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Ershad firm on
removing AL
govt thru'

mass movement

GOLAPGANJ (Sylhet), Feb
16: Jatiya Party chief and for-
mer President Hussain Muha-
mmad Ershad has reiterated
his call for the removal of what
he termed as 'incompetent and
inept government' through a
strong mass movement, reports
APB.

"We will shed the last drop of
our blood, if need be, to estab-
lish the rights of the common-
man,"” he said while addressin
a rally at the local high schoo
ground.

He said those who are out to
smear the Islamic values and
undermine the country's sove-
reignty, have no right to stay in
power.

Presided over by Osman

arun Chowdhury, chairman
of the Golapgan] upazila unit of
the Jatiya Party, the meeting
was addressed, among others,
by former prime minister Kazi
Zafar Ahmed, joint secretary
general of Jativa Party Ismail
Hossain Bengal, political advi-
sor to the party chief Barrister
A Hasib and organising secre-
E};}r Nasiruddin Chowdhury,

Later in the afternoon, the
JP chief also addressed another
public meeting at the Zakiganj
upazila sadar.

At the Zakiganj public meet-
ing, Ershad accused the rulin
party of belittling the image cﬁ
the luminous son of the sniﬁ the
late Commander-in-Chief of
War of Independence, General M
A G Osmany,

He regretted that the birth
and death anniversaries of the
valiant freedom fighter were no
longer observed with due hon-
our.

"I had committed a mistake
by extending my party's support
to this government; had Awami
League not got the support of
Jatiya Party. it could never
have formed the government,”
Ershad observed.

°l have committed a mistake
by extending support to an op-
pressive governiment,” he re-
gretied,

Meet on martyrdom
‘of Dr Shamsuzzoha
tomorrow

The 30th anniversary of
martyrdom of pioneering figure
of 1969 mass upsurge Dr Sham-
suzzoha will be commemorated
tomorrow al b pm at the Plan-
ning and Development Acade-
my auditorium at Nilkhet, re-
ports BSS.
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Reception to
Dr Garst

Renowned American ortho-
pedic surgeon Dr Ronald J Garst
will be accorded a civic recep-
Lion at the Shahid Suhrawardy
Eqs ital p{emises in the city on

riday, at 4:30 pm, repor
LINB. y ¥ R

Health and Family Welfare
Minister Salah Udd.'i"n Yusuf
will be present as chief guest
while Political Advisor 1o the
Prime Minister Dr SA Malek
will be special guest at the fune-
tonr, said an official handout.

Later. Dr Garst will inaugu-
rate a new casualty ward at the
hospital.

Dr Garst first came to
Bangladesh after the Liberation
War to treat the wounded f{ree-
dom fighters. During his stay
here, he established an ortho-
pedics hospital, which is now
known as Pangu Hospital.

BRDB to repair
69 deep tubewells

FARIDPUR, Feb 16: Bangla-
desh Rural Development Board
(BRDB) has taken up an ela-
borate plan to increase irri-

ation facilities. in greater

aridpur district by repairing
69 deep tubewells in 1998-99
and 1999-2000 financial years,
reports BSS.

According to an official
source, the tubewells would be
repaired at an estimated cost of
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Dr David Manz, the developer of the 'Canada Watér Puri

newsmen in the city yesterday. Bill

Purification Ltd, Dr Kazi Faruque Ahmed, Chairman of Proshika,

Canadian High Commissioner, are also seen in the picture.
¥
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_ _ fier', displaying the filter to
Richards, chairman of Canadian International Water

and Nicholas Etheridge,
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Low-cost water puﬁﬁeré
launched in city

By Special Correspondent

A Canadian company and
Proshika, a local NGO, has
lauinched a(:l‘ﬂiht—ve-uture Pro-
ject to produce and market
2U.000 low-cost water puriliers
lor domestic use in rural and
urban areas to help pepple ac-
cess o sale drinking water,

Designed 1o reduce depen-
dericy on tubewell water, a ma-
Jor source of arsenic contami-
nation in Bangladesh, the sim-
ple plastic container-based fi]-
ter using 150-year-old technol-
ogy has been devised by a
Canadian scientisl with assis-
tance Irom Canadian Interna-

tional Development Agency
][CIDA] providing 100.000 dol-
ars.

The purifier is expected to be
sold at a price between Tk 600
and Tk 1.000 per unit under the
brand name of ‘Canadian Water
Purifier', Chairman of the
Canadian International Waler
Purification Lid, told a press
conference in the city yester-
day, '

The company plans te Ppro-
duce one million units from 18

plaits located in different parts
of Bangladesh. Dr Kazi Faruqe
Ahmed, Chairman of Proshika,

said, The idea is to reduce de-
pendency on
promote use of surface water for
drinking purposes at a cheaper
cost. If required, the poor would
be provided with soft-term cred-
its to.buy it. the Proshika chief
said,

Dr David Manz, who devel-
oped the purifier, told the jour-
nalists that his device had been
tested in 20 countries from
Nicaragua to Vietnam. The de-
vice that destroys different wa-
ter-borne bacteria has also been
found removing arsenic from
water 'significantly’ 50 to 70 per
cent when water samples from
Chapainawabganj, a worst ar-
senic-affecied area, were tested
in Canada.

The device uses simple sand
filters which can be used for a
life-time; he said, adding that
only washing the sand layer is
required from time to time.

Nicholas Etheridge, Cana-
dian High Commissioner in
Bangladesh, said that CIDA had
provided 100.000 dollars in

rant to develop the device and
or testing water samples from
Bangladesh.! He hoped that it

would help the country better

access to-safe water.

roundwater and °

tions, Housing and Public Wor-
ks Minister Mohammad Na-
sim, State Minister for In-
formation Prof Abu Sayeed,
Slale Minister for Women and
Children Affairs Prof Zin-
natunnesa Talukder, former VC
of Rajshahi University Prof
Mazharul Islam. former, VC. of
Jahangirnagar University Prof
Zillur Rahman Siddiqui, Prof |
Mostafa Nurul Islam will par-
ticipate in the commemorative
meeting which will be presided
over by Rajshahi University
Old Students' Associatlion pres-
ident Matiur Rahman Bhachu.

Cotton shop gutted
1n City
By Statf Correspondent

A colton shop was putted in a
fire at Kamrunbagh, Postagola,
In the city yesterday.

The fire broke out at Samad
Traders-at about 11:40 am.

The loss caused by the [ire
was estimated at about Tk one
lakh. according to Fire Brigade
SOUTCES.

Two fire fighting units {rom
Postagopla station rushed to the
spot and brought the (ire under
control after nearly one hour.

According to the lire brigade

sources, the fire originated
[rom an electrical short circuit.

NDC team
visits PIB

A 22-member National De-
fense College (NDC) delegation
led by Brigadier Tkramul Hug
yeslerday visited Bangladesh
Press Institute (FIB), reporis
BSS.

The delegation exchanged
views with the PIB officials.
They discussed diflerent media
related issues including PIB's
role and activities, media's role
i1 social discourse and relation
between the press and govern-
ment.

Direclor General of PIB Dr
sheikh Abdus Salam and Edi-
tor of The Financial Express
Moarzzenm Hossain answered
cdifferent news related ques-
tions of the delegation.

They visiled the PIB library
alter the meeting. Professor
S#lam presented a crest to the
visiting members of NDC on
behalf of the institute, said a
press release.

Man caught with
fake Tk 500 notes
in Laxmipur

LAXMIPUR. Feb 16: Police
arrésted a man and recovered
two forged notes of Taka 500
denomination from him at
Sonali Bank road of Raipur

Bazar here on Sunday, reports
UNR

According to the police, Ab-
cdul Munal, 50, gave a Tk 500
note to a shopkeeper while buy-
ing fried rice, Suspecting the
nole as lorged. the shopkeeper
raised hue and ery..

People nearby caught Munaf
Ia'r:d handed him over to the po-
ice.

Police also recovered ap-
other forged note of Taka 500

from his possession.
Munal was sent to jail after
the court rejected his bail

prayer.

Taka 35 lakh 30 thousand.

s
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Jatiya Janata Party organised a discussion meeting at the BPJA auditorium in the city
yesterday to mark the death anniversary of General M A G Osmany.
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Int'l confce on
practice of Bengali
arts begins

RAJSHAHIL Feb: 16: The 5-
day long third international
conlerence on the 'Practice of
Bengali Arts' began in the Ra-
jshahi Universily here today,
reports APB.

The Institute of Bangladesh
Studies (IBS) of Rajshahi Uni-
versity and the International
Cenire for Study of Bengal Art
(ICSBA) in Dha{a have jointly
organised the meet.

Former chiel justice and
chief adviser ol caretaker gov-
ernment Muhammad Habibur
Rahman opened the interna-
tional conference at the Senate
Building of Rajshahi Univer-
sity at 9@ am,

The Vice Chancellor of Ra-
ishahi University, Prof Abdul
Klhialeque, presided over the
opening ceremony of the meet
while the welcome addresses
were delivered by IBS Director
Prof Atful Hai Shibli and
ICSBA Chairman Prof Enamul
Haque,

Prof B N. Mukherjee, Pad-
miasri; the Carmichael Proles-
sor of Ancient Indian History
and Culture of the Calcutta
Urntiversity, resented the
keynote paper of the 'Issues in
the Art of Bengal.'

Women entrepreneurship
dev project launched

The povernment has taken
up a project worth over Taka 19
crore [or empowerment and

economic emancipationn of
women, reporis BSS,
The live-year project, at a

cost.of Taka 19 crore 3 lakh 46
thousarid. to be implemented
with the assistance ol the
UNDPFE, will identily seven thou-
sand women for entreprencur-
ship in trade, conmerce, indus-
try and marketing throughout
the county.

LGRD and Cooperatives Min-
ister Zillur Rahman said this
yesterday while launching the
‘women entrepreneurship de-
velopment project’ as the chief
guest at CIRDAP auditorium in
the cily.

He said promising women
critrepreneurs will get training
ancl loan; from Taka 50 thou-
sand to one lakh fifty thousand,
lor various produelive pursuitls
under the project, first of its
kind in the country,

Besides involving wonien in
the mainstream of national de-
velopment, the project aims at
alleviation of poverty. devel-
opient of human resource and
welfare for neglected women.

Zilhir Rahman saidl.

Organised by-Jatiya Mohila
sangstha, the implementing
agency ol the project. the func-
tion was also addressed by
Deputy Minister lor Women and
Children Alfairs Prof Zin-
natunnesa, Secretary in-charge
ol the Ministry of Women and
Children Allairs Prof Dr Tah-
mina Hossain and Executive
Director ol Jatiyva Maohila
Sangstha Masuda Binte Quadir.
Chairperson of the Sangstha
lvy. Rahman presided. Zillur
Rahman said the government
has started the second phase of
implementing the city-based
wonien: development project at
a cost of Taka nine crore for
creating self-employment op-
portunilies. He said another cﬁe~
velopment programme at a cost
Taka six crore 75 lakh is also
under implementation for the
poor and distressed rural
WOImerl.

Prof Zinnatunnesa Talukdar
urged all to contribute to the
development of women of the
country.

Prof Dr Tahmina Hossain
said the government has taken
up 36 women development pro-
jeets under the current five year
plarn. _

.

BFU.J brought out a procession in the city yesterday protesting the attack on newsmen
and newspaper offices during hartal hours,
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Association,

of veteran

Prof Abu Sayeed
Khan elected
JUTA president

By JU Correspondent

The combined panel backed
by pro-AL and pro-BNP teach-
ers 11 posts out of the 15
Busts in the Jahangirnagar

niversity Teachers' Associa-
tion (JUTA) election yesterday.

The 11 posts b e
Liberal Progressive Panel (LPP)
include vice president, trea-
surer, general secretary, and
joint secretary. The other pro-
BNP panel, Jatiyatabadi Gano-
tantrik Shikkhak Pari-
shadlJGSP) won the posts of
president and three other
members,

Prof Abu Sayeed Khan was
resident and Prof
Amin Mochammad Ali, Dr Mo-
hammad Rafiquzzaman and
Mojibar Rahman were elected
members from the JGSP panel.
~The winners from LPP panel
are Prof Nurul Alam — vice
president, Farid Ahmed — joint
secretary; and Prof Khondakar
Mustahidur Rahman, Dr Abdul
Mannan Chowdhury, Prof Abul
Hossain, Prof Ali Akond, Prof
Enamul Haq Khan, Lecturer
Naimul Islam and Dr Sadia
Ahmied — members.

LPP candidates for genera]
secre and treasurer Dr Syed
Quamrul Ahsan and Prof Nurul
Alam Khan respectively were
earlier elected unn‘?pnsed as
there was no contenders for the
positions.

A total of 244 teachers cast
votes, but three votes were can-
celled, The election was con-
ducted by Prof Muniruzzaman
and held at the university club
from 9 am to 1 pm.

Of the 15 elected. five are
known as pro-AL and rest 10 as
pro-BNP teachers.

Ctg Metropolitan
Sessions Judge

Court opens

CHITTAGONG, Feb 16: Min-
ister for Law, Justice and Par-
liamentary Affairs Abdul
Matin Khasru today called upon
all concerned to cooperate with
the government for reforming
the judicial system and speedy
tdiisp?sal 1?f ca?es to dﬁ_r;sure jus-

ce to all and sun » reports
ESE"\F p

Speaking as the chief guest
al the inaugural function of the
Chittagong Melropolitan Ses-
sions Judge Court on the court
building premises here, the
minister said that work was go-
InF on under ten projects for
relorming old and ohsolete laws
and speedy disposal of cases, -

"l want your cooperation to
reform laws, make the laws
more effective and ensure jus-
tice to the people.” he added.

The function presided over
by Chittagong District and Ses-
sions Judge Abdus Salant. was
also addressed by, the Secretary
of the Ministry of Law and Par-
liamentary Affairs Amin Ul-
lah, Judge of the Chittagong
Metropolitan Sessions Court
Afzal Hussein Ahmad and Chil-
tagong District Bar Association
president Nurus Safa Talukder.
Chittagong City Corporation
Mayor A B Mohiuddin
Chowdhury was also present,

Khasru pointed out that if
judges, investigating officers,
wilnesses, lawyers and others
concerned worked sincerely;

cases would not pile up in the
courts.

8 get life-term
for killing
in Chandpur

CHANDPUR, Feb 16: Addi-
tional District Judge AKM Sal-
imullah in a verdict on Monday
sentenced ei%ht persons to im-
prisonment for life on charges
of killing a 60-year old man
named Jalaluddin Bokaul, re-
ports APB.

According to details of the
case, Jalaluddin, accompanied
by his son Rafiqul Islam. 36,
and some other persons were re-
turning home at Rajarganj un-
der ngigan thana on Septem-

ber 15, 1992 from Chandpur
tlowrl.
The eight accused had

swooped on Jalaluddin and se-
riously injured him by hitting
with bottles.

The gang again altacked him
on the following day while the
victim was being removed to
Hajiganj Hospital. Police; who
later received the information,
helped Jalaluddin to get admit-
ted into the hospital where he
succumbed to his injuries on
September 19,

Jalal made a statement to
Eulice before his death at the

ospital and later, his son

Ralfiq filed a case with Hajiganj
police.

Police hauled up 13 persons
and framed charges against
them, of whom eight were given
life sentences and a fine of Tk
5,000 each and suffer another
six months RI in default.

CJA,B condoles
Motahar's death

Commonwealth Journalists
Bangladesh

(CJA,B] has condoled the death
ournalist Motahar

Hossain Siddiqul. reports UNB.

In a condolence me e yes-
terday C.JA,B president Hassan
Shahariar and secreta en-

eral Farid Hossain recalled his
contribution to the develop-
ment of fair journalism in
Han'l%ladeah.

ey conveyed sgmpath}r to
the bereaved members of his
family and prayed for his de-
parted soul.

Death anniversary

observed

The 25th death anniversary
of Enayet Karim, the first For-
eign Secretary of Bangladesh,
was observed yesterday. A

- Quran khwani was held arid

special prayers were offered for
:temall peace of the departed
soul,

........

Geoffrey Fairhurst, Head
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British High Co

mmission 1in

Dhaka (3rd from left), exchanging views with a group of ] ‘ ' ' :
: _ ; ! _ Journalists about United Kingdom
eneral visa policy, procedures in obtaining UK visa and future plans at the Briti::lf I':{]igﬁ'

ommission on Sunday. The Immigration officials of the High
applicants were granted

18,132 .visa applicants in 1997. Later, the journalists
Section at the British High Commission.

77.48 per cent of a total

of 17,192
rate was 73.78 per cent against

visited the facilities at the Visa

:_::mn}issiﬂn revealed that
K visa in 1998 The success

Bangladesh getting due share
of Ganges water: Razzak

Bangladesh is getting its due
share of the Ganges water as
guaranteed in the Ganges Water
Treaty with India. Water Re-
sources Minister Abdur Razzak
told the Jatiya Sangsad yester-
day, re UNB.

“Today's report from a team
of the Joint Rivers Commission
which visited Farakka point
Monday shows that Bangladesh
is getling its due share," he said
replying to a supplementary
question from Fazlur Rahman
Patal of BNPF. :

Expressing the hope that
Bangladesh would get its due
share of Ganges water even after
the 30 years' tenure of the pre-
sent treaty, the waler resources
minister said:."Bangladesh is
getting its due share and would
get it even alter the expiry of the
trealy as it guarantees 90 per
cenl of water available at the
Farakka point."

However., he agreed that
there is shortage of water at the
Ganges and underscored the
need for augmentation.

'We are in discussion with
India and Nepal regarding aug-
mentation of Ganges waters on
the basis of sub-regional coop-
eration to make up for the
scarcity."

Replying to Moshiur Rah-
man of BNP. the minister said
Bangladesh was getting more

water than stipulated in the
treaty during the current sea-
son. "We got more than it was
guaranteed in the treaty during
the whole month of February."

Replying to Shamsuzzaman
Dudu of BNP, Abdur Razzak
said flow of the Ganges at
Hardinge Bridge was normal
during January 1-15 this year.

He said the flow at Hardinge
Bridge was recorded between
96272 and 85196 cusec during
this period.

The water minister said
Bangladesh received on average
95334 cusec water in the first
ten days of January against the
couritry s due share of 67516

cusec as laid down in the water-
sharing accord,

In reply to a supplementary
question; Razzak said the gov-
ernment had decided to in-
crease navigability by dredging
major rivers and digging canals
under the food-for-work pro-
gramine.

He said the required wheat
could not be managed for a
canal-digging scheme as sub-
stantial portion of wheat was
allocated for post-flood reha-
bilitation programme.

Razzak, however, hoped that
the canal-digging drive would
be started in full swing next
year if there are no floods.

| B

SAPRI syndicate
on social sector
today

The third syndicate on 'Con-
sequences of Fiscal Restructur-
ing on Social Development of
Structural Adjustment Partici-

atory Review Initiative
SAPRI)' will be held today at 10
am at the seminar room of the
LGED Bhaban in the city, says a
press release.

Political Adviser to the
Prime Minister Dr § A Malek
will attend the day-long session
as chief guest, while Bangladesh
Sarak Paribahan Sramik Fed-
eration president Manjurul Ah-
san Khan will preside.

The session will also be ad-
dressed by Prof Rehman Sob-
han, Ovenor, SAPRI
Han%adesh Steering Comimnit-
tee, Dr Qazi Faruque: Ahmed,
President. Proshika — the lead
organisation of SAPRI, Prof
Wahiduddin Mahmud, Co-con-
venor of SAPRI Steering Com-
mittee, Dr Debapriva Bhat-
tacharya, Study Director of
SAPRI Research Team, and the
World Bank Country Director,
Frederick Temple.

About 140 representatives
from the government, NGOs,
civil society and the World
Bank. who take interest di-
rectly and indirecily in the pol-
icy issues of the health and edu-
cation séctors, will take part in
the session.

...............
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Surbani Sangskritik Goshthi rendering songs at the Central Shaheed Minar yesterday as
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part of Ekushey programmes organised by Sammilito Sangskritik Jote. — Star photo
Arsenic-related diseases on | Inter-ministerial
meet held

the rise in Jessore

JESSORE, Feb 16: There are
reports of arsenic: contamina-
tion from almost every parl of
the country. butl the extent of
the water pollution due to this
in a village in Sharsha thana
here is acute, reports UNB,

Almost 80 per cenlt of the to-
tal population in Samata vil-
lage of the thana have been af-
fected by wvarious arsenic re-
lated diseases during the last
few years.

Local people said at least 20
people -:::rfpthe village died due to
the diseases during the period.

With the failure of the au-
thorities to take any effective
measure in controlling the

spread ol arsenic contamina- °

tion and saving the people from
its exposure, more and more
people are becoming victims.
Villagers said that besides
the death toll, the conditions of
33 people were serious due to the
same reason and they had been
waiting for the tragic end of

their life.

+ They said various teams ol
experts from home and abroad
have been visiting their locali-
ties. but they are busy only col-
lecting data. and sample and
taking interviews of the vic-
titns. No measure was there Lo
effectively help the people about
how could they save themselves
from this® problem, they com-
plained.

Arsenic leads lo pigmenta-
tion of huthan skin., anemia,

respiratory disorders, abdomen
pain and hepatitis after heavy
exposure over the years, said
the experts.

They said the worst affected
dareas in the country are Jes-

sore, Kushtia, Chuadanga,
Meherpur, Bagerhat and
Khulna districts. People in the

areas preferred to use water
from the deep tube wells as the
water from this source was less
contaminated, they added.

A high level inter-ministe-
rial meeting at the Home Min-
istry yesterday adopted draft
programme schedules for Inde-
pendence Day celebrations and
decided that all necessary
preparations would be taken to
observe the day with due
solemnity and fervour, an offi-
cial release said, reports BSS.

The meeting, chaired by
Home Minister Rafiqul Islam,
opined that some necessary
rescheduling in the forthcom-
ing Independernce Day celebra-
tion programmes would be nec-
essary as the holy Eid-ul-Azha
may coincide with the day, the
release said.

Home Secretary Shafiur
Rahman, Religious Affairs Sec-
retary M Morshed Khan, Cul-
tural Affairs Secretary Dr S
Jaman Majumder, Principal
Staff Officer of the Armed
Forces Division [AFD]} Ma{nr
General Imam Uz Zaman, In-
spector General of Police and
other concerned officials at-
tended the meeting,

Sammilita Garments Darji Sramik Federation march in a procession in the city yesterday to

protest terrorism, communalism And religious fanaticism.

— Star photo




