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South African President Nelson Mandela joins the hands of US Vice-
and South African Deputy President Thabo Mbeki (R) at Tuinhuis

President Al Gore (L)
in Cape Town on

Wednesday. Gore is in the city to attend the fifth South African/United States Binational

Commission (BNC) plenary meeting

presidents will head their country's delegations at the BNC.

ERIEFRY

Plane missin

single-engine Beechcraft
woman a
cials and news reports
Lumpur

in Malaysia: A

onanza plane with 'a man and
ard has disappeared in Malaysian airspace. offi-
said yesterday, AP says

om Kuala

Air traffic control at Subang airport. near Kuala Lumpur,
lost contact Wednesdaly with the aircraft as it flew from Phuket.

Thailand, to the smal

Seletar airfield in Singapore. accordin

to reports from Civil Aviation authorities in Singapore an

Malaysia.

Australian F

Foreign Minister Alexander D
he will be meeting the East Timorese

to visit E Timor:

oOwWTier

announced Thursday that
resistance leader Xanana

Gusmao in Jakarta next week. reports AP from Canberra.

Downer told Parliament he will

discuss the future of the

former Protuguese colony, which Indonesia invaded in 1975
and annexed the fn!lnwing year, with a wide range of Indone-

sian leaders. These woul

include President B J Habibje and

armed forces commander Gen Wiranto and leading opposition

figure Amien Rais.

15

jailed in Azerbaijan: ricen o,

position activists were sentenced Wednesday for their role in an
anti-government rally last November that turned bloody when
4 mob attacked the protesters. AP says [rom Baku.

Four of those sentenced Wednesday in a Baku district court

were given prison

lerms ranging from two to three years. The

heaviest senlence was handed down to Adalyat Mamedov, a
representative of the upﬁsltjun Popular Front who is a relative

and bodyguard of Elchi

yv's. Eleven
forced labour or probation for two or LE:':EE

ple were sentenced to
years.

which takes place on February 18. The two vice-

— AFP photo

Objections to $ 150m WB loan request dropped

US eases sanctions
against India

WASHINGTON. Fely 18: The
Us %nvemment, citing a -more
flexible Indian policy on nu-
clear nonproliferation, is drop-
pinF its objections to a S 150
million World Bank loan re-
quest by India for a power pro-
Ject, an administration official
said Wednesday, reports AP,

The disclosure represents
eased sanctions imposed by the
"United States against India af-
ter it conducted a series of nu-
clear tests last May. Similar
sanctions were applied against
Pakistan. which Tfollowed the
Indian tests with tests of its
OWT1.

President Bill Clinton has
been in contact recently with
the two countries’ prime minis-
ters, Atal Bihari Va% ayee of
[ndia and Nawaz 1arif of
Pakistan. about the possibility
ol a presidential visit to the
subcontinent this year, the offi-
cial said. Clinton has sent them
letters and has contacted them

by telephone.

The official, who asked not
to be identified, told reporters
Clinton must be assured that
any such visit would not be
dominated by the same nuclear
problems that have been the
subject of repeated discussions
at lower leveﬁ.

Deputy Secretary of State
Strobe Talbott has met with top
Indian and Pakistani officials
eight times since May and ex-

ects another round of talks be-
ore midyear.

Clinton was to have visited
the subcontinent last year to
celebrate the 50th anniversary
of Indian and Pakistani inde-
pendence but scrapped the trip
after the tests.

During a visit lo India two
weeks ago, Talboll found the
Vajpayee's governmenlt more
receptive than belore on a range
ol nonproliferation guestions
Lhal interest the United States.

India has said it will sign the

Comprehensive Test Ban
Trealy by the September dead-
line sel by the United Nations,
But it is demanding US conces-
sions. lest it be seen as bowing
to American pressure.
According to the official,
India has been more responsive
on olher nonproliferation sub-
jects, such as a restraint-on the
export of sensitive technology
and on the production of
weapons-grade material. The
administration also has been
seeking progress, without much
suceess, on a narrowing of Indo-

Pakistani differences over
Kashmir.
The adminisiration is

hopeful that its decision no
longer to block the World
Bank's loan for the project in
India’'s Andhra Pradesh state
could help build momentum
toward [urther progress. The
official said the l[JJn ted States
does nol plan to support the
loan but will allow a yote on it.

WASHINGTON. Feb 18: Doc-
lors may be able to devise a est

| to detect lung cancer before it

becomes incurable using a new
approach that involves wash-
ing tiny cancer cells from the
lungs with a little sait water, re-
searchers said on Wednesday,
reports Reuters,

Writing in the journal of the
National Cancer Institute. Dr
Steven Ahrendt of the Medical
College of Wisconsin in Mul-
waukee and his colleagues said
-their test would need to be de-
veloped, but the theory behind
it worked.

"There is no effective tes{
available to screen high-risk
qugi for lung cancer, despite

its)

cancer deaths among both men
and women in the United Sates.
they wrote,

‘Under current standard
methods of diagnosis and
reatment, less than 15 per cent
of patients with lung cancer

' wall_survive their disease.” Adli

Gizdar and John Minna of the
University of Texas southwest-
efn medical centre in Dallas

ing the leading cause of

New method likely to
detect lung cancer
at early

stages

said in a commaeniary on the
report,

There had been the idea to
screen people using sputum
tests and X-rays, Gazdar and
Minna said. Several studies
showed those tests helped detect
cancer earlier, but patients
Lreated at that earlier stage had
no better survival rates than
patients whose cancer was de-
tecled later, they said.,

That was because tiny cancer
cells. undetectable by X-rays or
other conventional methods,
would have already spread by
the time of the screening, they
said. Because of the early
Eprﬂadiﬂ% lung cancer is differ-
ent from breast cancer, which is
easily caughl by screening.

But molecular methods,
which would find the cancer be-
fore the liny cells spread, might
help get around the problem.

Ahrenrdt's team worked with
patients who already had
small-cell lung cancer diag-
nosed, While the patients were
having tumours removed. the
researchers rinsed their air-
ways with salt water, -

US Pre
Clinton

sident Bill Clinton (L) and First Lady Hilla
respond on Wednesday as US Senator Chuck

eyt i

i

ry

Robb, D-VA, makes a joke about Mrs. Clinton's speculated

run for
vacated by Senator Daniel
a Social Security
House.

‘Bin Laden's
w hereabouts
amystery'

WASHINGTON, Feb 18: A top
official of Afghanistan's Tal-

iban-led government said
Wednesday that Osama bin
Laden, the exiled Saudi who is
wanted in the bombings of
American embassies in east
Africa, is no longer in
Afghanistan. reports AP.

Abdul Hakeem Mujahid, a
Taliban diplomat assigned to
the United Nations, said bin
Laden decided to Jeave
Afghanistan on his own in re-
cent days,

"We do not know where he
18," Mujahid said. "He is not in
the area of control of the Tal-
iban."

Mujahid spoke to reporters
after meeting with Karl F. In-
derfurth. who heads the State
Department’'s South Asia bu-
reau.

The United States maintains
contact with the Taliban even
though it does not recognize it
as the official government of
Afghanistan.

In the ongoing civil war in
Alghanistan, the Taliban con-
trols all but a small area in Lhe
northeast part of the country.

Bin Laden. who reportedly
drapped out of sight on Friday,
has been indicted in the United
States in the August embassy
bombings in Kenya and Tanza-
nia that killed 274 people.

The United States, which ac-
cuses bin Laden of finanein
and training an internationa
terrorist network, has been de-
manding ~the Taliban rulers
hand over bin Laden to stand
trial,

The Taliban have stead-
fastly refused, calling bin Laden
an honored guest and a friend
who fought with them against
invading Soviet soldiers in the
1980s.

The State Department had
no immediate comment on
Mujahid's comments.

He said” Inderfurth had
planned to reiterate the US
message that bin Laden must be
brought to justice for his
CIIITIEeS.

the US Senate seat

in New York, soon to be

Patrick Moynihan. This took at
event in the East Room of the White

— AFP photo
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NEW DELHI, Feb 18: Indian
Prime Minister Atal Behari Va-
jpayee's trip to Pakistan on
Saturday is the latest glimmer
of hope for a relationship
locked in five decades of politi-
cal and military hostility, re-
ports AFP,

Here is a brief chronology of
the main events in a fractious
relationship.

1947; Indian sub-conlinent
wins independence from
Britain, India of the British Raj
splits into two states, predomi-
nantly Hindu India and mainly
Muslim Pakistan. A millions of
people die in violence linked to
partition.

19-18: Hari Singh, the Hindu
Maharjah ruler of Muslim ma-
Jorily Kashmir. calls for inde-
pendence, as he faces a bloody
battle with Pashiun tribes sup-
ported by Pakistan. Singh ca]?s
on New Delhi lor help and ac-
cept that Indian sovereignty
will f)r{wai] over Kashmir, the
resull is India and Pakistan's
first war,

Fresh clashes™
claim 80 in

Sri LLanka

COLOMBO, Feb 18: Renewed
fighting in Sri Lanka’s embat-
tled northern and eastern re-
gions killed at least 76 Tamil
rebels, three government sol-
diers and one civilian in the
East week, the defence ministry

ere said today, reports AFP.

Thirteen of the guerillas of
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE) were killed by the
navy during a confrontation in
the week to Thursday, ministry
spokesman Sunil Tennakoon
told reporters here. .

He said three government
troopers were killed while an-
other 11 were wounded durin
the clashes in the northern an
eastern regions where the LTTE
is lighting to establish an inde-
pendent homeland.

He said the guerillas this
morning mounted a fresh at-
tack against a navy facility in
the north of the country and
damaged navy boats but the
sailors were able to "success-
fully repulse the attack.

There were no immediate de-
tails of casualties from that at-
lack near Kilali in the northern
peninsula of Jaffna.

Lewinsky's story
in print Mar 5

LONDON. Feb 18. Monica
Lewinsky's book detailing her
affair with US President Bill
Clinton will be published on
March 5, her publisher said
Wednesday. reports AP,

‘Monica's Story," the result
of Lewinsky's collaboration
with Princess Diana biographer
Andrew Morton, will be re-
leased simultaneously in the
United States and Britain. said

., Lorraine Tyler, spokeswoman

for Michael O'Mara publishers.

Michael O'Mara. chairman
of the publishing company, has
said Lewinsky was drawn to his
publishing house by Mortons'
involvement.

"She likes the idea of an au-
thor who is used to writing
sympathetic books aboutl
women who have relationships
with powerful men," O'Mara
said. "It wasn't the money. She
could have got much higher
prices elsewhere,"

Annan writes to Gaddafi
over Lockerbie affair

UNITED NATIONS, FFeb 18:
The UN secretary-general sent a
letter of final assurance (o
Libya. Now Libyan leader
Moamar Gaddali must decide
whether to hand over two sus-
pects for trial in the 1988 bomb-
ing ol a Pan Am jetliner. re-
ports AP.

Families ol some of the 270
people killed in the crash are
angry that Gaddalfi is beinF of-
fered too sweet a deal — and thai
the investigation will not go be-
vond the two Libyans.

While the letier has not been
made public. US officials in-
formed some family members
that Gaddafi has been told there
will be "no attempt to under-
mine the Libyan regime” as a
result of information obtained
from questioning the two sus-
pects.

George Williams, president
of Victims of Pan Am Flight 103
which represents the families
of about 160 of the 189 Ameri-
cans who died in (he crash over

Lockerbie, Secotland, said he
was ‘amazed" that the United
States and Britain would make

such a promise.

"The way | read this is there
will be no attempt to find
Gaddali and his regime com-
plicit in this bombing," he said

Wednesday in an interview, "lIt's

rniiculqus lo tell us thal we
can't lind Gaddafi and the
Libyan government complicit."

Western diplomats con-
lirmed that the letter does in-
chiude such an assurance. but
sald it didn't necessarily pre-
clude finding Libya accountable
for downing the plane.

The United States, Brilain
and the United Nations signed
ofl on the final letter which
Annan handed to Libya's UN
Ambassador Abuzedy Omar
Dorda early Wednesday after-
oo,

South African and Saudi
Arabian officials. who were
asked to mediate by Annan,
have said a deal is imminent.

'l hope that the understand-
ings contained in the letter will
be sufficient for us to move for-
ward.” Annan said.

Chirac voices strong caution

to Serbs, Kosovar Albanians

FARIS, Feb 18: In a strong
warning to both Serbs and
Kosovar Albanians, French
I'resident Jacques Chirac said
Wednesday that whichever side
fails to come ta agreenment will
suller "all the consequences” if
a deal isn't reached by Satur-
day's deadline, reports AP,

As NATO linalises military
planning for deploying some
28.000 troops to police an ac-
cord, Chirac said in an inter-
view with The Associdaled Press
and Associated Press Television
that France is ready to
contribute 4,000 to 5.000 sol-
diers to the force.

The six-nation Contact
Group, comprised of the United
Stales, France. Britain., Ger-
many, [talv and Russia, has
given Serbs and ethnic Albani-
ans until noon Saturday lo
reach an agreement to end 1leir
conflict that has left an estj-
mated 2,000 people dead.

Chirac opened (he 1alks Feb.
G in the 14th-century chateau in
Ramboullet outside Paris,
warning both sides to make
peace for the sake of Europe,

Siice then. despite high-
power diplomacy, the talks
have dragged on, with interna-
lional mediators putting most
ol the blame for the slow
progress on the Serbian side.

"We hope thal before Satur-
day at midday. the two parties —
Serbs butl also Kesovars — will
have understood that they have
lo accept.” said Chirac, spealk-
myg in English,

NATO has warned Yugoslav
President Slobodan Milasevic
that his country faces
airsirikes il he fails to agree (o
a peace accord. while the Koso-
var Albaninns have been told
they will lose Westert support if
Lhey reject the pact.

Chirac indicatedl he thought
4N dgreement was possible.

Brief chronolo gy of main event

Indo-Pak relations

1965 India and Pakistin
light Lheir serond war over
Rashmir, the Soviet Union in-
terveiies 1o reach a ceaselire.

197 1: The third war between
the two arch-rivals breaks out
over the Liberation War of
Bangladesh.

1972 India and Pakistan
sign the Simla Accord which
commils them to solve dispules,
especially those over Kashinir,
without the help of a third
party, Pakistan continually
tries however to bring interna-
tionnal Intervention inte the
Kashmir conflict and insists on
a sovereignty referendum
which India refuses.

1974 India carries out a nu-
clear weapons test. Pakistan
protests and launches its own
nuclear programme:

1979-80: Soviet Invasion of
Alghanistan, Pakistan helps
Alghan oppoesition Muhajadeen
Fighters with the support of the
west. India, a close ally of
Moscow, refuses o condemn the
invasion and continue to enjoy

E?m! relations with the Soviet
o,

1983-92: India accuses ls-
lamabad of arming and train-
ing Sikh guerillas who are
fighting lor an independent
Sikh state Khalistan in India
Punjab on the Pakistan border,
Pakistan refutes the claims.

1989: Muslim separatisis
carry out an armed insurrec-
tion in Kashmir, New Delhi
says Pakistan is giving aclive
support to the rebellion," Pak-
istan denies the charges and
says Kashiiris are engaged in a
legitimate struggle for self de-
termination.

1993-4: Isilamabad accuses
India of helping insurgents in
Pakistan's Sindhu province,

1994: Foreign secretaries of
the two countries meel in ls-
lamabad but the talks produce
rno agreement.

1996: The first provincial
elections in Kashmir since the
start of the separatist insurrec-
lion, Pakistan condemns the
polls as a "farce." The polls are

for a national conlerence, dom-
inited by a Muslim party sup-
porting Kashmir's status as part
of India but calling for more au-
tonocmy.

1997: India and Pakistan re-
sume dialogue after three years
with a meeting of the two coun-
tries, foreign ministers. The
meetings open the way for a
summit between Indian Prime
Minister IK CGujral and his
Pakistani counterpart Nawaz
Stiarif on Lhe [ringes of the
South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation (SAARC)
summit in the Maldives,

In June the two countries
agree lo a permanent structure
to reduce mutual tensions bul
do not tackle fundamental dif-
ferences, notably Kashmir.

1998 The New Indian Prime

I uf

Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee
calls for continued dialogue
with Pakistan.

In May, India's Hindu na-
tionalist government carries
out a series of nuclear tests,

Trial adjourned
due to Anwar's
toothache

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 18:
The corruption and sex trial of
ousted Deputy Prime Minister
Anwar I[brahim's trial was put
off Thursday after he com-
plained of an excruciating
taolhache, reports AP.

Anwar, 51, was ushered into
the courtroom by police officers
as usual for his trial on four
counts of corruption, but did
not make any remarks.

His attorney requested Judpge
Augustine Paul to adjourn the
hearing until Friday because of
complications following a mi-
nor tooth operation that Anwar
underwent earlier this week.

‘He is in a very great pain
and needs to be attended to
quickly,” Raja Aziz Addruse
told the court,

- 'He did not give details of the
dental problem. '

Anwar teslified in his de-
fence and was cross-examined
by prosecutors last week before
the court adjourned for Chinese
New Year celebrations. He was
scheduled to answer questions
asked by his own attorneys on
Thursday.

Triumph for

love!

LAHORE, Feb 18: A couple
whose love landed them in jail
and later in cour! were exoner-

| ated of adultery charge, given

their passporis and permission
by a l.ahore High Court Thurs-
day Lo leave Pakistan, reports
AP.

Humeira and Mahmood Butt
were arrested in the southern
port city of Karachi last month
as they prepared to board a
plane (o lﬁe United States.

Humeira was charged with
adultery by her parents who op-
posed her marriage.

Her parents, who wanted
their daughter to marry a
cousin. said she already was
married to the cousin, but
Humneira said the marriage
claim was a sham.

On Thursday the Lahore
High Court agreed with her and
ordered the authorities to re-
turn the couple's passports. a
courl officials said. Neither the
couple nor their lawyer was

immediately available Tor
comment.

WARSAW. Feb 18: Poland's
parliament on Wednesday rati-
fied the NATO (reaty, one of the
last formal steps for the former
Warsaw Pact country to enter
the Western military alliance,
reports AP,

Both chambers easily passed
the so-called accession docu-
ments, which will be signed
next week by President Alek-
sander Kwasniewski and sub-
mitted to US officials at a joint
ceremony with two other NATO
newcomers — Czech Republic
and Hungary — on Marech 12 in
Independence. Missouri,

Kwasniewski watched the
Sejm, the powerful lower
chamber. vote 409-7 with four
abstlentions to ratify the North
Atlantic Treaty, then stood and
applauded with the legislators.

A few hours later, the Seniile
voled 92-2 with one abstention
for ratification.

The president has called the
decision by Poland and its two
lormer East bloc allies to join
NATO “one of the most impaor-

Polish parliament
votes to join NATO

tant in the 20th ecentury" be-
cause it signaled a new era of
global relafions by ending for-
ever the post-world War 1l divi-
slons contained in the Yalta
agreement (hat split Europe.

Before the Sejm vote, Prime
Minister Jerzy Buzek noted that
NATO membership brought a
rare unifying moment in Polish
politics. which remain torn by
divisions rooted in the com-
munist past. Buzek's govern-
ment is a coalition of parties
linked to the Solidarity move-
ment that toppled communist
rule a decade ago, while Kwas-
niewski is' a former commu-
msl.

‘We are guaranteeing Poland
a place in the world and in Eu-
ropean politics, which it has
sought in vain to secure for
three centuries,” Buzek said.

Other speaker noted Poland
always fell stronger cultural
and ideological links to Western
Europe instead of the com-
munist Soviet bloc.

SEOLIL, Feb 18; North Korea
and the United States are ex-

carly next month on allowing
inspection of Pyongyang's sus-
pected underground nuclear
site. a report here said today,
says AFP.

‘Negotiations concernin
the Kumechangni undergroun
lacility are expecied 1o be com-

South Korean government offi-
cial was quoted as saying by the
independent Hankyoreh Daily.

"When the talks on the un-
derground [facility are con-
cluded, (US special envoy)
William Perry will unveil his
report on the US policy toward
North Korea at a luncheon in
Washington around the end of
March.” the official said.

The new US policy on North

Korea is likely to centre on a

pected to reach agreement by .

pleted by early next month." a .

North Korea, US likely to
reach agreement on
mmspections by March

package aimed at resolving out-
slanding disputes, including the
north's deve{npment and export
of missiles and the improve-
ment of US-North Kores ties, he
Said.

south Korean foreign min-
istry officials declined to com-
tient on the report.

The United States and North
Korea will open a fourth round
of talks on February 27 in New
York on allowing access to the
undergronmnd facility at Kum-
changni.

Some US officials suspect
the undcrﬁgmund tunnel, which
was found near the Yongbyon
sile of North Korea's declared
miclear facilities, might be in-
tended to circumvent a crucial
1994 US-North Korea deal,

Under the Geneva deal,
North Korea [roze its nuclear
programnme

S

_cession. The 23-minute display used a record 31,388 shells.

Fireworks light the Hong Kong skyline as the Chinese lunar new year firework display
gels underway on Wednesday. Hong Kong celebrated the Year of the RaIErE{nlt by ltghtu}g up
Victoria Harbour with its largest ever firework display inspite of a biting economic re-

— AFP photo
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NEW DELHI, Feb 18: A sim-

le bus ride has become a sym-

| of the potential for better re-

-lations between India and Pak-

istan, whose enmity has three

times erupted into war and last

summer prompted tit-for-tat
nuclear tests, reports AP.

On Saturday, Indian Prime
Minister Atal Biharl Vajpayee
inaugurates the first passenger
bus service between the uneasy
neighbours hitching along for
the last stretch to join his Pak-
istani counterpart Nawaz
Sharif for peace talks at the
border.

“When you journey by bus,
you are attempting to relate to
the common man and woman,"
said Indian Foreign Minister
Jaswant Singh.

Of course, security concerns

will make' Vajpayee's trip un-
common, Hours after the pas-

sengers bus begins a journey of

some 400 kilometres (250
miles) and 10 hours from the
Indian capital of New Delhi to
the Pakistani border city of La-
hore, Vajpayee fliés to the In-
dian bnrc@r city of Amritsar,
From there, he will join a
convoy of buses for the 37-
kilometre (23-mile) trip to the
border for a welcome Ceremorny.
The two men will talk Saturday

and Sunday in Lahore before
Va{ ayee llies back to New
Delhi.

[t will be only the second
time an Indian prime minister
has gone to Pakistan specifi-
cally to talk peace. The last
sueh visit was in 1989, when
Rajiv Gandhi flew to the Pak-

islani eapital to discuss dis-
putes that have festered since
the two countries were formed
out of British India in 1947.

The last all-out Indo-Pak-
istan war was in 1971. A low-
level war continues with almost
daily skirmishes over Kashmir,
the Himalayan border region
split between them and claimed
by both.

Last May, India set off un-
derground nuclear tests, saying
it needed a nuclear defense
against Pakistan and China.
Pakistan responded with its
own tests and both nations de-
clared themselves nuclear pow-
ers,

"Both countries are under in-
lernational pressure to fprn'.'e
they are not a bunch of irre-
sponsible people, especially af-

ter the nuclear tests," said Pra-
ful Bidwai, a New Delhi-based
anti-nuclear campaigner.
"There's tremendous popular
sentiment to de-escalale ten-
sions and that is the most im-
portant motivation for the
talks.

After Jower-level officials
worked out the bus service
agreement as part of confi-
dence-buildin MEeAaSUres,
Sharif was the first to propose
using it as a diplomatic tool. He
invited Vajpayee to visit on the
first bus, and Vajpayee em-
braced the idea.
¢ Sharif has said he hopes to
start solving the Kashmir dis-
pute,

RR Subramaniam. a re-
searcher at the Institute of De-
fense Studies and Analyses, an

independerit think tank in New
Delhi. said Vajpayee and Sharif
may work put cuts in conven-
tional forces, or establish a
communications hotline,

With little Beap]e-tn- eople
contact, it has been easy for ex-
tremists in both nations to
whip up hate campaigns. Mus-
lim groups in Pakistan have
threatened to wreck Vajpayee's
trip, while Hindu groups in In-
dia have said he should be in-
vading, not visiting.

The consequences of poor re-
lations can be seen in the faces
of the thousands of Indians like
Havat, who uses one name only,
who line up every day at the
Pakistani embassy in New
Delhi. Many want visas so that
they can visit [amily members
from whom they were separated

Bus ride will improve ties, hope India, Pakistan

by partition; both countries are
stingy about granting such
permission.

"We're all brothers and sis-
ters. How can we hate each
other?” asked Hayat. an B80-
year-old farmer from a village:
near New Delhi, whose relatives
like in Kota Radhakishan wil-
lage near Lahore,

Urvasi Butalia, a book pub-
lisher in New Delhi whose uncle
stayed in the Pakistani city of
Lahore at partition and con-
verted to Is?am. is pessimistic
about the bus diplomacy.

"Whenever leaders of both
countries have problems al
home. they make positive
noises about friendship." she
said. "It's easier than hard-core
nitty gritty questions. The r:z:al
question lies beyond the bus.

Unfortunate
baby!

WASHINGTON, Feb 18: A
newborn baby is in serious con-
dition in hospital after being
found abandoned in a trashcan,
a local Television channel re-
ported Wednesday, says AFP.

Neighbours in Dumlfires,
Virginia, heard the baby's cries
coming from the can and
kicked it over, thinking a pos-
sibly wounded animal was in-
side, news reported.

When they did, they found
the baby girl. .

The baby's mother, a 12-
ear-old girl, apparently gave
irth to the child, then wrapped

it in a plastic bag and threw it
away. the news said.

The mother will most likely:
not be charged with the aban-
donment because of her age, the
station said.



