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Ekushey: As We Would Like It to Be

A group of young men and women tells Navine Murshid what Eéushey

means to them and how they would like to celebrate it.
This is what they said

T has been forty-seven
years since the language
movement, as we, the
Bengalis, remain the only
eople in history to sacri-
ice our lives for our lan-
guage. Ekushey February
evokes many an emotion in
the hearts of the older gen-
eration, but what does the

young today feel?
The Daily Star ap-
roached the youngsters of

oday with two questions:
1. What is Ekushey

Februsdry to ?

2. How dgo;uu think the
occasion should be cele-
brated?

The response was varied
as was the age range of the
people who participated.
While some showed signs of
deep patriotism, ‘others
seemed rather indifferent.
And there were a few who
thought this was a big joke,
Many could not make up
their minds on what to say
and ended up answering half
the question. Here is what
they voiced:

More exposure to
history

I've never really thought
of the importance of the day
to me personally but actu-
ally l'eﬁ emotions through
how others react to it.

I haven't exactly had a
first hand experience at
gatherings related to this
‘auspicious day in Bengali
history being of the rare few
belonging to English
medinum background. | feel
our schools should expose us
more to the Bengali culture
with a bit more enthusiasm.

Aniqah Khan (18)
Scholastica School,
Dhaka

A global holiday

Ekushey means a lot to
me. We should never forget
Ekushey. |1 love Ekushey, |
respect Ekushey. I think
Ekushey should be a global
holiday.

Enver T. Majid (18

Maple Leaf
Dhaka

chool,

Time to express

gratitude

Every time Ekushey
comes, it reminds me of all
those people who gave their
lives establishing our inde-
pendent language. 1 highly
respect and tribute them. I
feel proud to know and
speak in Bangla. It should be
celebrated with gratitude
and respect.

Iffat Mahmud (17)
A-level candidate, Dhalka

Individual choice

First, Ekushey February
gave us our language. If the
students of Dhaka Univer-
sity hadn't protested that
day we would be speaking in
some strange language. |
love Bangla. It is my iden-
tity. 1 can't appreciate any
other culture before I know
and appreciate mine. As it
goes "Ekushey February,
ami ki bhulitey pari." Per-
sonally, .I think one should
celebrate it an:::nr:t:urnr.lirll%l to
their wishes. I would have
spent it by writing a poem or
an article about it. I would
try to increase awareness
among our generation who
is forgetting that Bangla is
their mother tongue, not
English. .

Muinur Rahman (17)
; Ig candidate, Wales, Eng-
an :

A reminder
Ekushey February to me
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Foreigners' flowers

is a reminder. And to be
honest, [ need to be re-
minded nowadays, of how
precious this country and its
people really is to all of us
Bangladeshis. | need to be
reminded that not everyone
is a potential rapist, killer,
hijacker or fraud and there

“1f 2 .60 more to our country

than pollution, corruption,
hartals and distress. It is a
day to think back, think
hard and appreciate our in-
delpendence. It is not about
celebrating, but remember-
ing,
Khadija Rehma (18)
North South University,
Dhaka e

A big day

Ekushey to me is a big
day because many died for
our language. | feel bad be-
cause of the sacrifice the
martyrs made for us and us
not being able to value them,
as they should be. We should
celebrate this day by re-
membering them. praying
for them, singing for them
and wearing white sarees
with red border and black
badges. .

Nadia Huq (16

Mi:lsi.‘:fe'1'1I':r*:~“":111'lr:'1::IJ
Dhaka

School,

Price for language

It's difficult to always’

keep in mind that what we
now take for granted was
earned at a very high price.
Nowadays, the only time
most people remember our
country’'s struggle for free-
dom and for language, is on
certain occasions, such as
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the 21st of February. While
.these particular dates are
extremely significant in our
history, the wars weren't
won in a day. The amount of
sacrifice that went into
giving us the precious free-

om that we so carelessly .

enjoy today and the lan-
guage some treat with such
disrespect, deserve more
than just a day of remem-
brance. 1 think that every
time we speak Bangla, we
should remember the lives
that were lost to give us this
right, and every time we
speak Bangla, we should
speak proudly, because no
other language can be as
beautiful or as precious to us
as our owr.

ﬁuazihmhpitaﬂlam[l
aple Leaf School,
Dhaka

It’s Aatey Phalgoon
In 1952, Ekushey Febru-
ary, our people fought so
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that they could speak their
own language...and guess
what...after all those
years...we still say it's
Ekushey February...why
don't we honour them and
say it's Aatey Phalgoon?
This always bothers me. I
was born long after that

heroic incident, so [ came to
learn about it from books
and from people. Based on
that, it's a day in history
when our countrymen
fought to keep the right to
speak in their own language.
It means a lot to me, it
makes me think that I be-
long to a nation who fought
so they can speak their pwn
language when no other na-
tion did. Whenever | think
that, I get goose bumps, a
thrill which is so energising
that only I can feel. Also,
taking a good lesson to keep
it like that for the rest of the
years to come., As for me,
living far away from home, I
always try to teach my
friends how to speak
Bangla. I try to tell them
that ours is the only nation
who went to war to keep the
right of speaking their lan-
guage. Preaching this makes
me proud. I always try shar-
ing this culture with others,
other than inheriting
theirs, [ can go on and on.
To me, laying flowers to
Shahid Minar, rallying,
having conferences, and
other cultural activities are
nothing if you don't do it or
feel it from the bottom of
our /heart. Rallying or just
aying flowers doesn't mean
a thing unless you don't feel
it. So, I really don't care how

it should be celebrated, on
the other hand, I think that
people firstly feel the signif-
icance, the thrill of Aatey
Phalgoon. That is the first
and foremost achievement.
Then He can do whatever he
wants to do such as going to
Shahid minar and ete. My
concern is he or she should
feel it first. Feel it with a
good consciousness.

Reazul Chuwdhury}zﬂ

State University of Ten-
nessee, USA

Reality and

realisation

I think Ekushey should
mean more to Bangladeshis
than their independence.
There are no other countries
in this world who have
fought for their mother
tongue. [ think this should
be made the National
Mourning Day. We should

Ekushey February to me
s a reminder. And to be
honest, I need to be re-
minded nowadays, of
how precious this
country and its people
really is to all of us
Bangladeshis. I need to
be reminded that not
everyone 1s a potential
rapist, killer, hijacker or
fraud and there is a lot
more to our country
than pollution,
corruption, hartals and
distress. It 1s a day to
think back, think hard
and appreciate our in-
dependence. It is not
about celebrating, but
remembering.

also pay tribute to the fami-
lies of the people who have
sacrificed their lives for this
language. Secondly, take ev-
ery student out of the En-
glish-medium schools and
lest their strength of
speaking and writing Ben-
gali. Those who fail should
be punished severely.

Saad Rahim Chowdhury (18)
University of Texas, USA

Remembrance of

heroes

Ekushey to me is the day
when we remember those
who have died to give us our
language. It should be cele-
brated the way it is being
celebrated, but our parents
have to let us go out and see
all the fun.

Sadia Naureen Huq (13)
Sunny Dale chool,
Dhaka

A lot of fun

Ekushey means a lot to
me because on that day we go
to the Shaheed Minar, give
flowers, pray for all the peo-

le who died and we have
ots of fun.
Saiqua Shabnam

Chowdhury (11
South Breeze School, Dhaka

These are the people of
the present generation.
What they will feel or do in
the future is indeterminate,
Then, these people may not
feel the way they do today,
or they may...

Only time will tell if in
twenty years time, Ekushey
February will be just
another ordinary day or
not. Only time will tell if we
will lose our culture or not.

Only time will answer the
many ifs.

I can't appreciate any
other culture before I
know and appreciate
mine. As it goes
"Ekushey February,
ami ki bhulitey pari.”
Personally, I think
one should celebrate
it according to their
wishes. I would have
spent it by writing a
poem or an article

~about it. I would try to

lncrease awareness
among our
generation who is
forgetting that
Bangla is their
mother tongue, not
English.

It may be seasonal, but they do it with heart

As We Would Like It to Be

Furnishing the Minar with delicate hands

Continued from page 5

guage Movement” should be car-
ried into the hearts of each and
every Bangladeshis. We owe a
lot to those who sacrificed their
lives for the nation, and I think
it's about time we lived up to
their expectations and built a
Bangladesh of which we truly
can be proud of and say: "Yes.
this is the country the martyrs
sacrificed their lives for",

Saif Mohammad

"A" Levels
Maple Leaf International

No Alternative to

Education

Ekushey February is a
mourning day for us. We pay our
homage to the martyrs of the
Language Movement by placing
flowers at the Shaheed Minar.
Discussion programmes and
sermninars are held to mark the
occasion. Special programmes
are also aired on the television
and the radio. That's practi-
cally all we do to observe the
Amar Ekushey every year. And
the spirit of the Ekushey is for-

otten alter the month of
ebruary.

[ think we are not doing jus-
tice to cause for which Salam,
Barkat and others gave their
lite. The martyrs must have
fought for a exploitation-free
democratic society. With re-
morse and shame | must admit
that we failed in our task.

According to the official fig-
ures, the literacy rate is about
51 per cent, but frankly speak-
ing only about a 15 per cent of
our people can actually read a
paragraph written in our lan-
guage. We must ensure that by

providing more facilities to the

education sector we'll be able to

make the people to read and
write,

On the Shaheed Day. the
Shaheed Minar is usually over-
lowed with Howers, which per-
ishes within a day or two cost-
ing a lot of money. | think ofler-
ing flowers is a wonderful way
ol showing respect to the mar-
lyrs. yel there are other ways.
We can form a fund and collect
this money. This money can be
used to impart education to the
illiterate; and cultural pro-
gramme on Ekushey can be ar-
ranged in the villages to raise
awareness on education. We
should also have more essay
compelitions on this issue all
over the country so that our
young generation is attracted to
do some research work on the
history of the Language Move-
ment.

I think we can cancel the
heoliday on Ekushey February
and work extra hours on that
day for the prosperity and gelf-
reliance of our nation. We can
even donate the day's salary for
educational purpose. -

We also do not want the repe-
lition of the shameful incident
which took place al the Shaheed
Minar last year. We condermnn
such act of barbarism.

The time has come to forget
our petty differences; it's time
to unite ourselves to realise the
dreams of the martyrs. There is
no other alternative but to edu-
cate our people and build a
prosperous nation. Only then
the souls of the martyrs will be
able to rest in peace,

Reazur Rahman
A'Level student,
Dhanmondi Tutorial }




