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20 pc work on FWP completed

RANGPUR. Feb 17 : About 50 per cent work on 723 Food for
Work Programme [FWP)] here has been completed. reports APB.

Some 100 tonnes of wheat have already been used for the
projects and rest of the work will be completed by the next
month, sources in the district Relief and Rehabilitation office
told. Out of these projects, 63 are in the sadar thana, 111 in
Mithapukur, 115 in Pirganj, 102 in Pirgachha, 68 in Kaunia, 89
in Gangachara, 98 in Eadarganlj and 52 in Taraganj thana.
Fourteen CFrnjects are being implemented in Rangpur Mtinici-
pality and another 11 in Haragachha Municipality. The work
includes reconstruction of rural roads, re-excavation of canals
and derelict ponds and earth filling of the grounds of different

educational and religious institutions.

Poultry farm facing setback

MADARIPUR. Feb 17 : The only government poultry farm
here is facing serious setback due to many reasons including
lack of repair, reports UNB.

The work in the farm remained virtually suspended for the
last six months though the officials and employees are drawing
their salaries regularly, Manager of the farm Abdul Mannan

said two out of the three sheds for chickens are in dilapidated -

condition and became unfit for use. Doors, windows, wooden
frames and other structures of the sheds were damaged due to
lack of necessary repair. Roofs are also in bad condition and
about 200 yards of wall also collapsed during the flood last year,
he added. Security of the farm is being threatened due to the
wall collapse. The farm level is two feet below the main road
and water becomes stagnant during the rain causing serious
problem in rearing the chickens and other birds.

Influentials grabbing jalmahals

FABNA, Feb 17 : Fishermen are being dispossessed of
Jalmahals (lishing areas) here by fake fishermen's coopera-
tives. formed by non-fishing influential people, il is alleged. re-
ports APB.

Sources in the fishing communities in Gang Bhanga Bil,
Ghugudaha Bil. Garca Bil. Haludghar Bil, Gasna Bil, alleged
that the fake cooperatives, registered with the Direétorate of
Cooperatives in connivance with some dishonest officials, have
taken lease of the jalmahals by participating in tender bids. As
per lease conditions, any registered fishing cooperative society
can take part in tender bid and in the process, local influential
people dominate the scene, they alleged. Most of the fishermen's
cooperatives have no registration and there is no investigation
by tlf'ﬁe- government agencies, they said.

Work on uplift schemes progressing

CHUADANGA, Feb 17 : The implementation of 275 schemes
in all the lour thanas and four pourasabhas here at a total allo-
cation of 386 tonnes of wheat are now nearing completion, re-
ports B55.

The schemes are being implemented under the Test Relief
programme of the current [inancial year. The four thanas and
four pourasabhas are : Chuadanga sadar thana, Alamdanga
thana. Damurhuda thana, Jibannagar thana and Chuadanga
Pourasabha, Alamdanga Pourasabha, Darsana Pourasabha
and Jibannagar Pourasabha. According to an official source, of
the total schemes 57 schemes are being implemented in
Chuadanga sadar thana. 90 schemes in Alamdanga thana, 66
schemes in Damurhuda thana, 44 schemes in Jibannagar
thana, 12 schemes in Chuadanga Pourasabha, one scheme in
Alamdanga Pourasabha, 3 schemes in Darsana Pourasabha
and 2 schemes in Jibannagar thana.

Books distributed

KISHOREGANJ, Feb 17 : Islamic Foundation, Kishoreganj
branch has distributed books of about Taka 80 lakh among 16
mosque-based libraries in 75 mass education centres till De-
cember '98, reports BSS.

According to official sources, 75 mass education centres in
four thanas have been performing mosque-based education sat-
isfactorily. The four thanas are ; Kishoreganj sadar, Bhairab.
Hossainpur and Pakundia.

Boro farming on one lakh hectares

JESSORE, Feb 17 : The Jessore Agriculture Extension De-
artment has fixed a target of Boro cultivation on one lakh
1eclares in the current season, reports BSS.

According to the Deputy Director of Agriculture Extension
Department, the expected production would be about three and
half lakh tonnes of Boro rice. In order to achieve the target

through mechanised cultivation, 1,200 power tillers and Egl{ll
tractors are working, besides installation of requisife number

of shall and deep tubewells. The farmers have also been given
necessary training and motivation to increase the production
by applying modern method of cultivation and proper use of
fertiliser, insecticides and manure.

Pistol recovered from youth

MANIKGANJ, Feb 17 : Police arrested one young man at
Aricha launch terminal recently and recnveredy a pistol from
him, reports BSS.

Police sources said, acting on a tip-off they caught a young
man with arms. The arrested person was identified as Selim
Hossain, (22}, son of Jalal Ahmed of village Horntala, in Mani-
rampur thana ol Jessore district. An arms case has been regis-
tered with Shibalaya police station in this connection.

Body to protect Guthail from erosion®

JAMALPUR, Feb 17: A voluntary committee has been formed
to protect Guthail in Islampur thana from erosion by the Ja-
muna, State Minister for Land Rashed Mosharal said, reports
APB.

The committee will begin work very soon with the help of lo-
cal people, he said while visiling the erosion-hit area. The state
minister said the present governmerit has taken steps to protect
different areas from river erosion. Later. he visited Islampur
College.

Students get free books

CHHAGALNAYA (FENI), Feb 17 : Free distribution of books
among the students of 89 primary schools in Chhagalnaiva
thana has been started from January, reports BSS.

Students reading in government, non-government and NGO-
run primary schools received books free of cost on subjects like
Bengali, English, Arithmetic, Social Science and classics. A
total of 4,505 students of class two, 4,262 students of class three,
4,229 students of class four and 2,936 students of class five have
been provided with these books.

Tubewells installation programme

NARSINGDI, Feb 17 : The Public Health Engineering De- |

partment has taken up a programme to sink 94 Tara tqb;-wel}s
and 179 Shallow tube-wells and re-sink after repairing 62
shallow tube-wells under the post flood rehabilitation pro-
gramme in six thanas here, reports BSS. ;

According to an official source, 55 Tara tube-wells and 131
Shallow tube-wells have already been installed. Re-sinking of

44 Shallow tube-wells has already been completed. The sinking-

of the rest tubewells will be completed by April next. Mean-
while, mechanics of the department have visited different areas
to see the condition of 20,525 tubewells. They repaired 4,120

tubewells in the district.

Loan distributed among jobless

KISHOREGANJ, Feb 17 : Youth Development Directorate,
Kishoreganj has distributed a total of Taka 97.67 lakh as loan
among the youngmen and womnen in 13 thanas, reporis BSS.

According to official sources, the loan has been given among
the unemployed youngmen and women for starting various
projects like poultry, dairy. cultivation of vegetables, lailoring
and pisciculture. Unemployed young men and women have
started their own projects with the loan money under the super-
vision and guidance of the assistant director. Youth Develop-
ment Directorale. The directorate also recovered arrear loan of
Taka 64.66 lakh, The recovery is about 68 per cent.

Natore Bar election held

NATORE, Feb 17 : The annual election to Natore District
Lawyer's Association was held recently, reports APB.

ABM Akram was elected president bagging 103 votes, His
nearest rival, Shakhawat Hossain, secured 92 votes. Asadul Is-
lam, who received 103 voltes, became the general secretary by
beating his rival Ruhul Amin Talukdar who secured 92 votes.
Tofazzal Hossain became the senior vice-president by getting
107 votes and Jogandranath Ray, who got 99 votes, became the
junior vice-president. Moslem Uddin, with 110 votes, became
the assistant general secretary. The post of the treasurer went to
Shahidul Islam. who got 105 votes and Makbul Hossain became
the library secretary with 102 votes.

Japanese teacher robbed

CHANDPUR, Feb 17 : A Japanese teacher fell prey to pick-
pockets and lost Tk 45 thousand at the local launch terminal on
Saturday night, reports APB.

Police said Dr Shiro Mukai, a teacher of International Insti-
tute for Advanced Studies in Kyoto, Japan, was robbed of his
money before his departure to Dhaka by a launch. Mukai came
to Faridganj thana of the district for research work on rural de-
velopment a couple of days ago. Later, he left for Dhaka with the
help of the local administration. Police have filed a case but
could not yet arrest anyone in this connection.
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polls in Natore

NATORE, Feb 17: Opposition
leaders here have decided to re-
sist forthcoming municipal
elections at Natore and Guru-
daspur municipalities here.

While interviewing some of
the opposition leaders here,
this correspondent was given
the hint of violence to foil the
poura polls,

The leaders said they were
ready to resist the municipality
polls at any cost. The first thing
they planned to do was that
they would hold rallies, proces-
sions, public meetings and go

door to door to drum up people's ,

support against what they said
"farcical polls."” '

The central BNP leader, Fa-
zlur Rahman Patal MP, said.
‘we have already had 'green sig-

From Anwar Al

nals’' from our high command
to start an allout movement
and we will follow the direc-
tions as we think the upcoming

mock-elections’' will bring no

welfare for people.”

Patal, however, hinted that,
if necessary, the contestin
candidates would be forced to
refrain from the polls.

The district IENF president
Ruhul Kuddus Talukhdar Dulu
MP, told that no opposition
men excepting two Jatiya Party
(JP) workers were participating
in the polls. He warned that the
Earticipat:tn candidates would

e identified.

A lop BNP leader seeking
anonymity said this elections
would be as farcical as our
February 15 elections. The

candidates would be chased out
of the town as the then opposi-
tion did to us, said the influen-
tial BNP leader while he was on
a visil to Natore.

The present chairman of Na-
tore Pourashava and JP leader
Khondokar Jubair Hossain said
AL has been going to do the
same fault what BNP did ear-
lier. He feared the outburst of
people's rage against the gov-
ernment within a short time.

Jamat-e-Islami leader Afsar
Ali Master said that they would
resist the 'farcical' election at
any cost.

Present chairman of Guru-
daspur Pourashava and BNP
leader Moisur Rahman Bablu
ailsc} reiterated the same deci-
sion,

Frequent pre-poll clashes at

JHENIDAH, Feb 17: Poura-
sabha electlions in four muni-
cipalities have been gaining
momentum in the district.

Tea stalls, shops, roadside
gossiping centres have become
lively. a

This year a good number o
female candidates have been
contesting for the reserved seats
of female candidates.

According to the district
election office sources, election
in Kaliganj Pourasabha will be
held on February 23, in
Jhenidah on February 24 and

in Kotchandpur and Mohespur

on Febru 2D;

A total of 858 officials in-
cluding 73 Presiding Officers,
295 Assistant Presiding Offi-
cers and 690 Polling Officers
have been involved to hold the
elections peacefully.

In Jhenidah Pourasabah 36
centres, in Kaliganj 17 centres,
in Kotchandpur 11 centres and
in Mohespur nine centres will
be opened.

According to local people
and elite, though the :J[;pusitinn

parties have officially " boy-
cotted the pourasabha polls,
they have reportedly set their

own candidtes both for female

[reserved) and male ward com-
missioners. '

In Jhenidah, the voters of
the pourasabha have become
confused as the Awami League

district committee gave nomi-

From Delwar Kabir

nation to Dr Azizur Rahman
while Amir Hossain Amu, the
AL central leader and coordina-
tor of the pourasabha election
coordination commitee nomi-
nated the existing poura chair-
man Anisur Rahman Khoka. As
a result the supporters of AL are
in a fix, Both the candidates are
bringing out processions in
favour of themselves,

Mosharraf Hossain Mosha,
a popular JP leader and ex-
poura chairman has been fight-
ing from the same area. He has
been expelled [rom Lhe parly.,

A total of 45 male and 18 fe-
male candidates have been
fighting as ward commission-
ers from the pourasabha.

In Kaliganj, Alauddin Ala,
Joint Sectretary of thana AL
was nominated as AL candidate
while the existing pourasabha
chairman M A Mannan has
been contesting as an indepen-
dent candidate as he failed to
get his party's nomination.

Serajul Islam, another can-
didate is fighting for the chair-
manship as an independent
candidate.

Here clashes have been oc-
curring frequently between the
supportors of Alauddin Ala and
MA Mannan. Now tension has
been prevailing at Kaliganj
which may turn into firce gun-
battle at any moment. A total of
20 male and 10 female candi-
dates have been fighting as

Kaliganj Pourasabha

ward commissioners and re-
served seats respectively.

In Kotchandpur Pourasabha
two candidates have been fight-
ing for the post of chairman.
Thana AL general secretary and
noted politician Nasiruddin
Kalu will fight as AL candidate
while the existing poura chair-
man and renowned BNP activist
Serajul Islam (Seru Mia) will
contest as an independent
candidate as he was expelled
from the party.

A total of 46 male candidates
dnd 11 female candidates have
been fighting as ward commis-
sioners in Kotchandpur
Pourasabha,

In Mohespur, three candi-
dates have been contesting as
chairman. The existing chair-
man of Mohespur Pourasabha
and BNP leader Azizul Haque
Khan is contesting as an inde-
pendent candidate as BNP had
expelled him earlier. Advocate
Safiqul Azam Khan Chanchal
has been contesting with AL
licket and Dr Safiqgur Rahman
has been fighting as an inde-
pendent candidate. A total of 42
male and 12 female candidates
have been contesting as ward
commissioners in Mohespur
Pourasabha,

In this seat there will be
fighting likely between the ex-
isting poura chairman Azizul
Haque Khan and Advocate
Safiqul Azam Khan [Chanchal).
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once a mighty river now a tiny canal which is flowing through the
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Inadequate flow of water

Irrigation affected seriously
in 12 thanas of 3 dists

PABNA, Feb 17: Irrigation in
12 thanas of Pabna, Sirajganj
and Natore districts has seri-
ously been affected due to inad-
equate flow of water at the
pump stations at Bera and
Koitola constructed at a cost of
Tk 400 crore, reports UNB.

The pump stations were con-
structed as part of the Pabna Ir-
rigation and Rural Develop-
ment Project (PIRDP) covering
nine thanas of Pabna, two

thanas of Natore and one of
Sirajganj districts.

e first phase of the project
was completed in the fiscal
1991-92 costing Tk 1,000 crore.
said official sources of Water
Development Board.

Under the project. two ump
stations, 157.55 km flood pro-
tection embankment, 145.21-
km drainage canal, 23 sluice
gales, 42.28 km main irrigation

RAJSHAHI UNIVERSITY: A new press club namely
Metropolitan Press Club has been set up .recently at

Boalia in the heart of Rajshahi city.

— Star photo L

canal, 212.48 km branch canal,
629 other irrigation structures,
29.92 km metal road, 12 cul-
verls, eight bridges and 36 foot
bridges were constructed.

It covered nine thanas of
Pabna-Bera, Sujanalgar, San-
thia, Chatmohor, Faridpur,
Bhangura, Ishwardi, Atgharia
and sadar along with Guru-
daspur and Baraigram of Na-
tore district and Shahjadpur of
Sirajganj.

Asian Development Bank
and other donors provided as-
sistance for the project, said the -
SOULCES.

The main objective of the
project was to protect the vast
area from water logging and
flooding and provide irrigation
facilities to these areas for bet-
ter cultivation,

The rivers Padma, Jamuna,
Baral and Hurasagar sur-
rounded the project area. But at
present, the project faces set
back in supplying water to the
crop fields due to water crisis at
the mouth of the two pump sta-
fions.

Project Director Ahsanullah
said five pumps at Bera station
were pumping out only 1,000 to
1,500 cusec water instead of its
capacity of 2,500 cusec.

He said the situation was the
same at Koitola station adding
that it was mainly due to silting
up of the river Jamuna at Bher-
akhola and Pechakhola.
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such as cabbage, cauliflower, potato, brinjal, radish,

tomato, spinch, bean and pumpkin has become more popular among the farmers as those are
more profitable. Photo shows such a field of cabbage at village Chaturia here. —Star photo

25 lakh children deprived
of pry edn in 10 dists

JESSORE, Feb 17: About 25
lakh children in 10 southwest-
ern districts are being deprived
of primary education due to
various reasons including lack
of adequate number of schools,
reports UNB,

Official sources said that the
total number of school-age
children [(6-10 years) in these
districts was 85,26,175 includ-
ing 46,200,135 boys and
38.06,040 pgirls.

Of the total children, about
60 lakh have been enrolled in
different " primary schools
across the districts. But the rest
25 lakh could not get them-
selves admitted and are being
deprived of their basic right of

education.

Poverty. lack of awareness
among the puardians, shortage
of schools and unemployment
of the educated youths are dis-
couraging further enrollment of
the students hampering the
prﬂTiramme "Education for All"
by the year 2000.

The districts include Jes-
sore, Narail. Jhenidah, Magura,
Kushtia, Meherpur, Chuadanga,
Satkhira. Bagerhat and
Khulna.

Education in these districts
is also being hampered due to
miserable condition of primary
school building and lack of nec-
essary furniture and teachers.

Physician
assaulted

COX'S BAZAR, Feb, 17: Rela-
tives of a youth reportedly as-
saulted a physician here on
Sunday following his death af-
ter taking poison, reports APB,

Hospital sources said Abdur
Rahim, 16, of Piemkhali village
in sadar thana, was rushed to
the Sadar Hospital after he had
taken poison.

The youth died soon after his
admission.

But the relatives of the de-

ceased assaulted doector
Wahidul Huq, accusing him of
negligence of duty and misbe-

haviour. Later they left the hos-
pital premises, leaving the
body.
A case was lodged with the
local thana.

Chandpur-Shariatpur ferry
service likely to start soon

CHANDPUR. Feb 17
Chandpur-Shariatpur ferry
service on the river Meghna, the
long felt desire of the local peo-
ple is expected to be started very
SOOI,

According to reliable
sources, Taka 22 crore have al-
ready been sanctioned for the
purpose. Alurbazaar in Haim-
char thana, about eight kilome-
tres south of Chandpur has been
selected as the suitable site of
Lhe ferry ghat on the Chandpur
district side. Bhederganj of
Ehariagxur district has been
selected for the ferryghat on
Shariatpur district side. -

The width of the river
Meghna between Alurbazaar to
Bhederganj will be about 10
kilometres. The construction
work of the eight kilometres
long connecting roads between
the ferryghats have already
been started,

If the project is implemented
it will usher in a new era in the
economic development of the
southern districts of the coun-

From Shirin Akhter

try. As a result the distance will
be reduced by 150 kiloemtres
from Khulna to Chittagong. At
present vehicles from the east-
ern districts of the country have
to ply a long way through
Dhaka city to reach Khulna and
other southern districts of the
country. This creates traffic
jam in Dhaka city. The pro-
posed terry service, il inaugu-
rated, will greatly ease the traf-
fic congestion in Dhaka. This
ferry service will- again reduce
fuel consumption to a great ex-
tent. If the new ferry service is
started. it will greatlv improve
the economic activites in the
districts of Chandpur and
Shariatpur.

Coomunication between
southern districts and eastern
districts will be more easy. Be-
sides, new industries, mills and
factories will be established in
the area and new job oppurtu-
nities will be created for thous-
nads of people. Chandpur Raods
and Highways Department has
been working to widen the con-

necting roads between the two
ferry ghats.

According to Bangladesh
[nland Waler Transport Corpo-
ration [BIWTC), the idle ferries
of Aricha ghat will be placed in
these lerry ghals. Because some
ferries al Aricha ghats have be-
comne useless alter the opening
of Bangabandhu Jamuna
Bridge.

[t'is further learnt that nec-
essary steps have already been
taken to acquire five acres of
land [or each of the ferry ghat at
Alurbazaar and at Bhedergany.
People are eagerly waiting to see
the impelemtation of the long
cherished drema of direct ferry
service between Chandpur and
Shariatpur.

Md Younus Mizi, President,
Chandpur Chamber and Com-
merce welcomed the introduc-
lion of the new ferry service. He
told that the economic activites
of the area would further be de-
veloped if the project is imple-
mented, :
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In 4 dists of greater Rajshahi

NATORE, Feb 17: Over 500
small, medium and large scale
industries of four districts of
greater Rajshahi have bheen
closed during the last two years
owing to a number of reasons,
reports UNB.

Unabated smuggling, fre-
quent strike, erratic power
supply and bureaucratic red-
tapism are some of the causes
responsible behind the closure.

Some 15,000 employees and
workers of these establish-
ments became jobless while
production in another 300 in-
dustrial establishment has
fallen sharply and also on the
way of closure.

The closed establishments
included garment industries,
raw leather processing units,
pharmaceutical industries, au-
tomatic rice mills, puffed rice
mills, press and printing estab-
lishments, engineering work-
shops, spare parts, lock and key
manufacturing units and elec-

tric fan manufacturing units in
Natore. Rajshahi, Chapainwab-
gmg and Naogaon districts.
ources in Rajshahi BSCIC
said that a total of 39 sick in-
dustries were identified by the
government in 1990 in Ra-
jshahi region for giving finan-
cial and techriical support, but
these industries are vet to re-
ceive any official patronage.

As a result, the old sick in-
dustries could not be renovated
angd at the same time no new in-
dustrial units were established
in the region.

M Aminul Haque, President,
Natore Chamber of Commerce
and Industries told that the po-
litical unrest was the major
hindrance to industrialisation
in the industrially backward
region of the country.

M Abul Mannaf, President
National Association of Small
and Cottage Industries of
Bangladesh, Natore distriet,
said business community of the

KErosion renders 14,000 families
homeless in Faridpur

FARIDPUR, Feb 17:lAbout 14
thousand families have been
reridered homeless due to ero-
sion by the Padma. Almost all
the land of Harirampur and
Charjhaukanda of Charb-
hadrashan thana and Akter-
char union of Sadarpur thana
have been devoured by the tur-
bulent river, reports APB.

The inhabitants of Charb-
hadrashan, who had somehow
survived the ravages of the dev-
astating flood last year, have
lost their homes due to erosion
of the river Padma.

Four to five thousand fami-
lies who, after losing their land,
were living on the embankment
of the river for the last 10 to 12
years, have again become
homeless as the Padma has

swallowed their shelter.

Ten to 15 villages have alsa
been swept away by the Padma,
along with the embankment,
The chars (shoals) of the Char-
jhaukanda union, Charsaleh-
pur, Uttar Nababganj., Dakhyin
Nababganj and Char Shalika-
pur are also being eroded relent-
lessly.

Seven to eight villages are
also in the process of being
eroded in AKterchar union.
Gopalpur and Molladangi of
Charbhadrashan union are los-
ing extensive tracts of land to
the raging Padma.

Thousands of homeless
families arec now squatting on
the embankment between
Faridpur sadar C&B ghat and
Hajiganj Bazaar. and in-be-

tween ffhhrbhadmshaﬂ and Ha-

jiganj.

Since a highway has been
laid on the embankment, the
slums on the roadside have
been causing considerable prob-
lems to vehicular traffic. It is
nolt possible to eviect these
homeless people because they
have nowhere else {o go.

Erosion is taking its toll in
Sadarpur thana also. Piajkhali

Mokam has been totally lost to
the water of the Padma.

Both Padma and Arial Khan
have engulfed 10 to 12 villages
in Charnasirpur union. Eight to
10 thousand families have been

rendered homeless in the area.
They had taken shelter beside .

Chandrapara road and the local
embankment,
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PIROJPUR: Self-Help Educational Programme (SHEP), a

non-governmental organisation arranged a training
programme for the rural people of Mothbaria ths{na'
recently. The training programme was aimed at attaining
self-reliance. M Z Haque, Director of SHEP conducted

the training course.

15,000 industrial workers
become jobless in 2 yrs

country's northern region felt
%eatly encouraged following
the commissioning of the Ja-
muna Bridge. But gas supﬂly. he
said, should immediately be en-
sured through the bridge as the
region is hard hit due to acute
power crisis since long.

707 uplift schemes
taken up in
Khulna

KHULNA, Feb 17; The gov-
ernment has taken up 707 de-
velopment schemes in nine
thanas of the district under
Food for Works Programme
FWP and allocated 2,690 metric
tons of wheat for the purpose,

reports UNB.
The schemes include rural
infrastructure air and main-

tenance works. Official sources
said the projects would be com-
pleted by May next.

They said 242 metric tons of
wheat were allocated against 56
schemes in Batiaghata thana,
while 266 mts against 68
schemes in Dakop, 210 mts
against 49 schemes in Dighalia
and 448 mts against 104
schemes in Dumuria thanas.

Some 298 metric tons of
wheat were also allocated
against 61 schemes in Koira,
392 mts against 74 schemes in

Paikgachha, 146 mts against 59
schemes in Fultala, 208 mts
against 51 schemes in Ter-
aﬁhada and 273 mts against 69
schemes in Rupsha thanas, they
added.

Besides, allocations were
given in different thanas of the
metropolitan city. It include 40
mts against 15 schemes in Son-
adanga thana, 60 mts against
27 emes in sadar thana, 54
mits against 27 schemes in

Khalishpur thana, 25 mts
' against two schemes in Daulat-
pur thana and 28 mts 13

schemes in Khanjahan Al
thana.



