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Call for Sanity

We are into the dark tunnel, darker perhaps
than anything the nation has known before. Poli-
tics has been grossly mishandled to misc into
an eye ball to eye ball situation that finds the en-
tire nation writhing like a sacrificial lamb. The
people's worst predicament is they have been co-
erced into it. No understanding could be reached in
good time to head it off simply because none was
seriously attempted in the first place. Most irre-
sponsibly time was allowed to run out as if all con-
cerned were set to present the nation with a self-de-
structive fait accompli.

The lack of initiation of a dialogue process is the
principal culprit. It is the ruling party in whom
vests the power to 'give’, so that it must bear a
greater responsibility for the fact that no pre-emp-
tive dialogue could take place. Dealing perfuncto-
rily with the opposition demands they chose to
stay focused on the mechanics of the municipal
elections holding up a 'list of opposition
candidates’ purportedly participating in the polls
against party directives at the drop of a hat as if
that by itself took care of all the eventualities. On
the other hand, one could argue that the opposition
demands concerning removal of the CEC and re-
form of the election commission being outside the

urview of the government's natural authority its
ﬁands were too tied to deliver anything positive on
the questions raised. Our point is, without being
obdurately self-righteous about such things the
ruling party could initiate a dialogue with the op-
position to explain its position to them and arrive
at a compromise solution that could merit justifi-
cation on pressing political grounds. Technicali-
ties cannot override a bipartisan political compul-
sion that has taken the character of national in-
terest.

While the ruling party is to be faulted for the
lack of dialogue, the opposition has to be squarely
blamed for calling the hartal against the wishes of
the people and in total disregard for socio-eco-
- nomic consequences and erosion of national im-

e.
agWe think democracy has received yet another
setback — thanks to the coercive and vengeful con-
duct of politics by the parties concerned. They are
hell-bent upon getting even with each other. We
condemn the tendency.

Deep as our shared disappointment with the na-
tion is, we urge both sides to be on maximum alert
to ensure that the dark tunnel into which they are
pushing us does not bear witness to any further
loss of innocent lives than their unabated political
confrontation has already exacted from the citi-
Zenry. '

Lahore Declaration

Indian Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee’s
bus journey to Pakistan this week may not have
caused a breakthrough in resolving outstanding
disputes between the two countries, but it has cer-
tainly given impetus to efforts to restore confi-
dence. Official pronouncements made by the two
prime ministers may have been rhetorical, and the
“bus summit” may have been strong in symbolism,

mechanism for information exchange to prevent
an accidental or unauthorised use of nuclear
weapons by one against the other. In other words,

both India and Pakistan are waking up to their re-
sponsibilities as nuclear powers, by addressing the
need to minimise the chances of war in general and
a nuclear exchange in particular.

Relations between the two, strained for decades
due to conflict over Kashmir, had plunged to a new
depth in May last year, when both carried out test
explosions of nuclear devices. Coupled with the
huge investments both are making in developing
medium to long range missile systems capable of
carrying nuclear warheads, this had raised the
stakes in the dispute over Kashmir to a dangerous
level. While Kashmir remains an intractable prob-
lem, over which neither side appears willing to
concede an inch, the need to reduce tension and
avert war has become paramount due to the intro-
duction of the nuclear factor.

___What the nuclear element means is that the idea

of a military solution to the Kashmir problem now
carries zero credibility. The guestion that remains
is whether India and Pakistan are prudent enough
to manage their relations in such a manner that a
war, which might escalate into a nuclear one, does
not break out. The region would expect that India
and Pakistan work towards building mutual con-
fidence and take whatever steps necessary to avert
a war. The bus summit portends well for the future,
but it is only the first step. The real hard work.
where the defence establishments of the two coun-
tries have to work closely to keep each other in-
formed, is yet to come. If is vital that momentum
created by the bus summit is maintained through
continuous dialogue and rapid implementation of
confidence-building measures.

Long, Hot Summer Ahead

The slips have started showing. The short 'warm’
winter has already given way to what could actu-
ally be a lnn% hot summer rendered hotter by the
shortage of electricity. Since the crisis started star-
ing'in the face of the government in 1996, political
rhetorics have abounded with not much of a posi-
tive effect seen on the deteriorating power supply
situation. The energy minister lost his portfolio to
no less a person than the PM and a short period of
improvement that apparently followed has been
overshadowed by a' chronic shortage of this vital
ingredient that is absolutely necessary for a coun-
try to develop socially and industrially. A promii-
nent Bangla daily has published an elaborate re-
port on the power sector that sends alarming sig-
nals for the coming months of summer.

Lack of coordination among the government
agencies that are responsible for producing and
distributing power on the one hand, and between
| them and the energy ministry on the other has
I- pushed the power sector on to the edge of a

precipice. The net result will be the suffering of the
people and disaster for commerce and industry in
the country. Only one out of the proposed 1g:nmr
barge-mounted power plants has gone into
operation, the rest hang fire. The Meghnaghat
Power Plant remains still a far cry. The sixth unit
of Ghorasal Power Station was commissioned on
31 January but it was shut down after a week for
technical reasons. The current demand for power
is around 2600 MW which will increase to around
2900 MW in summer. But together with Ghorasal,
Baghabari and Baroawlia the generation will not
exceed 2200 MW leaving a shortfall of at least 600
MW this summer. The scenario looks depressing,
The government must come up with practical
solutions to this gigantic problem.
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Brt.the Lahore Declaration has sttight'to chalk cut "
a-fetused agenda for talks between the two,sides, «
which' represents the first step.in.establishing a
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In the vear 1999 when North
Atlantic Treaty Organisation,
the modern world's most endur-
ing and successful military al-
liance, is due for its golden ju-
bilee celebration and enlarge-
ment with three new members
— Poland, Hungary and Czech
Republic — the outfit remains
an entity in search of a mission
in post Cold War environs. Ear-
lier, of course, the NATO not
only had a mission, it deterred
the advance of Soviet commu-
nism, fought and won the Cold
War and validated the concept
of collective defense. Now re-
gardless of all the institutional
changes and its 1997 decision
for an eastward expansion the
core question about NATO per-
sists: what is the strategic pur-
pose of new, enlarged NATO?
Beyond grand rhetorics, NATO's
key business and how it hopes
to accomplish that remains ob-
sCure,

The 12-member NATO of
1949 will soont become 19-
member alliance with its door
open to more members in fu-
ture. The decision-making even
in 12-member NATO was [ar
[rom easy wilh disagreements
occurring rather frequently.
There were deep sirains, out-of-
area problems, burden sharing,
alliance nuclear strategy and so
on. The NATO with limited
nummber of members, in a lim-
ited Eengraphica] area. bound
logether in Lhe face of clear and
common threat could however
overcome those hurdles. In a
non-Cold War environment a
19-member NATO — likely to be
enlarged further — will find a
consensus in the decision mak-
ing extremely difficult. Now
thatl the new entrants have been
asked 1o join the alliance by

OPINION

S manifest by the
A};rnlifgrating newspaper

eports, post editorials
anidd published comments here
by columnists and delegate
members returning home afler
attending the Calcutta Book
Fair, there is angry reaction,
widespread frustration and
deep disenchantment over the
seemingly cool and shabby
treatment the delegation
received during their visit. The
chronicle ol protest denun-
ciations over their bruised
pride and self-esteem are:

The visit of the 81 -member
sirong official delegation
headed by Prime Minisler
Hasina and comprising the lor-
eignn minister, education minis-
ter. Lthe cultural affairs minis-
ter, the political adviser to the
prime minister, the chiel of
whip, some MPs and cmincnt

- scholars, writers. poets, artists
and journalists was handled in

a slipshod manner: the authori-
ties of West Bengal made a short
shrift of protocol formalities
normally available during such
a visit by a head of the govern-
ment of a foreign country; she
was recelved on arrival at Cal-
cutta by none representing the
Indian government in Delhi:
the inauguration ceremony of
the fair attended by Prime
Minister Hasina as the chief
guest and Chief Minister Jyoti
Basu was held in a very ordi-
nary, pedestrian and lacklustre
stage not belitting the grandeur
ol the occasion marked by the
presence of the primme minister
of a foreign couniry. Even some
Calculla newspaper reports de-
plored that the stage was worse
than erdinary puja mandaps in
remaote villages.,

The publishers and book-
sellers guild, the organisers of
the fair, were rank impolite
when they repeatedly addressed
prime minister Hasina as chief
minister Begum Hasina Wazed.
Even Ananda Bazar Patrika

Even if most Russians including President Yeltsin see NATO enlargement largely in term of threats
to Russian interests, enlarged NATO is actually smitten with crucial weakness. The relegation of
American influence in Europe's security by making the alliance answerable to the Organisation

for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) has been a persistent objective of some

Russian foreign En!iey makers. _

this year the question of en-

+ largement is no more an impor-

tant issue. What has however
been of primary significance
now is the programine’s secu-
rity fallout not only on Europe
but over entire Eurasia and be-
yond — thanks to a deep sense
of betrayal inflicted on Russia
not only by NATO enlargement
but by west's clumsy handling

of Russia after the demise of .

Cold War.

The NATO enlargement has.
in more than one way, hurt
Russia's pride. Because during
Lhe last days of Cold War Presi-
clent Bush sulliciently hinted at
the possibility ol a strategic
partnership between the US and
new Russia in a peaceful wind-
ing down of Cold War and eras-
ing its residual effects. The
hints were made also al the ir-
relevance of NATO after the
Cold War. Now the continuance
of NATO and its enlargement
are seen by Russia as double
breach of promise. Russia's
sense of grievance was intensi-
fied by the Clinton administra-
tion's abandonment of the
much-vaunted strategic part-
nership and its replacement by
traditional balance-of-power
approach of relationship. In
Moscow, among politicians of
all hues there is bitter feeling
that Russia has received hardly
any reward for her cooperation
in ending the Cold War in a
cost-free manner.

To appease the Russian sense

of betrayal and threat, the
NATO-Russia Founding Act on
Mutual Relations, Cooperation
and Security was agreed upon
before the NATO's Madrid
Summit in 1997. This granted
Russia a permanent mission at
NATO headquarters. The
Summit created the European-
Atlantic Partnership Council
comprising dilations from
NATO and all the 'Partnership
of Peace' states. Asit wastobea
link between NATO and the rest
of Europe. Russia could be af-

menia-Azerbaizani conflict
and the internecine internal
strife of Tajikistan to shape
government and local politics
1o suit Russia's inlerests.
Russian diplomacy has also
been very active in the Middle
East. The driving force behind
this diplomatic alacrity is none
other than Russia's former for-
eign minister and npw Prime
Minister Primakov who has
been an acknowledged Middle
East expert in the final Soviet
administration. In the Gulf,

* FERISPECITIVES

by Brig (Rtd) M Abdul Hafiz

forded another window to the
alliance through this structure.
But none of these arrangements
was able to placate the anxiety
of Russia who in response to her
apparent setback in Europe
sought compensation else-
where. Reasserting influence in
the Newly Independent States
in the scuth and recovering a
leading role in traditional Mid-
dle Easl could be seen as way to
establish Russia's great power
status and deny the US a free
hand in these regions. Since
1993 Russia has, with some suc-
cess. used her military means
i1 the Georgian Civil War, Ar-

Russia has been courling Iran
with nuclear technology, sales
ol advanced weapons and, ol
course, moral support against
the US. Another major feature
ol Russian foreign policy in the
region has been an open
demonstration of sympathy for
Saddam Hussein of Iragq and
renewal of old links with Libya
and Syria. The trade links, the
recovery of old debts from So-
viet era, arms sale and, not the
least, posing a challenge to US
hegemony in the area motivate
these policies. Given NATO's
real politic in Europe Moscow
feels no pricks of conscience

aboul pursuing Russia's na-
tional interests throughout the
greater' Middle East from Cas-
pean Sea to North Africa.

The denial of free hand to
the US in the south and south
wesl Asia is of strategdic interest
to China. In her calculation, the
more stretched the US is in the
Middle East the less energy and
fewer capabilities it will have
in the Asia-Pacific-China's pri-
mary strategic focus. Moreover
China is also interested in
having an access to Gulf oil and
Lhe Middle East market for her
last-expanding trade. Spurned
by the US as a sirategic partner
Russia is now Seeking China
lor the same, and a pragmatic
entente {s already under way.
Mutual interests in oil, secure
border vulnerable to militant
Islam in South West Asia, arms
sales, trade links and a com-
mon [ront against the rising
wave ol Pax-Americana are the
bases of present Moscow-Bei-
jing axis.

Although Russia seems to
have been marginalised in Eu-
rope’s political and security
scene by NATO's eastward ex-
pansion and isolated by NATO's
taking away some of her former
allies her subtle gains are con-
siderable if skilfully exploited.
An unwieldy NATO decision
rnaking will now be subjected to
Russia's scrutiny by virtue of
Founding Act which obliges
NATO "to consult, and strive to
cooperate to the broadest possi-
ble degree” with Russia in the

Oh Calcutta! Pangs of Unrequited Love

by Abdul Hannan

was bitterly critical of this glar-
ing lapse and indiscretion. Al-

“ler Prime Minister Hasina had

linished her speech as the chiel
guest of the fair, the organisers
requested the Foreign Minister
Abdus Samad Azad to speak.
Poet Shamsur Rahman was re-
guested 1o inaugurate the [air
after foreign minister's brief
speech was over. These were in
clear breach of the standard
protocol: it was a left-handed
complement lo poet Shamsur
Rahman when he was asked lo
inaugurate the lair after the
designated guest the Nobel lau-
reale Jose Saramago of Portu-
fal failed to turn up at the last
1our to inaugurate the fair.

The organisers of the fair
made a mockery of Bangladesh
as the focal theme of the book

lair this year as no writers, po-

ets and intellectuals from West
Bengal were presenl to hear
Bangladesh scholars speak at
the discussions and seminar on
Bangladesh culture on the des-
ignated Bangladesh day on
January 30; the cultural elite of
Wesl Bengal was conspicuous by
their absence at the reception
held al the Bangladesh Deputy
High Commission in honour of
Bangladesh delegation mem-
bers: 26 book slalls of
Bangladesh publishers were
squeezed in an obscure and in-
accessible corner of the fair
pavilion.

Lastly. there was inept han-
dling, mismanagement and
lack of coordination by our
Deputy High Commission in
Calcutta, the Foreign and Cul-
tural Affairs ministries. When
no less a person than a former
foreign secretary, Farooqg
Ahmed Choudhury in his col-
umn “Frankly Speaking" (The
Daily Star, February 8) writing
about the "poor mentality” n!?
the organisers and "bitter taste
in the mouth” left by the visit
says "standing at the immigra-
tion queue at the Calcutta air-

port 1 had the unpleasant expe-
rience of watching lelt to their
own devices by those whose re-
sponsibility it should have been
to receive and extend the mini-
mum courtesies due to an offi-
cial delegation of considerable
literary eminence”, the matter
cannot be dismissed as mere
sentimental outpouring of some
[uddy-duddy intellectual fringe
but needs to be examined.

What was a well-mmeaning
visil by the prime minister who
was invited to be the chief guest
at the Calcutta Book Fair and
receive the honorary award of
"Deshikottama” Viswa
Bharati university in Shan-
tiniketan ended in a disaster,
according to the intellectuals
accompanying the prime min-
ister. Yet, the laments, fume
and f(rets:over what Prof Zillur
Rahman Siddiqui, a' former
vice-chancellor described as "a
futile and frustrating visit" are
self-inflicted wounds. The frus-
trations are due to the self-con-
ceited and overpowering love
and infatuation of our intellec-
tuals for the cultural milieu of
West Bengal. It is not intelligi-
ble why an inordinately large
team of 81 scholars, writers,
poets, artists and journalists
should have run pell-mell and
join in droves the primie minis-
ter's entourage. The mad rush
for the Calculta visit by our in-
tellectuals is reminiscent of re-
ligious frenzy for a pilgrimage
to a holy place. Unless our cul-
ture is seized with decadence, we
could not have displayed such a
mendicant mindset.

Our intellectuals felt ignored
and humiliated as none from
West Bengal seemed to take an
notice of their presence in Cal-
cutta. In their penchant for love
and attention from the intellec-
tuals of West Bengal they sadly
betrayed a provincial outlook.
It is a pity we often- forget that

we are a nation with a proud

history ‘and tradition of our
successiul struggle for language
and literature, freedom and
democralic rights drawing in-
spiration [rom within and not
without across the border
which is swamped and assimi-
lated by the greater Indian cul-
ture. We have many individual
talents in arts and lileralure
who can be more than
favourable compared with
those in contemporary West
Bengal. As for the lack of inter-
est by West Bengal writers and
poels about the visil, there was
nothing surprising about their
reaction. Faor them there was
nothing new and extraordinary
about the visit. Familiarit

breeds contempl. West Benga

writers and poets are too famil-
iar with our writers and pocts to
be excited about their presgnce
as many ol them visit Calcutta
individually and ‘meet them.
Besides, for many of them the
visil was "a return of the prodi-
gal son”, "a return of the na-
tive", "a home coming by the
renegade’ and had the reso-
nance ol "Epar Bangia Opar

Bangla, Ganga Amar Ma Padma
Amar Ma" refrain about which
many of our intellectuals find a
common chord. It is what is re-
iterated by Annada Sankar
Roy, the noted West Bengal
writer when he says that "the
political border between West
Bengal and Bangladesh is arti-
ficial". It is an attitude of high
brow paternalism which in
essence is irridentist and partly
explains their condescension Lo
the visiting guests from
Ban_l_%:adesh,

e harsh reality of the ex-
periences of our intellectuals
during their visit, though bitter,
was necessary in as much as it
providés a defining moment foi
introspection and self-ques-
tioning by those of our intellec-
tuals who suffer from a schism
in the soul, who ridicule and are

contemptuous of the
description of our distinctive
identity as Bangladeshi as
opposed to Bengali and are
euphoric about everylthing in
West Bengal. Bangladeshi or
what you name it, there is no
denying that we are a separate
entity — a nation with distinct
history, culture and tradition,
habits, rites and rituals, hopes
and aspiration. This
realisation dawned on poct
Shamsur Rahman who while
inau%urating the book fair
forcefully articulated, perhaps
much to the chagrin of the local
audience, "despite our many
commonallies we are different”.

It was not altogether a failed
visit as some of our intellectu-
als would have us believe. The
improprieties and indiscre-
tions of the organisers of the
fair apaft, the.Westl Bengal
hosts treated the primne minis-
ter well by giving a civic recep-
tion. holding banquet dinner by
the West Bengal governor and
lunch by chief minister Jyoti
Basu and on top of all, confer-
ring the distinet honour of
Deshikottama award by the
Viswa Bharati University. The
visit certainly created goodwill
for Bangladesh in West Bengal.
Bul questions are being asked
"does the goodwill created in
West Bengal contribute to build-
Aing goodwill and understanding
with India?", "Do we need West
Bengal to hold our brief and
broker peace, friendship and
cooperationn with India?” Chief
Minister Jyoli Basu's remark in
course ol his meeting with
Bangladesh journalists that he
would persuade Delhi to allow
more exports [rom Bangladesh
during his visit to Delhi on
January 29 savours of a
paironising lone and is
Jemeaning.

The Indian government,
however, could not care less
about the visit than sending its
forcign minister Jaswant Singh

" Russia's Response to NATO Enlargement

Permanent Joint Council on all
issues of common interest, This
arrangement brings Russia into
the heart of NATO decision-
makin%.

In theory Russia cannot ex-
ercise a veto over NATO deci-
sions, but in political practice
Russia is bound to wield consid-
erable influence over the new,
enlarged alliance when NATO is
obliged to discuss any contro-
versial decision with Russia. In

fact Henry Kissinger foresees a
"Never Never Land” of NATO de-
cision making where an en-
larged North Atlantic Council,
the PTC and European-Atlantic
Council would be jostling for
power. In thal jumble Russia
may be in a position to play off
some Europeans against others
or the United States or France
supporting Russia against
American dominance within
the alliance. Thus now onward
the likelihood of consensus
within the alliance will be low
as demonstrated by the diver-
gent postures of France and
Russia from those of the US and
Britain over the Gulf crisis of
early 1998.

Even if most Russians in-
cluding President Yeltsin see
NATO enlargement largely in
term of threats to Russian in-
terests, enlarged NATO is actu-
ally smitten with crucial
weakness. The relegation of
American influence in Europe's
security by making the alliance
answerable to the Organisation
for Security and Cooperation in
Europe [OSCE) has been a per-
sisteril objeclive of some Rus-
sian foreign policy makers. By
default. NATO enlargement has
delivered a variation of this
long desired foreign policy ob-
jective of Russia.

to Calcutta not exclusively for
paying courtesy to Lhe visiting
prime minister on behall of the
central government but for
holding 45 minutes substantive
bilateral talks with prime
minister Hasina on wide rang-
ing issues including (rade, en-
ergy and transport, particularly
Dhaka-Calcutta, Dhaka-Agar-
tala bus service. [t would have
been appropriate and graceful if
the bilateral talks were held at
the level of foreign ministers of
the two countries. If we do not
sealously guard, protect and
preserve our national honour
and dignity, nobody will offer it
in a platter,

Perhaps. the prime minister
was not well advised to lead
such a large delegation. It is not
understood what was the com-
pulsion of the visit at a time

“when Lhe government was busy

suceessiiy! picking up picces of
the ravages af on& ol Lhe worst

floods of theicentury: .lf any-

body has to be blamed. the ac-

cusing finger must lie with her

advisers who before entertain-

ing the invitation should have

seriously considered its poten-

tial outcome — gains and losses
for the nation.

The Depuly High Commis-
sion in Calcutta unfortunately
has received much of the drub-
bing in the writings of disgrun-
tled delegation members. It is
palpably unfair to make a
scapegoat of the Deputy High
Commission whose scarce re-
sources must have spread thin
Lo handle such an unwieldy del-
egalion. The buck must stop at
the door of our High Commis-
sionn in Delhi and the Foreign
and Cultural Affairs ministries
which should have anticipated
and forestalled the pitfalls of
organising such a large delega-
lion of writers, poets and jour-
nalists prone to chafe at the
slightest infringement, real or
imaginary, of their hallowed
privileges.

fir-uy

address. :
BD-Jordan ghapla

Sir, Our Foreign Ministry
has some explaining to do to
clear up the ghapla (situation
normal all fumbled up) created
by Dhaka at the non-represen-
tation at the proper level by
Bangladesh during the funeral
of King Hussein (despite enuuﬁh
early warning of the fatal ill-
ness); and the late flight of the
Prime Minister to Amman to
make amend. Of course business
topics cannot be discussed
officially during the period of
muurninfg.

Our foreign relations with
the Muslim countries needs to
be reviewed at the highest level,
and on top priority basis. We as
a Muslim community (9 out of
10 are Muslims) cannot afford
to be indifferent to the Islamic
world in these days when the
slow resurgence of religious urg-
ings has become a fundamental
political issue. Many of our cit-
izens are not aware that a Jor-
danian embassy in Dhaka is yet
to open.

A Concermed Citizen
Dhaka

We should protest

Thanks for

our today's
commentary on

ebruary 14.

- People should have courage to

proiest against all misdeeds of
the government and the opposi-

tion. The parties are for the

people, not the other way round.

People should be educated and

ﬁmijl iane doing this through your
ailies.

The next morning, I saw a .

' these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short Ieﬂqrs_
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and.

Letters for publication in

car on Satmasjid Road running
with our national flag, the car
had darked tinted %ass. Is it
allowed as per vehicles rule or
the mafias have special rule. I
remember, you appreciated PM
for his commitment of not
stopping vehicles on road dur-
ing her travel. Perhaps, you
know they drive away all other
cars and even the pedestrians
from footpath.

Also like many other I do
not have answers why Dr Ka-
mal does not get vote but the
mafias get. Let's work to make
them believe they are friends
not masters.

Lutfar
Igbal Road, Mohammadpur.
Dhaka

Milk runs

Sir, A DS report from Ja-
malpur published on Feb 8
pointed out a-typical infrastruc-
ture complaint of the small
producers in the rural areas: the
milk produced and marketed in
some of the areas do not fetch
even the production cost of the
milk. Cannot sell the cows
Erernaturely before the loans

ad been milked!

There is confirmation from
ariother source: The Aarong
milk had to be collected from
thousands of rural domestic
homes and processed in the
newly opened Aarong dairy

rocessing plant, because these
amilies were finding it diffi-
cult to market the excess milk
and pay off the loan install-
ments.

The middle man is the bug,
and storage, collection, trans-

portation and distribution of
the marketing system is a big
problem in the developing
countries. The government
projects loudly proclaim in sta-
tistical units a large number of
rural-based projects; but this
type of shortcoming continues.

The difference is between
quantity and quality, There is
another hidden area for im-
provement: QC or Quality-Con-
trol. It would be sarcastic to
paint out that this quality fac-
tor is as high as the QC in poli-
tics! Smooth operators should
not be slippery, and should op-
erate from firm grounds.

Lel our administrators take
some lessons in milk runs:
which of course does not mean
spoon-feeding.

A Zabr
Dhalka

"Consumers
Cheated"

Sir, This is in reference to
the letter of A Zabr (DS
10.02.99) who wanted to know
“would it be impolite to ask for
an explanation" of CAB
(Consumers Association of
Bangladesh) as they remained
indifferent to the deprival of
the consumers towards the ben-
efit out of devaluation of vari-
OUS currencies.,

It's true that the CAB is a
body in name only. I haven't
seen much activity of the so-
called association for the con-
sumers in course of decades of
their existence. The question of
benefit by devaluation of other
currencies is a far cry which in
fact is absorbed quietly by the
devaluation of our currency. Yet
it should have been able to
monitor such developments
and %uuk after the welfare of the

3

ut what about their other
basic role to save and protect
the interest of the consumers by
intercepting and stopping in-
vasion of our markets by spu-
rior goods like T"bottled

[mineral) water” which have
been reported to be full of iin-
purities and harmful [nomen-
clature of the water being
baffling). There are a number of
products marketed even with
the 'BSTI' mark are ques-
tionable for their claimed
quality and there is where the
CAB proved to be quite a failure.

It's perhaps time to propa-
gate public concern and opinion
against cheating of the inno-
cent and unaware consumers
and go for a new worthwhile ex-
ercise,

A F Raman
Dhaka

EU in CHT

Sir, In a diplomatic swoop,
duly escorted officially. reps of
eight EU countries, descended
or ascended on CHT with bright
promises to assist the GOB to
develop the local infrastructure,
for improving the quality of life
in the zone.

In the gas energy sector,
small Cairns has been replaced
by giant Shell as the former's
energy gassed out in the finan-
cial market overseas. The
Dhaka-Calcutta bus service is
scheduled from Ekushey Febru-
ary. A high powered energy del-
egation lrom the 1S is in the
city to smooth out energy ad-
ministration and processing.
President Clinton is likely to
visit S Asia during the next
winter. Lots of goodies in the
year 2000 minus one, despite
our tiny Y2ZK problems.

After the EU qurbani, the
mighty Uncle Sam might like to
squeeze tiny CHT with further
investment prospects t:luriﬂ%l a
holiday binge of the tourist hill
resorts. Perhaps from the high-
est point somewhere in the
CHT, the pagodas of Mandala
might be visible using V
(virtual reality) scanning de-
vices. The mobile solar genera-
tors for the remote and isolated
areas is a good transfer of tech-
nology in the sense 'smallis

beautiful'. Some micro or mini
hydel projects might sprout in
the CHT. Our PM had exclusive
talks with the CHT chief re-
cently in Dhaka. Suddenly CHT
is in the spot-light, perhaps in a
bid to get out of some tight spots
artificial or real.

If winter is here, can spring.
be far behind? Perhaps some-
thing more interesting than
hartals is going to materialise.
Let us keep a playful watch.

Abul M Ahmad
Dhaka

To help a hartal
victim
Sir, Mr Farhad Ahmed's
poignant letter on Feb 13 has
touched me, as 1 too feel sad for
the family of the rickshaw-
puller Mr Mchammed Ali who

died from the burn injuries re-
ceived on a 'hartal’ day.

Many times I wish I could do
something for the families of
such victims but my limited
means stops me from doing so.
But then again | feel guilty and
feel that I should be doing some-
thing, and as I cannot give any
financial help I offer my time to
assist Mr Farhad Ahmed in any
way when he is here in Dhaka.

So if Mr Ahmed wants my
humble help. he may contact
me, at my address.

Jerry B Matthias
222/Ka Malibagh
(1st floor} Flat No 3
Dhaka-1217

Saddam Hussein

Sir, | saw a news item that
Saudi Arabia and Egypt which
called for Saddam's ouster but
the question is: who is going to
benefit by 1t? America and Is-
rael will collect a bunch of Iragi
dissidents living abroad and
make them the government of
Iraq. In reality the whole of
Iraq will be controlled by

America and Israel — with
American Army occupying Iraq
under the pretext of training
Iragi soldiers. They will con-
trol the oil fields of Iraq and
thereby lower the prices of oil
still below the present $10 pb.
America and Israel will com-
pletely dominate West Asia and
no Arab will be able to break
twig in his house unless US
permits it. The US is using
Saudi Arabia and Egypt to oust
Saddam Hussein because they
realise they can't do it them-
selves.

They have realised they
can't do this without Arab help.
Once this objective is achieved
US will dump both Saudi Ara-
bia and Egypt in a dustbin.
Iraqis will also not benefit be-
cause their condition under a
bunch of dissidents who will
form the government of Iraq
supported by America will be
worse than it is now.

| hope Saudi Arab and Egypt
will not allow themselves to be
used as a tool US and Israel and
be dilched once the purpose is
achieved.

I saw the following headline
in the Indian ress, dated
14.2.99 "Clinton survives with
badly bruised image". President
Bill Clinton's survival of im-
peachment charges of perjury
and obstruction of justice does
not mean he will regain the re-
spect of legislators, analysts
say.

Senator Graham said: "the
President's self-indulgent ac-
tions were immoral, disgrace-
ful, reprehensible.” Senator
Bennett predicted Clinton
would go down in history as
“the most accomplished, pol-
ished llar we have ever had in
the White House." The very
name Clinton he said, will be-
come part fuf the l;!:xicuns ‘I.E:Il a
"synon or an elegant, =
e

R Malik



