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This hartal is aimed

at snatching
voting rights: PM

KHULNA, Feb 22: Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina today
warned the people would not
tolerate the hartal being forced
upon them in a bid to snatch
their franchise and make public
life a misery. reports UNB.

"This hartal is against the
democracy and-a conspiracy to
snatch people’s right to vote,”
she said and assured all possi-
ble measures for free and fair
voting in the local elections be-
ginning tomorrow amidst op-
position boycott.

Addressing a huge public
meeting at the local Circuit
House ground in the afternoon,
the Prime Minister said the op-
position was issuing threats ol
miovement to snatch the voting
rights. which she said the peo-
ple did not respond to.

She said the Paurasava poll
is a nonparty local body elec-
tion, ancF the penFle would not
allow anyone to foil their vot-
ing fray.

"The BNP-led opposition is
playing a trick saying that they
are boycotting the elections
while their people are taking
part in it in a massive way." she
told the crowd.

Many partymen of BNP,
Jatiya Party and Jammat are
contesting the elections in dif-
ferent Paurasavas, she said, cit-
ing reports.

She said opposition leader
Begum Khaleda Zia, general Er-
shad and Golam Azam banded
in a trio to snatch people's

rights.

Referring to the development
of Khulna division and the
southern parts ol the country,
she said the government has
taken all possible steps for the
overall development of the re-
gion.

She said work of Khulna
Khan Jahan Ali Airport is go-
ing on, while the government is
trying to develop this region as
an industrial belt and estab-
lished an EPZ at Mongla.

The Prime Minister said
Rupsha Bridge will also be con-
structed soorn.

Steps have beent taken for
the development of Khulna
University, Khulna Medical
College Hospital, and other edu-
cational institution of the re-

ionl. Necessary steps have also

n taken for the development
of Khulna City Corporation, she
added.

Referring to power crisis. the
Prime Minister said already a
110-megawatt plant had been
set up in Khulna in private sec-
tor while work was on for in-
stalling a 60-mw one in the pub-
lic sector.

Another 110-mw plant will
also be set by the government
here, she announced.

Sheikh Hasina introduced
the City Corporation Mayor
candidate of her party SMA Rab
in the meeting and urged the
people to vote for him in com-
ing election for development
and peace,

CEC: Help hold polls
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The Election Commission will
be compelled to take legal ac-
tion if there is any lapses.

"il is the expectation of the
people that the district admin-
istration, police and election
officials will maintain neu-
trality to make the elections
free and fair," he said.

Referring to the last elec-
lions conducted by the Election
Commission, Abu Hena said the
EC was neutral and transparent
in holding the parliamentary
polls in June. 1996, union

Since a few political parties did
not respond positively, the
Comimission made a fresh ini-
tiative for discussion after the
announcement of the election
schedule. Bul unfortunately all
the parties did not show their
eagerness. Those parties joined
the discussion assured the Elec-
tion Commission of their all
cooperation in conducting free,
fair, neutral and peaceful elec-
tions.

The CEC said the Commis-
sion has attached importance
to maintain law and order dur-

Former Dhaka mayor Mirza Abbas (left), among others in a4 BNP torch proce

his partymates ahead of hartals beginning today.

Khulna region
Take stern steps
to eliminate
terrorism: PM

~ KHULNA. Feb 22! Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina loday
directed the authorities con-
cerned lo take slern action
agamst ferrorists irrespective
ol lheir political identity. re-
ports UNB.

Addressing a law and order
coordination meeting at the lo-
cal cireuil house, Hasina saic
the terrorists are a liabilily for
a party and warned: "Whoever
engages 1n crime will be dealt
with a strong hand."

Assuring all possible logistic
support for the police [orces of
Khuina region, she said the gov-
ernment would set up more
camps and provide additional
Ansars in aid ol police to eliin-

uncil elections in Decembey,  ing the elections and acgord- gle terrorism from the re-
1987 and different hy-electidris ™ tdeploy Kaaar e

to Parliament.

"We have made our best ef-
forts to hold all these elections
fair within limitations by keep-
ing ourselves accountable and
transparent to our conscience,”
he said adding, "it is betler to
leave the people to judge the
fairness of the elections.”

The CEC said although mu-
nicipal polls are non-party
elections. the Election Com-
mission made all efforts to ex-
change opinion with major po-
litical parties Lo make it (ree
and lair in a peaceful environ-
meril.

The EC Secrelariat tried to
discuss the election schedule
with the main political parties;

Saudi Crown
Prince to visit .
Bangladesh

Saudi Crown Prince and
Deputy Prime Minister Prince
Abdullah Bin Abdul Aziz Al-
Saud will visit Bangladesh, it
was officially announced in the
city yesterday. reports BSS.

The date of the proposed
visit would be determined on a
mutually agreed date.

Saudi ambassador to
Bangladesh Abdullah Omar
Barry said this when he called
on Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad at the latter's office
yvesterday afternoon.

Prime Minisler Sheikh
Hasina earlier invited the
Crowm Prince,

Folls today
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of even licensed firearms in and
around the polling stations.

The Election Commission
has identified 1095 polling
centres, out of the 2080, vulner-
able to unrest. Thirty-four law
enforcing personnel, including
24 with firearms, will be de-
ployed at each of the trouble-
prone centres, Twenty-eight
Fr—;rsumel. including 18 with
irearms, will be at the other
centres.

The EC has found 28 dis-

i & aut of the 56 withessing.

municipal elections this time,
trouble-prone. Of the 28 dis-
tricts, 10 are under Rajshahj
Division, seven under Khulna,
six under Dhaka, two each un-
der Sylhet and Barisal and one
under Chittagong Divisiomn,
These districts are believed to
have been dominated by the op-
position parties and will have a
company of soldiers stationed
-at their head guarters.

More than 30 thousand peo-
ple including 56 Returning Offi-
cers, 136 Assistant Returning
Officers, 2080 Presiding Offi-
cers, 9381 Assistant Presidin
Officers and 18,762 Polling Of-
ficers have been appointed to
conduct the elections,

police, BDR, Coast Guard and |

Army.

"All citizens of the country
are keen to establish a demo-
cralic society. None expect
clash ‘and canflict," said Hena
adding, "innumerable people
dedicated their lives to estab-
lish a democratic sacietﬁ”.

It is not expected that the
process of democracy is chained
al Lhis important stage of es-
tablishing representative rule
at the local level, Hena added.

In his lengthy speech, Abu
Hena dwelt various aspects of
the municipal election, rules
and code of conduet announced
by the Election Commission for
both voters and candidates and
campaigners,

The police cfficials at the
meeting said they need 365 po-
lice camps (o "totally eliminate
lerrorism" from the region,
Now there are 104 police camps
in the Khulna division.

Referring to the dastardly
killing of JSD leader Kazi Aref
Ahmed, the Prime Minister
wondered how the terrorists

could gun down a political
leader by climbing up on the
dais.

The law enlorcers should
have been present atl the Paliti-
cal meeting and taken measures
Lo protect them. she added.
__Hasina alsc asked the police
forces and the administration

He requested the candidates ' 0 take foolprool’ measures for

not to bring out any victory
procession lo avoid confronta-
tion and maintain restrain and
tolerance and accept the elec-
tion verdict in a sportive atti-
tude.

"Let democracy march for-
ward overcoming all edds," he
said, "with malice loward none,
with charity for all, with firm-
ness in the right."

Top BNP leaders
asked to keep

in touch with
Khaleda

BNP chairperson Khaleda
Zia has asked the p 's front
ranking leaders to keep in
touch with her during 3-day
hartal to discuss the latest po-
litical sifuation.

Talking to UNB after
emerging from an informal
meeting with Khaleda at her of-
ficial residence last night Bar-

crister Maudud Ahmed said,

"dynamics of politics will de-
cide the course of the move-
ment."

Replying to a question he
said there is no cut off date for
launching one-point 'oust gov-
ernment movement', It will de-
pend on the 'political situation
of a given time."

en asked if they are plan-
ning hartal in March as well,
Maudud said, "We will take into
consideration the D-8 summit
in Dhaka and SSC examination
in chalking out political pro-
gramines.”

Expressing his personal
view, Maudud said BNP does not
like politics of hartal, but as it
has become a practice in the
country, political parties are
compelled to go for hartal.

€ said the BNP Standing
Comunittee would sit soon after
the three-day hartal to discuss
the next course of action in a
bid to gear up the anti-govern-
ment movement,

BNP secretary general was
among others at the informal
meeting.
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. india, Pakistan vow to

ensuring a peacelul, free and

' fair municipal election.

DU student
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when she returned (o the hall at
ahout 10:30 pm, she was so dis-
appointed that did not even talk
lo her roommates.

At around 12 midnight, she
went to the rooftop of the five-
storey dormitory while most ol
the resident students were
watching the live telecast of the
Amar Ekushey February pro-
grammes.

At about 3-am, the on-duty
guard heard a sound of falling
and soon after he discovered
Shahana lying unconsciously
on the ground. The guard im-
mediately informed the hall au-
thorities who rushed Shahana
to Dhaka Medical College Hos-
pital. The doclors, however, de-
clared her dead.

The body was handed over 1o
her family members on Sunday
after post-mortem. She was laid
to rest at her village home in
Munshiganj yesterday.

A unnatural death case was
filed with Dhanmondi police in
this coennection.

i

Vow to resist polls
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Jativie Pariy. Jamaat-e-Islami
and Islany Oikya Jote -- vesler-
day decided lor a 66-hour har-
tal, buryving their differences on
the duration of the shutdown.
Earlier, BNP had said the har-
tal would bie lor 60 hours while
its partners opted for 72 hours.

Al a meeting yvesterday. the
lialson commiliee also dis-
Cussed preparations for the
three-day hartal and took
“serious note” ol the ruling par-
1{,5 plan o take 1o the streets
aduring. the opposition pro-
gramme. "The government will
be held résponsible for any loss
ol life or damage to property.”
the meeting resolved.

I also alleged indisering-
nate arresls ol opposilion
workers o1 Lhe eve of the hartal
and blamed the government for
‘opting for the path of repres-
sion” instead of accepting the
"|ZIF'DF'1L"S dernands”.

The laison meeting also
added transports carrying hajj-
bound peeple to the list of vehi-
cles conventionally kept out of
the hartal purview, Vehicles of
press, hospitals, fire brigade,
and utility agencies are usually
exempled. Besides, food and
medicine shops are also spared.

Widespread violence is
leared as the ruling and opposi-
lion parties have planned street
protests during the three-day
hartal to resist voting. Besides.
the aulhoriiies have also
stepped up security to ensure
that the polls are held
smoot hilv.

In pre-hartal eclashes be-
tween the ruling and opposilion
parties. dezens of people were
hurt and several vehicles were
seL on firein the city vesterday,

111 a pre-hartal drive, police
arrested at least 50 upposition
workers including a ward
commissioner of BNP, MA
Qaiyum, from different areas in
the city. Fears of arrests also
forced many others to go inte
hiding, opposition sources said.

hi the capital alone, the gov-
ernunent has planmed to deploy
nearly 6,000 policemen and
BDR personnel during the har-
tal. Security has heen stepped
up in other parts of the country
where army jawans will back
up police-BDR-Ansar forees in
polling areas.

Pabna College

Froni Puge |

Lhe ¢ollege.

Police said April. invelved
in a number of eriminal cases,
was nol student of the college.
Aller his arrest; his followers
imarched te the resident of the
Principal, chanting slogans of
Chhatra League and Joy Bangla
and launched the attack %}r
stanes and missiles. They dam-
dged a microbus in front of the
liouse,
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he told reporters at New Delhi
International Airport,

The joint statement commit-
ted both governments to stop
interfering and intervening
from each other's affairs.

Whatever happens in Pak-
istan we blame India and what-
ever happens in India they
blame Pakistan ... there is a
need to get out of this." Pak-
istan's Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif told reporters at a joint
press conference at the end of
the talks.

In an accompanying state-
ment, the two prime ministers
agreed that their foreign minis-
lers would meet occasionally,
the two sides would look for
ways to cooperate in sharing in-
formation technology. '

Vajpayee called for a new era
in relations between Pakistan
and India.

While calling for global dis-
armament, he said the issue of
what weapons to deploy and
how many should be discussed
between India and Pakistan

and not world powers.

‘We should only spend as
much money on nuclear
weapons as is necessary .., this
should be decided between India
and Pakistan.”

To this end, Vajpayee said
that the two governments
should "exchange this informa-
tion and we should not let other
countries tell us."

Vajpayee said India did not
develop nuclear weapons and
“did not have nuclear devices to
altack others. just to protect
onrselves.

The demonstrations that
marred Saturday's meetings
were absent Sunday after police
in Lahore tock a heavy-handed
appma{:h arresting hundreds
of Islamic activists and deploy-
ing thousands of police and
paramilitary rangers around
the city.

Roads in Lahore were
blocked by police in riot gear,

Vajpayee's visit to Pakistan
has been hailed by both coun-
tries as a historic occasion —
one they are hopeful will move

their often shaky relations

In this backdrop, the oppo-
silion purties have planned to
involve larger number of work-
ers to enforce the shutdown. In
the capital, thev have selected
S0Ime core areas to picket during
the hartal, opposition sources
said. Those include: Jatrabari,
Nayabazar, Purana Palton,
Motijheel, Topkhana Road, Bi-
joynagar. Maghbazar, Farn-
gale and Mohakhali.

Meanwhile. the eity unit of
ruling Awami League has de-
cided to bring out anti-hartal

rocessions in the city on the
ﬁartﬂl days. "The party will
colne-in aid of the shopkeepers
and iransport workers and
camipaign lo create public
awareness against destructive
programmes like hartal.” an AL
source said, referring to the
parly decision. The partymen
will alse resist anarchy in the
name of agitation.”

Beggars bear
the brunt too

From Nurul Alam

CHITTAGONG, Feb 22: T wil
g0 to my village home early to-
morrow morning as | won't get
any money or alms here due to
closure of office during the
longdrawn hartal beginning
tomorrow”, safd 43-year-old
beggar Abul Kasemn sitling at the
cttrance of CGO building  at
Agrabad comimereial area at 3
pm taday.

Rasem. hailing [rem Dolghat
village under Pativa thana, said
he earnis about Tk 30 to 40 each
day by begging tuv people who
caome al this government office,

A concerned Kasem said, "It
will be really difficult for me
during hartal as I would be de-
prived of begging here”,

He said that he had resorted

to bepging lour years ago cue to |

blindness in gne of his eyes and
other physical disability.

Another beggar Rokeya Be-
gur, 25, with her two and half
years old sen at Badamtaolj
crossing near Iraffic signal, a
vantage poinl 1o seek inoney
lrony the inmates of passing ve-
hicles, echoed the same senti-
ment: “Harlal will force me to
stay home, depriving me of an
earning ol Tk 20-30 per day.”

“Most of the beggars here
huve 1o face same lot during the
ftartal," added Rokeya.

siraj Uddin, 45, found beg-
dingg at Dewanhat crossing in
the city, said that he would stay
inside his slum near by during
the three-day hartal.

I don't get money during
hartal as movement of people at
this busy place comes almost to
a hall", "People belonging to the
middle class income group
mostly give us money in nor-
mal days”.

Siraj added. "l like this bep-
fing now that I don't gel em-
ployment anywhere.”

forward,

Viajpayee called it a 'defining
moment in South Asian his-
lory.'

But al the end ol the day the
lwo uneasy neighbours were o
closer to resolving the decades
old territorial dispule over
Kashmir, the flash point of two
previous wars.

Vajpayee crossed into Pak-
istan Saturday aboard a bus
loaded with politicians and In-
dian film stars and decorated
with flags from the two cou-
tries.

Reulers adds: Indian Presi-
dent K R Narayanan said today
that India and Pakistan will
work on significant measures
lo promote peace following an
ice-breaking agreement at Lhe
weekend.

"“India and Pakistan will
now work to enter agreements
to put in place far-reaching con-
fidence-building measures.” he
said in an annual state-of-the-
nation address to parliament
prepared by the government.

Narayanan said Vajpayee's

gsion yesterday evening, tries to fir¢ up

— Star photo

WTO
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ers of [acing and surviving from
the natural disasters,
‘Bangladesh, despite all
these natural disasters, made

impressive performance during

the last few years. All these was
possible due to the huge liberal-
isation programme.” he said.
"Around 27 per cent of mer-
chandise produced in Bangla-
desh are gelling access in other
countries. while the world's
average 1s 2b per cent,”

He also said that the exports
gures of Bangladesh showed
impressive results, *l see im-
pressive results in Bangladesh
in Lhe last few years from 1993
lo 1997, It is remarkable to
achieve a six per cenl export
rate in 1998 from 4.5 per cent in
1993, 1 must admit that a coun-
lry having a growth rate of six
per cenl is moving fast. In the
last few years your exports to
Europe and US have increased.
The roads you have chosen is
taking you towards progress."

The road, he said, was of lib-
eralisation and globalisation.
"All these was possible due to
WTO. WTO is vital for a country
like Bangladesh. Here we have a
global system. When tariff is
reduced in a European count
it becomes applicable Lo al
other countries, Industrial tar-
il has decreased substantially
uver the last few vears. This was
the resull of liberalisation and
globalisation.”

He also said that globalisa-
tion was no more mere irade
liberalisation and capital
movement. Rather it is about
more and more public aware-
ness. The world is knowin
what is happening in the lield
of development or politics.

Addressing the function as
special guest, the commerce
and industries minister said he
was grateful to the USA and Eu-
rope lor providing quota and
GSF Iacilities respectively for
Lhe garments. “But we want to
gel aceess Lo other markets.”

seeking more {oreign direct
Investments in the LDCs, Tofail
said that LDCs were getting only
one per ¢ent of the global FDI.

UNB adds: _

Earlier, welcoming the WTO
director general. FBCCI presi-
dent Abdul Awal Mintoo said
the provision for global coher-
ence shounld ensure that poor
countries are not marginalised
inn Lhe process of liberalisation
and globalisation.

"The Uruguay Round Agree-
ments should be implemented
in _a manner that should con-
tribute to the integration of de-
veloping countries in the global
economy,” he said,

Mintoo added: “"the develop-
ing countries need assistance in
seizing the opportunities of-
fered by the liberalisation and
globalisation: Implementation
must take into account the de-
velopmenl dimension of the
poor countries.”

reduce

asseriion Lhat India backs a
‘secure, stable and prosperous”
Pakislan would mark a new
chapter in bilateral relations.
West Bengal Chief Minister
Jyoti Basu on Sunday said Vaj-
payee's bus trip to Pakistan will

-hardly produce any result.

Criticising (he BJP-led
coalition at the Centre Basu
said thal the 'Hindu fundamen-
talist government' is now in a
practical problem after carry-
ing oul the nuclear tests and has
surrendered to the IMF and
World Bank to appease the USA.

If the BJP-led government is
allowed to continue, America
will get the Comprehensive Test
Ban Trealy signed by them,
Basu said. .

In Karachi, Benazir Bhutto
today criticised Nawaz Sharif
for not pushing India to sign a
nuclear non-proliferation
agreement during the summit.

Bhutte said in a statement
that Sharif "missed a golden
opportunity for both India and

Pakistan to jointly announce

the signing of the CTBT during

the summit meeting."

[

Shazneen's father
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adjourning the cross-examina-
tion till March 9, which is the
tlate for hearing on framing
charges against the accused in
the raipe case in the Special
Court for Women and Children
Repression. The court, however,
rejected Lthe plea.

Following is a brief account
of the answers given by Latifur
Rahman during the cross-ex-
amination by the defence
lawyer yesterday.

— Driver Sadek usually
drives my motor vehicle. Sadek
sometimes drove cars used by
my family members, including
Shazneen. Sadek’s father was
itlso my driver,

— [t is not true that I had in-
[luenced police to make Sadek a
lalse witness in the charge sheet
of this case as he is one of my
old staff.

— Wilniess Ratan is an elec-
trician at my residence. He was
appointed by contractor Hasan.
Ratan has been, working at my
residence for the lasl one and a
hall years.

— It is not true that | had
used my influence to make
Ratan a witness in this case and
that he does not know anything
aboul the killing.

— Witness Hawa has been
serving as a maid at my resi-
dence for the last four or [live
vears. The primary job of Hawa
was Lo lake care of my daughter
Shazneen. Hawa usedy L
night in Shazneen’'s room.

— It is not true that Hawa
tloes not know anything about
the incident and that [ had used
my influence lo make her a
false witness of this case.

Poet Talim
Hossain dead

Poet Talim Hossain died of
old age complications in the
cily yesterday. He was 80, re-
ports UNB.

He left behind his wife, three
daughters and (wo sons. His
daughters — Shabnam
Mushtari, Parveen Mushtari
and Yasmin Mushtari — are
noted singers of the country.

The poet was laid lo rest al
Banani graveyard,

Born in 1918 at a Zamindar
tamily in Naogaon, Talim Hos-
sain was a leading poet sinece
30s and associated with jour-
nalism for quite sometime.

He was the editor of the
Mahe Nao and Purbachal, and
acting editor of monthly Mo-
hammadi.

He has a numbgr of publica-
tions. including books of poems
— Dishari, Shaheen, Islami
Kabita and Nuher Jahaj.

Talim Hossain received Lhe
Bangla Academy Award (1965),
Sitara-e-Imtiaz (1970), Ekushey
Padak (1982), Bangla Sahittya
Purashker (1992} and Nazrul
Academy Purashker, Churulia.
Wesl Bengal (1993).

He was the founder general
secretary of the Nazrul
Academy in Dhaka.

D-8 summit
From Pagg |
ol ministers' [(foreign ministers)
meeting on February 27,

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will inaugurate the
conference at the Sheraton Ho-
tel on March 1.

D-8 was launched by the
heads of government and state
in Istanbul in June in 1997.

The State Minister for For-
eign Allairs Abul Hasan
Chowdhury, acting foreign sec-
retary Mohiuddin Ahmed, D-8
commissioner from
Bangladesh and additional for-
eign secretary Dr Toufig Ali
and senior oflicials of a number
of ministries including Fi-
nance, Health, Commerce and
Agriculture attended the meet-
ing.

Bangladesh ambassador to
Indonesia and Bangladesh High
Comimissioner to Malaysia
were also present.

Meghnaghat
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lies to reassess the lowest hid-
der in the light of the clarifica-
tiori. It argued that iff VAT was
added to CWHEC's bid, then
Hyundai would become the low-
est bidder,

To resolve the matter in a
lransparent manner, the energy
ministry took up the matter
and directed the project consul-
lant, Mott Ewbank Preece, to
review the financial proposals
ol the bidders, discuss with
them and give its opinion,

In the first week of this
month. the cousultant told the
ministry that CWHEC's bid
should include VAT along with
olher taxes.

The ministry, however, ig-
nored this. And bidders alleged
lack of transparency in the de-
cision -making process, sources
pointed out,

However, even if the land
development contract is fi-
nalised before March, it will
not be possible to complete the
work before the rainy season.
Consequently, builders cannot
start work on installing a
power plant within the sched-
uled time,

This is the second time PDB
is conducting tender procedure
for selection of Meghnaghat
B{uwar plant land developer.

eghna%hat project is the
biggest of its kind in the coun-
try and involves investment by
the private sector and the Asian
Development Bank. PDB is pro-
viding land for the project and
it will have 10 per cent owner-
ship.

The first bid was cancelled
due to “lack of participation”,

o sleep at

— Witness Igbal Hossain is
My vounger sister's husband.
He s an engineer. lgbal was niot
preserit at Lthe party thal night
45 he was nul invited. He had
visited mie before I left Dhaka
for Shilong and also came to
my residence along with his
wife that night soon after the
murder.

— Il is not true that | have
used my influence to make
driver Delwar a [alse witness in
the case and that he does not
know anything about the inci-
dent.

— Witness Anisuzzaman
Khan is my close friend. He re-
lired when he was an additional
secretary. He is probably a di-
rector of GEC company.

— Witness Ahmed Shafi
Chowdhury is one of my inti-
mate friends. He was aﬁsu an
invited guest. He is owner of tea
gardert.

— Witness Obaidur Rahman
Khan is my {riend. He is the &l
der son of former prime minis-
ter Ataur Rahman Kharn. He was
also an invited guest.

— Witness Enam Ahmed
Chowdhury is one of my senior
friends and he was an’ invited
guest,

— Witness Atiqur Rahman

Masum is the linance director .
of my company and he is my
cousin, He was not present in
the party.
The name of my son Ar-
shad Waliur Rahman Reaz's
wife is Mona. Yes, she was a
model belore. [ do not know
whether she continues to be a
model now.

— Reaz works in my com-
pany.

— | know witness Altaf Hos-
sain very well. He is the general
manager of my company. Be-
sides, he also looks alter the le-
gal and corporale side of the
commpany.

— [t is not true that [ did not
tell police that Altaf gave me
some inlormation about the
murder. On May 2, 1998 | had
informed police aboul this.

— Witness Almas Zakiuddin
is a family Iriend. She was not
present in the party that night,

— I know witness Abed Azad.
He is a school student and was a
friend of my daughter.

— 1 know witness Sakeeb
Mubin Chowdhury. He was also
a Iriend of my daughter.

— [t is not true that I had in-
[luenced the investigating offi-
cer of the case to make the staff
of my Transcom Group of Com-
panies and my friends wil-
nesses in this case and that they
do not know anything about the
murder,

The judge AK Roy fixed
February 28 for further cross-
examination of the informant.

3 new addl judges
appointed in HC

President Shahabuddin
Ahimed yesterday appointed
three additional judges in the
High Court Division of the
Supreme Court, reports UNB.

They are Goura Gopal
Shaha., Ali Asgar Khan and
Aowlad Ali.

The appeointment is effective
Irom February 24, said an ofti-
cial handout,

Peelkhana

Fromn Paus |

separale the rest ol Peclkhana
Lake from the construction site.
Unce completed. in about two
years, the entrance to the coni-
plex would be separated from
the BDR main gales.

Commmenting on the venture,
Muntasir Mamun, a professor
of history at Dhaka University,
said thal different government
organisations were occupying
public land in the city to go into
lucrative businesses.

"This land (Peelkhana) and
the Cantonment belong to the
people of Dhaka and these
should be handed back to the
people.” said Mamun. He added
that Peelkhana should be
turned inlo a green space so that
the city dwellers can breathe
fresh air.

Mamun also pointed out that
d recent directive [rom the
prime minister says 1o one is
supposed to fill up a lake. More-
over, such security installation
should be based outside the city,
he said,

BDR headquarlers. occupy-
img more than 200 acres of land,
15 adjacenl to Road No 2 of
Dhanmandi in the city,

Schedule
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Shibchar. Damudyva, Bhedar-
ganj- -
Sylhet Division: Nabiganj
Chittagong Division: Chand-
ina, Chhengarchar, Matlab,
Ramganyj.

February 25

Rajshahi Division: Pirgani,
Shetabganj. Parbatipur. Syed-
pur, Haragachh, Kurigram.
Gaibandha, Panchbibi, Sher-
pur. Naogaon, Rohonpur,
Charghat. Gurudashpur, Ulla-
para, Pabna.

Barisal Division: Barguna,
Perojpur, Bakerganj, Nalchhiti.

Dhaka Division: Tangail.
Mymensingh, Durgapur,
Bhairab, Nalitabari, Narsingdi.
Faridpur, Madaripur, Tungi-
para, Kotalipara.

Sylhet Division: Chhatak,
Madhabpur, Srimangal, Ku-
laura.

Chittagong Division: Daud-
kandi., Hajiganj. Kochua,
Raipur, Nnﬂkha]]i. Chatkhil,
Patia. Khagrachhari & Ranga-
mali.

Source: Election Commis-
sion '



