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Public Interest Ruling

In recent years, the frequency of hartals called
by political parties has become a major worry for
the public in general. Until recently, the: debate
over hartals had been confined largely to political
parties themselves, and followed ritualistic pat-
terns. That is, the ruling party always regarded
hartals as anti-development, while those in oppo-
sition termed the strikes as expression of people's
democratic will. More recently, other opinions,
not driven by partisan interests, have become
more pronounced, as the level of violence associ-
ated with hartals has increased manifold. Under
such circumstances, the decision by a High Court
bench on Monday to issue a suo moto ruling on
leaders of both the Awami League and BNP on their
respective hartal-related activities acquires a spe-
cial significance.

The ruling has asked the AL and BNP to show
cause as to why their actions to enforce and resist
hartals would not be regarded as criminal offences.
This means, the court is not questioning the legal-
ity of the hartal itself. The judges are no doubt
aware that the issue of hartal would best be re-
solved through the political process. But the intim-
idation and violence that are now integral to har-
tals certainly have more to do with criminal laws
and individual’'s fundamental rights, than mere
politics. That is why the High Court's action is
likely to touch the right chord in millions of

hearts across the country.

It is not within the jurisdiction of this paper to
foretell what response the AL or BNP would make,
or what ruling the High Court bench may issue, But
what this paper can do is to reflect the view of the
silent majority, which has been stifled under the
barrage of pro-hartal and anti-hartal propaganda.
This paper believes the court has acted in public
interest, while taking care not to step on heavy po-
litical grounds. It is certainly the responsibility of
parties calling and resisting hartals to ensure that
the public are not intimidated or threatened in any
manner. That is what the rule of law would war-
rant anyway. The court has acted to uphold the rule
of law. It remains to be seen how the political par-
ties themselves view their hartal-related activi-
ties

What's Wrong in CHT?

Two contradictory signals from the CHT are
catching our antenna, While the PCJSS leader
Shantu Larma is engaged in talks with the gov-
ernment in the capital city, incidents of abduction
and murder of elements supportive of and inimical
to the peace accord have been reported from Kha-
grachhari and Rangamati. From Khagrachhari
eight persons had been abducted in the past few
weeks of which six were found dead in a jungle. The
four who were kidnapped in Rangamati remain
untraceable along with the two from Khagrach-
hari. The casualties seem greater on the pro-accord
side.

Not only has tension in the two district towns
mounted over the dead bodies and the missing
compatriots this has also raised the spectre of re-
taliatory swipes from the rivalling groups.

This is an extremely unfortunate situation set
- as it is against the backdrop of the PCJSS- Govern-
ment direct talks in Dhaka to clear the deck for an
~accelerated implementation of the one-year-old
peace accord. There is an overwhelming support
for the peace accord within the tribal community,
but it seems that a wing of the United People's
Democratic Front, called the Hill Students Council
(Prashit) Group is up against it calling for 'com-
plete autonomy'. The PCJSS has been vocally criti-
cal of the vicious activities of certain quarters to
subvert the implementation o” the peace accord, It
is time, they used their clout to neutralise the
small minority of dissenters.

It is a pity that extortionist activities are on
the rise somewhat reminding one of the
nightmarish law and order pressures of the past.
As we urge the PCJSS leadership once again to try
and set the tribal house in order, the local
administrations are requested simultaneously to
put a brake on abduction, murder and illegal toll
collection.

Defiling Pavements

What are the pavements meant for? The
instant reaction may be: is it a question to ask?
But in Dhaka, or for that matter in Bangladesh, it
iIs, And to illustrate this unusual question a
leading Bangla daily has published a collage of
four-colour photographs on its front page Tuesday.
May be such photos with elaborate captions had
appeared in almost all important newspapers in
the past and scathing stories about lack of civic
sense and the spawning of public nuisance and
health hazards were carried by them. But no effort
was too strong or convincing for the responsible
quarters to move into action. Footpaths in this
metropolis are being misused by all and sundry
and specially by organised gangs with a passion for
extortion. Apart from putting up make-shift shops
on these pavements along important city
thoroughfares, large areas have also been illegally
occupled for construction of shanties for renting
these out to low income groups. The surrounding
areas, as a result, stink. In some areas, pavements
are used as toilets and in others as urinals. Even
there are places where the pavements are being
used as space for storing used tyres and various

other materials to the great discomfort of
pedestrians. |

There are organisations and employees respon-
sible for providing and maintaining minimum
amenities to the city-dewellers. Then there are the
law enforcing agencies who can challenge anyone
committing such public nuisance. If these organi-
sations wake up to their responsibilities the city
can be a better place to live in. Unfortunately that
18 not the case. In any civilized society such inac-
tion and apathy to public health hazards would
have been treated with utmosi abhorrence and dis-

gust.

Tofail Stance on Kafco Makes Dhaka Stand Taller

government seems to have

gathered enough moral
courage Lo stand up to a major
donor. Minister for Industry
and Commerce Tolail Ahmed's
blunt refusal to approve
commercial settlement of the
Karnaphuli Fertiliser Company
(Kafco] may have shocked the
government of Japan, but it has
made Bangladesh stand a few
feet taller.

By all indications Tofail
Ahmed is pretty chagrined over
the manner in which the Over-
seas Economic Cooperation
Fund (OECF), a Japan govern-
ment lending agency, had
sought to pressurise Bangladesh
into accepting the Kalco settle-
mernt proposal. But, despite
Japan being the country's
largest development ‘partner’,
Tolail rightly saw it fit to stand
his ground and refuse to endorse
the Kafco plant as supplied by
Marubeni and Chiyoda, two
Japanese corporations who are
the General Contractor for the
project.

y doing so, Tolail may have
drawn the irk of the officials of
QOECF who take many impor-
tant decisions on allocation of
Japan's c¢onsiderable aid
money. But he has also served
notice that settlement a corpo-
rate dispute, as Kafco certainly
is, cannot be imposed on a de-
veloping country through polit-
ical pressure.

Evidence suggests that
Marubeni and Chiyoda have
failed to supply a plant accord-
ing to provisions of their con-
tract, leading to massive losses
for Kafco. This means the gov-
ernment of Bangladesh, as the
largest shareholder of Kafco,
has the right to refuse accep-
tance of the plant and insist on
holding the General Contractor
liable for maximum compensa-
tion.
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INGS came to his funeral,
so did the queens. Presi-
dents came, with Prime
Ministers in tow. Four current
and former United States Pres-
idents (Clinton, Carter. Bush
and Ford) made the trip, as did
three Israeli Prime Ministers
(Netanyahu, Peres and Shamir).
President Hafez Assad, King
Hussein's enemy in life, came to
Ea}f his respects in death. Never
ad President Assad been in
such close proximity of Israel's
top leaders. Crown Prince Ab-
dullah of Saudi Arabia at-
tended, as did the Prime Minis-
ter of Pakistan. Prince Charles
accompanied his Prime Minis-
ter Tony Blair; Czech President
Havel added dignity to the occa-
sion. as if it was needed. Sur-
prising everyone, Russian Pres-
ident Boris Yeltsin showed up.
defying his doctors’ orders.
King Hussein would have been
proud. In death, as in life. he
succeeded in bringing sworn
enemies together.

The end may have been
tranquil for King Hussein, but
his life was anything but, Tur-
bulence, political and personal.
dominated his life. Descended
from a powerful Arabian fam-
ily that traced its lineage to
Prophet Mohammad (pbuh),
Hussein Ibn Talal Ihbn Hussein
was born in Amman, Jordan,
on November 14, 1935, to
Crown Prince Talal and
Princess Zein. His family, like
his country was desperately
poor. His sister died of pneumo-
nia 'in the bitter cold of an
Amman winter.” Unlike his
grand father, who was raised
among the tribes of the Arabian
Desert, Hussein was educated at
Victoria College in Alexandria,
Egypt, and in Harrow and Royal
Military Academy in Sand-
hurst. England,

To protect against French
encroachment on British inter-
ests in Palestine. and to reward

the family for leading the Great

Arab Revolt against the Ot-
toman Turks, who were allied
to Germany, in 19186, the
British Colonial Secretary
Winston Churchill carved

The government at the time probably felt it necessary to be cautious, because Buugladesh had gone
through a major political transformation and needed all the support it could muster. This meant
accepting the Kafco deal virtually as the previous government had signed it. But the furore also
meant that Kafco would remain in the public eye.

What the OECF has Lried to
do is to apply thinly-veiled po-
litical pressure to get the gov-
ernment to accept a laughable
settlement proposal. This is lit-
tle short of flexing of political
muscles by a linancial giant, in
order to force a developing na-
tHon into accepting a corporate
deal thal would be laughed out
of court in any developed na-
tion [including Japan).

A recent letter sent to the in-
dustry minister by the OECF
carried a reference to Japan's
assistance in other areas and
an expression of hope that they
would be able to continue these.
In no-so-diplomatic parlance,
this could be interpreted to
mean thal the governmernl's
failure to accept the Kafco set-

tlement could affect Japanese -

assistance in other areas. The
QECF had also tried to tag an-
other issue to force Bangladesh
to accept the settlement, which
Tofail feels to be against the in-
terest of the country.

Back in 1992, Japan had
successiully twisted
Bangladesh’s arm to become the

uaranter of Kafco's S 280 mil-
ion export credit from the
Exim Bank of Japan. This
meant that the government
would be forced to pick up the
bills if Kafco for some reason
defaulted on its obligations,
This happened on Feb 1 this
year, when Kalco failed to repay
a $21.5 milliont in principal
amount to Exim Bank. The fer-
tiliser company had requested
for a waiver, but Exim had re-
fused and suggested that the
Bangladesh government pay the
amount as the gpuarantor

The OECF, which is part ol a
consortium owning 31.29 per
cent of Kalco, then moved in
with its own game plan. The
Fund suggested that, if the gov-
ernment approved the plant set-
tlement as proposed by the Gen-
eral Contractor, then OECF
could carry out financial re-
structuring of Kafco and tie over
the repayment problems. The
targetl, quite clearly, was not so
much the debt to Eximd, but get-
ting the General Contractor off
the hook through government
acceptance of the plant.

TRy

eqult:i!. stands to loseé enor-
mously unless the plant oper-
ates efficiently and makes
profits.

After the plant was con-
structed, loud complaints were
heard about the inferior quality
of the machinery. Soon, the
complaints became a ca-
cophony.

According to a former man-
aging director of Kafco quoted
in a recent report in this paper,
the contractors did not supply a

plant in accordgnce with pro-
visions of I}he cotilract. He said
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‘By SABIR MUSTAFA

The real problem of the
Kafco deal came to light with
the commissioning of the plant
in 1995. Marubeni and Chiy-
oda, two Japanese firms which
are investors in Kafco, were
also awarded the general con-
tract lor the construction of the
plant. The total investment of
these lwo companies would be
roughly S 35 million. But their
General Contract award was in
the region of 8 300 million,
This had raised some eyebrows,
because this meant the two
companies would be able to re-
coup their investment and more
from the contract work, and
thus have little stake in the
profitability of the plant. But
the Bangladesh government
which holds 43 per cent of the

the problems with the plant are

related to “poor engineering de-
sign, unreliable and substan-
dard equipment” etc. These
shortcomings caused the plant
to cease production 37 times
over the past four years, leading
to an accumulated loss of $120
million.

The settlement being peddled
by OECF would let the General
Contractor off the hook. The
settlement promises $16 mil-

lion in cash to Kafco, without .

any obligation to fix the plant
or pay compensation that
malches the losses sustained by
the company as a result of the
poor construction of the plant.
It appears that the OECF had
thought the government would
cave in this time as well, just as

LETTER FROM AMERICA

it had done in 1992,

However, Tofail Ahmed was
strengthened by the knowledge
that the previous government
had also refused to approve the
plant after its commissioning.

He said that the previous gov- .

ernment was also pressured to
accept the plant. He feared that
the plant might shut down any
time due to mechanical prob-
lems.

“If the plant is accepted as it
is, past and future losses due to
mechanical and technical prob-
lems would emerge as a great
conicern for a poor country like
Bangladesh™, Tofail said in a
press statement released by the
Press Information Department
of the government on Sunday,
the day he made it clear to the
OECF that the Kafco settlement
proposal was not acceptable.

The Kafco project has been
the centre of controversy ever
since jts inception in December
1990, It was alleged at the time
that the then industry secretary
Mosharral Hossain had hurried
through the deal while the gov-
ernment of President Hussain
Muhammad Ershad was falling
apart in the face of a popular
uprising. Questions were raised
as to why the deal was pushed
through when the government
itself had lost all control over
the country.

It was felt then, that a demo-
cratically elected government
accountable to parliament
would not have approved the
grujte:ﬂt in its original form.

his aspect alone raised suspi-
cion about the project, which
solidifled later on, as different
terms of the project were ex-

Behind the Majesty of King Hussein

Dr Fakhruddin Ahmed writes from Princeton

King Abdullah has said: "Peace with Israel, I believe, is the best thing Jordan could have done."
Perhaps. But there is something profoundly disturbing when Israel calls King Hussein its

"favourite King," and no_other Muslim nation does.

Transjordan out of Syria in
the back of a cab in 1921.
Britain agreed to linance the
emirate with a subsidy and gave
Abdullah to rule it under a
British mandate, In 1946,
Transjordan became indepen-
dent, Abdullah became King
and named his country the
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan.

In the aftermath of World
War 1, Abdullah supported the
Balfour Declaration that stipu-
lated a homeland for the Jews
in Palestine, earning the life-
long enmity of the Palestini-
ans. Contacis between Ahdul-
lah and the Zionists began in
1926, and in 1946 Abdullah as-
sured the Jewish leaders that he
would not oppose the creation
of a Jewish state in Palestine.
The decision was deadly. On
July 20, 1951, when Hussein
was 15, King Abdullah was
gunned down by a Palestinian
nationalist as he was about to
enter Al Agsa mosque in
Jerusalem, e future king
learned a valuable lesson from
his grandfather's assassina-
tion: he witnessed how the peo-
ple who were supposed to pro-
tect King Abdullah fled for their
dear lives just as the shots rang
out. Hussein vowed never to
trust anyone,

Prince Talal. who suffered
from schizophrenia, succeeded
King Abdullah on the throne.
When his attacks worsened, the
Parliament removed him on
August 11, 1952, less than a
month after Gamal Abdel
Nasser toppled King Farouk in
Egypt. At 16, Hussein was pro-
claimed Jordan's King. Al-
though democracy brought him
to power, Hussein gradually
stifled Jordan's democracy, re-
placing it with autocracy. The
new King himself would survive
at least 17 more murder at-
tempts, coup plots and army in-
surrections. Many a cat died in

thie  royal palace ingesting the
poison meant for the royal
palate!  Repeated brush with
death is what gave the King the
famous fatalism. What really
saved the King was his fnr%vinf
nature. In a neighbourhoo
known for an eye for an eye. the
King never executed anyone
caught trying to kill him!

The young king, a superb
dancer and party animal, had a
taste for sleek women. His first
marriage. to Sherifa Dina Ab-
dul Hamid, a Cambridge-edu-
cated intellectual, who was an
alder Hashemite cousin, ended
alter eighteen months. A lively
and independent woman,
Sherifa found sleepy Amman
dull, had one daughter, Al-
though she and the King parted
amicably, she later married a
Palestinian commando who
took part in the 1970 uprising
against the King.

The King's second wife was
Toni Avril Gardiner, whom the
King named Muna. Arabic for
‘My Wish." The shy daughter of
an English colone] at the
British Embassy, Muna had lit-
tle interest in politics, and re-
fused to be designated Queen.
she and the King had four

. children, including the current

King Abdullah.
ended in 1972.

The King was madly in love
with his third wife. Alia Baha
ud-Din Toukan, the daughter of

a prominent Palestinian
diplomat from Nablus, on the
West Bank. who settled in Am-
man, The King named the na-
tional carrier Royal Jordanian
Airlines, "Alia," after her. The
King and the popular Queen had
two children and adopted a
daughter. The King himself
announced Alia’s death in a he-
licopter crash toa stunned na-
tional television audience in

€ marriage

1977.

In 1978, the King took his
fourth wife, an American,
Princeton graduate Lisa Hal-
aby. Lisa is the daughter of Na-
jeeb E. Halaby. a Texan de-
scended from a Syrian family,
who headed the Federal Avia-
tion Administration and then
became the Chairman of the
Pan American World Airways.
The King named his new Queen
Noor, Arabic for light. She and
the King have two sons, Hamzeh
and Hashem, and two daugh-
ters, Iman and Rayah.

Survival — of his person and
nation — dominated his foreign
policy. On occasion he showed
surprising courage. In 1956, at
20, the King fired Sir John
Bagot Glub (the colonial relic
'Glub Pasha") who com-
manded Jordan's Arab Legion.
Two years later, in 1958 after
his cousin Faisal II and family
were killed in a military coup
that overthrew the Hashemite
monarchy in Irag, he invited
the British back to protect his
kingdom. ,

As the threats to his king-
dom receded, the King replaced
his British protectors, whose
influence was fading, with
American  protectors, whose
influence was growing. In 1957
and 1958, American . intelli-
gence informed the King of the
impending coup attempts
against him. This and the
monthly checks from the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency (CIA)
persuaded theeKing that Wash-
ington was a reliable ally. The
CIA payments ended in 1977,
when their disclosure embar-
rassed the King.

King Hussein's biggest blun-
der came in 1967. Conned by
Egypt's Gamal Abdel Nasser
into believing that three-quar-
ter of the Israeli Air Force had
been destroyed, when it was the

Egyptian Air Force that had
been wiped out, Jordan became
one of the 14 nations toe lose
the six-day war against [srael.
For Jordan the war was devas-
tating — it lost the West Bank
and East Jerusalem includin
Al Aqgsa mosque to Israel. Ha
he not joined the war, his peo-
le would. have revolted. For
im it was a civil war. Pales-
tinian refugees poured into

Jordan from the West Bank.
King Hussein almost lost the

rest of his kingdom in 1970,
when the Palestine Liberation
Organization, which had made
Jordan its base, challenged his
rule. In "Black" September,
1970, the King declared war on
the PLO and crushed them. No
one ever challenged his rule
again,

Among Israel's Arab ene-
mies, only King Hussein was in
secret contact with Israel be-
ginning in 1963. He had over
500 hours of talk with every Is-
raeli leader except Menachem
Begin. Yel he was always eva-
sive when asked. The writer
remembers that in 1977 a
British journalist asked him
point blank: "Has your Majesty
ever met with an Israeli offi-
cial?” "There has never been a
meeting of the minds," the King
replied,

For the sake of tranquillity
at home, Jordan remained
neutral in the 1991 Gulf War.
That earned him the ire of the
West, including America. In a
series of secret meetings, Queen
Noor invited American jour-
nalists to the palace and ex-
plained Jordan's precarious
position. Very quickly Jordan
was forgiven, and back in
favour.

In 1974, the Arab League des-
ignated the PLO as the sole rep-
resentative of the Palestinians,
As the Intifada was under way,
inn 1988, the King renounced his

posed 1o be detrimental to the
national interest of
Bangladesh. The government of
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia.
which came to power on Mar 19,
1991 was able to rewrite some
aspects of the terms ol the pro-
jecl in the face ol strong politi-
cal pressure [rom Japan. But, it
was [elt that il the Kafco deal
was cancelled or drastically al-
tered, then other foreign in-
vestors would feel unsure about
the stabilig of government de-
cisions and continuity of poli-
cies and projects.
Developments since then
suggest that it would have been
rudent for the government to
ave taken a tougher stance in
1991-92. Bul it is easy to be wise
with hindsight. The govern-
mernt at the time probably felt it
necessary to be cautious, be-
cause Bangladesh had gone
through a major political
transformation and needed all
the support il could muster.
This meant accepting the Kafco
deal virtually as the previous
government had signed it. But
the furore also meant that
Kafco would remain in the pub-
lic eye.

The only question remain-
ing now is whether the govern-
ment would be able to stand its

ound. Politically, it should
eel strong enough, because
there is a general consensus
over the need to stand firm on
this issue. But the real weak
link may be the bureaucracy
whose performance to date over
Kafco has been anything but
sluriuus. It would require great
eal of tenacity on the part of
the industry minister to keep
the bureaucracy focused on the
national interest, and insist on
allowing corporate affairs to be
resolved according to general
business practices around the
world.

claim to the West Bank, opening
the way for the Palestinians
and the Israelis to deal directly
with each other. The King was
a partner of the Palestinians in
the Madrid talks in 1991 that

paveu the way for the Oslo ac-

cord in 1993. Jordan itself
concluded a peace trealy with
Israel in 1994,

If there is one criticism one
can level against King Hussein
it is his eagerness to deal with
Israel. The King kept Jordan on
the sidelines during the 1973
Arab-lsraeli war. Yet, he in-
formed Israel of the imminent
attack it faced from Syria and
Egypt. Unluckily for Israel, it
ignored the King's warning.

+Jordanian-Israeli peace treaty

was a victory for lsrael. Jordan
did not free West Bank, East

‘Jerusalem or Al Agsa because

of it.'King Hussein, like Pales-
tinian Authority President
Yasir Arafat, relied too heavily
on the political longevity of
Yitzhak Rabin and Shimon
Peres. Even after it was clear
that Benjamin Netanyahu was
hell bent on destroying the
peace process, the King refused
to be harshly critical of him.
Peace with Israel has brought
Jordan no prosperi whalso-
ever, as the King had promised.

Al King Hussein's funeral,
while the rest of the world sent
elected Prime Ministers and
Presidents, the Middle Eastern
Muslim nations sent unelected

. Presidents, monarchs and their

sons. Democracy in the Muslim
Middle East is still a distant
dream. It will be better for Jor-
dan if the new King Abdullah
does not strictly follow in his
father's footsteps as he has
promised; he should try and
foster democracy which con-
ferred the throne on his father
46 years ago. King Abdullah
has said: "Peace with [srael, 1
believe, is the best thing Jordan
could have done." Perhaps. But
there is something profoundly
disturbing when Israel calls
King Hussein its "favourite
King," and Ao other Muslim
nation does.

address.

Hartals

Sir, With deep concern we
are observing the events hap-
Eening back at home. We have

een reading all the comments
for and against hartals. 1, to-
tally agree when someone says
that Hartal is our democratic
right. Nobody should snatch
this right. But I want to ask: are
they aware of the democratic
right of others? Why are they
forcing others to join the har-
tals? Everybody by now knows
that the business community is
very vocal against hartals. Will
any businessman will dare to
open his establishment on the
hartal day?

No, not because he has his
sympathy for the cause of the
hartal but the reason is known

to everyone. For those who

warnt to exercise their demo-
cratic right by observing hartal,
| ‘appeal to them that please
don't snatch others democratic
rights by forcing them to go for
hartal.

Again, | ask these elite of the
society, cream of the nation and
may be the future ruler of this
nation: is not these hartals tar-
nishing the image the nation?
We, living abroad, have been
very proudly boasting that we
don't have any problems like
other sub-continent countries —
India, Pakistan and Sri Lanka.

What benefits they are goin
to gain out of these hartals

Letters for publication in' these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

Take a lesson [rom the history.
The previous opposition al-
liance very illogically had tried
hard to bring down the govern-
ment by entorcing hartal after
hartal on the innocent people.
But were they really successful?

The previous government
managed to complete its term
by all means. And supposedly,
even if they manage to bring
down this government this time
what is the guarantee that they
will come to power? Will the
people of Bangladesh be facing
Bowers And Sven if thty uBe. 19

ower, will not the other party
e using the the same tactics
against them.

Also, 1 will not remind them
how much the country suffers
due these hartals. Imagine the
sufferings of the common man.
In one of those hartals in the
previous government time, one
of my uncle died his natural
death at our village home. My
cousins were very unfortunate
that they could not reach from
Dhaka for the last rites. There
may be thousands examples
like this.

I know that this will go in
vain still I appeal to these
Hartal Callers if not for the
sake of country and nation, but
at least for the sake of their own
followers forgive this nation
from the curse of hartals, |
know that privately they also
don't support hartal but in pub-

lic they are forced to support
hartal for one reason or the
other. How many more Sajals

will be sacrificing their lives -

for the lust of power of them?

Shafig Ahmad
USA

Hartal isn't

democratic

Sir. Our company has been
in trade with Bangladesh for
some three years now. We
thought the International
Trade Fair would be the perfect
place to forge ,partnership with
our Bangladeshi business
friends. The hartal called by
the opposition proved once
again that the definition of
democracy as they perceive is
far different from what we
think it means in a modern
and civil climate .

The opposition in
Bangladesh may turn their eyes
towards their neighbours to re-
new their realisation that the
meaning of democracy is not to
be found in strikes and hartals.

I am finding it difficult to
satisfy our Board that we
should continue our business
with Bangladesh. I find it quite
impossible to believe from her
acts that Mrs Zia is the former
Prime Minister of Bangladesh.

Kelly Hutcheson

RMDG Australia Pty Ltd
24 Honeyeater Cr
Taylors Lakes 3038
Melbourne, Australia

Hartal as political

weapon

Sir, The suggestions against
the use of hartal as a political
tool is not going to melt the

ideological ice (plural) even
with the super heat generated
during such demonstrations.

It needs to be pointed out
that the first party has to pay
(the fine) for showing to the na-
tion how 180 days of hartal can
change the character of a na-
tion: and you reap as you sow,
(ignoring the glorious justifi-
cations' for the moment — it is
all gift of the gab).

aying compensation is be-
yond Eﬂ itics and becomes a
metaphysical issue; and it is in
the domain of morals and
ethics, crime and punishment,
good and evil, heaven and hell,
the divine and the devil. The
philosophy of a strategy and the
technicalities involved (hartal
as a mechanism) have to be ex-
amined separately.

The politicians are not the
only culprits, even if they are
the initiators of the unique co-
ercive and violent components,
apart from the traditional
'strikes’' (tool-down) seen in the
labour, industrial and service
sectors. Hartal has been glori-
fied and distributed as tabarruk
to the other sectors.

Now the ‘followers' are fol-
lowing the 'leaders'. We change
the netas or the followers? The
latter will always follow, Then
what is the option left? Atone-
ment?

A Zabr
Dhaka

The Mafioso

Sir, You have written a won-
derful piece on the "Mafioso”
practices of our political par-
ties. 1 only want to say that,
‘these are not just malia-style
parties, THEY ARE THE
MAFIA". Every aspect of the
mafia is present in their activi-

S

lics. A supremo godfather, his

luckey dons, an army of armed

gouns, a cowed business com-
munity and the supporters jus-
tify iy point.

I appeal to the pillars of our
civil society to come to their
senses.

Shafiqgur Rahman
1/6 Lalmatia, BL-A,
Dhalca

The Calcutta book

fair fiasco

Sir, Several reports in dil-
ferent sections of the press
(according to the eye witnesses
and visitors who have returned)
painted a general picture of
Bangladesh's prominent role in
the participation as a perfor-
mance which failed to stimu-
late the national pride.

The spotlight fused, the
catering was dry. and the host-
ing not warm enough even for
the mild Calcutta winter. The
local authorities, as guests, are
naturally tactfully silent on the
grievances of the participants.

A local press conference
might embarrass the hosts,

Abul M Ahmad
Dhaka

Jessore-Calcutta

bus service
Sir, Press reports say that

. Dhaka-Calcutta bus service is

going to start soon. This is good
news for thousands of people
who cannot aflord Dhaka-Cal-
cutta air journey. But Jessore-
Calcutta bus service will facili-
tate movement of people [ur-
ther.

This will help not only the
people of Jessore-Khulna region

" Israel. Mr Blair and man

but also other regions as well.
The old and the sick find
Dhaka-Calcutta bus journey too
tiring and tedious. This cate-
‘ory of people can {ly to Jessore
!f'mm Dhaka and then avail the
bus service to Calcutta. This
will be much more economical
than Dhaka-Calcutta air jour-
ney. Distance between Jessore
and Calcutla is not much and
hence should not be strenuous
for people of this category.

Will the Ministry of Com-
munication ponder over this?

Saleh Ahmed Chowdhury
Dhaka Cantonment, Dhaka

Solidarity for
world peace and
stability

Sir, The world witnessed an
extraordinary fusion of this
millennium in Amman at
Raghadan Palace, an amalpa-
mation of leaders for the fu-
neral of late Jordanian King
Hussein. There was Mr Clinton,
President Assad of Syria, the
Sudanese President, the PM of
more
— as diverse in their ideolo
and dogma as chalk is to cheese.
Waving aside their differences
and rubbing shoulders in the
same platform — a semblance to
pay respect to a sublime states-
marl.

Do I see a ray of hope or
winds of change? Why cannot
the Kings, Queens, Crown
Princes and political leaders
show the same solidarity for
the peace and stability on our
planet which we all are search-
ing,

gﬂr am | asking for too much?

Shilkkha Mansoor
Road 11, House F25
Banc_mi 1213, Dhaka



