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"Nat’l Poetry
Festival
begins today

By DU Correspondent

The 13th National Poelry
Festival begins in the city to-
day.

Renowned Poet Shamsur
Rahman will inaugurate the
two-day festival on the TSC
road island of the Dhaka Uni-
versity.

The main stage of the festi-
val has been erected at Hakim
Chattar near the University
Central Library. 1

A good number of poets from
home and abroad are expecled
to participate in the festival,
organised by Jaliya Kabita
Parisad.

Meanwhile, on the occasion
of Amar Ekushey, the National
Museum will arrange a hand-
writing compeltition for the
children at 10 am tomorrow,

State Minister for Youth,
Sports and Cultural Affairs,
Obaidul Kader will distribute
prizes among the winners.

India, Pakistan
sign bus

service deal

ISLAMABAD. Feb 17: India
and Pakistan today signed the
formal agreement for launch-
ing New Delhi-Lahore bus ser-
vice thal would be inaugurated
by Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee when he travels on its
mairien -—yun 1o Lahore on
February 20.

Indian High Ceommissioner
lo lﬁlamahacf‘(] Parthasarthy
and Pakistan's Secretary in the
Ministry ol Communications
Dr M AKram Sheikh signed the
agreement,

The 494 kilometre bus ser-
vice, the [irst road transit facil-
ity for the travellers between
the two countries. would oper-
ate four days a week. Buses will
start from both New Delhi and
Lahore on Tuesdays. Wednes-
days. Fridays and Saturdays,
the agreement said, :

The agreement, which had
been negotiated over the last
few months, said the bus service
was being launched after the
governments ol India and Pak-
istan agreed to explore possi-
bility of expansion and promo-
tion of vehicular traffic be-
tween the two countries on the
basis of mutual advantage and
reciprocity,

Vajpayee took the lead to
start the bus service between the
two countries by initiating the
idea during a meeting with his
Pakistani counterpart Nawaz
Sharif in New York in Septem-
ber last year. -
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Pak Military courts

declared illegal

ISLAMABAD, Feb 17: The
Supreme Court declared the
newly established military
courts illegal today, sparing 14
Eeﬁple from a death sentence

anded down by these courts,
reports AF.

"The establishment of mili-
tary courts for the trial of
civilians ... are declared uncon-
stitutional, without lawful au-
I;huritﬁ' and of no legal effect.”
said the judgement of the se!nr
member Supreme Court benth,

The government earlier said
these courts were not meant to
replace the civilian judicial
system, but rather to supple-
ment it,

Attorney General Chaud-
hiry Farooq said the govern-
ment will need time {o study the
Supreme Court ruling,

Pakijstan's constitution does
not allow a Supreme Court rul-
ing to be appealed. However, Fa-
rooq said the government can
ask the Supreme Court jucges to

review their judgment.

"Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif will meet his Cabinet,
colleagues and party members
before making a decision of
whether to apply for a review."
Farooq told The Associated
Press.

The government established
the courts in November in the
violence-wracked Sindh
province to try to reduce a spi-
raling crime rate by imple-
menting quick justice.

Cases before the military
courts generally take less than
two weeks to complete, com-
pared to the months and some-
times years in the civilian ju-
dicial system.

Human rights groups,
lawyers and oppesition parties
have assailed the army-run
courls as unconstitutional.

The Supreme Court order
demanded that all cases cur-
rently before the military
courts be transferred to Pak-

istan's special anti-terrorist
courts.

The Pakistan Army, how-
ever, said the courts will con-
linue to operate until it receives
an order from either the
Supreme Court or the govern-
ment to shut down.

"The military courts are still
in progress ... we are awaiting
orders from the government or
the Supreme Court." said Col
Ashfaq Hussain. an army
spokesman,

The Muttaheda Qami Move-
ment, a small ethnic party that
dominates in southern Sindh
province. accused the govern-
ment of using these courts fo
target its party workers.

It was the MQM, which rep-
resents Urdu-speaking Musliims
to Pakistan, who challenged the
legality of the courts.

"It is good news,” Ehsanullah
Khan, an MQM legislator in the
Sindh provincial Parliament,

See Page 12 Col 4

Opposition decides

to call 72-hr
hartal Feb 23-25

By Staff Correspondent

The BNP-led upé:msiliun al-
liance has to decided to call a 72
hour countrywide non-stop
hartal during the February 23-
25 municipal polls. The a%enda
for the strike is to press home
the opposition's 4-point de-
mand, which includes the res-
ignation of the Chief Election
Commissioner.

“This will be the last hartal
to realise the 4-point demand. If
the government fails to meet
the demands prior to the shut-
downs, the opposition parties
will obviously launch one-
point oust-government move-
ment immediately after the
municipal polls.,” said a mem-
ber of t]:]?lff liaison cornmittee.

The liaison committee also
decided that secretary-generals
of BNP. Jatiya Party, Jamaat-e-
[slami and Islamic Qikya Jote
would announce the hartal
through separate press confer-
ences in their respective party
offices at 5 pm today.

“Though we didn't sit today,
we discussed our plan by tele-
Ehune and finalised the 72-

our strike beginning February
23. We have also prepared a

joint declaration and statement

of which will be read out tomor-
row by the secretary-generals of
the four parties at their respec-
tive press conferences tomor-
row,” said Kazi Firoz Rashid, JP
presidium member and a party
representative on the liaison
committee,

He said the duration of the
planned 72-hour hartal may be
extended if the ruling party like
in the previous hartals "tried to
obstruct” the opposition pro-
grammes and "resorted to ter-
rorist activities".

The four parties had earlier
platined to enforee a 96-hour
hartal to press home their 4-
poinl demand. which includes
the cancellation of municipul
polls to be held under the cur-

see Page 12 Col 3

Another round of taka
devaluation soon?

By M Shamsur Rahman

The US dollar witnessed an
unusual demand in the local
foreign exchange market yes-
terday when the local inter-
bank market saw the greenback
sell at Tk 0.11 higher than the
central bank rate.

Local banks were busy yes-
terday readjusting dollar prices
al higher rates. Market ana-
lysts are saying that another
round of devaluation is immi-
nent due to severe pressure on
the foreign exchange reserve.

The loreign exchange re-
serves stood al USS 1.9 billion
in December last year but came
down to USS 1,7 billion last
month. "The reserve is expected

Bangladeshis can
visit HK without
visa for 2 weeks

Bangladesh nationals can
enter Hong Kong without visa
for 14-day visit purpose. reports
UNB.

But visa will be required in
case of longer stlay.

A Fareign Ministry press re-
lease yesterday said, visa may
be obtained from the Chinese
Diplomatic and Consular Mis-
sion or from Hong Kong Immi-
gration Department either di-
rectly or through a local spon-
S0TI.

lo witness further erosion in
the coming days,” a local mar-
kel analyst said,

Analysts are attributing the
high demand for the dollar to
sluggish exports and a drop in
inward remittances. “The de-
mand is expected to boost lur-
ther in the coming weeks due 1o
higher import payments,” said
one analyst.

Market experts are now
saying that the Bangladesh
Bank should pump dollar into
the market through Sonali
Bank to meet the dollar crisis
as the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) does in such cases.

"“There are increased pay-
ments for grain imports,
mostly from India. causing the
dollar crunch,” said Ershad
Hossain, head of treasury at
American Express Bank in
Dhaka.

"Forward purchase by im-
porter to hedge aﬁalnst import
payment is also a factor causing
the sudden demand,” he said.

Another forex market expert
satd frequent hartals were also
causing the dollar crisis. The
foreign currencies are con-
verted into taka belore utilisa-
tion in Bangladesh and it re-
quires some time for the con-_
version. Hartals halted work in
banks, leading to delay in con-
version.

On the interbank market.

See Page 12 Col 2

Khaleda asks
govt to quit
right now'

Khaleda Zia has asked the
government to hand over power
to a caretaker administration
right now for holding Parlia-
ment election due to its "fail-
ure” ta protect the lives of polit-
ical leaders, reports UNB,

"When the government has
failed ensure security of life of
political leaders and workers.
when law and order has broken
down. terrorisin, repression
become order of the day, peo-
ple’'s rights and country's
sovereignty are at stake, the
government has no right to
cling to power any more," said
the opposition leader, citing
Tuesday's political killings.

Addressing a funection at 29
Minto Road yesterday evening,
marking the joining of some
leaders of Jatiya Party to BNP.
Khaleda demanded formation
of a judicial inguiry committee
with a sitting judge of the High
Court to probe the'killing of
JSD leader Kazi Arel Ahmed
and five others lor exemplary
punishment ol those involved
i the killings,

Several hundred JP workers
and supporters from Munshi-
ganj district. led by Abdul Qud-
dus Dhiron and Abdus Salam
Sarker. shifted their allegiance

See Page 12 Col 5

Larma gets
status of
state minister

Chairman-designate of the
Chittagong Hill Tracts Regional
Council Jyotirindriva Bod-
hipriva Larma alias Shantu
Larma has been elevated to the
status ol State Minister. reports
LINB.

The povernment announce-
ment cante yesterday,

The order will come into ef-
fect the day Larma takes office
as chairman of the Regional
Council formed as per the CHT
peace accord.

Injured Feni JCD

worker dies in
city hospital

FENI, Feb 17: Rezaul Karim
Tuhin, who was beaten up dur-
ing the opposition sponsored
hartal on February 10. suc-
cumbed to his injuries at
Shamorita Hospital in Dhaka
early today, reports UNB.

Police and witnesses said, a
qup of anti-hartal activists
orcibly picked up Tuhin, 18, an
activist of JCD, g‘nm in front of
BNP office at Pachgachia road
and beat him up mercilessly.

The victim was sent to the
capital on the same night in a
critical condition for treat-
mernit. He breathed his last at 5

| am in the hospital today.
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From Our Correspondent

KUSHTIA., Febh 17: The
killing of five JSD leaders at
Kushtia yesterday by gunmen
has raised many questions in
the minds of the people here.

One big question is; Why
didn’t the JSD leaders seek po-
lice help for the meeting where
the killing tock place?

The party leaders here said
they sought deployment of po-
lice at the meeting venue but
that there was nobody around,

Then, why was Kazi Aref
Ahmed interested in holding
public meetings?

Yesterday was the second
consecutive day that Lhe late
leader addressed a rally in
Kushtia.

Sources said Kazi Aref came
to attend the 8th death anniver-
sary of valiamt [reedom fighter
and former upazila chairman
Marfat Ali on February 17

While campaigning for par-
linment election on this day in
1991, Martat Ali was ki]lf!dyhy
his rival activists in what was
widely believed 10 be an intra-
party conflict.

Since the Killing, the party
has been divided in two or sev-
eral splinter groups, according

See Page 12 Col 7

Condition of 3
critical, 2
arrested

From Our Correspondent
KUSHTIA, Feb 17: Post-
mortem examinations of all the
five bodies of JSD leaders were
performed in Kushtia General
Hospital this merning,

After autopsy, the body of
Kazi Areif, a lop leader of the
Jatiyva Samajtantrik Dal (JSD)
was flown to Dhaka.

Kazi Arelf and four other
leaders of the party were killed
when gunmen sprayed bullets
on the podium of a public
meeting at the Kalidaspur Pri-
mary School ground under
Daulatpur thana vesterday afl-
ternoor.

A pall of gloom hung over
the town as people thronged the
Kushtia General Hospital to pay
last tributes to the slain leaders.

Namaj-e-janaza for the re-
maining four was held at cen-
tral Eidgah Maidan and the
bodies were sent to their respec-
tive villages for burial.

The body of Advocate Yukuk
Ali. general secretary of JSD
district unit, was taken to Kush-
tia Bar Association office
premises where the lawyers
showed their last respects to
thelr colleague.

Local leaders of all political
Earlies have condemned the

illing and demanded punish-
ment to those responsible.

The injured are now under-
going trealment at Kushtia Gen-
eral Hospital and Doulatpur

See Page 12 Col 4
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Thousands mourn,
pay last respects

Thousands of mourners
thronged Central Shaheed Mi-
nar to pay last respect to*lead-
ing freedom [ighter and Jativa
Samajtantrik Dal leader Kazi
Arel Ahmed as his body lay in
stale at the memorial in the late
alternoon of the spring, reports
UNB.

From schoolboys and girls
o Prime Minister, cabinet
members, leaders of opposition
political parties, socio-cultural
organisations, student and
professional bodies and many
reedom fighters were among
the motley crowd to have a last
glimpse of the slain leader.

In a long queue they pro-
ceeded in slow steps. offered
petals and wreaths to their un-
compromising leader and stood
irr solemn silence in front of the
body draped in red-green Na-
tional Flag and party and black
Nags.

Later in a silent foot proces-
sion. slain Arel's party com-
racdes carried the body to Cen-
tral Eidgah where his namaj-e-
Janaza was held. His body was
kKept in BIRDEM Hospital mor-
tuary for burial at Mirpur Free-
dom Fighters Graveyard on
Friday.

His body was tlown in here
by a Bangladesh Airforce heli-
copter from his home district
Kushtia where he, along with
four party colleagues, was
gunned down at a rally at Kali-
daspur School in Doulatpur
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Western Region Integrated Project

Ministry examines pros & cons
while Unocal prepares schemes

The Energy Ministry is de-
laying signing of the
“controversial® Western Region
Integrated Project (WRIP) wilh
US ecil company Unocal in a bid
to scrutinise the pros and cons
of the scheme with the techni-
cal help of USTDA., sources
said.

The Cabinel has been push-
ing WRIP against all odds, Ex-
perts and officials of
Petrobangla, Energy Ministry
and even of the World Bank
have been critical about the
benefits of the project. Recently,
a US government Energy dele-
gation also expressed its view
that the government must en-
sure Bangladesh’s national in-
terest before signing the WRIP.

The US delegation felt that
Bangladesh did not have the ex-
pertise 1o look in to the pros

By Sharier Khan

and cons ol a complex and un-
usual deal like WRIP,

But in Decemmber, the Cabinet
had officially asked the Energy
Ministry to finalise WRIP
agreements by Febru 15 with
Unocal on priority basis.

Unocal has. in the mean-
time, instituted vital prepara-
tions to implement various
WRIP components. Sources said
that it has already shortlisted a
number of gas pipcline compa-
nies for pipeline construction
in Bhola-Barisal region. Be-
sides it has nearly finalised its
negotiations with the Power
Development Board regarding
its power plant schemes,

The agreements for the 700
million US dollar WRIP in-
cluded signing of a Production
Sharing Contract [(PSC) for
Shahbazpur Gasfield. a Gas

Purchase Sales Agreement
(GPSA), Power Purchase
Agreement (PPA), a pipeline
contract and a pipeline tariff
conlract.

The Cabinet, which was ap-
&'arﬂntl}; satisfied with the

RIP proposals, has directed
the Ministry to appoint a con-
sultant to look in to the WRIP
components and to supervise a
tender bidding in which the
governmment would ask bidders
to match Unocal's proposals.
Besides, Petrobangla experts
are to be consulted whenever
necessary.

Under USTDA assistance,
the energy ministry floated a
tender to appoint a consultant
for WRIP. Sources said that the
Ministry has selecied some
consultant companies and re-

See Page 12 Col 3

Barricade protesting
road accident

By Staff Correspondent

An aged man was crushed
under the wheels of a running
truck just 150 yards away from
his home at Abdullahpur cross-
ing on Dhaka-Mymensingh
highway yesterday morning.

Relatives and neighbours of
the viclim, Zamir Ali, 72, im-
medialely rushed to the spot at
southern end of the Tongi
Bridge and put up a barricade on
the highway for around one
hour. The barricade created a
traffic jam on the highway
causing sulferings to the pas-
sengers on way to the northern
districts from the capital.

Witnesses said the truck
coming from Dhaka hit Zamir
Ali first as he tried to cross thie
road from western side of the
highway. Ali fell on the road
and the truck ran over him.

His relatives alleged that
although they had got hold of
the truck and its driver, the on-
duty traffic policeman allowed

the truck to proceed towards
Tcm%i.

They also alleged that they
had requested a police sergeant
who was moving around the
area by a motor cycle to follow
the truck but he did not.

The angry mob laid siege to a
makeshift police camp just on
the other side of the road. The
mob held the traffic police
hostage for around an hour.
Additional police force from
the nearby Uttara Thana
rushed to the spot and rescued
the constable.

The body of the Zamir Ali,
son of late Makbar Ali. was
first kept at a nearby office of a
political party. A tense situa-
tion was prevailing in the area.

When asked about the allega-
lion of saving the driver by on
duty traffic policeman, a
sergeant who was monitoring
the situation. said that he was

See Page 12 Col 1

thana Tuesday afternoon.

Aref's political and personal
iriend,-Abdur Razzak, the Water
Resources Minister, JSD gen-
eral secretary Hasanul Haq Inu,
party leader Mainuddin Khan
Badal and wife of the deceased
Rawshan Jahan Sathi accom-
pariied the body from Kushtia.

Razzak, Inu and Badal went
to Kushtia in the morning by
the copter to bring the body
while Sathi. also a leader of the
once-militant party, rushed
Irom Jessore where she was on
a political tour. immediately
after the carnage.

A heart-rending scene was
created at the helipad as Aref's
beloved daughter Juli, son Arup
and brother Kazi Masud Ahmed
and others present there broke
into tears when the coffin was

See Page 12 Col 1

16 PAGES PLUS RISING STARS : PRICE TAKA 5.00

Contempt petition
Court to pass
'later’ its
order on PM's

statement

By SC Correspondent

The Appellate Division of
the Supreme Court yesterday
decided to pass later its order on
the signed statement of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina on the
Enntempt petition filed against

Er.

“The order is reserved, it will
be passed later,” the court said.

Attorney General Mahmudul
Islam yesterday submitted the
PM's signed statement in the
Appellate Division,

On February 3. 1999 the Ap-
pellate Division wanted to have
the statement on the marked
Fnrtinn of the news items pub-
Ished in the Daily Sangram
and Dainik Dinkal regarding
granting of bails by the HC.

"Thank you Mr President of
the Bar for performing a public
duty and thank you Mr Attor-
ney General for complying with

See Page 12 Col 2

Debate on law
and order

demanded

By Staff Correspondent
The Opposition in parlia-
ment Jesterday demanded a

géneral debate on law and order
in the country before further de-

| terioration of the situation.

"The brutal killing of Kazi
Aref Ahmed and his party col-
leagues in broad daylight
clearly indicates the level of
deterioration of law and order.
It's time to make united efforts
to combat political violence,”
said Chief Whip of the Opposi-
tion Khandaker Delwar Hos-
sain,

Expressing dissatisfaction
over the government's indiffer-
ernce towards the opposition re-
quest for a general discussion
on law and order, Delwar said:;
"We really need to have a
threadbare discussion on the
law and order, so that we can
work out strategies to contain
the situation unitedly. In case
ol our failure, people would not
forgive us.”

In response, Water Resources
Minister Abdur Razzak took the
floor to express solidarity with
the views of the opposition
Chief Whip. "You have come up
with a genuine issue. We have to

See Page 12 Col 4

"Killing does not
reflect law &
order situation’

Home Minister Major (retd)
Rafiqul .Islam has said the
killing of Kazi Aref Ahmed did
not manifest that the country's
overall law and order situation
was in bad shape, reports UNB.

"Some scaltered areas of
Kushtia have been violence-
prone for last 40 to 50 years," he
told a questioner when asked if
he felt insecure as a politician
alter the gruesome murders,

The minister went to the
Abhoy Das Lane residence in
Tikatuly of the capital yester-
day to console the octogenarian
mother of Kazi Aref and other
family members.

Amidst an allegation that
Kazl Aref had sought security
but was not given. Rafiq said
everything would be investi-
gated to find out if there was
any negligence on the part of

See Page 12 Col 7
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3) NOTICE

This is for information of valued plot allot-

ment recipients of the

areas under Rajdhani

Unnayan Katripakkha particularly of the areas
of Uttara, Gulshan, Banani and Baridhara that
at the time of construction of building plot
_allotment recipients have built and many of
them are building the ramp for entering into
the buildings from the road in front of the plot
in such a way that it is outside the plot allotted
and it is beyond the layout design approved
for building. To reduce the width of roads and
cause inconvenience for movement of vehicles
and people by construction of such ramp is
totally contrary to the rules for construction of

buildings and illegal.

Under these circumstances, the valued plot
allotment recipients are asked to remove the
ramp constructed earlier or now under con-
struction by dismantling at their own initia-
tives immediately (within one month).
Otherwise legal action including cancellation
of approved design of the building as per

Building Construction

Law (1987 amended)

will be taken by accusing them of violating the
terms and conditions of lease agreement.
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