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Shocked and Outraged

| We find no words adequate to express our an-
guish and outrage at the dastardly Kkilling of
valiant freedom fighter and top JSD leader Kazi
Aref and five of his party colleagues on the rostrum
of a public meeting. The brush-fire assassination
swipe enacted in broad daylight under the widest
public gaze conceivable has added a dreadful di-
mension to the lexicon of political gangsterism in
the country. Never before a public meeting has been
the scene of such derring-do armed violence
spilling blood on the podium of a political rally,
only crackers and bombs having been blasted to
disrupt public meetings in the. past. The feeling
that the barrier could be broken after all to perpe-
trate such an act of dare-devilry makes us appre-
hensive that it might recur unless gangsterism is
dealt with an iron hand.

There may be speculations aplenty on what
caused the killings, ranging from an attribution to
old conflicts in the Ganobahini to conjectures
about intra- and inter-group feudings. A probe
needs to be instituted to uncover the truth. .

Armed gangs under revolutionary guises have
ruled the roost despite the occasional combing op-
erations that could not even touch the fringes of
their existence. They have thrived on trafficked
and collected arms and an extortionist life-style.
Political terrorism has been on the rise in the

south-western and southern parts of Bangladesh
I for some time. In a democracy no party or group
can expect to be outlawed unless it chooses to put
on that label by going underground and engaging
themselves in clandestine activities. Often they
have contflicts over territorial tutelage and booty
I distribution. But somehow because criminals have

got an upperhand under successive governments
their survivability has never appeared to be in any
serious doubt.

The Home Minister has promised 'stern action'
against the culprits and a non-recurrence of such a
| heinous incident in future. If such dastardly
killings do not move the government into action,
what else will? After ordering a probe the govern-
ment must stay focused on the job at hand to ferret
| out the criminals and have them punished with a
deterrent effect. The government is also required to
provide adequate protection to public meetings of
political parties without being too selective about
| it.

This paper reiterates its condemnation of all
forms of political terrorism and expresses its
heart-felt condolences to the members of the be-
reaved families. |

| Caring for the Displaced

Time is running out to care for the displaced.
Concern for this issue distinctly came up during a
two-day conference, arranged by a Dhaka Univer-
sity-based organisation Refugee and Migratory
Movement Research Unit (RMMRU), which ended
Tuesday last. Participants riﬁhtl}r felt that move-

-ment of people, a massive influx of displaced per-
sons, put roadblocks to development prn{;&cts.
Pressure of population and unemployment

the principal reasons for migration of people from
the countryside to urban areas and degradation of
the environment associated with lopsided urbani-
sation, we have to develop epicentres of growth all
over the country to strike the problems at their
roots. River bank erosion is a big problem that
needs to be solved through dredging and embank-
ment.

For rehabilitating the internally displaced per-
sons (IDPs), our local government system should be
harnessed. Alongside, the local government can.
and should, come forward with its own plans to

sistance and locally generated funds. Scopes for
employment opportunities and housing will have
to be created. This will certainly lessen migration
from rural areas to urban ones. Rehabilitating the
migrants would also help in accelerating the coun-
try's economic development. And when it comes to
national economy, there should not be any second
thought to get the act together.

At the regional level, a co-ordinated inter-terri-
torial approach, under the SAARC umbrella, must
be taken up. This will also reduce the malaise of
human ficking across the border. The pending
repatriation of Rnhinﬁya refugees from Bangla-
desh to Myanmar needs to be completed through
inter-state cooperation.

Rotting Vegetables

There has been a bumper production of winter
vegetables in the country. This has been possible
because of timely availability of seeds, insecticides
and other implements and of course, the back-
breaking toil of the farmers after the recession of
flood waters. Assistance from donor countries
helped. The sedimentation that accompanied the
floodwaters increased the fertility of the soil that
came in handy for bumper production of these veg-
etables. In a penetrating report an important
Bangla daily revealed Wednesday that the country
had produced a million tons of winter vegetables
this year compared to 8 lakh tons last year. To-
gether with summer and monsoonal output the
country would have produced more than 16 lakh
tons this year. This figure falls far short of per
head consumption of the people of this country, ac-
cording to international standards, claims the re-

port.

Whatever it is the saddest part of the story is that
about 25 to 30 per cent of the products is rotting in
the absence of adequate storage facility. During
the first six months of current fiscal Bangladesh
has exported vegetables worth Tk 45.45 crore.
Our vegetables have a good market in the Middle
East, and if the wastage could be checked we would
have earned more foreign exchange and at the
grower's level the prices would have reached a
point that could provide financial support to the
producer. ,

As it is prices in mofussil areas have fallen so
low that farmers are hard-pressed even to earn the
transportation cost. Though this is the situation in
the kitchen markets retailers are having a field-
day at Dhaka. They are buyirg at a very nominal
price from the wholesalers and making ost 100
per cent profit from the public. It hurts both the
growers and the consumers. We would strongly urge
upon the ministry concerned to immediately look
into the problems of storage and supply. It will be a
colossal waste if swift decisions are not taken to

| stem the rot.
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Impeachment: The Stigma Hard to Shake off

HE impeachment trial of

I President William

Jelferson Clinton has

ended. The president has been

exanerated of the charges
brought against him,

This more than a year-long
drama virtually paralysed
Washington DC the capital of
the on y superpower of the
world. With the Senate vote an-
nounced by Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court, William Rehn-
quist, there was a near audible
sigh of relief from the USA head
around the world,

There are tell tale signs that
a vast plot had been spun
around President Bill Clinton
with the sole abjective to oust
him from the While House.
There have been attempts at
character assassination even
when he was Governor of
Arkansas. This effort was ex-
panded with corruption charges
trying to implicate him and his
wife in the Whitewater land
deal.

After his near landslide vic-
tory for a second term in office
that his adversaries went seri-
ously to work. Kenneth Starr,
the 'independent’ counsel took
up the issue in right earnest. He
acted like a zealot. His aim — no
less than destroying the Presi-
dent. The chosen theme was
character assassination. He
found a willing tool — Monica
Lewinsky, a White House in-
tern, with whom Lhe President
was involved in some indiscre-
tions.

This was a time to involve
the media. For the media it be-
came a bi sturiy. The global
media the CNN played a devas-
tating role in order to destroy
the President. The print media
was not lagging far behind. In-
deed atl the height of the attack

Bill Clinton has two more years in office. Unfortunately for him he will never be able to shake off
the stigma of being the second President in US history of facing impeachment trials. Yet every US
President wants to leave his stamp on history. This is more so since his will be the last presidency
of the twentieth century.

by the media against President
{‘i’lntnn former German Chan-
cellor Helmut Kohl exclaimed
he lelt like "throwing up" every
time he read about these scan-
dals.

The matter then came before
the House of Representatives.
The behaviour of the House was
an example of indiscretion and
irresponsibility thal defies de-
scription. The House with its
Republican majority decided to
exhibit all the lurid details of

US President Bill Clinlon's sex

escapades to the whole world
through the Internet.

Theri came the time for vote.
Impeachment articles were
drawn up. President Bill Clin-
ton was impeached on 1wo
counts. The Republican major-
ity gleefully voted to impeach
the President.

The findings of the House of
Representatives were forwarded
to the Senate for final disposal
of the case against President
Clinton. It is here that the mat-
ter started unravelling., There
were attempts to find a negoti-
ated settlement between the
Democrats and the Republi-
cans, Alter much haggling the
stage was set for a vole on the
two counts of impeachment.

On the first charge of lyin
under oath regarding his sexu
escapades with Monica Lewin-
sky the Senate turned down the
accusations with a vote of 55 in
favour of Bill Clinton and 45
against. In other words 10 Re-
publicans cressed floor to sup

port Bill Clinton,

On the second charge of ob-
struction of justice the Senate
was evenly divided. On this
Chief Justice Rehnquist an-
nounced that President Bill
Clinton had been found ‘not
guilty'.

As the year-long drama un-
folded what was the role of
President Clinton? The savage
nature of the blows left the

President reeling. Indeed he

went repeatedly before the
American public to offer his re-
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grets. He went to the extent of
expressing sorrow to Monica
Lewinsky for the pain he may
have caused her.

He urged the members of the
Congress to get on with the
business at hand for which the
voters had chosen them. He ex-
horted his countrymen to de-
vote their energies to fruitful
pursuits. He succeeded to keep
the ship of state in good order
and the US economy continued
lo show excellent. signs of
health.

During this year long drama
Hillary Clinton, the First Lady
behaved in an exemplary fash-
ion. She opened her mouth
rarely and that only to state

|
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Kosovo burns

Sir. As humanitarians and
as Muslims, we are outraged by
Eﬂ another attempt of genocide

y the Serbian government on
the Albanian people in Kosova.
The Serbian president Slobo-
dan Milesevic, along with his
government, has continued the
aggression towards Albanians
in Kosova.

The atrocities are severe.
With no means of defence. the
Albanians are killed and tor-
tured. They are taken from
their homes only to be jailed
without evidence of wrongdoing
and held without sentencing.
The Serbian government has

dismissed over eighty percent of

the 145,000 Albanians in the
work force. This included all
Albanian doctors. leaving Ser-
bians free to conduct unimag-
inable crimes on Albanian pa-
tients. They have also closed
courts, expelling Albanian
judges of high stature.

This continues 1o cause un-
fair trials in which ession
dgainst Albanians have
avoided the trial process, no
trials in defence of Albanian
victims whatsoever, and no ev-
idence against claimed acts of
Albanian terrorism besides the
torture-provoked confessions.
The media in the Albanian lan-
guage have been shut down.
Students have been poisoned,
beaten and arrested, Schools in
all educational levels have been
suspended.

The Serbs have deployed
hundreds of thousands of police
and army units in Kosova only
to perform heinous crimes, Vil-
lages have been destroyed and
tens of thousands of Albanian
homes have been burned and
burglarized or given to other
Serbs. Harvests have been de-
stroyed and livestock killed.
Families have been tortured
and murdered, showing no
mercy even to the wornen, chil-
dren and elderly of Kosova.
This has sent over 350,000
Kosovars fleeing for their lives.
are dispersed
throughout forests, untains and
into neighboring countries as
refugees, and can only hope of
returning home,

Some concerned Muslims in
USA

CEC and grey

areas

8ir, I have been following in
the newspapers the campaign
against CEC's transparency,
and arguments for an against,
le the politicians and the rest
of the citizens. I tried to draft a
system diagram of flow chart of
the whole voting process, There
are certain lpcints which are not
being clearly brought up in the
press for the information and
clarification of the readers,
who are not actively interested
in politics. The pariies involved
cannot be the judges: they only
promotie their' own versions of
their arguments.

On time scale, there are three
distinct areas of operation: be-
fore the voting, during the vot-
ing, and after the voting. The
Election Commission has cer-
tain procedures to ensure

lransparency in all the three-

areas. Assuming that the CEC
had taken all reasonable steps
to ensure fair voting; still there
are other groups who can and do
influence these three areas in
certain ways, which may be
called the grey areas.

Despite all the check-and-
balance operation procedures.
certain irregularities and mal-
practices are attempted, and
some of these are successful to a

-certain .extent, not only in

Bangladesh, but in other coun-
tries also differing in kind or
degree. Question: The present
agitation involves core issues,
or are confined to marginal is-
sues? This point has to be
clearly brought out before cam-

paigning tor the removal of the
CEC. What the new CEC can and
would do with a corrupted or
imperlect system? What is the
first priority: improve the sys-
tem, or replace the CEC?

Such manipulations by al-
leged vested grnuﬁs (the politi-
cal parties with their workers,
and the vast and intricate bu-
reaucratic network, and covert
manipulations inside the Elec-
tion office/s] are indirect and
subtle, as direct and open meth-
ods would be noticeable and de-
tected. Is it possible to for the
EC to control all the permulta-
tions and combinations, leav-
g a marginal percentage of ac-
ceplable irregularity?

The second gquestion is how
far the EC could be blamed for
operations outside its control
and jurisdiction (the direct and
indirect aspects also corme in)?
Are the latter operations
clearly delined for lixation of
responsibility? If it is so, then
what are the points at dispute
for the removal of the CEC?

The %ﬂvernment machinery
cannolt be isclated during an
eleclion. As a voter has the
freedom to vote or not to vole: is
il easy to esiablish whether he
had been coerced or bribed to
vole or not to vote; or his ballot
paper had been faked or tam-
pered with at some stape?

Two other grey areas the
Fen uineness of the ultimate bal-
Ol paper, and later, the count-
ing process (all the papers
countted are genuine?). There
may be loopholes in the trans-
portation process before, dur-
ing, and aiter voting.

Thus there are many vari-
ables and permutations and
combinations. Even after the
introduction of the neutral
caretaker government durin
the general election period. 10
per cent of the politicians are
not satisfied in stray or random
cases, which have come to the
notice of the public.

Two principles are at stake:
the credibility of the operators,
and the fool-proof system of (he
mechanism. I am unable to go
into details as | am not an ex-
pert in this line.

Abul M Ahmad
Dhaka

Experience of
Hartal

Sir, This is [|1.13t to inform
the readers how [ feel about har-
tal in Bangladesh. 1[I visited
Bangladesh last year and wit-
nessed many hartals and dis-
ruption to the normal activity,

Many people expressed dis-
satisfaction to the hartal espe-
cially the low earning subijects.
Many, | personally witnessed,
suffered a lot because they could
not work during the hartal pe-
riod. They had very difficult
time in  maintaining their
family when there was hartal.
They even started to beg for food
and money.

The well-off citizens of
Bangladesh and the foreigners
also suffered significantly. I
also experienced very difficulty
bringing my relative to the Syl-
het Osmani International Air-
port for a flight at 10.10 am due
to the h being scheduled on
the flight dat.i. [ negotiated with
a driver on the previous day and
prepared to pay him three time
the normal fare. Unfortunately,
he did not turn up on times and
caused lot of inconvenience,

Dr A Rob
United Kingdom

Extortion at SNP

Sir, Extortion at Shalna
National Park in Gazipur has
increased alarmingly. It was
unveiled some days ago when
some students and teachers of
Accounting Department of
Dhaka University were at-
tacked by some local extortion-

ists. They were then floreed<to
leave the place.

The racketeers demanded
Tk. 1000 for per bus to enter
into the Park, Some students
protested and they were as-
saulted — even teachers weren't
spared. The gangsters also
damaged a bus and broke
glasses ol some buses. The
pdanic-stricken female students
were screaming in fear. There
were 110 police to control the
situation. The hooligans were
well-equipped with arms.

Such incidents threaten the
tourism industry and vilify na-
tional image and also expose
stark ineptitude and delin-
quency of law enforcing agen-
cles.

Md Abdur Rahim
Journalism Dept.
Dhaka University

Can anybody
reply?

Sir, The DS on 25th January
reported that the Prime
Minister responding to opposi-
tions demand of withdrawing
false’ cases said "the present
govt did not arrest any body on
political motives, it OTuy ar-
rested terrorists...... not a single
political worker" "as head of

- Bovt | cannot release them, law

will take its own course as the
judiciary is totally indepen-
dent.”

The DS on 26th January un-
der the caption "PM asks Home
Mimster to lovk into pre-'96
false cases' agamnst AL inen’ re-
ported "Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday Instructed the
home minister to look into the
tases filed against Awami
League workers during the "pro-
democracy movement" prior to
the June 1996 general elections.
Mentionably, the major opposi-
tion party BNP has long been
demanding withdrawal of “false
cases’ against party workers,
lodged during the tenure of the
present government"”,

If both the news are true can
anybody please reply why 6
lives were lost duri I‘};r: 3 days
of hartal? PM could also in-

- slruct the Home Minister to

look inte any "false”" cases dur-
ing her regime thereby fulfill-
ing one of the 'demands of the
opposition.

Qazi S Huqg
Magh Bazar, Dhaka.

The VCs

Sir, It is a matter of great
concern that the academic at-
mosphere of most of the public
universities is being spoilt by
immeoral activities. The so-
called free-mixing culture is, in
fact. contaminating the envi-
ronment of our educational in-
stitutions. The concentration of
the students on their study is
being distracted by some other
moral ills.

The recent happening in the
JU is a clear indication of the
moral degradation prevailin
in the academic atmosphere o
the universities. In fact, evil
goes on and on when it is not
checked strictly. And the JU in-

cident {s enough to stir our

sense of responsibility to keep
the moral health of the educa-
tional institutions intact.

In this respect, | would like
to request the VCs to maintain
an eagle's eye over the moral
health universities.

M Mahmudul Hasan
266, Elephant Road
Dhaka-1205.

Not guilty

Sir, Why was the spoken
word alone taken as direct evi-
dence against Bill Clinton when
il Is only a partial expression of
ones mind? There should have
been psychological experts to
interpret the body language of
the witnesses and point out
when something was being con-
cealed or distorted by the wit-
nesses. Abundant proof would

have emerged in this way to ¢

prove Clinton %uilty without a
reasonable doubt.

U. Atasi

GPO Box 109, Lahore Pakistan
54000

The Horizon This Week

Arshad-uz Zaman
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how much she admired her
husband. She never left his side
and often took their daughter
Chelsea along. She never al-
lowed for a moment any
shadow come over an hon-
ourable first family.

The American people have
administered a lesson in
democracy to their chosen lead-
ers, which they should do well
to learn by heart. Through the
media a great build up was ac-
complished that the November
‘1998 Congressional elections

would see the demise of Bill
Clinton and his Democrats. The
Republican adversaries of Clin-
ton watched in amazement that
the Democrats had emerged vic-
torious, Thal must be consid-
ered the beginning of the end of
the vast plot against Bill Clin-
ton. For it must never be forgot-
ten that leaving all the seman-
tics on fine legalities aside the
US Prestdent is truly the repre-
sentative of his people and
stays in office so long he enjoys
their confidence. The November
1998 Congressional elections
thus became a veritable refer-
endum in favour of Bill Clin-
ton,

As the curtain fell on the

drama Bill Clinton very rightly
has gone before his people and
expressed his sorrow for the
trauma his affair with Monica
Lewinsky has caused. And like
a statesman he has called for
reconciliation.

Bill Clinton has two more
years in office. Unfortunately
for him he will never be able to
shake off the stigma of being
the second President in US his-
tory of facing impeachment tri-
als. Yet every US President
wants to leave his stamp on his-
tory. This is more so since his

ill be the last presidency of the
twentieth century.

President of the US William
Jefferson Clinton will be leav-
ing the US in robust health. In-
ternally the country is at peace
with itself with a bnumlnﬁ
economy, The US power worl
wide is unmatched. There is not

. a rival in sight on earth and the

moon and the stars.

I should venture to suggest
that the proper field for devot-
ing his energies would be the
Middle East. President Clinton
has already pgiven much time
and attention in trying to move
the peace process forward. In-
deed great progress has been
registered. The Oslo Peace Ac-
cord nearly five years ago had

set the stage for a settlement of
the long standing Palestinian
Problem.

Il is well-known that any
settlement of the Middle East
problem must start with the
solving of the Palestinifh prob-

lem. Since the signing of the
Oslo accord much progress was
registered until the arrival of
Benjamin Netanyahu as Prime
Minister of Israel nearly three
years ago.

Singlehandedly. he nearly
succeeded in derailing the peace
process. When President Bill
Clinton was deeply embroiled
in his impeachment trial. in
order to give the peace process a
big thrust he convened a meet-
ing of Palestine Chairman
Yasser Arafat and Israeli Pre-
mier Benjamin Netanyahu at
the Wye river near Washington
DC and got an accord signed.

President Clinten will have
to devote all his energies so that
peace process is not derailed.
That the parties are interested
in resuming the peace process is
evident from the fact that Pres-
ident Hafez al-Assad of Syria
has talked to President Cliniton
during their recent meeting in
Ammean in connection with the
funeral of King Hussein. Presi-
dent Clinton will have to deal
with Jerusalem as well, the
holy city for three large
monotheistic faiths — [slam.
Judaism and Christianity.

Should Bill Clinton succeed
in wrapping up the Middle East
Peace Process, he will leave his
name in history as the Presi-
dent of the only superpower,
who remained undettered by
personal afflictions but moved
the world one step nearer peace.

A flinal footnote. I have
written on the question of Pres-
ident Bill Clintons trials and
tribulations for long. I have al-
ways maintained that he was
the victim of a vast plot that
could not succeed because he
had the unstinted support of his

ople. | take satisfaction at the
act ] stand vindicated.

: ~ ]
OPINION

There is No Politics in Bangladesh!

Who says there is a lot of
frenzied political activity in
Bangladesh? Nothing of the
kind. What is seen is not poli-
tics, but the bitter fight-lo-
death of the two major political
parties: or vendeita hy two pub-
licly sworn enemies; based on
clash of personalities or the
virus ol charismatic leader-
ship. past or present (Q for the
sociologists: why we seem 1o
prefer dynastic rule?).

Each party is out to annihi-
late and completely wipe out the
other by hﬂﬂE or by crook — the
code of politics be hanged!
lronically, in love and war,
there is no law and justice, and
the outcome of the battle is the
final judgement, accept it or not
(what can we do about human
Irailty?).

[t is not an original state-
mernt — il means history repeats
itself. and man' clones himself
in _the future generations; it
does not matlter it is the genetic
code working., or the code of
conduct not working, or made
unworkable,

This elimination mania is
not going to pay dividends, be-
cause it is impossible to wipe
oul one party cﬂmpletelg. e
size and the shine may be de-
preciated, on the basis of the
cursive theme in history on the
rise and fall of civilisations,
nations. and political parties.
The people are one solid block!

Whal are the theoretical op-
tions available. belore the

Alif Zabr

raclical ~chances are calcu-
ated’? a) Live i let live
(political and human toler-
ance); and, b] both fade out
fighting fatally. and yield place
to a new or third force which
will fill in the partial vacuum
thus created.

Call it revolution or evolu-
tion. but change cannol be
stlopped by any means, sooner
or later, We wish to change
some theories, or rule our poor
country in a humble way? Can
we praclice what we profess?
And do we all believe what we
practise? In this delta region,
our beliefs are tidal in nature.

The longer the tm—t:hanEe
period. the greater are the
teething troubles and instahil-

ity subsequently. Watch Jordan,

Malaysia, and note what
happened 1o Seekarno and
Suharto in Indonesia, Hitler in
Germany. and the never — end-
ing regimes in
states). There may be a shake-
up in the monarchy styles in
the Middle East. The stronger
and older the communist
regimes, the surer and more
sudden were the final fall. Capi-
lalism needs the third of [E’E
coin: money is round and made
to roll.

Bangladesh is going to wit-
ness the end of the charismatic
politics, because the petrol tank
is almost empty, and the jour-
ney is long. The ‘affair' cannot
last Jurever, There has to be a

the African”

change of style, and the time
appears to have come, although
the modality of the change
might be unpredictable.

The greater the hold, the
weaker becomes the grasp. The
greater the rise, the greater is
the fall. So the political (super)
leaders in Bangladesh are not
being original in any way. It is
all variations of a theme.

The problem with the people
is that this sort of in-fighting at
the top level create fall ouls on
the energyless (not powerless)
people, who have to build up the
leadership cadre, level by level,
all over again. The country's
governance had to be 'entrusted’
to military leaders for 16 years,
leaving the politicians out of
field practice — no muscle-con-
ditioning due to lack of exercise:
followed by rusty adminis-
tration after return to the gaddi
[throne) (the reconditioned cars
have a huge market in Dhakal).

Looks like the people are
going to be given a similar
mandate once again within 30
years of nirvana asceticism
(fakiri of the economic kind,
trying for a different kind of
powerlessness or sunnyota).
Scrap iron has to heated and
reheated to be made pliable for
reshaping — our future destiny.
The politicians' rendezvous
with Des-tiny missed the first
syllable of the potent word.

Who will be the next Pied
Piper of sonar Bangla? Get the
sonar baanshee.
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Nation-maturation Process

[ am using the term "nation”
more as an anthropological and
racial category. than political
and economic — as a word to
designate a specific ethno-cul-
tural group of people, a term
that exactly fits the concept of a
‘Jati” in Bangla. In the media,
now-a-days. a nation rnr:nst]]]_;r
means a nation-state, whic
generally boils down to be an
uneasy combination of one big
and a few smaller nationalities.
The big one speaking for the
whole country, but the smaller
ones secrelly aspiring to be
separate nation-staies
themselves. It has become evi-
dent from recent history that
the bigger. more powerful eth-
nic group wishes, invariably, lo
culiura]ﬂr eliminate, assimi-
late or incorporate the smaller
ones inlo Iis system. And here
lies the whole controversy, the
real ‘apple of discord’, the focal

int of bitterness of our time.

o are the real deserving can-
didates? And who needs to be
recognized as the major, dis-
tinctive ethno-cultural groups?
The prospective UN members in
their own right.

I think. the office of the
United Nations would show
great wisdom if it compiles a
tome with the checkered histor-
ical path traversed by each one
of the 200 or so countries in the
achievement of the respective
nation's recognition as memher
state of this world body.

[f the Bosnians and the
Kosovans can get the whole
world's attention and sympa-
thy, why not the Kashmiris, or
the Basques? What are the cri-
teria to be matched and prereg-
uisites to be fulfilled for a fai:ﬂ}r
large, unique group of people in
order to be recogni racially
as a nation, and given the right
to live freely as a nation-state?
Do they have to pass some eco-
nomic and political tests?
Show some great deeds of val-
our, sacrifice or rectitude as a
¢ United people to qualify for the

trophy of a nationhood? These
are questions the world com-
munity has to answer honestly
sooner or later. I have tried to
touch upon some of them from a
particular viewpoint.

There are some special ad-
vantages for a newly evolving
nationality to remain and grow
as a part of a confederation, or
of a composite union of diverse
nationalities, as it is happening
for the different peoples of the
Indian union. It is apparently a
consensual, paternalistic (or
malernalistic — Bharat Mata?)
system of several brothers re-
maining with their wives and

children in the same ancestral
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home. something like a joint-
lamily (ekanneborti poribar) in
the traditional Indian society.
The most visible and logical
advantage of such a system is
that the cost of living goes down
considerably by staying in the
same premises and using the
same security devices. Common
marketing and distribution

system, identical education, en-
tertainment and health care fa-
cilities, etc., etc., all these col-
lective enterprises reduce the
hassle and the overall cost of
running the whole establish-
ment. The central planning, or-
ganizing, controlling and han-
dling by an authoritardan head
Is temperamentally quite ac-
ceptable to most of the people
inhabiting this sub-continent.

The ancient Vedic culture
traditionally and historically
preconditioned individual
members to accept an authori-
tative system, a ?‘ymhn]ic unity,
be it in a joint-family or in a
Ln_mt national union. It then

ecame a part of the overall
mindset and temperament of a
very large group of people, Po-
litically, their common libera-
tion struggles and survival
stralegies, identical martyrs
and heroes, similar legends of
sufferings and stories of sacri-
fices — all these closenesses
mentally forged them into, and
kept them as one super-large
country and one composite
union of nations.

But if we look at the Arabs,
we see an entirely different pic-
ture. They are fiercely divided.
and yet enthusiastically devel-
oping as small separate units
(Egypt. Jordan, Syria, Iraq,
Oman, Bahrain, Emirates, etct:-ll,
rather than large groups or
clusters. although they have all
the linguistic, religious and cul-
tural prerequisites to form
strong, big union.

The Soviets tried to tie up
many disjointed nationalities
into a large family through the
common teachings of Karl
Marx. But as soon as Marxism
proved flawed, and its prema-
ture application by the leaders
(who actually were radical na-
tionalists cloaked in a Marxist
garb) ended catastrophically,
all the member nations fell
apart to go their own separate
way.

Two disparate portions of
the Indian sub-continent man-
aged to jump out of the Indian
oint-family ship (with the help

[ Jinnah's two-nation for-
mula), to reach shore and sur-
vive separalely, thus proving to

sthe world that the alternative

way of separale existence and
development may be possible.

Yugoslavia recently broke up
into four nations., and
Czechoslovakia into two, after

rogressing as single nations
or several decades. It is a mat-
ter of preference and choice
about how a group of people
wants to develop — in the
warmth of a joint-family, or in
the peace and seclusion of a
self-ruling country.

The two Bengali nations,
through a miracle of history,
chose to develop separately —
one as a composite part of a
joint Indian family, and the
other with the undaunted
proposition of an independent
nation-state. Their fast chang-
ing mentality and the economic

and cultural growth pattern in
the coming decades may be
measured and analysed to make
a definitive conclusion as to
which way a large homogenous
group of people develops and
grows better. Independently? Or
remaining in a commonwealth
of allied ethnic groups.

A similar comparison of the
Bangladeshis can be made with
the Kashmiris, under the above-
mentioned two alternative
courses. Both being large, Mus-
lim concentrations on the sub-
continent, who are showing the
signs of more vibrancy and dy-
namism, better and more origi-
nal national progress? It is evi-
dent that the Bangladeshis are
showing glaringly the added
benefits from being a free na-
tion.

The joint-family system has
undoubtedly some conveniences
and advantages. But what we
need to determine here, is
whether such a collective and
federative sgstem good at the
beginning, before the nation-
maturation process, as it is be-
ing done in India, or is it even
better at the end of a requisite
phase of spontaneous national

rowth, after the full natural

lossoming of the IEmcesscs as
it is happening in the European
continent right now.

And the second, more impor-
tant, question is. doesn't the
joint-family style system, in
essence, nip in the bud, unrec-
ognize or strangulate the indi-
vidual and original creative ca-
pabilities of a good many aspir-
ing ethnic groups and curtail or
deprive them of their potentials
to make own specific contribu-
tions to the future world civili-
sation? Aren't these aspirant

“natlonalities prematurely and

unduly exposed to the risk of be-
ing assimilated or annihilated
by bigger, more powerful,

neighbours? )




