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HE ever increasing use ol
T'l he buzz words

'informaltion explosion’
and ‘information Su-
perhighway and the innova-
tions of 'Information Technol-
ogy' do not mean that all are set
and running well. My basic ar-
gumenl in Lthis paper is that all
are neither well, nor running
well. 1 would like lo explain this
argument in terms of the prob-
lems and attempt to find Eossi-
ble avenues to minimise them:.

The Two Businesses of
Information and

Knowledge

There are distinctly two dif-
ferent businesses in this sphere,
one is the ‘information busi-
ness' and the other 'knowledge
business'. I call them 'business’,
because in the days when every-
thing is 'business’ including the
business of idealism and intel-
lectualism. the vast network of
satellite communication on
which the high sounding 'glob-
alisation of information' rests
has generated and will probably

enerate more business than

enry Ford or Cadbury dreamt
of. But the information or
knowledge business is claimed
to be different from that of Ford
or Cadb in the following two
respects : firstly, it is conducted
in the sphere of our ‘intellectual
capabilities or higher faculties',
and secondly, it works to over-
come the human. geographical:
political, social and even indi-
vidual constraints that have ex-
isted among us from time im-
memorial.

The two, 'information busi-
ness' and 'knowledge business',
we have 1o admil, are different,
yet complementary to each
other. Generally speaking, in-
formatlon may be ephemeral
and it may act as an index or a
guide te knowledge. Knowledge
on the other hand, is the ac-
ceijted and acceptable theoreti-
cal developments proven either
by logical arguments or by
prool. (This difference is gener-
ally valid despite instances of

information becoming knowl-
edge by certain style of its use
and interpretation, thus form-
ing part of our historical con-

sclousness, e.g. history made
from data and information.)
When we the librarians talk
of information, we do not al-
ways realize that our clientele
may be receiving different sig-
nals. We are g about 'in-
formation’, but the clientele
may think that we are meaning
‘knowledge'. The confusion
about the two concepts is very
common, not only in develop-
ing countries, but also in the
developed world. Information
is not knowledge, but a gateway
to knowledge. In the libraries.
access to Library of Congress
Catalogue is often taken liter-
ally as if it gives the clientele
access to the books [i.e. knowl-
edge).
Globalisation of and

Access to Information

In order to assess the signifi-
cance of the relationships of the
concept ‘information’ with the
activities ‘'globalisation’ and
access', we would, first of all,
need to ascertain the nature of
this ‘information’. and then to
what end the 'information’ is to
be used. The concept 'globalisa-
tion' is the bridge made possible
by what is commonly known as
the ‘'information technolo-
gy'(IT), comprising of an array
of technologies and human in-
terface. Let us first discuss these
two activities and their prob-

lemns.

Globalisation: Some-
one has to put the information
into the net. This 'someone!
may be an individual or an or-
ganisation, whether commer-
cial or non-commercial. It
means that the activity of glob-
alisation is performed from the
viewpoint of this 'someone’. Of
course, this 'someone' is aware
of his/her audience, or at least
some idea about who might use
them. This cannot strictly be
called a 'participatory' situa-
Lion.

The Access: The present state

Institutionalising Access to Internet

by Dr Fazlul Alam

Globally available information is not organised in the way that enables a busy academician or a common
person to have access easily and quickly. In order to solve this problem, it is suggested that well defined
Information Requiring Communities (or IRCs) have to be developed along with an Organiser (IRC Organ-
tser) to whom the IRC members can approach in the same way as they approach a librarian or informa-
tion scientist. In the present set-up, individual altempts to receive information via Internet are meeting

with more frustration than success. Therefore, there is the need for institutionalisation or de-individual-

isation of the access to global information.
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of Infermation Technology (IT)
allows anyone who has a
computer with reasonable
capacity, a modem and a lele-
phone line to reach the world's
information (via an ISP} that
has been made available
ﬂmuﬁ the web sites, or may be
via telnet or PC Anywhere di-
rect to another computer's hard
disk, It is as simple as that, but
the questions are "Does the user

get the information required?”,
and "How well is the user
served?"

The Problematic of Globali-
sation of Access to Information

There are two kinds of prob-
lematic in this, one is techno-
logical and the other is filira-
tion of information. The glob-
alisation of access is a techno-
logical matter which means
certain gadgets and their us-
ability have to be guaranteed,
Assuming that the technology
is running without hifch in the
western developed countries
and NICs, the same may not be
true of all countries of the
world, This should also take
into consideration that access
to the technology is severely
limited to urban centres of
many developing countries
mainly for the lack of an effi-
cient telephone network of
[SPs.

The second problematic fil-
tration of information means
that there are too much of in-
formation. The user is often
bewildered and lost, despite ad-
equate facilities for searching
index and in many instances by
keywords.

The two problematic arise
due to conumercial and business
reasons. This statement may
come as a shock to many of us.
The fact is that despite Internet
being a non-property, its ser-
vice has been propertied in one
way or other. The acceptable
part of this is the commerciali-
sation of technelogy, and the
non-acceptable part of it is the
mornopolisation of informalion
commercially.

Developing a

Theoretical Framework

In order to overcome the
above problematic. we may of-
fer a theoretical framework in
which we the librarians and in-
formation scientists may de-
velop our work strategy. The
theoretical framework | pro-
pose is to consider the globali-
sation of information as a
global library and information
centre into which all users have
equal access. This equal access
means that the users should get
their required items or infor-
mation in the shortest possilile
time and spend less time an
searches, In conventional li-
brary system, a very large li-
brary is arranged in a way that
should enable this perfor-
mance. This has become possi-
ble because the service has been
institutionalised. By this |
mean Lhat the service operates
within an institutional frame-
work. and the institution offers
a hltration service.

The difference between this
conventional library system
and a global library via Inter-
net upto now 1s that the latter is

more individual-oriented than
the former. Even in Lhe cyber
cales, the time bought is for an

individual, and in many cases
the individual is guided by an
experienced staff. ause of the

enormity of the information
available. and the amount of
time required for downloading
information {rom a host, the
desired output may not always
be what is expected within a
fixed period. On the other hand,
the user may not have been able
to pre¢-determine his/her re-
quirernents.

The logical conclusion of the
above is that we need organisers
for appropriate access to global
information. This is possible if
we consider the global infor-
mation availability at an In-
formation Cenire with the ex-
ﬁertise of classification by

eywords and by a thesaurus
system. This should be the the-
oretical framework for access
to Internel information.

How This Theoretical

Framework Can Operate in

tic Situation? We would

need to fulfil certain pre-regui-

sites before we proceed to oper-

ate the theoretical framework
in pragmatic situation.

Development of IRCs

Most important of these js
the recognition of or estab-
lishment of mmformation Re-
quiring Comrmunities, in brief
IRCs.

What is a Community? Here
community is taken to mean a
fellowship of interests’. This
fellowship of interest ma
operate nol only within a local-
ity. but nationally as well.

What are these ‘interests'?
These interests may embrace
auything which will be benefi-
cial lo achieve a common goal
of the people in the community.,
The concept Inlormation is to
be scen in Lhe light of the 'inter-
ests of the Community. When
we Lalk ol contmunity informa-
Lion, we mean these informa-
tion that are useful in the pur-
suance of a cominon goal.

50, we have a community.
and the information require-
ments of this community have
lo be organised and delivered.
Let us take a group of scientists
on one hand, and a group of tex-
tile weaver on Lhe other. Both
have information to dissemi-
nate. and both require informa-
tion to pursue Lheir profession
or trade [or some declared
conimon goals: Because of the
problematic referred to above,
an (RC Orgimiser can acl as a
clearing centre which would
minimise the dilficulties,

The basic social system of
the eommunities with declared
or held community goals and
their need lor information have
existed since lime immemorial.
Only the Iuternel is the latest.
In econventional informatien
service. there have been con-
straints of format. bulks, na-
tional boundaries, eensorship,
financial regulatiens, time
factors, preservation problems,
and so o1 in Lthe past. We have
been told that Internet has
matle il passible 1o distribute
arel receive inlormation with-
oul any ol the above con-
straints. We shall try to exam-
ine later in (his paper il such

consiraints or any newer kind
of constraints exist in this age
ol Internet. |

Let me chalk oul some basic
problems of using information
via Internet :

a The language problem:

b. Commercialism of
most [SPs;

C. Lack of directory:

d. Hypertext preparation
requiring special skills;

e. Poor telephone service

- ron-exislent telephone service
in rural areas;

& Lack ol common for-
mat lor data and information
input;

e Compulters-Internet

combination is taken oo seri-
ously and olten with awe for

common, daily and
regular application.

The suggested remedies in-
clude a government action plan,
but now I don't think it would
work towards solving the prob-
lems. Development ol IRCs with
an [RC Organiser seems to be a
better and more workable
proposition. An IRC Organiser
can take care of the language
problem. just like an informa-
tion specialist does in conven-
tional situalion. He can main-
tain up-to-date directory, em-
piﬂ%yh hypertex! preparation
stall, organise alternatives to
telephone services for remote
areas. liaise with other organi-
sations for developing common

t:mlx IIlLlIIlt_';lHIUI lm{ il and iz
nally popularise the use of

global information network.

Conclusion

De-individualisation: Since
Internet and globalisation of
information along with the
idea of information superhigh-
way have been firmly estab-
lished among the educated
communities of the worid, the
whole thing has been prone lo
individual exercise. In the be-
ginning of this year, Depart-
ment of Heritage in Great
Britain which is responsible for
public libraries in UK issued a
report entitled IT for All.. It
stressed that IT should be used
in the public libraries to regain

the serious character of the
British public libraries. But the
report frankly admitted that
the Department did not know
how it would be possible.

This confirms my view that
instead of letting the informa-
tion handling to be carried on
by individuals in their private
studies or on dining tables, in-
stitutionalisation is a better
proposition. At this moment
cyber cafes are already working
in certain public library system
at £5.00 an hour in UK (which is
for individual use). the proposi-
tion of further use of IT for seri-
ous business means that insti-
tutionalisation is being delib-
erated by the British public li-
brary authorities.

My conclusion is that if we
wish an access to the ‘glnhall}r
available information for seri-
ous and meaningful purposes,
particularly for Research and
Development (R&D), we have to
start by institutionalising and
at the same time campaign for
de-individualising the techno-
legical access.

A Point of Sociological In-
terest: As we, the librarians are
busy with the upcoming 'infor-
mational society’ from the per-
spective of access to informa-
tion, sociologists are also be-
coming restless to study the im-
pact of the information tech-
nology on the society. Manuel
Castells (The Information Age,
Oxford: Blackwell, 1996) has
sludied the role of IT in trans-
forming the whole economic,
social and cultural environ-
ment of our times. Krishan Ku-
mar (From Post-Industrial to
Post-Modern Society, Oxford:
Blackwell, 1995) deals with the
idea of an 'information society’
and post-industrialism. mov-
ing on to post-Fordism and
post-modernism forecasting a
possibility of transition to a
new society the shape of which
may be uncomfortable to many,

The writer is Librarian.
Planning and Development.
and Project Director, Dhaka
University Library.

Arsenic Contamination: Foreign Media Reports and Expatriates' Concern

Drinking Deadly in Bangladesh

by Uli Schmetzer

ATKOPA  Village.
Bangladesh — By the time
a government team
painted the nozzle of his well
red, as a warning not to drink
the water, Abdul Jabbar already
was sufliﬁrrin%| excruciating pain
[rom stomach cancer caused b
arsenic poisoning. Jabbar will
die as sure as the annual
monsoon rains flood the
wetlands every year. Millions
more will share his fate over
the next decade unless rural
Bangladeshis and neighboring
Indians are saved.from well
water contaminated by a poison

that causes a slow and painful
death. : :

"When the other wells don't
work, we still drink from this
one with the red mark," admit-
ted Jabbar's wife, Sofura, 38,
"What else can we do? We must
drink.”" A Belgian study has
found the arsenic contained in
well water and used for irriga-
tion has crepl into leaves,
stems, roots and cattle fodder,
and may have poisoned the en-
tire food chain in this river-
braided delta, the world’s most
densely populated region, home
to 126 million people. Testing
for signs of contamination be-
gins this month in 300 villages.
“If it is the disaster some people
fear it may be, we have a huge
problem and must act quickly,"
said Babar Kabir, a World Bank
hydrologist.

A sunr'e]zv financed by the
World Bank covered about 10
per cent of the 4 million
Bangladeshi wells. It found 40
per cent of the surveyed wells
were contaminated with ar-
senic. After years of dallying,
skepticism and bureaucratic
inertia, the race is on now to
save between 18 million and 24
million people who Kabir said
face death by arsenic poisoning.
Another 6 million potentia

victims ‘are estimated to be in
India’s West Bengal state.

Progress has been slow. The ar-

senic alarm was first sounded
in 1988 by a Calcutta gadfly
named Dipankar Chakraborti,

"It's no use looking for culprits. What we need is quick
and coordinated action (o identify all the poisoned
wells and find ways to sanitize the water by
filters or additives."

a chemical analyst who was
dismissed as a "panic mer-
chant” on both sides of the bor-
der. In March, 11 years later, a
World Bank-funded survey will
start to test all of the 4 million
Bangladeshi wells.

"When we brought up the
problem three years ago we were
told, "Don't create a panic. Keep
quiet, " said Dr. Mahmuder
Rahman, a physician and head
of Dhaka's National Medical
College. "Even the World Health
Organization had a negative at-
litude and their consultant re-
jected our report.” By 1997, lo-
cal bureaucrats. politicians and
international skeptics linally
accepled-the magnitude of e
Frnhlrm. By then it was too late

or many rural inhabitants.

"Now we have 9-ye=ar-olds
with the disease, and we need
quick action,” Rahman said.
“Arsenic is cancer-producing.
It's slow. You may get cancer
only after 20 years. According
to a (University of California
at) Berkeley study, we now have
30.000 to 40.000 cancer cases a
year as the resull of arsenic poi-
soning. But many more are
never reported because doctors
here don't know how to diag-
nose it. They just call it a skin
disease. The only remedy to re-
verse the disease is to drink safe
waler.” The only antidote for
the first two stages of arsenic
poisoning is arsenic-free water.
For the third stage there is no
cure,

Water in this delta is both a
blessing and a curse. Surlace
water contaminated by fertiliz-
ers and a population that dou-
bled since Bangladesh won its
independence [rom Pakistan in

18971 have caused diarthea and
cholera epidemics that killed
millions in the past. The cur-
rent tragedy has its roots in a
Good Samaritan act by the in-
ternational community. Begin-
ning in the late 1970s, United
Nations agencies such as
UNICEF began to wean rural
people away from polluled
ponds and canals by providing
them with 1 million wells that
draw water from what hydrolo-
gists then considered pure
aquiler water deposits 65 feet or
more below the surface.

UNICEF offlicials admit no
one tested the new wells; the
campaign was hailed as a re-
sounding success. In fact, 97 per

~cent of the rural population

now drink from deep-bore
aquifer wells. Villagers dug 3
million more wells at their own
expense, and they used the ad-
ditional water for irrigation,
which has now raised fears of
food-chain poisoning. The
wells had been drilled into a
subterranean layer of arsenic
that had washed down from the
Himalayas by the Ganges and
Bramapulra Rivers over eons
and seeped to the bottom of the
silt that makes this region so
fertile. As irrigation and more
thirsty throats Jowered the wa-
ler table, people inadvertently
umped the arsenic to the sur-
ace. According to studies sub-
mitted to the World Bank, as
many as 200,000 people a year
now die of arsenic poisoning in
Bangladesh, |

Many more may have suc-
cumbed lo cancer caused by a
poison Lhat frequently affects
internal organs. such as the
liver and kidney. but is diag-
nosed only by sophisticated

methods, too costly for this im-
poverished nation. "Tt's no use
looking for culprits," said
Kabir.. "What we need is quick
and coorrdinated action lo iden-
tify all the poisoned wells and
find ways to sanitize the water
by lillers or additives." The
World Bank has made an initial
$32 million available for a 12-
menth project to lest the coun-
try's wells. The Swiss govern-
mient_has kicked in S5 million,
Bangladesh Govt another $9
millicri.

Hatkopa, a small village of
bamboo huts off the Dhaka-
Chittagong highway, is a mi-
crocosm of the problem. Jabbar
15 niot the only victim, At least
30 more villagers suffer from
the tell-tale signs of arsenic
puisoning — itchy, white-spot-
ted skin. calloutsed palms. black
warts and pink patches on their
feet often mistakenly diagnosed
as leprosy. Seientists are still
Lallled why some people. like
Jabbar, are dving while his wife
and ehildren, who drank from
the same well, show no visible
signs of poisoning,

"We jusl don't know what
makes some sick and not oth-
ers,” said Rahman. Soine
months ago a governmnent team
came to Hatkopa and tested 64
of its 120 wells. It found only
one was not contaminated by
arsenic. The team painted the
nozzles ol the tainted wells red.
Left in limbo about the other
wells, the villagers ran their

own tests with mashed guava |

leaves dropped into well sam-
ples. H the water turned black it
contained arsenic. Only three
wells passed the test, "What
shall we do?" asked village el-
der Abdul Barek, "The other day
a man came and said he could

ive us clean water but we'd

ave to pay for it, We 1old him
we could not afford to pay so he
went -away and never came
back."” '

The writer is [oreign corre-
spondent of Chicago Tribune.

Courtesy: Chicago Tribune
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Poison Water in Bangladesh
Evening News with Jim Lehrer, PBS, USA Feb 10, TV Broadcast
Abu Samad writes from Florida, USA

United States for the last

eight years. I hope one day 1
wiil return to my country to live
with my familv again, not only
because I miss them here all the
time but to protect them [rom
all kinds of sullerings. 1 Mally
e5s1IEe you understand what |
wean by all Kind of sulferings.
| read all the newspapers from
Bangladesh those go online
threugh Internet just not only
lo know how is my country is
being develaped. bult to keep in-
lormed myself whal extent of
sufferings I have to bear once |
land in my country,

Now-a-days | read newspa-
I.w:r not te acquire knowledge
sut to know how to prepare my-
self [or the weorst sulfering com-
ing forth. I have some stunning
reasons as | can evaluate them.
[ will not ¢ite thousand reasons
as those exist but only one, we
are the greatest hypocrites in
the whole world. 1 know every
one will protest it | if does . then
I will  blame on government
and political parties in
Bangladesh. I would say il is
polities of destruction, destrue-
tion of a nation, destruction of
a lamily . destruction of an in-
dividual.

[ see hypocrisy in my coun-
try because our intellectluals,
teachers, professionals, good
Satmaritans sit at their home to
listen , watch and digest all the
evil doings by the political par-
ties. [ see hypocrisy in my coun-
try because the so called politi-
cal parties kill people for the

Ihavc‘ been living in the

sake of ‘democraey even'. It is
clear that politics is now a way
ol means ol lile in Bangladesh
and that's why il is so big a deal
even though this country is one
of the poorest in the world. 1 see
hypocrisy in my country he-
cause most ol us belong to such
a religion that has so much re-
spect all over the world but we
are doing each and every thin

against it in our private . socia

and state life.

However, while | was watch-
ing evening news on PBS chan-
nclon Feb 10, 1999 | was hor-
rified to see the first headline
of the news which read "Poison
waler in Bangladesh”. If some-
one watch this news sitting in
front of a TV he or she certainly
be horrified as the news graphi-
cally desecribed how in
Bangladesh arsenic water is
tound. The news also showed
Dr. Ifiekhar Hossain [rom min-
istry of health was testing wa-
ter in tube-wells found the level
ol poison way above than safe.
The news showed many people
with lhe diseases related to
drinking arsenic water {or lon
lime . When this disease wiﬁ

fully blown it will be like lep-
rosy rolting hands, legs and
other part of the body,

[ was so scared that [ almost
choked. Millions of people will
be affected and the disease will
spread as epidemic! A filter
system for arsenic water cost-
ing US$4000.00 is totally im-
possibie for any family in

Bangladesh. Even to move an
existing tube-well to another
]JIan:e is noi, workable since the
evel and spread ol poison wa-
ter are not predictable. As a re-
sult a devastating situation
may arise in the next 10/20
years. It will be a big social
problem too because of a sort of
discarding own family mem-
bers catching this disease.
What a terrible time for
Bangladesh.

e polluted our water bodies
for long time through different
ways like unhealthy sanita-
tion, animal bathing in the
ponds, mismanagement of
wasle disposal etec. As a result
we have been paying the price in
the wake of water borne dis-
eases. Now who knows it's not
our callousness that has poi-
soned the water and this titne
we are going to pay a huge price
which will eventually put our
country at a stake.

Certainly, one way or the
olhier we have poisoned our wa-
ter and there are so many ex-
amiples if we look around. My
concern is how are we going to
correct it. If we do, how long
will it take and whether practi-
cally is it possible at all? What
kind of resource we have? Yes
we have sources like UN, UNDP,
EEC. WB elc. etc and also we
know how to approach them
that we have been doing for the
last twenty-eight years. How
pathetic? And, we still are do-
ing politics . harlals, elections,

and destruction of economy. -
This is a shame for our whole
nation that we have polluted
our water which is a gift from
God. Water is life. We believe it
but we pollute it too. We have to
pay for this indifference. It's
overdue. God says. "if people do
any good they do il for them-
selves and If they do any evil
they do it for themselves too”.

And | see one solution — stop
doing politics. No more politics,
stop it right now, How [ relate
politics with water? There is no
doubt il is the politics that we
gave preference more than what
we were supposed to do first. We
cannot afford politics of fruit-
lessness any more. We tried for
twenty-eight years, it just did
not work. We do nol have any
more iimme left . We have the
courage. will | determination as
we showed in the past, still we
can shiow il 111 betler pursuits,

Those countries are laughing
at us who did not want our lib-
eration, We are wasting another
achievement that we are
independent. Please look
around the world, and see how
many nations are struggling for
decacles, but yet to achieve their
independence. We were blessed
by God. So please stop all nega-
tive politics. 1If we do any poli-
tics that should be only for
wellare of the people, and for
nothing else. We must find way
to lix this disaster. It's late but
it is for the sake of our next gen-
eration if we at all are blessed
by God.

RUBY, THE PATING SERVICE SAID
WE SHOULD GET TO KNOW
EACH OTHER
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Crop Price Crash Hurts Farmers

Kenya is now feeling the pain from a
government decision last year to import
nearly 800 million kilograms of maize.
Gemini News Service reports that maize
farmers will likely lose money this year, de-
spite a record harvest. Charles Wachira
writes from Nairobi

AlZE is ar uably
Kenya's most politicised
food crop, so when its

price crashes because of a
Jovernment decision, a lot of
1eal is generated. |

Farmers are earning only
400 Kenyan shillings for a 90 kg
bag, down Irom a high of Ksh
1500 per bag in the middle of
last year.

In Trans Nzoia District in
the Rift Valley — the bread bas-
ket of Kenya — farmers have
vowed to boycott planting
maize: this year. arguing that
they were unable to sell their
crop last year, after the gov-
ermmernt created a glut by allow-
ing imports of 8.5 million bags.

The government's recent at-
tempt Lo cool the irritable
farmers has proved abysmally
inadequate. This season the
government earmarked KSh
400 million for its National Ce-
reals and Produce Board (NCPB)
to buy maize from farmers. But
according to officials at the
NCPB who talked on condition
of anonymity. it would cost 10
times that much to buy the 12
million bags [orecasted to be on
offer in the Kenyan market.

The money set aside by gov-
ernment is only enough for the
purchase of 400,000 bags at the
minimum price required for a
farmer to break even, KSh 1000.

The current harvest is esti-
mated at 25 million bags, The
Kenyan government is unwill-
ing to let the maize farmers off-
load their product in neigh-
bouring Tanzania, where a food
shortage is looming and where

market prices are reasonable,

The contentious bags im-
ported into the country last
year were ELiPpGEE:d]}" meant to
lorestall a food shortage ex-
pected this year.

Critics of the import policy
argue that some of the maize
imported had not attracted any
duty as it was ostensibly ear-
marked for relief agencies in
the famine-struck neighbour-
ing countries of Sudan,
Ethiopia and Somalia. Yet it
found its waﬁ into the local
market after being cleared at
the ;I?,urt of Mombasa, 500 kmn
southeast of Nairohi,

NCPB acting managing di-
rector Willie Maina says the 8.5
million bags imported into
Kenya were subsidized by the
government. He says the timing
was bad because the imports
‘came al a time when NCPB
sells its maize."

Maina says the imports ere-
ated such a glut in the market
that the board could not sell its
1.8 million bags, which could
have generated Ksh 2 billion,
enough to start buying fresh
maize from farmers and sta-
bilise prices. The lack of cash
also hampered the board's ef-
forts to help farmers with fumi-

ation, ng and market in-
ormation.

Under Kenya's grain sector
reforms, the NCPB is to retain
the roles of relief distribution.
market intervention to sta-
bilise prices and national re-
serves management.

Yet there is an impasse over
policy on maize imports and
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exports, says Dr Hezron Nyan-
gito, and agricultural
economist with the Institute of
Policy Analysis and Research a
local non-governmental organ-
isation.

Due to the glamour for liber-
alised trade, the government
has opened up the domestic
market for imports of food
commodities, but duties are im-
posed to protect against dump-
ing of cheap imports.

“The import duties vary
from period to period depending
on the levels of domestic sup-

lies," explains Nyangito. "Un-
fortunately the use of import
duties has been a subject of
abuse in this country.”

Accusations are being made
that Finance Minister Simeon
Nyachae and his political
cronies engineered the maize
crisis for personal benefit. Ny-

achae is the proprietor of some
of the biggest private milling
firms in the country.

The finance minister has
tried to distance himself from
the maize crisis: "I detest any
attempt to make me a political
scapegoat for a grain marketing
system which is in shambles."

Before his appointment to
the finance post early last year
Nyachae was the minister for
agriculture, Livestock develop-
ment and marketing. He took
over his current job from
Musalia Mudavadi. The pair are
engaged in a power struggle over
succeeding President Daniel
arap Mol, who is constitfution-
ally barred from seeking an-
other term after 2002.

The writer is a journalist
based in Nairobi.



