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Business frustrated

From Page 1
simply "panicked”.

"The business community
and the people in general are
panicked by hartals and the
threat of ture hartals,” the
executive committee (EC) of
Federation of Bangladesh
Chambers of Commerce and In-
dustry said in an emergency
meeting.

The FBCCI EC members
came to know of the cancella-
tion of the Bangabhaban meet-
ing only after they had arrived
at the chamber headquarters in
the morning.

While the business leaders
were disappointed, the Presi-
dent had his own reasons for
his decision to postpone today's
meeting.

The President, according to
sources close to him, has been
put off by the responses he has
so far received from political
parties. None of his initiatives
or advice has been met with a
respectable gesture from either
of the camps, the saurces.
pointed out. .

Only recently, the main op-
position BNP refused.to accept a

residential proposal for a dia-
ogue to find a solution to the
crisis surrounding the munici-
pal polls.

The sources say there has
not been any reason for the
President to expect a “sincere”
response from ruling Awami
League either. AL insiders say
the party has not been happy
with the President for his can-
did remarks about the state of
politics on many occasions
when the ruling party was not
spared the presidential whip.
Many AL leaders also fear a
president-mediated dialogue
can go against the ruling party
as the former chief justice is far
from likely to show any parti-
sanship.

Another major point for the
President to feel uncomfortable
with the current political situa-
tion is that the Jatiya Party, a
major opposition player, is ve-
hemently opposed to him. Gen-
eral Ershad, the party chief, has
been known to harbour a fer-
vent dislike for the former
Caretaker President Sha-
habuddin. “Ershad can't stand
him,” a source said,

There are also reports that
the ruling party is divided over
the FBCCI move to approach the
President. The FBCCI chief is
known to have had close links
with Awami League.

Meanwhile, the business
leaders are deeply divided along
political lines. At yesterday's
meeting, some FBCCI EC mem-
bers criticised Mintoo for mak-
ing their plans public. One
group. obviously partisan to
Awami League, blamed the op-
position for the current spate of

litical unrest while the other
ound faults with the ruling
party.

However, there was unanim-
ity on one Fuint. They all op-
posed hartal,

But prospects for a negoti-
ated settlement were still visi-

Shamsul Alam's
solo exhibition

begins
By Staff Correspondent

The solo painting exhibition
of Shamsul Alam Azad called
WJourney® Through Nature.”
opened at Gallery 21 yesterday.
It comprised 31 paintings,
which included cil on canvas,
mixed-media and acrylic on
paper.

Speaking on the occasion,
Professor Aminul Islam said
that it was heartening that ex-
hibitions are now being held
almost every week in Dhaka,
and that there are now numer-
ous galleries. art-lovers and
many connoisseurs. As a resull,
he said our artists' workers are
now being seen and appreciated
by thousands. This in eventual-
ity expressed the sentiments of
crores ol people in Bangladesh,
he stressed. He pointed out that
after the invention of the camn-
era, it was imperative for our
artists to move towards ab-
straction, which was the style
of Shamsul. the artist. He added
that the thought content, style
and soul pitch of the artist was
admirable. He said, further-
more, that it is easy to win ac-
claim but to keep up that fame
is difficult.

Professor Mahmudul Haque,
Director, Institute of Fine Arts,
DU, the special guest, said that
paintings should speak for
themselves and that Shamsul's
dwelling on nature was laud-
able.

Shamsul, 31, born at Piro-
jpur, also speaking at the func-
tion, explained that the purpose
of the exhibit was to stress the
necessity of the preservation of
nature, and to create something
constructive out of his child-
hood emotions and experiences.

Shamsul won a Best Paint-
ing award from the Fine Arts
Institute in DU in ‘91, and has
participated in 22 joint ven-
tures in Dhaka.

The exhibition will remain
open till February 23,

ble in a key opposition leaders’
statement. "I don't believe that
we've reached a point of no re-
turm. Chances are still there for
a seltlement if the government
side means it." BNP secreta
general Bhuiyan told The DEIE{;'

tar Sunday. “We'll consider a
proposal for negotiation if
comes from the presidential
house.”

An AL leader spoke in the
same vein. "We believe in peace
and stability and hence we're
ready to respond positively to
any move for a negotiated set-
tlement. Let there be an invita-
tion for a President-mediated
dialogue, we'll definitely partic-
ipate in it,” said joint general
secretary Abdul Jalil.

The JP's position was how-
ever markedly different. “We're
not ready to talk with business
leaders,” said Kazi Firoz
Rashid, a presidium member.
“The country's economy suffers
more from the bank loan de-
faulters than from hartals.”

Detention of Aziz
Bhai: Hearing of
writ adjourned

The hearing of the writ peti-
tion filed on behalf of Aziz Mo-
hammad Bhai against his de-
tention adjourned yesterday for
one week before a High Court
divisionn bench, reports BSS.

The bench comprising Jus-
tice K M Hasan and Justice Mo-
hammad Abdul Quddus ad-
journed the hearing of the case
for one week following a prayer
by the government.

Gulshan police arrested Aziz
Mohammad Bhai on January 6.

3rd Int’l Congress
on Bengal Art
begins today

The third International
Congress on Bengal Art, bring-
ing together more than one
hundred secholars from home
and abroad, opens today at the
Rajshahi University campus,
reports BSS,

Former Chiel Justice and
head of the caretaker govern-

“ment Justice Muhammad Habi-

bur Rahman is expected to
inaugurate the five-day con-
gress focusing on Bengal's
history, art, archaeology and
culture,

Federico Mayor,
General of the UNESCO, has
sent senior special adviser to
represent him in the congress
and also issued a message wish-
Ing success of the congress, an
[CSBA press release said.

Finance Minister S A M S
Kibria will attend the conclud-
ing ceremony as the chiefl guest
on February 20 scheduled to be
held in Dhaka.

Besides, scholars fromi
Bangladesh. 46 world-reputed
historians and archaeologists
from Germany, France. the
Nelherlands, United Kingdom,
United States of America and
India have so [ar confirmed
their participation in the con-
cluding session, six globally se-
lected eminent art historians
will be admitlied to honorary
tellowships for their contribu-
tion in the field of research on
Berigal art. ;

PCP calls hartal
in Rangamati

RANGAMATI, Feb 15: The
Pahari Chhatra Parishad (PCP)
has called day-long hartal to-
morrow (Tuesday} in the town

demanding early rescue of those |

kidnapped by the tribal terror-
ists, reports UNB.

Three Chakma villagers
were kidnapped from Kutubceh-
hari Bazar on Sunday
legedly by those opposing the
peace treaty.

Transport strike
in Rangamati
from Thursday

RANGAMATI, Feb 15: Loc¢al
lransport workers have decided
lo enlorce strike for an indefi-
nile period from Thursday on-
wards in protest against what
they termed as 'police repres-
sion on them', reports APB.

Police “illegally' rounded up
26 workers under arms cases
though they had no connection
with the weapons, the transport
workers claimed.

Various transport services
including bus, truck, tank
lorry, taxi and river transports
will simultaneously enforce the
sirike to register their protest.

Police reportedly arrested
the workers on January 24
when they were returning from
Maijbhandar Mazar Sharifl
carrying passengers. They also
recovered some 107 lethal
weapons from their transports.

Police lodged cases against
ihem with the local thana un-
cder arms act.
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Visitors at the solo pottery exhibition by Prof Sayeed Talukdar at Gallery Tone in the city
yesterday. —Star photo

Sale or rice, wheat
at fair price begins
in Chittagong

CHITTAGONG, Feb 15: Chit-

tagong City Corporation (CCQC)

in cooperation with the Food

Directorate has started selling

rice and wheat at fair prices

Emung the poor people, reports
55,

About 41 thousand poor peo-
le in 41 wards of the city will
able to buy 22 kgs rice and 22

kgs wheat at the rate of Taka

.50 and Taka 8.50 per kg re-

spectively per month.

City Mayor A B M Mohiud-

din Chowdhury inaugurated the
sale of rice and wheat at fair

Erices al a simple ceremony

eld at city's Feringhee Bagzer

yeslerday.

A six member committee has

heen formed in each ward with

the local ward conunissioner as

the convener Lo supervise the
sale,

Speaking on the occasion

Mayor Mohiuddin said sale of
rice and wheat at fair prices

would greatly

help the people

overcome their difficulties as’
well as stabilise prices of food-
grains in the market.

Muggers snatch
Tk 82 thousand

- By Staff Correspondent

Muggers snatched Tk 82
thousand from a sales represen-
tative of a trading house from
inside a bank at Sonargaon
road in the city yesterday
morning.

The victim was identified as
Ziauddjn, a sales representative
of SM Trading at 318 Free
School Street.

The incident took place
when Ziauddin went to draw
money from Sonali Bank,
Sonargaon Branch at about 11
am. A group of muggers
snatched the money from his
pocket,

The victim alleged that he
immediately informed the in-
cident to the Ramna police. But
they came at least two hours af-
ter the incident.

Witness alleged that police
arrested one person from the
spol. two hours after the inci-
dent.

When contacted Ramna po-
lice the duty officer said one
Shaheen was arrested from the
spot and the money could not
recovered by the police.
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Dal (JCD) brought out a procession demanding the rele

JCD'demands
release of its
leaders, workers

Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD), student wing of main op-
position BNP. yesterday de-
manded immediate release of
its Ilailf:d leaders and workers

including general secretary
Nasir Uddin Pintu, reports
UNB.

The demand came from a
rally held in frent of the
DUCSU building. Earlier, JCD
brought out a procession on the
Dhaka University campus in
support of their demand.

Addressing the rally, the
JCD leaders said they will stage
a procession toward the Home
Ministry on February 28 if
tEelr demand was not met by
then.

Presided over by JCD Presi-
dent Habibunnabi Sohel. the
rally was addressed, among
others, by Munshi Bazlul Basit
Anju, Monjur-e-Elahi, Mojaf-
far Hossain Jakir, Helen Zerin
Khan, ABM Mosharaf Hossain,
SM Nuruzzaman, Monir Hos-

sain and Mostafijul Islam Ma-

§
j

ase of its

leaders and trial of Sajal's killers on the Dhaka University campus yesterday. —Star photo

$5m project to check impact on human health

Air pollution causes 15,000

premature deaths in city

World Bank environmental-

ists said in the city yesterday

that
availability

inspection and
of lead-free and

roper

pure fuel oil are among the pre-
requisites to control vehicular
air pollution and its hazardous
impact on human health, re-
ports UNB.

As one of the 2] imiplement-

ing agencies of the [INDP-spon-

sored

environmental pro-

grammes. World Bank has ini-
tiated a project aiming at reduc-
ing vehicular air pollution and
associated health hazards in
Dhaka city in a cost-effective
manner, Bank execulives told a
press briefing at its olfice in the
city.

million US
dubbed Air Qualit

The main objective of the 5
ollar project
Manage-

ment Projecl (AQMP) is lo re-

duce human

osure to vehicu-

lar air pollution that causes an
estimated 15.000 premature

deaths

and several million

cases of sickness every year in
Dhaka city,

ronmental

World Bank's senior envi-
economist Carler

Brandon identified two-stroke
three-wheeler, autorickshaws

popularly known as baby-taxis,

as the major culprit for polhit-

ing the city air,

"We can't ban baby-taxis

| overnight unless innovating

another economical, social al-
lernative — perhaps a better
Mishuk” he said, stressing the
need for cleaning up the exist-
ing [leet, estimated between
30,000 and 50,000 baby-taxis.

Improved lubricants and lu-
bricant delivery systems can
help clean up the automobiles,
he said. "Besides, you must have
cleaner and unleaded fuels."

Carter, senior environmer-
tal economist of the World
Bank's South Asia Environ-
ment Unit, said there would be
no progress in reducing air pol-
lution without a belter vehicle
inspection system.

"Inspection systemn must not
be corrupt,” he said, hinting at
the experiences in Delhi and
Mexicao cities,

Carter felt the need for dis-
seminating adequate informa-
tion about air pollution, its rea-
sons and laws to raise aware-
ness anwong the public,

"We don't exactly know how
much of it (air pollution) comes
from baby-taxis, how much
[rom industries and domestic
households.” he said, calling for
pushing the government to give
better information.

City's air pollution will be
largely reduced ilf the World
Bank's project succeeds in regu-
lating baby-taxis in Dhaka dur-
ing ihf_- next three years, Carler

hoped.

Environmental specialists
ol the Bank's Dhaka oflice Paul
Martin put emphasis on better
monitoring of fuel delivery
syslem. mainly the petrol
pumps, many ol which, he said
guoting a survey, mixed
kerosene or some other low-
cost oil with vehicular fuel.

He also pointed to the indus-
trial air pollution and felt the
urgency of feeding the factory
owners with adequate informa-
tion relating to environmental
hazards caused by industries.

“You really need an envi-
ronment management system
within the factories," he said.
Like 1S0-14000, environment
management certificates may
become an imperative for ex-
port in Western countries in fu-
ture, Martin hinted.

He felt the need for building
up an information network in-
volving trade bedies like Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry (DCCI} to raise con-
sciousness among the factory
OWTers.

Members of Forum of Envi-
ronmental Journalists of
Bangladesh (FEJB), Bangladesh
Centre for Advanced Studies
Fellow Dr Moinul Islam Sharif
and World Bank executive Dr
Subrata S Dhar were present.

Dr Q K Ahmed spoke on issues
BIISS auditorium in the city yes
Migratory Movement Resecarch U

Azad Chowdhury,
British Council.

L
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relating to internally displaced persons in Bangladesh at
terday. The two-day conference organised by Refugee and
nit was also attended by WV Howell of UNHCR, Prof A K
Vice-Chancellor of the Dhaka University and Simon Kay, Director,

—Star photo

ABC helps 264
visually impaired

Assistance for Blind Chil-
dren (ABC), a charity, has
helped 264 flood-hit rural visu-
ally impaired persons in 10
thanas of Gaibandha and Na-
tore districts with Tk 1,000
each.towards rebuilding their
homes, reports UNB.

A substantial amount was
received from Enayetullah
Khan, Chief Editor of UNB, as
donation for post-flood reha-
bilitation of the visually im-
paired persons, said an ABC
press release today,

The ABC also has disbursed
Tk 4.20 lakh in interest-free
loan among 180 blind people of
Iswarganj, Gauripur, Gaffar-
gaon, Nandail, Ghataill and
Kalihati under districts My-
mensingh and Tangail respec-
tively for their socio-economic
rehabilitation.

Sergeant Zahur's
death anniversary
observed

CHITTAGONG, Feb 15;:
Bangladesh Air Force today ob-
served the 30th death anniver-
sary of the sergeant Zahurul
Haque with due solemnity, re-
poris BSS,

On the occasion., a milad

mahfil was held after Asr

rayer at the central mosque of
EAF Base Zahurul Haque here.

Pravers were offered for the
eternal peace of the departed
soul and alse for continued
peace and prosperity of the
motherland.

Air Officer Commanding of
the air base, Air Commodore
Khusrul Alam, officers and
airmen of the base attended the
milad-mahfil.

Rally of NGOs

Thousands protest
against social

evils

RAJSHAHI, Feb 15: Thou-
sands of workers of
level NGOs at a rally here today
raised their voices against
communalism, fundamental-
ism, terrorism and all sorts of
repression and exploitation,
reports UNB.

Over 50,000 people joined
the rally nr%?_nisad by Rajshahi

chapter of Trinamul Janasan-
gathan, a conglomerate of
NGOs.

Poor and landless people
[rom Rajshahi, Pabna, Natore
and Chapainawalgﬁanj districts
took part in the rally.

General Secretary of Ra-
jshahi Awami League City unit

halruzzaman Liton. District
CPB General Secretary Enamul
Haq. Masud Kamal of Workers
Party, ADAB chairperson Kazi
Faruque Ahmed and local lead-
ers ol Trinamul organisations
addressed the rally at the Gov-
ernment Madrasha maidan.

Workshop on
reporting on crime
begins today

A 10-day workshop on 'Spe-
cialist Reporting on Crime' for

Journalists of the country's

print media began yesterday,
reports APB.

Spoensored by the British
Council in Dhaka and the
Thomson Foundation of the
United Kingdom, the course has
been organised to develop skills
of the reporters as well as other
newsmen working in the dailies
and weeklies.

The training programme
will cover various aspects of
crime reporting, including
court reporting, criminal trials,
invesligation, going undercover
and ethics of crime reporting.

David Harrison and Jan
Mather — two consultants of the
Thomson Foundation of UK —
are conducting the training
workshop attended by the
newsmen from major English
and Bengali newspapers, said a
press release.

Death anniversary of
Nurul Momen today

s

assroot- °

The ninth anniversary of
death of the pioneer ol drama
and satire in this country
Natyaguri Prof Nurul Momen
will be observed today, says a
press release.

A discussion meeting on the
life and works of Prof. Momen

and a cultural pregramme will-

be held today by the Shilpakala
Academy at 5.00 pm in its
gallery huildln%,

* Milad mahtil will also be
held at the residence of his
youngest son journalist Dr
Faisal Mahmud Nurul Momen
inn Uttara Model Town,

BCL observes
'Democracy
Killing Day'

By DU Correspondent

Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL), the student wing of ruling
Awami League brought out a
procession and held a rally on
the Dhaka University campus
yesterday to observe "Democ-
racy Rilling Day."

On this day in 1996, the then
ruling BNP held a general elec-
tion disregarding opposition
parties demand to hold the
election under a non-party
caretaker government.

To press home their de-
mands, the then opposition
Awami League, Jatiya Party,
Jamaat and other political par-
ties boycotted the parliamen-
tary election of February 15.

The then government of BNP
rejected opposition demands.
But in the wake of movement
BNFP was compelled to amend
the constifution to pave the way
for holding the general election
under a neutral and caretaker
government,

Since then, different
political parties have been
observing February 15 as the
"Democracy Killing Day."

Addressing the rally at the
Aparajeya Bangla, the BCL
leaders accused the opposition
parties of hatching conspiracy
to destroy the democracy of the
country.

The BCL leaders also urged
their leaders and workers to be
unite! to foil such conspiracies
to uphold the democracy.
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JUTA elections today

By JU Correspondent

Election of the Jahangirna-
gar University Teachers’ Asso-
clation (JUTA) will be held to-
day with a new polarisation of
teachers.

The battle takes place be-
tween the two pro-BNP teachers'
groups as they float two panels
after a split in the former Pro-
BNP ' teachers' group. Pro-
Awami League teachers Eroup
refrained from offering any
panel supporting the break-

awa% [action of the pro-BNP
teachers,

The radical pro-BNP panel
Jatiyatabadi Ganotantrik
Shikkhak Parishad [JGSP)" is
led by incumbent president of
Federation of Bangladesh Uni-
versily Teachers' Association
(FBUTA) Prof Jasimuddin
Ahmed while the breakaway
pro-BNP teachers' panel "Lib-
eral Progressive (LP)" is led by
former FBUTA president Prof
Rhondakar Mustahidur Rah-
man.

LP candidates for general
secrelary and treasurer Dr
Sayed Kamrul Ahasan and Prof
Nurul Alam Khan respectively
were elected to the posts
uncontested as there was no
other contenders. Both. the..
teachers are widely known as
pro-BNP men in the campus.

LP panel leader Prof Mus-
tahidur Rahman who joined
nands with the pro-AL teachers
group recently had contested for
the post of Vice Chancellor (VC)

last year.

A total of eight of the 15 can-
didates from the LP panel in-
cluding already elected GS and
treasurer, are from the pro-BNP
breakaway faction while the
other seven are from pro-AL

group backed by the VC Prof
Alauddin AhmﬁJ

JGSP teachers for the 13
Fasts are Prof Abu Sayeed Khan
or president, Prof Kazi Abdus
Samad for vice president, Abdur
Rab for joint secretary and Prof
AFM Ubaidur Rahman, Prof
Ameen Muhammad Ali, Prof
ABM Enayet Hossain, Prof M
Imamuddin, Tareq Chowdhury,
Prof Dildar Hossain, Prof
Mojibar Rahman, Dr Rafiquz-
zaman, Prof Salimullah an
and Pfof Shaikh Mﬂl’l‘l:lél'l.ﬂ Haq
of the posts of 10 members.

LPP candidates are Prof ls-
mall Hossain for presidént,
Prof Nurul Alam for vice presi-
dent, Farid Ahmed for joint
secretary and Prof AK Azizul
Haq Bhuyan, Prof Khondoker
Mustahidur Rahman, Dr Abdul
Mannan Chowdhury, Prof Abul
Hossain, Prof Mohammad Ali
Akand, Prof Enamul Haq Khan,
Naimul Islam, Prof Nasiruddin,
Mojibur Rahman and Dr Sadia-
Ahmed for members,

Voting will take place at the

-university club from 9 am to 1

pm. Some 260 teachers are ex-
pected to cast their votes in the
polls.

Sangsad

From Page 1

who is a confirmed bachelor.

The opposition lawmaker
was not discouraged by the
Chair's comment. "We should
promise to love each other to
build up a world of love,” he
sald before raising his question
for Industries Minister Tofail
Ahmed,

Before answering the ques-
tion, a smiling Tofail told Pra-
manik, “Who knows better than
Pramanik Shaheb about what
love is. He was desperate for
love but could not find his
match. He is romantic but has
lailed to choose his parfner.,
Perhaps, he has found too many
to offer his love to.”

AR

Mosharral Hossain Mongu
of BNP ridiculed prime minijs-
ter Sheikh Hasina's idea of a
government of consensus'
while speaking about his suffer-
ings, caused by power fajlure, at
the MP Hostel in the hot sum-
mer days last year.

"My wife and I discovered a
‘consensus formula’ to get rid of
Lhe heat while staying at the MP
Hostel last Chailra.” said

snippéi?s:

Mongu,

Upon being asked by the
Chair if it was his wife or his
son's wife that he reached the
consensus with, the opposition
MP confirmed that it was: in-
deed the former.

"During power load shedding
at night, we used a hand fan to
cool ourselves, The consensus
was Lthat each of us would oper-
ate the hand fan in alternating
shifts of four hours,” He con-
tinued amidst a wave of laugh-
ter.

Mongu then wanted to know
from State Minister for Power
Prof. Rafiqul Islam if his suf-
ferings would be the same in the
coming sumnimer.

Before assuring him of a
better power situation this year,
the state minister jokingly
said, “I think. the honourbale
member of the Opposition en-
joved the air produced by his

eloved wife in the summer.
Therefore, we did not want to
deprive him of the pleasure.
But, this year, we intend to do so
a little bit as load shedding is
e€xpected to be much lower.”

gladesh Chhatra League

, L]
Nazrul’s birth
centenary observed

in Britain

Bangladesh Youth and Cul-
tural Shamity based in Leices-
ter (UK}, celebrated the birth
centenary of Kazi Nazrul Islam
with the launching of the bilin-
gual publication of "Selected
Poems of Kazi Nazrul Islam’,
transiated by Syed Mujibul
Huq, says a press release.

This is the first publication
of a book on Nazrul's poems
outside Bangladesh,

The launching ceremony
was highlighted by the recita-
tion of Nazrul's poems both in
Bengali and English by the
children of the Bengali com-
munity.

An exhibition at Leicester
Museum on Nazrul's life and a
memorial lecture on the poet
will also be held. £

A second launching of the
book is being planned at Nehru
centre in London. Copies of the
book have been forwarded to
the British Library, French Na-
tional Library, US Library of
Congress and reputed universi-
ties in Britain,

BBCs Radio Leicester inter-
viewed Syed Mujibul Huq on the
occasion. The event also got lo-
cal coverage from the media in-
cluding coverage of the book
launching ceremony by the lo-
cal Leicester Mercury newspa-
per.

Fire guts 23
shops in Ctg

CHITTAGONG, Feb 15;: A
devastating fire at the city's Ba-
haddarhat kutcha bazar early
today gutted 23 shops, reports
LUNB.

The loss is around Tk 12
lakh, according to a local esti-
mate.

Witnesses said the fire,
which lasted for an hour, origi-
nated from a vegetable shop at
2:45 am and soon engulfed the
other shops causing damage to
goods and cash money.
~ The Fire Brigade rushed to
the spot and brought the blaze
under control.
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Shahjalal University
Admission exams
on Feb 19, 20

SYLHET, Feb 15: The admis-
sion test into honours classes of
unit 'Ka' and 'Kha' for 1998-99
session of Shahjalal Science
and Technology University will
be held on Feb 19-20, reports
LINB,

Varsity sources said a total
of 14,820 candidates are likely
to appear for 8,30 seats, mean-
ing that there are 18 contes-
tants vying for one seat.

A total of 11,429 applica-
tions have been submitted for
Ka unit while 3,571 for Kha
unit, they said adding that the
number of applicants this year
was much higher than that of
the previous year.

Donor agency

From Page 1

by the SIDA. He visited the
projects to see the progress,

The SIDA director general
said Sweden and other devel-
opment partners want to see
progress in various areas like

overnance, democracy, rule of
aw and reforms in the admin-
Istration,

Asked whether these would
be pre-conditions for their fu-
ture assistance, Goransson said
that those were not so at this
moment but the issues would be
considered in case of long term
help.

He informed the newsmen
that the Swedish government
recently a§reed to provide
around 22.5 million US dollars
for rehabilitation of the people
affected by last year's flood.
The amount will be given as a
grant.

- Earlier, Swedish assistance
concentrated mainly on four
sectors-education, rural devel-
opment, health and promotion
nF human rights and democ-

racy.

éuranssun saild the Swedish
government wants to help in
many other sectors like envi-
ronment, water treatment and
transport . :
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the Dhaka University campus yesterday.
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