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free, fair and meaningful elections.

aI brought out a procession in the city yesterday deman

ding
—Star photo

Bethlehem confce
Support sought
for rebuilding

Palestine

Speaker Humayun Rasheed
Choudhury has said that the
United Nations, the Inter-Par-
liamentary Union (IPU) and
other NGOs and world bodies
should give whole-hearted sup-
Enrt and cooperation in re-

uilding Palestine and restor-
ing its old glory, reports BSS.
.. The Speaker said this in his
“"key-note paper in the "Bethle-
hem 2000 International Con-
ference" in Rome on Friday. The
conference was jointly organ-
ised by the UN committee on the
"exercise of the inalienable
rights of the Palestinian people
and the IPU."

Choudhury said the UN Gen-
eral Assembly and the IPU have
extended full support to the
"Project Bethlehem 2000"
launched by the Palestinian
Authority.

He said the parliaments rep-
resent the voice of people and,
therefore, the voice of reason.
He also spoke highly on the im-

ortance of Palestine, and Beth-
ehem which is a historic and
holy place being the birth place
of Jesus Christ.

Earlier, Humayun Rasheed
Choudhury called on Speaker of
the upper house of the Italian
Parliament Nicola Mancino
and the Speaker of the lower
house of Italian parliament.
Luciano Violante and ex-
changed views with them on
matters of bhilateral interest
and co-operation between the
parliaments of the two coun-
lries.

3 killed in road
accidents

Three people died in separate
road accidents in Dhaka and
Mymensingh yesterday, reports
APB -

One of them died in the city's
Mohakhali area when a speed-
ing autorickshaw hit him in the
afternoon.

The man, aged about 70.
could not be identified.

In another accident, (wo
women were killed on My-
mensingh-Dhaka highway

when a truck hit the rickshaw
in which they were travelling in
the afternoon.

The dead were identified as
Halima Khatun, 60. and Jarmila
Khatun, 50.

Witnesses said the women
were killed on the spot when a
Dhaka-bound truck rammed
the rickshaw at Maskanda in
the town.

Halima Khatun was the wife
of former president of the dis-
trict's Bus-Truck Owners' Asso-
ciation late Alhaj Abdul Karim.

Teenage girl
beaten to death
In Sirajganj

SIRAJGANJ, Feb 20: A
leenage girl of village Erandah
in Royaganj thana was beaten
to death on Thursday by her fi-
ance when she put pressure on
him to marry, reporis UNB. _

According to police, the vic-
tim Mahmuda Khatun, 15,
daughter of Abdul Aziz devel-
oped a love affair with her
cousin Jahangir who promised
to marry her.

But at one stage Mahmuda
became pregnant and she
started pressing him to marry
her as per his promise. But Ja-
hangir was paying no heed to
her request.

Later Mahmuda wernt to the
elderly people of the village to
take necessary action against
the recalcitrant cousin.

At this, he became furious
and beat Mahmuda to death.
Police recovered the body and
sent it to Sirajganj hospital
morgue for autopsy.

Obituary

Shahjahan Kabir, assistanl
director of Bangladesh Bank.
died of a heart attack at his
residence in the city Friday. He
was 52, reports BSS,

Kabir has left behind his
wile, three daughters, one son.
and a host of relatives to mourn
his death.

His qulikchwani will be held
at his Mugda residence today af-
ter Asr pravers.

* ¥ ¥ x =

Begum Shamsunnahar, wife
of late Haji Mohammed Sham-
sul Alam died on Thursday fol-
lowing a heart attack at Na-
tional Cardio Institute and
Hospital. Dhaka. She was 68,
She left behind her six chil-
dren, relatives and admirers to
mourn her death, says a press
release,

Her namaz-e-janaza will be
held at ICCDRB (beside Opera-
tion Research Project Building-
ORP), Mohakhali today after
Asr prayers. Her body will be
taken to her village home at
Mariam Nagar, Rangunia, Chit-
tagong where she will be buried
at the family graveyard tomor-
row after second namaz-e-
janaza following Asr prayers.

All relatives, friends and
admirers are requested to at-
tend the namaz-e-janaza and
pray for the salvation of the de-
parted soul.

Libyan president says

Arrest of Ocalan won't dent
Kurdish fight for independence

CAIRO, Feb 20: Libyan leader
Moammar Gaddafi on Saturday
said Turkey is deceiving itself if
it thinks it can stifle the Kur-

dish s e for independence
by arresting guerilla leader Ab-
dullah Ocalan, reports AP.

"Don't fool yourselves, be
conceited or rejoice, because
this would indicate that you are
completely ignorant of your
country's ﬁistﬂry." Gaddafi was
quoled as saying by Egypt's
Middie East News Agency.

Just as the Turkey's Ottoman
empire was ‘ot able to put an
end to Arab nationalism" by
killing Arab revolutionaries,
the modern Turkish rulers will
not be able to throttle Kurdish
aspirations, Gaddafi was
quoted as saying in a speech.

MENA said the speech was
directed at Turkey and the
countries that helped it in ar-
resting Ocalan. MENA did not
say where Gaddafi delivered the

speech

Ocalan and that Libya has "no
connection at all with his

Gacidaﬁ said he doesn't know

party," MENA reported.

Ocalan, leader of the Kurdis-
tan Workers Party, or PKK, was
seized Monday in Kenya and
flown o Turkey to stand trial
on terrorism charges that carry
a possible death penalty.

Gaddafi lashed out at the -
countries that participated in
this "eriminal operation.”

Britta Boehler, a Dutch-
based attorney representin
Ocalan, has accused the Unite
States, Kenya and Greece of be-
ing involved in his arrest.

While all three countries
deny the charges, Greek Foreign
Minister Theodoros Pangalos
and two other Greek Cabinet
members resigned last week
amid the political fallout of the
country's failure to protect
Ocalan. '

In offering encouragement to
the Kurds, Gaddafi said every
time "the enemy makes their
blood flow, it fuels the flames of
Kurdish revolution." Their
struggle would "continue until
complete independence." he

" One killed in
Habiganj clash

HABIGANj, Feb 20: A vil-
lager was killed and 15 were
injured in a clash between two
rival groups over irrigation at
Rasulpur in Ajmiriganj thana
of the district today, reports
UNB.

The dead was identified as
Abdul Khaleque, 34,

Witnesses said the clash
erupted at about 10 am when the
supporters of local UP chair-
man Nurul Hug Bhuiyan pre-
vented the men of former UP
chairman Habibur Rahman
from using a irrigation project.

Both the groups used lethal
weapons during the clash that
lasted for about an hour.
Khaleque was hit by a sharp
weaporn and died instantly.

The injured were admitted to
Ajmiriganj Thana Health
Complex.

Body recovered

By Staff Correspondent

Police recovered the body of
a young man from inside a
manhole at city's Purana Pal-
tan area in the evening yester-
day.

The deceased was identified
as Liton Patwari alias Ismail.
20, son of Bacchu Mia, a resi-
dent of City's West Agargaon
area,

Police suspected Liton was
strangulated to death,

Mulfij heel police have ar-
rested five persons as suspects
in this connection.

The arrested were identified
as Mozammel. Uzzal, Mosarraf,
Shahin and Bakir.

The body was sent to Dhaka
Medical College
morgue for autopsy.

Death anniversary
of Shamsuzzoha

observed

NARAYANGANJ, Feb 20:
The 12th death anniversary of
A K M Shamsuzzoha, former
Member of Parliament of
Awami League, was observed
here today. reports BSS,

The members of Narayan-
ganj district unit and city unit
of Bangladesh Awami League,
Jubo League, Chhatra League
and Krishak-League offered
lateha at Masdair graveyard of
Lthe late leader in the merning.

Destitutes were fed at Sha-
heed Muktijoddah Hall at
Chashara in the noon.

A milad mahfil was held at
Chashara Mosque in the after-
noon which was followed by a
munajat for the peace of the de-
parted soul.

A KM Shamim Osman MP

who is the youngest son of the

late leader S M Akram MP and
Emdadul Haque Bhuiya MP
were among those present on
the occasion.

First class first

By DU Correspondent
swadhin Sen
stood first |
class lirst in
the Masters
cexamination
(Thesis gro-
up) held in
Sl | 098 from
.3 the Depart-

ment of Ar-
! |chaenlugy of
' Jahangir
nagar University securing the
highest marks (71.8%) in the
Faculty of Arts and Humani-
ties.

He also obtained first posi-
tion in BA (Hons) examination
of 1993 (held in 1996) and was
awarded with University
Grants Commission (UGC)
scholarship.

The title of his thesis paper
was "Pottery making tradition
at Kagujipara. Dhamrai: An En-
thoarchaeoclogical Study.”

His mother Shibani Sen is a
school teacher and his father
Sudhir Sen is a journalist at
Barisal.

- committing blasphemy against

Hospital

said.
Rushdie's
WOrries

far from over

TEHRAN, Feb 20: An Iranian
religious leader threatened au-
thor Salman Rushdie today and
insisted that the fatwa ordering
his death for blasphemy from
the late A}ratuilag Ruhollah
Khomenei remained valid, re-
ports AFP.

Ayatollah Ahmad Janati,
addressing a Friday prayer
gathering at Tehran University.
said thal Muslims "will never
allow Salman Rushdie 1o live in
security and safety."

"He is condemned to eternal
detention and Muslims will not
gliow him tg live safely for a
moment, notably if he appears
in public,” the conservative
cleric said.

Janati also reiterated (hat
the fatwa, or death sentence, is-
sued against Rushdie by the late
leader of the Islamic revolu-
tion, Ayatollah Khomenei "re-
mains valid no matter what
anyone says."”

homenei condemned the
Indian-born Rushdie to death
in February 1988 for allegedly

Isiam in his bocok "Satanic
Verses".

Iranian culture and Islamic
Guidance Minister Ayatollah
Mohajernani reiterated this
week that while the fatiwa con-
demning Rushdie to death can-
not be withdrawn, the govern-
ment will not seek to carry it

out."
US, France

concerned
over Russia's
N-weapons

WASHINGTON, Feb 20: US
President Bill Clinton and
French President Jacques
Chirac on Friday discussed
concerns aboul Russia's control
of its nuclear weapons and
Middle East peace, reports AFP,

Clinton. speaking at a joint
White House news conference
with Chirac, offered no details
of their talks but said Washing-
lonn and Paris were committed
lo assisling Moscow with both
its economic and arms prob-
lems,

We discussed the continuing
challenge of promoting eco-
nomic recovery in Russia and
working with Russia to prevent
its Weapons of mass destruc-
tion, missiles and technologies
from falling into the hands of
outlaw nations and terrorists.
Clinton said.

He added that he and Chirac
had also agreed to continue co-
operation in the quest for peace
in the Middle East and the need
to thwart Iraqi President Sad-
dam Hussein's desire for nu-
clear arms.

‘We will continue our coop-
eration on securing peace in the
Middle East ' Clinton said.

17 killed in

faction fight
in South Africa

JOHANNESBURG, Feb 20: At
least 17 people were killed in a
faction %ight near the rural
centre of Mount Ayliff in South
Alrica's eastern cape province,
police told AFP today.

SABC radio news reported
that 39 people had been amrested
after the incident Friday night,
but police in Mount Ayliff could
not confirm this as the investi-
gating officers were still at the
SCene.

Many of those arrested came
from other provinces, accord-
ing to the radio report.

No further details were im-
mediately available, police
said. '

Fighting between different
clans occurs regularly in the
still traditional northern part
of the province, formerly the

day, reports UNBE.

Wahab, 50, and Shakhawat. 30,
were admitted to the local hos-
pital. Later, Wahab was shifted
to Dhaka Medical College Hos-

pital as his condition deterio-
rated.
Local people said the inci-

dent took place at around 1 pm
when the two groups, one led by
Murad and the ntg

Razzak. came clashed over past
enmity.

and two cases filed with the po-
lice in this connection,

drives on Friday night arrested
24 pcc:jple from different parts
of the di

from Sadar thana and four
from Sreepur thana. They were
all sent to jail.

armed bandits killed at least 12
people. including seven police
officers, in an ambush attack
on a bus in northeastern Kenya,
newspapers reported Saturday,
reports AP,

outside Garissa,
miles northeast of Nairobi,
where thieves spraved the bus
with gunfire during a holdup,
the East African Standard re-
ported. At least 20 people were
wounded, some sericusly,

when the bandits also attacked
a vehicle the
ing behind the bus, lacal police
chief Maurice Makhanu told
the Daily

the tires of the bus and engaged
ina
EDHEE. The bandits robbed the

Transkei homeland.

into the thic

killing of six
JSD leaders

By Staff Correspondent

Doctors' Association of
Bangladesh (DAB) yesterday
condemned the killing of six
JSD leaders, including veteran
freedom fighter Kazi Aref
Ahmed, and expressed grave
concern over. the deterioration
of law and order situation in
the country.

It also demanded exemplary
punishment to the killers.

"The incidents of repression
of female students, killing and
social injustice have increased
alarmingly in recent times,"
DAB said in a statement yester-
day.

I'Thr—: governinent has totally
[ailed to ensure social security
of the people.” it added.

Dohar thana now
a municipality
The government vesterday

announced Dohar thana as a
new municipality in the coun-

try, an official handout said,
reports BSS.
LGRD and Cooperatives Min-

ister Zillur Rahman at a public
meeting held at the Joypara
school premises at Dohar yes-
terday disclosed the govern-
ment decision.

He said the new municipal-
ity, covering the areas of three
Union Parishads of the thana,
will start functioning very
soon. The UPs are Joypara, Su-
tarpara and Raipara.

Presided over by Dohar
thana Awami League president
Syed Ali Mian, the meeting was
also addressed by lvy Rahman,
President of Mohila Awami
League, Abdul Mannan Khan,
Office Secretary of Awami
League, Hashem Ali, Vice Presi-
dent Dhaka District Awami
League and Benzir Ahmed, Gen-
eral Secretary of Dhaka District
Awami League.

DUVC accords
reception to
ICBA organisers

Vice-Chancellor of the
Dhaka University Prof AK Azad
Chowdhury yesterday accorded
a reception at his official resi-
dence to the participants and
organisers of the Third Interma-
tional Congress on Bengal Art
(ICBA}, reports UNB.

The congress was organised
by the International Centre for
Study of Bengal Art (ICSBA) on
February 16-20 in Rajshahi,
Bogra and Dhaka.

The participants of the
congress include artists from
Germany, France, the Nether-
lands, USA, UK. India and host
Bangladesh.

They exchanged views with
DU VC on various issues of art
and culture. Frof Chowdhury
thanked the guests for their
visit to and interest about
Dhaka University, said a DU
press release.

BCSIR team leaves
for Delhi today

A two-member delegation
led by BCSIR Chairman Prof
Md Mosihuzzaman leaves for
New Delhi today to have a dis-
cussion about mutual coopera-
tion on science and technolo
between the Indian CSIR and
BCSIR, says a press release.

Omnar Farooq, Director,
Planning and Development,
BCSIR, is the other member of
the team.

They are ected to sign a
bilateral wuf'ijpn prngraﬁlnme
between Indian CSIR and BCSIR
in the field of research. This
working programme will be in
force under the agreement of
Science & Technology signed
between Bangladesh and India
on February 10 this year.

10 1njured in
Magura clash

MAGURA, Feb 20: A fierce
clash between two rival groups
left at least 10 people injured at
Sangda Laxmipur m'l{age in
sadar thana of the district to-

Three of them, Mannan, 38,

er by Abdur
Four people were arrested.
Meanwhile, police in special

strict.
Of them, 18 were arrested

Bandits kill 12
in Kenya

NAIRORI, Febh 20: Heavily

The attack happened Friday
about 210

The oificers were killed
police were escort-
Nation. .

He said the thieves shot out
gun battle with the arriving

iNews
| DAB condemns !

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday asked the
people to resist the "mis-
chievous forces” creating politi-
cal unrest and disturbing public
Fﬁ}&ge by calling hartals, reports

"Once you were united for
your rights to ballot and bread.
stand united the same way
again to frustrate all evil de-
signs,” she told a public meeting
at the city's Basabo Maidan
amid tight security in the after-
noon.

The Prime Minister made
the appeal three days ahead of
the mainline opposition's
planned 60-hour hartal to
thwart the municipal elections
set for February 23-25,

"Why this hartal? What the
people would get out of it other
than misery?"” Hasina asked
her political opponents.

Referring to the opposition's
boycott of municipal polls, she
said that people in general were
taking part in the non-party lo-
cal body elections rejecting the
call of boycott.

Moreover, she added, a sub-
stantial number of BNP, Jatiya
Party and Jamaatl candidates
are in the race for Chairman
and Cormmissioner posts defy-
ing the call of boycott by their
leaders.

‘Are they really boycotting
the polls or bluffing the people

and joking with them?" asked -

the Prime Minister. mention-
ing that 62 candidates of BNPF,
37 of Jatiya Party and three of
Jamaat-e-Islami are contestin
for the posts of Chairman an
mang for Commissioners,

She named the BNP senior
leaders of Panchagarh, Bar-
guna, Bagerhat and Noakhali
districts, who are contesting for
the municipal chairman posts.

About the opposition's four-
point demand that envisaged
the resignation of the Chief
Election Commissioner,
Hasina said her government

has nothing to do with it since
the CEC is a constitutional post
and restructuring of the Elec-

tion Commission is the juris- .

di(]‘}iiﬂll of the Commission it-
self,

About the third demand for
voter identity cards, she said
the government has approved a

roject to issue identity cards
or multiple purposes so that
the pe.a:rplﬂ could use the same
ond vo purpose.
bﬁyﬂn the tfir.:lilug:rthuggmand for the
release of opposition activists,
she said people would not allow
. the release of those who were
arrested on s

terrorism, killing, snatching,
rape and abduction, _
_ Hasina alleged that Begum

“Zia's BNP and General Ershad's
Jatiya Party, which were ousted
from er in 1996 and 1990 in
people’'s movement on charge of
vote theft, are engaged in a con-
spiracy to deprive people from
exercising their baﬁnt. a right

earned through a costly strug-
e

The Prime Minister said
both Begum Zia and Ershad
lacked trust and confidence in
people and ballot, Any election
during their rule was a night-
mare to the people as their
rights were stolen away by
those regimes, she alleged.

"We fought a long struggle to
restore the right of ballot for
the people to decide who will be
in power, who will be out of it,"
she told the cheering crowd,

Hasina accused BNP and
Jatlya Party of trying to create
political unrest an hatching
conspiracy, seeing that they
have no chance of returning to
power with people's mandate.

Questioning the opposition’s
sincerity, she said if hartal has
been called to resist the munic-
ipal elections. then why it has
been called in Dhaka where
there is no such election.

"This hartal is not against

ific charges of

election, its objective is Lo pro-
tect the self-confessed killers of
-Ban%’ia.handhu. who are facing
death sentence following a
court judgement," Hasina said,
mentioning the "opposition-
sponsored chaotic situation” a

ay before the judgement was
delivered.

She sought the
biessings and said: "Insha Al-
lah, the court's verdict will be
executed,”

Ridiculing the recent Kha-
.leda-Ershad camaraderie, the
Prime Minister said eople are
surprised to see the a?uance af-
ter Begum Zia, at a public
meeting at Gulistan, openly
charged Ershad as the killer of
her husband Ziaur Rahman,

She asked: "Why Begum Zia
didn't” hold the trial of the
‘killing of Ziaur Rahman while
in power for five years? How
could she shake hand with the
‘killer of her husband' and sign
a written document to launch
movement against the people?
Did BNP workers ever t of
why Zia's killers were not put
on the dock?"

Hasina said her party wants
stability. peace and develop-
ment. "Awami League has trust
in the strength of the people
who also have faith in Awami

iy

Castigating Begum Zia's re-
marks that Awami League
would not get back power in 50
years, the e Minister said
Awami League was never put out
of power by ballot. Awami
League was unseated by staging
massacre, but BNP and .JP were
overthrown in mass movement
for committing fraud on peo-
pie's vote, she alleged.

She said: "We are elected
through people's ballot and we
a;'e in power to serve the peo-
ple.” -

R:[:rrin}g to last vear's terci-
ble flood, Hasina said she and
her Awami League stood by the
people in their hours of distress

people's |

- - The Duily Star .9
e =
Resist hartal callers: Hasina

and saved people by taking
prompt and effective steps, |

About the predicted death of
two crore people due to flood,
she said the government préved
it untrue by supplying relief and,
food to the remote areas.

Yellow Panel
sweeps RUTA
polls

RAJSHAHI, Feb 20 : Yellow
Panel, sué)i;mrtf:d by Awami!
League an Eﬁ;ﬁ)ﬂllﬂﬂal parties
swept the Rajshahi University
Teachers' Association election
lud%%;. reports UNB.

ey bagged 14 out of the to-
tal 15 posts. including that of.
the President, Vice President
and General Secretary while
BNP and Jamaat supported,
White panel got only a memben
post. -
Prof. M Abdur Rahman of
Economics Department was
elected President while Dr M
Kalequzzaman of Zoology De-.
partment and Prof M Jalalud-
din of Social Works De&t-
ment were elected as Vice- -
ident and General Secretary re--
spectively. S

Other office-bearers are
Treasurer Sanjib Kumar Shalia
(Marketing)] and Joint Secre--
tary Prof Munsi Manjurul Hugq|
(Islamic History). ,

The Members are Dr A H N
Jehadul Karim (Anthropology),
Dr Kamrul Hasan Majumder
[(Geology and Mine Studies), S M
Zahid Hossain (Fine Arts), Dr M
Ganjer Ali ([Computer Science),
Parvej Islam Bhuiyan
(Chemistry), Dr M A Gafur
(Pharmacy), Runa Laila (Social
Science), Dr Mohammad Abdul
Jalil (Folklore] and Dr M
Mozaffar Hossain (Applied
Physics and Electronics).

The only member elected
%‘mm White panel is Rafiqul Is-

am.

LTTE rebels

capture navy
speedboat, arms

COLOMBO, Feb 20: Sri
Lanka's Tamil Tiger guerillas
today said they captured a navy
speedboat and a large haul of
weapons following a com-
mando attack against a naval
facility in the norih of the
country, reports AFP.

The clandestine voice of
Tigers radio said they took the
navy waterjet craft following a
‘commando style” attack as the
boal patrolled the Jaffna La-
goon on Thursday,

The rebe!l radic said that
they also found the body of a
navy sailor and later cremated
it. The rebels said they seized a
large haul of weapons frem the
navy.

The defenice ministry had
said Friday that the navyboat
sank and a sailor was missing
following Thursday's attack
carried out by the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE},

The ministry said the gueril-
las sutfered casuaities but gave
no details.

The Tigers are fighting for
an independent homeland in
the island's north and east.
More than 55,000 people have
been killed in the past 27 vears:

Pakistan concerned

over Iraqi threat

ISLAMABAD, Feb 20: Pak-
istan said yesterday that it
shared the concern ol the inter-
national community over the
heightened tension in the Gulf
region in the wake of reported
Iraqi statements warning use of
force against Kuwait and Saudi
Arabia, reports Xinhua.,

A Foreign Office spokesman,
responding to a question con-
cerning renewed Iragi threats
against the two neighbours;
stated that Pakistan is closely
meonitoring the situation in the
region while hoping for greater
caution and prudence,

"The Guli War of 1991 and
this tragic consequences had
brought about unimaginable
misery and misfortunes to the
region.,”" theé spokesman re-
called,

"At a time when interna-
tional community is engaged in
efforts to find ways and means
to mitigate those sufferings.
any fresh military adventures
would be most unfortunate,” he
added,

Pakistan, the spokesman
said, has time and again
stressed that respect for terri-
torial integrity and sovereignty
of all states was the key to peace
and stability in the region.

'It is our earnest hope that
the states in the region will
evolve a regime towards confi-
dence building to overcome the
legacy of the Gulf War,” the
spokesman said.

f to Pakistan in a

| Malaysia's treatment of jailed

‘opposition leader criticised

RUALA LUMPUR, Feb 20:
The world organisation of par-
liaments has expressed shocked
at Malaysia's treatment of an
opposition leader, describing
his cenditions in jail as "inhu-
marn," reports AP,

The Inter-Parliamentary
Union., an association of 136
parliaments from around the
world, urged Malaysia's King to
grant Lim Guan Eng a full par-
don from his 36-month jail
term, according to an [PU
statement obtained Saturday.

"Lim’'s conditions of impris-
onment ... do not meet relevant
international standards and
amount to cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment,"” said the
staternent. published after the
IPU cenvened earlier this
month.

Lim, deputy secretarv gen-
eral of the opposition Demo-
cratic Actton Parly, was con-
victed last year of sedition and
printing {alse reports in a
Democratic pamphlet dis-
tributed in 1995 entitled, "The
True Story."

In it, the 36-year-old politi-
cian crificised the government's
decision nol to press statutory
rape charges against another
parliamentarian.

The pamphlet questioned

why the alleged victim, a 15-
year-old girl, was detained for
more than two years, while the
parliamentarian, a powerful
member of Mahathir's govern-
ing party, was not.

ince he became the first
sitting Malaysian lawmaker to
be sentenced to prison in Au-
gust, when he lost an appeal
against his sentence, Lim's case

. has raised concerns about polit-

ical intolerance in Malaysia.

The IFU. led by a three-
member team which came to
Kuala Lumpur last November,
nas campaigned for Malaysia's
constitutional monarch to
grant the jailed parliammentar-
fan a [ull pardon.

A 1{1~pagf- IPU report pub-
lished by the team also urged
the government to aliow Lim, a
member of Parliament for 12
years, to atltend parliament ses-
sions.

'As lang as the request for
parden has not been rejected.
Lim Guan Eng continues to be a
member of the House of Repre-
sentatives,” the report said.

It described Lim's conditions
in prison as grim.

"Lim Guan Eng is held in a
single cell with no window,
only a venttation hale in (he
ceiling,” the report said.

20 Kashmiris killed

JAMMU, India, Feb 20:
Armed Muslim uerillas
stormed a Hindu wedding party
and sprayed guests with bullets
in a mountainous wvillage in
Kashmir killing seven people
and wounding six others, police
said today, reports AP,

Another groups of militants
struck in a nearby village an
hour later and killed four other
Hindus, police said. In a third
attack last night, gunmen fired
on Hindu villagers in Briyana
250 kilometers .[156 miles)
northwest of Jammu, killing
inine.

Also Friday, Indian troops
killed two Pakistani soldiers
who tried to seize a military
post on a glacier in disputed
Kashinir, Press Trust of India
news agency said.

Cne Indian soldier was in-
jured in exchange of gunfire,
said an Indian defence ministry
statement in New Delhi. The
glacier, located nearly 20,000
feet (7.870 umieters) above sea
level, is the world's highest bat-:
tle ground. |

The incidents came a day be-
fore Indian Prime Minister
Atal Beharl vaj%ayee travelled

us for discus-

in three attacks

sions with his counterpart
Nawaz Sharif. a simple gesture
aimed at soothing a 50-year-old
bitter rivalry between the two
nations. '

It was not known if the bride
and groom were among the dead
or injured in the remote Bal-
jarana village in the insur-
gency-ridden Jammu-Kashmir
state, in the attack late on Fri-
day night, a senior official said.

The second attack occurred
in nearby Khudwani village.
The area is about 200 kilome-
ters (124 miles) north of the
state's winter capital Jammu.

"Five JDEISDHE died on the
spot and eight others were
wounded, of whom two suyc-
cumbed to their injuries in the
district hospital,” Inspector-
General Kuldip Khoda told The
Associated Press. The militants
were armed with automatic as-
saull rifles and started firing
indiscriminately on the guests

 in the house of the host Ravin-

der Sharma, he said.

The injured were admitted to
a governnient hospital in the
nearby town of Rajouri, where
curfew was clamped to prevent a
possible flare-up of religious
violence,

' hostage.

Arafat, Mubarak
discuss ME peace

CAIRQO, Feb 20: Palestinian
leader Yasser Arafat and Egyp-
tian President Hosni Mubarak.
held talks Saturday on the
Middle East peace process that
nas stalled on the gquestion of
Israeli troops withdrawal from
West Bank, reports AP. £ 3

Arafat later left for Gaza
Strig. Neither he nor Mubarak
spoke with reporters, and de-
tails of their talks were not
immediately known, \

The peace process has stalled
over dig‘irultiﬁ-s in implement-
ing the US-brokered Wye
agreement, in which Israel
pledged to a 13 per cent further
troop withdrawal [rom the West
Bank. -

Israel has failed to do so, cié?
ing Palestinian failure to crack
down on Mu'sliné milltants.l i

Arafal artived in Calro lat
Friday from Vatican g ity wﬁaétrg
he met with Pope John Paul 1
and renewed his invitation for
the pontiff to visit Bethlehem
in the year 2000. -

Arafat was in Rome to atten
a UN-sponsored conference on
the Hetﬂlehem 2000 project, an
ambitious plan to upgrade the
noly city and jump-start
tourism in Palestinian territo-
ries. |

Iran refuses visa
to Carter's son

TEHRAN, Feb 20: Iran has
refused a visa to the son of for-
mer US President Jimmy
Carter who ordered the severing
of diplomatic ties with Iran in
1979, the official [slamic Re-
public News Agency reported
Saturday, reports AP. i

James E. "Chip" Carter II}
was to lead a group of Ameri-
cans to Iran in May. Carter was
quoted by an Iranian newspa-,
per, Sobh-e-Emrouz, as saying
that the delegation does not
represent the government and
has a "tourist agenda.”

About 25 former Peace Corps
volunteers who served in Iran
in the 1960s and 1970s were ex-
pected to participate in the trip
to Iran. i

IRNA did not say whether
they had been granted visas. |

The news agency, however,
quoted an unnamed source as
saying that Carter was refused

. visa in view of his "past record,"

It did not elaborate.

Carter is vice president of
the International Development
with The Friendship Force, 4

~nonprofit group based in At-

lanta. He was not immmediately
available for comment. .

President Carter was in of-
fice when the Islamic Revolu-
tion ousted the US-backed
shah's government in Iran and
took power in 1979, In Novem-
ber that year, Iranian militants
stormed the US Embassy in
Tehran and took 52 Americans

P

us passenﬁe&s bﬁfure fleeing I
rush.

A _team of architects from th

city on Thursday to see the Sangsad Bhaban and other architectural heritage of Dhaka.

e Ecole d' Architecture de Paris'la Defense, France, led by Remi Papillault, arrived in the .

- —Star photo



