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he Language Move-
ment is one of the
most important chapters in
ou
Ingependence struggle
blessomed by trekking the
path of this very movement.
Our mother tongue has now
been established in its
rightful place after journey-
ing through a long road
crPpssing many ups and
down and many state spon-
sofed intrigues. Our dear-
est mother tongue Bangla—
which is the 8th Interna-
tignal Language of the
world in terms of adher-
ents—has been glorified by
the blood of innumerable
martyrs like Salam, Rafiq,
Jabbar, Barkat and Salaud-
dil:l.

Afempts have been made
in’the past to distort his-
tofy and hide the truth by
providing wrong informa-
tion about those who gave
leadership to the Language
Mevement, were deeply in-
volved in it and provided
inkpiration to the noble
caiise. Some people wish to
lopk at the contribution of
thuse luminous stars and
lafiguage warriors of our

I |

history like Shamsul
Haque, Principal Abul
Kashem, Bangabandhu

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,
Rdmaruddin Ahmed, Sham-
syl Alam, Nurul Haque,
Gaziul Haque, Oli Ahad,
Mohammad Toaha and Kazi
Gelam Mahbub in a crooked
manner, Many of these
pgople want to highlight
the role of Golam Azam.

Tﬁgir conscience is not
plicked even when they try
tck belittle the revered per-
sqgnalities like Dr. Moham-
miad Shahidullah, Dhiren-
dranath Datta, Professor
Qnazi Motahar Hossein,
Abul Mansur Ahmed and
Nawab Al Chowdhury, who
played a pioneering role in
tl_jp Language Movement,

| history-conscious peo-
> know that the Language
svement did not start all
of ,a sudden. The Language
Movement is not confined
td merely the tragic events
of 21st February, 1952. The
njoevement was also not the
outcome of a sudden an-
puncement by a leader or
an army officer. This
movement had a rationale,
%‘::ackgmund and a history,
e language warriors were
those who provided leader-
ship in that eventful history
apd were involved during
dffferent twists and turns
of the movement. They are
our national pride.

¢

If we look at history and
analyse the events, we see
that after the adoption of

~historys-@ure-stnhoremesalution - the main .«

1551;;_1@_1_;13@{53@31 mobili-
satiomr of the Muslim com-

munity of the subcontinent
was the creation of an in-
dependent Pakistan. Reli-
gious fanaticism sup-
pressed the geographic
separation and. linguistic
differences between the
provinces which were in-
cluded in the Pakistan
resolution. After the an-
nouncement of the Mount
Batten Plan on 3 June,
1947, the people of East
Bengal started discussion
on the language issue along
with other problems likely
to be confronted by Pak-
istan.

In July, the Gana
Azadi League led by Muslim
League leader Kamaruddin
Ahmed declared in its
Manifesto titled 'pro-
gramme for immediate
demands', "Bangla is our
state language. All measures
must be taken to use it in
the country”. Tajuddin

Ahmed was directly in-
volved with this declara-
tion. After returning from
Calecutta, Sheikh Mujib also
got fully involved in the
Language Movement.

In July, 1947, the Vice
Chancellor of Aligarh Uni-
versity Dr. Ziauddin Ahmed
delivered a speech advocat-
ing for the recognition of
Urdu as the only state lan-
guage of Pakistan. Dr. Mo-
hammad Shahidullah
protested the idea immedi-
ately after his speech. After
this event, on 1st Septem-
ber, the Tamuddun Majlish
was founded wunder the
initiative and leadership of
Abul Kashem, who was a
teacher of Dhaka University
and later a Principal. From
its very inception, per-
sonalities like Syed Nazrul
Islam, Shamsul Alam and
Fazlur Rahman Bhuiyan
came to the aid of Tamud-
dun Majlish. Similarly,
Sheikh Mujib also sup-
ported and helped it in
matters related to the
state language. For the first
time in September, 1947,
the Tamuddun Majlish
brought out a compilation

titled "Pakistan's state lan- |
Bangla or Urdu".

guage :

Three exceptional articles
were published in the
compilation demanding
Bangla as the state language
which were written by
Professor Abul Kashem,

Professor Quazi Motahar
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The Language Movement

and Bangabandhu

Rafiqul Islam Ratan

Hossein and Abul Mansur
Ahmed. It created a sensa-
tion all around.

Resolute demands were
again raised for state lan-
guage Bangla at the meet-
ing of East Pakistan Liter-
ary Sangsad held at Fazlul
Haque Muslim Hall on 5
November. In the mean-
fime, on 7 September, East
Pakistan Democratic Youth
League was formed under
the farsighted leadership of
young and dynamic leader
of the student and youth
community Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman. In the preamble
to the Youth League,
Sheikh Mujib said that the
only medium of education
in East Pakistan would have
to be Bangla. Bangla would
be the state language.

Bangabandhu's proposals
were supported by all Youth
League leaders including
Shamsul Hauqe, Tasad-
duque Hossein, Akhlaqur
Rahman and Ataur Rahman.

movement and giving im-
petus to the Language
Movement. As the whole of
East Pakistan became vocal
on the issue of language in
1948, a session of the Pak-
istan Constituent Assembly
started in Karachi on 23
February, 1948. In that ses-
sion, the fiery and eloquent

Dhirendranath Datta placed
strong arguments in favour
of using Bangla in the ses-
sion side by side with En-
glish and Urdu. He put for-
ward a resolution which
caused an uproar in the
House.

As a fall-out to this
episode, a militant proces-
sion was brought out in
Dhaka which was led by
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

On 2 March, the second All
Party State Language Action
Committee was formed af-
ter reconstituting the first
commitiee at a meeting
held at Fazlul Haque Hall
and attended by delegates

Mahbub and Oli Ahad were
arrested. In protest, a non-
stop strike was started in
all educational institutions
of the province including
Dhaka University from
March 13.

This movement added a
new episode to the annals
of movements in this coun-
try.

On 14 March, a com-
plete work-stoppage was
observed. In the meantime,
while preparing the ground
for the arrival of Moham-
mad Ali Jinnah, the Chief
Minister Khawaja Nazimud-
din met with the leaders of
the Action Committee on
15 March and signed a 7-
point agreement. As per
the terms of this agree-
ment signed by Khawaja
Nazimuddin and Kamarud-
din Ahmed, the arrested
leaders including Shamsul
Haque and Sheikh Mujib
were released in the
evening by the government.

‘Bangabandhu at Probhat Ferry with Moulana Bhashani and others. 21 February 1953

The first state language ac-
tion committee was formed
in October, 1947 at Fazlul
Haque Hall after a discus-
sion on the question of lan-
guage. Through the initia-
tive of this committee, a
memorandum signed by
hundreds of leading citi-
zens of the province was
submitted to Prime Minis-
ter Khawaja Nazimuddin
demanding recognition of
Bangla as the state lan-
guage. Sheikh Mujib
worked tirelessly in the
drive for collecting signa-
tures. On 4 January, 1948,
the anti-government stu-
dent organisation
Bangladesh Chhatra League
was founded under the
leadership of Bangabandhu.
The newly formed Chhatra
League subsequently played
a historic role in strength-
ening the anti-government

from' Tamuddun Majlish,
Democratic Youth League,
Chhatra League, Publishers
and Writers' Association,
and different Dhaka
University halls. The
meeting was attended by
14 delegates and many
leaders and workers in-
cluding Sheikh Mujib. The
Leader of S. M. Hall, Sham-
sul Haque was made the
Convenor of the new com-
mittee. This Action Com-
mittee called a province--
wide strike on 11 March
demanding Bangla as the
state language. As per the
decision taken on the night
of 10 March, the leaders
took position in different
spots of the town for pick-
eting purpose. After a clash
in front of the Secretariat,
many leaders and workers
including Shamsul Haque,
Sheikh Mujib, Kazi Golam

¢

The released leaders were
driven around Dhaka city
on trucks with bouquets of
flowers around their neck.

Later, they were given a
rousing reception at Fazlul
Haque Hall. Held on 16
March, Sheikh Mujib
presided over this meeting
as per unanimous decision
and after his fiery speech, a
huge procession marched
towards the Assembly
Building. This procession
was also led by Sheikh Mu-
jib. But Police resorted to
lathi charge to disperse the
procession. The next day,
all-out strike was -observed
in all educational institu-
tions at the call of Chhatra
League and the Action
Committee.

Mohammad Al Jinnah ar-
rived in Dhaka on 19
March and at a civic re-

ception held at Racecourse
Maidan on 21 March, he
declared that only Urdu
would be the state language
of Pakistan. Immediate
protests followed from
Shamsul Haque, Sheikh
Mujib, Tajuddin, Abdul
Matin and Oli Ahad who
shouted 'No, No', while
standing in a group at the
site,

When Jinnah could not
make much of a headway
while meeting the leaders
of the Action Committee on
24 March, he left the
venue. The leaders then

submitted a memorandum
to Jinnah.

After the sudden death of
Jinnah on 11 September
1948, the attitude of the
ruling class softened a bit.

At this time, when the
class four employees of
Dhaka University went on a
strike in support of their
various demands, many in-
cluding Sheikh Mujib sup-
ported it. In this backdrop,
the University authorities
expelled 6 student leaders
including law student Mujib
for 4 years, 15 were ex-
pelled from halls, 5 were

fined Taka 5 and ene was—
fined Taka™ 10."Among the ~

expelled students, Dabirul

Islam, Oli Ahad, Hemayet

Uddin Ahmed, Abdul
Matin, Umapada Mitra, Ab-

dur Rahman Chowdhury
and others returned to the
University after 4 years.

Some even paid the fines,
But as Sheikh Mujib re-
fused to pay the fine, he
could not be back at the
University to take the de-
gree. He did not bow his
head to injustice.

When the Awami League
was founded at Rose Gar-
den of Old Dhaka on 23
June, 1949, Sheikh Mujib
was elected the Joint Sec-
retary inspite of being in
captivity; due consideration
was given to his past con-
tributions. Moulana
Bhashani became the Pres-
ident and Shamsul Haque
the General Secretary.

Sheikh Mujib was once
again arrested at the end of
1949 when he was leading
a militant movement in the
backdrop of a food crisis.

:Thﬂn on 9 March, 1950,
the ‘Dhaka University state
language action committee’
was formed with Abdul
Matin as the convener.

The rulers were again
forced to release Sheikh
Mujib from jail in the face
of intensification of the
Language Movement. But he
was again arrested while
leading a procession in ob-
servance of the state lan-
guage day on 11 March,
1951.

It was on his direc-
tive that the East Pakistan
Jubo League was founded
on 27 and 28 March, 1951,
through holding a confer-
ence on boats in the
Buriganga river. The Jubo
League also played a crucial
role in the Language
Movement.

After the assassination of
Liaguat Ali Khan in
Rawalpindi on 16 October,
1951, Khawaja Nazimuddin
again became the Prime
Minister of Pakistan. The
Language Movement was
also going on in full swing
then. On 31 January, 1952,
a pledge was made to up-
hold the dignity and hon-
our of the state language at
an all-party conference
held at the Dhaka Bar Li-

brary.
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The Students' Action
Committee launched a
fund-raising campaign with
the slogan "we want state
language Bangla" from a
procession taken out in
Dhaka on the occasion of
'Flag Day' on 11 and 13
February, 1952. On 20
February, Khwaja Nazimud-
din instructed the provin-
cial Chief Secretary over
telephone to impose sec-
tion 144. The newly
formed state language ac-
tion council announced a
programme for country-
wide strike, demonstration
and procession declaring
21 February, which was the
inaugural day of the Budget
Session of East Bengal
Legislative Assembly, as the

language day.

Sheikh Mujib started fast-
ing from 16 February in
support of the demand for
state language Bangla. He
sent a message to the ac-
tion council via a Police In-
spector Manik to defy Sec-
tion No. 144 on 21 Febru-
ary. When the intelligence
people learnt that Sheikh
Mujib was directing the
Language Movement from
within jail, they decided to
shift him. He was shifted to
Dhaka Medical Collcge
Hospital as he became sick
due to fasting. But consid-
ering his all-pervasive in-
fluence in the movement,
he was again shifted to
Faridpur. At Narayanganj on
way to Faridpur, hundreds
of people thronged to see
him.

There, he delivered a
speech directing continua-
tion of the movement for
realising the demand for

state language.

What happened on the day
of 21 February is well-

known to all. Sheikh Mujib
was released from Jail on
27 February. He was so sick
then that he had to be
brought to the Jail-gate on
stretchers. After receiving
treatment for some time
and getting cured, the
undisputed leader of Bengal
rejoined the movement
with full gusto. He again
took up the mantle of lead-
ership. After the General
Secretary of Awami League
Shamsul Haque fell sick,
Sheikh Mujib had to dis-
charge the responsibility of
General Secretary upon his
release from jail. Then on 9
July, 1953, when he was
made a full-fledged General
Secretary at the Council

+ Session of his party, Banga-

bandhu Sheikh Mujib did
not have to look back.

Wherever' he led a move-
ment, he emerged victori-
ous.

Doesn't the above events
prove the contribution of
Sheikh Mujib in different
places of the Language
Movement? We wish to tell
those people who are adept
at creating a smoke-screen
of deceit by hiding the
truth that the policy of the
wise is to accept the truth.

(Reference : "Purbo Banglar
Bhasha Andolon O Tatkalin
Rajniti" by Badruddin
Umar, "Bhasha Andolon O
Sheikh Mujib" by Dr.
Mazharul Islam, "Principal
Abul Kashem O Bhasha An-
dolon" by Justice Mostafa
Kamal, "Bhasha Andolon—
Shatchallish thekey Ba-
hanno" by Mostafa Kamal
and "Bhasha Andoloner [ti-
hash" by Md. Abul Kashem).

Translﬁﬁnm
Helal Uddin Ahmed




