,
the opposition-called hartal
was ignored while it passed ofl
almost peacefully in other re-
gions, barring some stray inci-
dents of clashes, according to
our correspondents and news
agelcies,

Bomb attacks were also re-
ported from Khulna, Pabna, Na-
lore, Joypurhat and Chiltagong.

Sniping at the opponents

By Staff Correspondent

characterised the hartal vio-
lence in the capital where at
least 30 people and [ive police-
men were injured. A govern-
ment olficial, Mashfiqur Rah-
man, on a rickshaw at Shah-
bagh, was among the bomb vic-
Lims,

Bombs were hurled on pro-
cessions, sireets, buses and
other vehicles in the city.

Besides, pro-hartal activists
also clashed with police in
front of the BNP central office
al Naya Paltan and some other
places in the city, leaving
dozens olthers hurt.

At least B0 people were ad-
milted to the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital alone. Most of
them hnad received bomb in-

juries in diflerent parts of the
Cily.

Police detained niearly 200
people in hartal-related inci-
dents in the capital. The ar-
rested include Jagpa leader
Shafiul Alam F’rndhan al Bi-
joynagar.

The 66-hour shutdown, be-
ing enlorced by the BNP-led op-
position alliance, disrupted
normal public life in the city
and elsewhere in the country.
The epposition parties are en-

. forcing the hartal to resist the

on-going municipal elections
accusing Chief Election Com-
missioner Mohammad Abu
Hena of being partisan.
Presence of the pro- and
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Voter turnout below
10pc, claims BNP

Opposition parties boy-
cotting the mmunicipal elections
yvesterday claimed thal less
than 10 per cent of voters
turned out at polling centres (o
cast vote on Lhe first day of the
three-day polls.

“The lirst day's polling
clearly proved that the munici-
pal polls was farcical and peo-
ple completely rejected the elec-
tion,” BNP Secretary General
Abdul Mannan Bhuivan said
and urged the government to
immediately cancel the polls
and fulfil the opposition's four-
I_}Dint demand to hold a free and
air election .

"There is still time lo cancel
the farcical polls. If the gov-
ernment fails to fulfil our de-
mands, we will have no other
alternative bul to launch a one-

By Staff Correspondent

point oust-government move-
menl after the polls”.

He was addressing a press
conlerence at the olficial resi-
dence of the Leader of the Oppo-
sition in the Jativa Sangsad,
BNP cily unit convenor Sadek
Hossain Khoka MP , Jatiya
Party Presidium member Kazi
Firoz Rashid, Jamaat -e-1slami
Assistanlt General Secretary
Mohammad Kamaruzzaman
and Islami Oikkya Jote leader
ARM Abdul Malin also spoke at
the press conference.

Elections were held in 54
municipalities on the first day
of the polling.

Justifying his claim. Man-
nan Bhuivan said the four par-
lies represent about 75 percent
of the total voters and majority
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Revised terms for Beximco loans

High Court puts central
bank order on hold

By M Shamsur Rahman

The High Court on Monday
stayed a central bank order
which allowed Beximco Group's
benami (lictitious) loans from
IFIC Bank to be rescheduled in
December last year. The court
issued a rule nisi on Bangladesh
Bank to explain why they had
given the order.

The court also asked Bex-
mmeo  Investment Company,
which defaulted in loan repay-
ments, and IFIC Bank to ex-
plain their position.

The rescheduling was al-
lowed in December last year af-
ter new central bank governor
Dr Farashuddin Ahmed gave a
personal hearing to Schel and
Salman Rahman, chairman
and vice-chairman of IFIC
Bank Ltd. They hold similar
positions in Beximeco Group,

The central bank had earlier
refused to entertain the same
Beximco plea several times.

Under the arrangements
agreed in December, a simple
interest rale was allowed in
place of a compound interest
against consolidated loans of
Beximco taken under fictitious
ACCOUnts.

The court granted the stay on
the Bangladesh Bank's order af-
ler a shareholder of the bank
had petitioned to say thal the
central bank directive would al-
fect the profitability of the
bank.

It a writ petition, the share-
nolder argued that the central
bank order of applying a simple
interest in place ol compound
interest 7is tantamount to

"See Page 12 Col 6

. neighbours and said they usu-
Pﬂtlence ally resolved those through ne-

i gotiations,
Column: The Outside Commerce Secretary Sved
Story Alamgir Farrouk Chowdhtry,
: who was present at the press
by Sabir Mustafa conference. hastened to say that
Page 4 Bangladesh was already negoti-
ating with India for narrowing

Focus

Privatisation in
Bangladesh: Some criti-
cal questions

There is no one to keep eye
Page 5 on the activities of the um!'jegis-
tered private clinics in the
— country. The health directorate.
PI‘E}"EI‘ Tlﬂll]’lgﬁ law-enforcing agency or
Bangladesh Private Clinic
3 February 24 Owners Association disowns
Azan Jamaat any krespnn}sihiliilty i'4|:1r ki.ﬂ,epirlg
== lrack on the illegal aclivities

Hajs ) i carried out by the clinics.
| Zohr 12:15 [ 1115 The Daily Star, in an inves-
Asr 4-30 4-35 ligation, asked the government
Maghrib | 6-00 6-03 officials r.l';timcferned wim iadthen
e responsible for eracking down
Esha | Z--E{! 7’"3‘3" on 1.phe unauthorised hﬁ'ﬂ;ﬁh care

| Source: Islamic Foundation

services,

The Health Directorate. the
state body responsible for giv-
ing license to private clinics,
pointed their linger at the law-
enforcing agency for checking
such unauthorised affairs while
Lhe police pointed out that un-
less they were mformed of the
illegal activity they could not
take aclion.

Hundreds of unauthorised
private clinics have been estah-
lished in the country. The ma-
jority of these are located in the

By Naimul Haq

cily yel the responsible authori-
ties fail to take action against
the unlicensed business.,

The In-charge Hospital Di-
rector Dr Amniva Bhushan when
contacted said, "Since we do not
have any list ol the unregistered
clinics we are not aware of exis-
tence of any unregistered pri-
vate clinics in the country.”

Asked if the unauthorised
health care services were any
concern to the health direc-
lorate, Dr Bhushan said, "We
have nothing to do with the

undauthorised part of health
care activities. We deal with
those specified in the regulation
(he was referring to registered
clinics).”

He added. “Police can trace
out the unregistered clinics.
They have the authority to shut
down any illegal business car-
ried out by the private clinics.”

When contacted the DMP
Police Commissioner Sham-
suddin Ahmed said. “No official
correspondence about the issue
was made with us from the of-

Unauthorised clinics mushrooming, no waitchdog |

[ice of the Health Directorate.
Unless we are informed aboul
the problem we can not take ac-
tion against the lawbreakers.”
He added, "It the responsibil-
ity of the Health directorate Lo
identify the eclinics and send
list to us so we can take action
and stop the ill practice.”
Regarding the problem the
I%eneral secretary of Bangladesh
rivate Clinic Owners Associa-
tion (BPCOA) Dr Md Moniruz-
zaman Bhuiyan said, "We met
Health Ministry officials sev-

eral times to discuss the prob-
lem of existence of unautho-
rised private cliniecs and we
agree there should be an end to
Lhis problem. In fact, we in-
lormed the governument that the
existence of the unauthorised

clinics was hurting registered |

clinic owners in many ways.
Governmentl's response was
that they needed police support
to stop such illegal practice by
the clinics.”
Dr Bhuiyan added, "To solve
>ee Page 12 Col 4
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Cancel polls,

demands
Khaleda

By Staff Correspondent

Opposition leader and BNP
Chairperson Begum Khaleda
Zia yeslerday claimed that
people rejected the “farcical”
Jmunicipal polls and observed
hartal to resist the governmen-
l's "conspiracy to implement its
blueprint”.

She demanded of the gov-
ernment to immediately cancel
the first day's polls and post-
pone the next two days' elec-
lions, and announce a fresh
schedule after fulfilling the
four-point opposition demand.

In a statement, the Leader of
the Opposition in the Jaliya
sangsad claimed that the gov-
ernment used the entire state
machinery to hold the polls,
boycotted by all opposition
parties. "This will not bring
any good result for the country,
the people and democracy.” she
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Bomb injured

young man
dies at DMCH

By Staft Correspondent

A young man, who sustained
critical bomb injures Monday
aflernoon, succumbed to his in-
juries at ithe Dhaka Medical
College Ilospital (DMCH) in the
early hours of yesterday.

The dead was identified as
Ismail Hossain, 25, son of Muk-
tar Ali. a resident of Block-B in
Mirpur Section No 12, police
and hospital sources said.

According to police, Ismail
along with his accomplices was
making bombs on the roof top
of a building at Road No 23 at
around 5 pm on Monday. He
was critically injured when a
bomb exploded.

Ismail was i{mmediately
rushed to DMCH where he suc-
cunmbed Lo his injuries at about
4 am yeslerday

The body was sent to DMCH
morgue lor autopsy. A case was
lodged with Pallabi thana.

Tortured maid
rescued from

city house
By Staff Correspondent

An eleven-year-old maid, al-
legedly tortured and critically
injured by a housewile, was res-
cued by police from a house at
Siddheswari in the city yester-
day.

‘The maid, Farida, daughter
of one Nuru Mia of My-
mensingh, was admitted to
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal. our DMCH correspondent
reporied. She was allegedly
lortured with hot kitchen uten-
sil thal resulted in critical burn
injuries in different parts of her
body. She had been working at
the house for about one year.
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