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Deploymént of foreign troops

Milosevic refuses to
accept US proposal

BELGRADE, Feb 17: Presi-
dent Slobodan Milosevic dealt a
blow Wednesday to prospects
for a peace deal on Kosovo. re-
jecting the Americans' take-it-
or-leave-it proposal that for-
eign troops enforce any accord,
reports AP,

Milosevic's statement after a
four-hour meeting Tuesday
night with US envoy Christo-
Rher Hill, who arrived in from

osovo talks in Rambouillet,
France, lelt the status of those
negotiations in more doubt
than ever.

Western sources af the talks
in France said Hill flew in to
tell Milosevic that if he doesn't
accept a Kosovo agreement by
noon Saturday that calls for
foreign troops in Kosovo, he
will suffer NATO airstrikes.

But Milosevic, who has been
known to bow to diplomatic
pressure at the last moment,
showed no signs of doing so
now. :

In a statement issued early
Wednesday by the official Tan-
jug news agency, Milosevic said
"our negative stand on the pres-
ence of foreign troops is not
only the attitude of the leader-
ship, but also of all citizens of
our country.”

The US proposal to deploy
an international force is
backed by other powers at the
conference outside Paris. As
many as 30,000 NATO troops,
including some 4,000 American
soldiers,
Kosovo immediately to police

the ent.
Hill was dispatched to Bel-
grade after US tary of Sate

Madeleine Al t telephoned
Milosevic to warn him to accept
the peace deal, including the
troops deployment, or face
NATO strikes.

But Milosevic showed
more willingness to do so than
the Serbian officials at the
talks.

would be sent to

no .

International

US warns Iraq against attacks on
bases in Turkey, KSA & Kuwait

WASHINGTON, Feb 17: The
United States on Tuesday again
sharply warned Iraq against
launching attacks on military
bases in Turkey, Kuwait or
Saudi Arabia, saying that such
a move would be met "with a
very swilft and sure response,”
reports Reuters.

Defence Department
spokesman Ken Bacon said in
response to questions from re-
porters that the US military
maintained a major force of
warplanes and missile-carry-
ing warships in the Gulf region
capable u? quickly attacking

Iraﬂ.J

s words echoed a warning
by US Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright this week
following threats from Iraq
that it might strike air bases in
Cirlick, Turkey, or the two Gulf
states from where US and
British jets have been attackin

air defences in northern an

southern Iraq since December
1998.

Any attack by Iraq against
one of our allies in the region
would be a severe mistake and

would be met with a very swift
and sure response,” Bacon said.

"l think it is a sign of Iraqgi
President Saddam Hossein's
isolation and desperation that
Iraq is making such threats. He
has tried diplomacy with his
neighbours. He has tried to ca-
jole them in suEpﬂrLing his po-
sition and that has failed.”

Bacon and State Department
spokesman James Rubin said

S warplanes would continue
to strike targets in Iraﬂ's north-
ern and southern "no {ly" zones
as long as they were threatened
or fired on by the Iragi mili-
tary.

Both also denied a published
ri:]l;mrt in the London Sunday
Telegraph that Russia agreed to
sell some 160 million US dol-

lars in new air defence and
warplanes modernisation ser-
vices to Iraq in violation of a
UN arms embargo put in place
following the 1991 Gulf war.

"l have nothing to suggest
that report is true,” said Bacon,
noting that Moscow had denied

it.
[raq said on Tuesday it was

determined to defend itself
from western planes using
bases in the three neighbouring
countries to patrol the "no-fly”
zones, set up by Washington and
its allies after the war to protect
Kurds in the north and Shiite
Muslims in the south from
Saddam.

Iraqi Foreign Minister Mo-
hammed Saeed al-Sahaf said
the zones in northern and
southern Iraq, set up after the
war to protect Kurds in north-
ern Iraq and Shiite Muslims in
the south, were outside the
framework of United Nations
resolutions.

Talks on hand over of
Lockerbie suspects

at 'delicate stage'

UNITED NATIONS, Feb 17:
Discussions on handing over
two Libya suspects for trial in
the 1988 bombing of a Pan Am
jet are at "a delicate stage," UN
Secreta eneral Kofi Annan
said Tuesday, reports AP.

"We are in discussions and |
prefer not to go into details," he
told reporters as he arrived at
UN headquarters. "I would hope
that.in the next week or so we
will have a clearer indication of
what is happeﬂing. )

Annan refused to comment
on whether UN legal rts are
ua:lraftinil a letter with assur-
‘ances that the Libyan govern-
ment is seeking,

At issue is the trial of two
Libyan suspects wanted for the
1988 bombing of a Pan Am pas-
SEnger jet over Lockerbie, Scot-
land, that killed 270 ple.

Weekend reports from South
African and Saudi Arabian of-
ficials, who were asked to me-
diate on behalf of the United
Nations, said a deal is immi-
nent for trial in The Nether-
lands,

Asked why the issue was so

elicate now, UN spokesman
ed Eckhard said Tuesday: "I

think the secretary-general
feels that we're moving closer to
a final resolution (and) he:
doesn't want to do anything
that will upset the apple cart.”

Egyptian Foreign Minister
Amr Moussa said Tuesday that
efforts in recent weeks — in-
cluding visits to Libya by Saudi
and South African envoys —
have merged to bring a deal
within reach, and that not
much was left to negotiate.

‘In the coming few days,
there may be an agreement on
the remaining details,” Moussa
told reporters in Cairo after re-
turning from the Libyan caﬁ-
tal, Tripoli, where he met his
counterpart, Omar
Muntasser, on Monday.

In August, Libya accepted in

rinciple a US-British proposal
or a trial before Scottish judges
in the Netherlands. But Libya
later balked at the prospect that
the suspects, if convicted, would
be imprisoned in Scotland.

Saudi, officials told Annan
on Friday that the Libyans had
agreed to the suspects' impris-
onment in Scotland, if con-
victed, Eckhard said.
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Blasts claim 14 in Uzbekistan:
Fourteen people were killed and 128 were injured when a

string of powerful blasts rocked the Uzbek capital yesterday,
a spokesman for the emergency situations ministry said,

AFP says from Tashkent.

Eighty-three injured were re
ested the six blasts, whic

5u

rted hospitalised. Officials
included two powerful car

bombs, were an attempt on the life of President Islam Kari-

mov by Muslim extremists.

Fresh US-DPRK talks Feb 27:

The United States and North Korea will open

a new round of

negotiations on a suspected North Korean nuclear site on

February
AFP reports from Washi
Us s

27 In New York, the state department said Tuesday,
ngton.

pecial envoy Charles Kartman will lead the American

side in the talks in which he will again seek unconditional US

access to a site Washington fears could be used to revive
Pyongyang Nuclear programme.

Bomb blast kills 2 in N :

children were killed and two seriously

Two
injured whien a bomb

thought to have been planted by Maoist guerillas exploded in a
village in western Nepal, police said Tuesday, AFP says from

Kathmandu.

They said the bomb was hidden in a barn at Liwang

near the

district administration office for Rolpa district.

3 NLD members held in Myanmar:

Mvanamr's Junta has arrested three senior members of the
opposition National League for Democracy (NLD) as its
crackdown on dissent intensifies an exiled student group said
Tuesday, AFP reports from Bangkok.,

The three members of parliament were detained as they were

preparing to attend
committee last week,

a meeting of the NLD led parliamentary

Pak award for Indian professor:

In a rare %esture. a Pakistani women's Organisation has

chosen an

ndian academic Prof Usha Nayar for its Woman

of the Year Award for her outstanding contribution in the
field of education, PTI says from New Delhi.

Nayar. head of the Department of Women's Studies of the
National Council of Education Research and Training
(NCERT), has been chosen the star Woman of the Year by the
Star Girls’ and Women Foundation of Pakistan, a non-gov-
ernmental organisation, a foundation release here said.

Shiv Sena asks
cinema owners

not to screen
. AT ’

Mehta’s ’Fire

NEW DELHI, Feb 17: In a
veiled threat, Shiv Sena yester-
day asked cinema owners in the
capital not to screen 'Fire.’
Deepa Mehta's controversial
film respecting the sentiments
of people at large and shiv
;%Eniks in particular, reports

Shiv Sena will launch popu-
lar agitation against cinemas
which screen vulgar films par-
ty's Delhi unit chief Jai Bhag-
wan Goyal cautioned in a
statement here without directly
naming the film,

Goyal's reaction comes in
the wake of the recent clearance
given to the film without any

cyts by the Central Board of
Film Certification

The centre had referred the
film to the board for re-assess- |
ment following attacks on cin-
emas in a Delhi and Mumbai by
shiv sainiks protesting vulgar-
ity in the move which depicts a
lesbian relationship.

Terming the censor board
decision as unfortunate, Goyal
said it would only encourage
other film makers to mzﬁe
movies on topics which were
allen to Indian culture.

R
st e
W W,

S ..‘“. i i
e 11*.'1‘,;_*}#4 ; )
e A .l e R

o R e e :
S e Hhh%'&

AR M e e

King Abdullah ibn Hussein (R) and his wife Princess R

e
e L e el

'.'-"-':‘-:"_:'.:': e .."l., e

ania play with Jor

danian orphans

at an orphanage on Tuesday. The Royal couple made a tour of the Hashemiyeh Palace, a
two storey mansion which King Hussein had converted into an orphanage just over a
year ago. King Hussein, who died of cancer on Feb 7, and his wife Queen Noor used to

pay regular visits to the 200 orphans who live in the palace.

— AFP photo

Prison terms upto 20 yrs

Cuban lawmakers crack down
on dissidents with tough laws

HAVANA, Feb 17: Cuban
lawmakers set prison terms of
up to 20 years for people accused
ol promoting US policy aimed
at lorcing a change in the com-
Eﬁmist government, reports
The "Law for the Protection
of Cuba's National Indepen-
dence and Economy" was unan-
imously approved late Tuesday
h¥ the parliament, three years
alter it was proposed in re-
sponse fo the tightening of the
US trade embargo against Cuba.

The measure also sets fines
for those accused of crimes that
affect "the fundamental inter-

. ests, political or economic” of
Cuba.

"What we have done not only
reaffirms our spirit of resis-
tance and our continued fight to
preserve our revolution,” Ri-
cardo Alarcon, president of the
parliament, said in a comments
carried by Cuba's Prensa Latina
news service.

"It also opens a new chapter
in which we confront the at-
tempts to force upon us from the
outside a model of society that
we have since rise above," Alar-
con said.

Before the law was passed,
lawmakers agreed to President
Fidel Castro's proposal to re-
duce from 30 to 20 vears the
maximum prison limit for
those convicted .under the new

law.
The new tough measures,

discussed in parliament Tues-
day, appear to be almed espe-

cially at independent Cuban
Journalists, many of whom are
in regular contact with the US
government's Radio Marti,
which opposes the Castro gov-
ernment.

The measures would ban the
introduction of "subversive"
materials into the country,
along with the importation of
equipment designed to dissem-
inate such information.

The move comes a little
more than a month after Presi-
dent Bill Clinton announced
measures designed to increase
contact between the American

Italian court ruling
Female lawmakers
in US protest

injeans

SACRAMENTO, Feb 17:
California’'s women lawmakers
wuredjeans to the capitol on
Tuesday to protest an Italian
udge's ruling that it is impossi-

le to rape a woman wearing
jeans, reports AP.

It is offensive to women and
California and worldwide and, 1
believe, to all people," said
Assemblywoman Susan Davis,
who chairs the Women's
Legislative Caucus.

More than 20 of the
Legislature's 30 women and a
few men wore blue or black
denim jeans to the Assembly
floor session Tuesday.

'''''''''

A Kurdish woman shouts during,
Worker's Party, Abdullah Ocalan, near
Kurds organised demonstrations all over
embassies and consulates following Ocal

have arrested some 73 Kurdish demonstrators,

a riot next to a portrait of the leader of the Kurdistan
the Greek Embassy in The Hague on Tuesday.
Europe and occupied several Greek and Kenyan
an's extradition to Turkey. Policé in The Hague

and Cuban people while main-
taining the US embargo apgainst
Cuba.

Cuban officials were infuri-
ated by Clinton's proposal,
which they said did nothing to
ease the sanctions,

The crackdown on pro-US
dissidence also comes amid a
%eneral toughening throughout

uba's government.

Revisions in the penal code
approved Tuesday call for the
death penalty for government
officials who engage in drug
trafficking and lengthened
sentences for smugglers of
aliens.

The new penal code in-
creases Cuba's longest prison
sentence [rom 20 years to 30
years, lengthens terms for re-
peat offenders and implements
the use of life sentences.

Cuba's top Roman Catholie
church leader on Tuesday ex-
pressed concern about the strict
new measures for both common
and political crimes. |

"This is not the way to re-
solve things," Cardinal Jaime
Ortega said, "The problem is
more than that. It's in our val-
ues, in the family, in educa-
tion."

Of capital punishment, Or-
lega said, "One bad thing cannot
be resolved with another bad
thing."

Once notably free of street
crime and violence, Cuba has a
surge in prostitution, robbery
and thell — even murder — in
recent years.
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— AFP photo.

Hillary to give
- “careful thought’

to senate seat

WASHINGTON, Feb 17:
Hillary Rodham Clinton said
she would give "careful thought"
to running for a US Senate seat
from New York, reports AP,

Three confidants said Tues-
day she was talking with suF-
porters about what it would
take to run a serious campaign.

The first lady promised to
make her decision later this
year. President Bill Clinton
said on Monday she would be
"terrific in the Senate." .

Hillary's statement drew a
quick response from the camp
of New York Mayor Rudolph
Giuliani, a possible Republican
rival. "If Hillary Clinton an-
nounces a run for Senate, that
would encourage the mayor to
consider his candidacy for the
Senate as well," a Giuliani
spokeswoman said.

Hillary said she was deeply
gratified by "the large number
of people who have encouraged
me to consider running” for the
Senate seat being opened by the
retirement of Democratic Sen.
Daniel Patrick Moynihan in
2000,

Just four days after the end
of her husband's impeachment
ordeal, Mrs. Clinton said she
had not been able to-give much
thought to a potential candi-

dacy but would be able to focus
on it now, She said she would
make her decision later this
Year,

Attack on US embassy

. DHAKA THURSDAY,

FEBRUARY 18, 1999

Natalie Imbruglia, winner of the "Best International
New comer Award" holds her trophy during the Brit
Awards ceremony 'at the London Arena on Tuesday.
Imbruglia was also awarded Best International Female

_oolo Artist.

— AFP photo

Syrian minister
withdraws his
comments

WASHINGTON, Feb 17: A
5_-.}7]rlan Deputy Prime Minister
who praised an attack against

| the US embassy in Damascus

withdrew his comments after
US Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright demanded a
retraction, threatening to recall
the US ambassador, US offi-
cials said on Tuesday.

The officials also said Syria
romised to pay compensation
or damages very soon, the

amount is expected to total un-
der one million dollars, one of-
ficial told Reuters,

The US embassy in Damas-
cus was attacked last Dec, 19 by
protesters angry about US and
British air strikes against Iraq.

Syrian Defence Minister Lt
Gen. Mustafa Tlas who is also a

deputy prime minister, was
quoted in an interview with the
official daily Tishreen last

week as praising the assault.

New study reveals

Tomato can lower
risk of cancer

WASHINGTON, Feb 17:
Spaghetti sauce and ketchu
can be good for you, says a study
confirming a long-suspected
view — that eating lots of fresh
and processed tomatoes can
lower the risk.of some kinds of
cancer, reports AP.

The summary study in the
Journal of the National Cancer
Institute found there is now
enough data to show convine-
ingly "that high consumers of
tomaloes and tomate products
are at substantially decreased
risk of numerous cancers, al-
though probably not all can-
cers.”

The study, to be published
Wednesday, analyzed 72 past
studies that had examined the
link between various cancers

. and the consumption of toma-

toes and tomato-based products.
Some of the studies also
exantined the blood levels of ly-
copene, a compound principally
found in tomatoes thal power-
fully protects cells from oxi-
dants that have been linked to
cancer.

In all, 57 of the 72 studies

linked tomato intake with a re-
duced risk of cancer. said Dr.
Edward Giovannucei of Harvard
Medical School, author of the
repart. In 35 of these studies, he
said, the connection was strong
enough to be "statistically
significant,” while in another
15 the link was inconclusive or
only “slight "

The data are most com-
pelling for cancers of the
prostate gland, lung and stom-
ach. Giovannuceci said. The
findings also suggest links be-
lween tomatoes and lower lev-
els of several other cancers, in-
cluding pancreatic, colorectal.

esophageal, oral, breast and
cervical cancers.

Dr Clare Hasler, executive
director of the Functional
Foods for Health Programme at
the University of Illinois,
called Giovannucel's work the
most comprehensive to date on
the issue,

"It shows that people who eat
a large amount of tomato have a
reduced risk for a number of
types of cancers,"” she said.

Where has Bin Laden gone?

ISLAMABAD, Feb 17: The
Taliban militia of Afghanistan,
which elaims to have launched
a search for Saudi dissident
Osama bin Laden after his re-
ported disappearance last week,
claims efforts to locate him
have borne no fruit, reports
IANS,

Diplomatic sources here
said there were several possible
destinations for bin Laden, in-
cluding Chechnya in Russia or
several isolated African coun-
tries. With the US pressing the
Taliban for exact information
of bin Laden's whereabouts, the
Taliban chief, Mulla Omar.
made it clear that his adminis-
tration would not be cowed
down by threats of fresh air
strikes against Afghanistan.

"Let me say that Afghans
will not yield to threats; nor
will we accept untenable
(American) demands buckling
unider pressure,” Mulla Omar
told Radio Shariat in Kabul on
Monday night. .

Afghan sources claiming
proximity to the Taliban, while
reiterating that there had been
no success yet in localing hin
Laden, said here that the mili-
tia's top leadership would still
refuse to extradite the dissident
leader to Saudi Arabia or hand
him over to the United States.
Washington, which alleges that
bin Laden masterminded the
bombing of the US embassies in
Kenya and Tanzania last
August, has announced a re-
ward of S5 million on his head.
The US had, following the
Africa bombings, launched a
missile strike on Afghanistan's
Khost province on suspected
terror camps run by bin Laden.
The militia's supreme leader
took pains to explain that the

ISaudl fugitive ad

-2
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e

nol been
forced out of war-wrecked
Afghanistan, saying hin Laden
was at liberty to go anywhere he
wished.

A Peshawar-based Urdu
newspaper, however, claimed
the alleged terrorist, along with
five close confidanlts — three of
whom were identified as Aiman
Al-Mazhar, Saad Sharif and
Abu Asad — and ten guards, had
sneaked out of his hideout after
developing differences with his
dogmatic hosts, the Taliban.
The Afghan Islamic Press (AIP),
quoting competent sources, said
bin Laden was at odds with the
Taliban over the militia repre-
sentatives recent meetings with
American and British olficials
in Islamabad. "The row culmi-
nated in Osama’'s decision to
leave Afghanistan,” it said.
Another private network,
Sahar News Agency, claimed
the Saudi national had been
spotted in the Nimroz, capital
of Zaranj, bordering Iran. It

sald diplomats had also seen
five vehicles carrying bin
Laden, his aides and guards on
Thursday at 11 a.m.

Mulla Omar reiterated that
bin Laden had not been forced
out of Afghanistan. He said the
Taliban had met all its obliga-
tions towards bin Laden, adding
that there were three reasons
why he had not been handed
over to international authori-
lies.

"First, if we handed over
Osama to anybody this would be
a black spot on Afghan history
and would have gone against
fraternity and the tradition of
Afghanistan because he was our

uest," Omar sald. Secondly,

e said, no other Muslim coun-
try would mede him with
sanctuary, "which is extremely
regrettable.” And thirdly, the
U.S. had denied Osama bin
Laden his right to express his
views, he added.

About the chances of another
U.S. strike on Afghanistan,
Mulla Omar said, "It is up to
America if they want to launch
rocket attacks on Afghanistan
and we can say that Afghans
will not yield to anyone's
might, nor would Afghans
accept their demand by force."
He said the Taliban had not
accepted any financial as-
sistance from bin Laden "be-
cause he is suffering economic
hardships himself."

The Clinton administration
has so far failed to confirm the
Taliban's claim that bin Laden
has gone “"missing". State
Department spokesman James
Rubin said, "We are not able to
confirm reports that Osama bin
Laden has left Afghanistan. We
cannot confirm either that he
has gone to Iraq."

Ocalan's capture puts question
mark on Kurdish rebellion

ANKARA, Feb 17: For the
Kast 14 years, guerillas of the
urdistan Workers Party have
waged a ruthless and bloody
battle for autonomy in Turkey's
southeast. With the capture of
leader' Abdullah Ocalan, their
fa;e remains unclear, reports
AP.

Ocalan was captured in a
covert operation and brought
Tuesday to Turkey to be tried on
terrorism charges that carry
the death penalty. Details of the
operation were not disclosed.

is capture set off massive

protests Tuesday as enrage
Kurds seized embassies and
held hostages across Europe,

Ocalan is believed to have
thousands of fighters in south-
east Turkey and in Iraq, and
supporters throughout E?urnpm
It was not immediately cléar if
the rebels would put their arms
down or intensily their fight-
ing.

As Prime Minister Bulent
Ecevit announced Ocalan's
capture Tuesday, he appealed to
Ocalan's fighters 1o surrender!'
under a law that allows for
more, lenient - sentences for
those who give themselves up

than for those who continue
fighting and are captured,

‘I call on the youngsters who
have fallen into (Ocalan's)
trap," Ecevit sald. "You have
reached a dead end, give your-
selves in to justice of the state.”

Ocalan's outlawed Kurdistan
Workers Party, or PKK, has
been fighting for autonomy in
Turkey's southeast since 1984
in a conflict that has cost close
to 37.000 lives.

But there have been signs of
disarray in the movement in
recent months. Ocalan's former
riﬁl&bhand man, Semgdin
Sakik, was captured by Turkish
security forces last year after he
reportedly fell out with the
leader,

Now, with Ocalan captured,
the group could fracture further,
with only the most die-hard
militants continuing the fight?*
some analysts say.

"This will surely demoralise
his fighters," said Seyfi Tashan,
of the private Foreign Policy
Institute in Ankara, addin
that a leadership struggle coul
follow Ocalan's capture.

"A small separate armed
group may emerge from the PKK

and keep up violence," said”

Dogu Ergil, president of the
Foundation for the Research of
Societal Problems, an Ankara-
based think-tan.

PKK supporters in Europe
may wish to focus on pursuing
Kurdish goals through the
Turkish political arena, Ergil
said, adding that the govern-

‘ment should do more to solve

the crisis peacefully.

"Turkey has to accept the
fact that this i{s a multicultural
nation and the Kurds want re-
spect to their cultural tradi-
tions; This has to be solved
within means of democracy,”
Ergil said.

urkish officials insists
that Turks and Kurds are equal
and cite a list of people with
Kurdish background who have
served as president, Prime Min-'
ister or as ministers.

However, Turkey does not al-
low it 12 million Kurds to use
the Kurdish language in broad-
casting or education — rights
that are afforded to other mi-
norities,

Many activists, Turkish and
Kurdish, who have ur%(ed greater
cultural rights for Kurds or

have denounced human rights
abuses by Turkish forces have
been imprisoned under strict
laws that restrict freedom of
expression.

Attempts to launch legiti-
mate Kurdish parties have been
short-lived, with courts movin
against them for their aﬂcﬁe
support of the banned PKK.
Three Kurdish parties have
been shut down so far. Four
former Kurdish parliament
deputies remain jailed,

"A new case is pending
against the most recently
formed Kurdish political party,
ahead of April general elec-
tions.

The government has an-
nounced a dprujlect to help the
economic development of the
impoverished Kurdish-domi-
nated southeastern re%lnn.

But martial-law-like rule
continues in that region, draw-
criticism of Turkey's human
ts record.

Provincial governors can
easily impose curfews, call in
military forces to suppress
meetings and rallies deemed {l-
legal, order an end to strikes
and obtain search warrants.
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